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Republic of Korea

Truth and Reconciliation Commission

Framework Act on Settling the Past for Truth and Reconciliation

e Adopted on 31 May 2005, Enforced on 1 December 2005
e Handled 11,175 cases (mass civilian killings =89%)

* Commission’s decision resulted in: State apologies, memorialization for the
victims, exhumation mass graves, retrials, compensations, documentations...etc.

2" term of TRC

e Relaunched on 10 December 2020
e Handled 20,092 cases as of 1 May 2025

Truth and Reconclilation Commiission,
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".1 Truth and Reconcillation Commission
: k Republic of Korea

Scope of Truth-Seeking Activities

Article 2, Framework Act on Settling the Past for Truth and Reconciliation

Independence movements against Imperial Acts of terrorism, human rights abuse,
Japan violence, massacres, and suspicious deaths

History of overseas Koreans who have committed by forces denying the
defended the sovereignty of the ROK and legitimacy of ROK or hostile to ROK

extended its national power
Cases of historical significance
Mass civilian deaths, injuries, or missing

persons which occurred unlawfully prior to, . :
Siiting andimmediately after the Kerean Cases falling under any ground for a retrial

War

Grave human rights violations and alleged
fabricated cases as a result of unlawful or

seriously unjust exercise of governmental — March 14 Democracy Movement Act
power duing the authoritarian rule

March 14 Democracy Movement of 1960
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I ol e~ o
Workflow of Truth-Finding Activities

AVelo)[leeldlo] Nadeli)B « 10 December 2020 — 9 December 2022
Receipt and e Classification and case number assignment

CIGSSiﬁCGtion e Transfer to Investigation Divisions

Preparation Of o (If n(.aces'sary) Request applicant to supplement
application

e Preliminary investigation
Report e To decide weather to initiate investigation or not

Application Review
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: Truth and Reconclllation Commisslon,
e Republic of Korea

Workflow of Truth-Finding Activities

i 2y * Decision to initiate investigation, decision of dismissal,
Decision to Initiate decision to conduct ex-officio investigation

Investigation, etc. e Sub-committee makes a decision and reports it to the
Commission

e Interviews with applicants and witnesses, requests for
document

e Inquiry of facts and information, holding hearings
e Field and/or on-site investigations

Investigation
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Workflow of Truth-Finding Activities

Deliberation and e Decision that the Truth is Established - Article 26
Decision-Making e Decision of Inability to Establish the Truth - Article 27

e Submitted to the President and National Assembly
Investigation e Biannually - Article 32(1)

Reports e Disclose reports to public after the submission
without delay - Article 32(6)
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Workflow of Truth-Finding Activities

» Within 6 months after the end of investigative
Final activites - Article 32(2)

e Submitted to the President and National
Assembly (by 26 November 2025)

Report * Disclose reports to public after the submission
without delay - Article 32(6)

Comprehensive

e Article 25, Public Records Management Act
Transfer to e Head of the closed institution shall transfer the

National Archives records thereof to the competent records
management institution

10
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m Truth and Reconcillation Commlsﬁlon,
Republic of Korea .

Legal Basis for Investigation

Methods of Investigation - Article 23

e Request a person subject to investigation and an expert witness to submit a
written statement

e Request a person subject to investigation and an expert witness to appear before
the Commission, and hearing their statements

e Request a person subject to investigation, an expert witness, and other relevant
institutions, facilities, organizations, etc. to submit relevant materials or articles,
and keeping in custody submitted materials

e Inquire of relevant institutions, facilities, organizations, etc. about facts or
information deemed related to the investigation

e Designate an appraiser and requesting him or her to conduct appraisal

e Conduct an on-site investigation on the relevant materials or articles, or
institutions, ficilities, and organization

11



‘h Truth and Reconcillation Commlsélon,
y Republic of Korea

Legal Basis for Investigation

Order to submit materials or articles — Article 23(8)

* The requested institution that refuses the submission of relevant materials shall
explain the reasons for such refusal

e The Commission may issue an order to submit materials by its resolution

® On 23 July 2024, the Commission issued an order for the submission on relevant
documents and information in the National Intelligence Service's possession

Inspection of relevant materials or articles — Article 23(10)

* In case that the requested materials are related to national secrests of the military,
diplomacy, or the South-North Korean relations, the heads of requested
institutions shall take measure to ensure that the Commission can inspect relevant
materials



Truth and Reconcillation Commisslon,
Republic of Karea e

Succeeding TRC's Achievements

Article 40 (Establishment of Foundation on the Research of the Past)

e The Government may contribute funds to extablish the Foundation to conduct
memorial projects and operate & manage archives

e Foundation’s projects includes: memorial projects and the operation and
management of archives, Support for further truth-seeking projects, Support for
cultural and academic activities related to truth-seeking, and other necessary matters

Truth and Reconciliation Foundation

e Policy Recommendation on the Establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation
Foundation (5 November 2024)

e Draft Act on the Establishment and Operations of the Truth and Reconciliation
Foundation

13






Archive, Memory Making,
and Transitional Justice

Part 2. Document Investigation

JUNG Hyuk
Deputy Director

Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
Republic of Korea



The Brothers’ Home case, the first application submitted (10 December 2020)
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Regular meeting (11 March 2025)
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On-site Investigation - Witness Intervieyv
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Criminal Case Records and Court Judgments

Collection of Materials

V744

22327

Registry of Suspicious Persons
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Collection of Materials List of psychiatric drugs purchased by BrothersHome




Truth-seeking through Documents

Registry of Suspicious Persons

The Registry of Suspicious Persons, created by the Cultural
Heritage Administration between 1960 and 1980, was
obtained by the Commission from the National Archives
and used to identify the victims in this case. This document
details an identity check conducted by a state agency at the
time (assumed to be the Jindo Police Station) of YANG
[NAME REDACTED]-rye, who is the applicant of this case
and daughter of the victim, YANG [NAME REDACTED]-gi.
This document states the following.

“The individual’s father YANG [NAME REDACTED]-gi (deceased)
was a school teacher during the Korean War and was executed
by friendly forces upon the recovery on September 28th ...
(omitted) ... YANG [NAME REDACTED]-rye faithfully fulfills her
duties in ticket handling and nothing noticeable has been
found.”
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Investigation Report in the Identity Record
Handbook

The Commission obtained the /dentity Record Handbook created
by the Goryeong Police Station in 1981 and used it to identify the
victims of this case. This handbook contains records of 271
individuals categorized as Present (40 people), Absent (76 people),
Executed (45 people), and Under Investigation (110 people). Each
individual recorded in this handbook has a corresponding
Investigation Report. This Report largely comprises personal
information, incidents in which the subject was engaged, current
address or known residences, and the subject’s current ideological
preferences. Furthermore, records in this handbook show that the
victims had notified the relevant police stations when they changed
their place of residence, which indicates that the police continued
their surveillance of these individuals. The Commission considered
this Identity Record Handbook to be a vital record that might aid in
the clarification of the truth of victims of the National Guidance
Alliance and Preventive Detention Incident which occurred in
Goryong, Gyeongsangbuk-do, and used it during its investigations.

9
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The Commission investigated related records and interviewed
applicants and witnesses. Particularly, the magnitude of damages

US Military Advisory Group to the and casualties were verified through the US Military Advisory Group
Republic of Korea (KMAG) to the Republic of Korea’s Information Journal (G-2 Periodic Report,
Information Journal (G-2 Periodic no.222) which was dated 1 December 1949, right after the incident
Report, no.222) occurred. This document recorded the size of the partisan forces

that attacked Baksa-ri village, the number of people dead and

injured, and the number of houses destroyed by fire.
10



List of Applicants on Standby for having Questionable
Backgrounds, Jeollabuk-do Education Committee

During its investigation, the Commission obtained part of a list entitled, "Applicants on Standby for having
Questionable Backgrounds." This document was prepared by the Jeollabuk-do Education Committee
(currently the Jeonbuk State Office of Education) during the 1980s and 1990s and was found at the

sz oarnm Fom e qs National Archives of Korea. Several indications suggest that there would have been similar lists at other
vl T[] et 1s e provincial and municipal education committees, but these were not found. Applicants in this list were
| excluded from teacher appointments and designated as unqualified by the Security Review Committee
e e e and the Personnel Committee, and as confirmed by the Commission, the Education Committee

maintained a separate list to manage these individuals. One entry in this list shows that applicant JUNG

[NAME REDACTED] was excluded from consideration for appointment on 21 August 1989. It reads, “JUNG
[NAME REDACTED] was released on warning for partaking in consciousness-raising education at locations
such as Namwon Seodo Station from March 1981 to September 1983 and was a leader of student
protests from 9 May 1984 to December 1984 as a member of the Regulations Subcommittee of the
Democratic Public Hearing at Jeonbuk National University.

A = 11



The Commission obtained the written Fabricated Espionage Case

arraignment from the National Criminal (Case of
Justice Archives and the criminal case the Late HAN [NAME
records from the National Archives. REDACTED]-taek)

These records were able to verify that

the victim was unlawfully detained from

29 September 1970, until 10:15 AM on 9

October 1970, when the arrest warrant &= Sy O <
was issued. Following the Commission’s :Tcu »:1. _«; ‘;rc.,l '.w Jﬁr' -_-- ,,.%%”'/g
decision, family members of the victim, j 1 R It ] [ ERA
HAN [NAME REDACTED]-taek, filed for a wrm— -~ -J3
retrial. On 26 January 2024, the Seoul
District Court, in the retrial judgment, :
acquitted the defendant, stating, ”The x
defendant's actions did not threaten the .
existence or security of the State, and it e I | B
is difficult to view them as disrupting | prs
. 2 ” . [Ty O
liberal democratic order.
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