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Welcome to Belau! @

A message from

President Surangel S. Whipps, Jr.

Alii! On behalf of the people and government of the Republic of
Palau, we welcome all athletes, coaches, officials, and supporters to the

2025 Pacific Mini Games. We are deeply honored to host this gathering
that demonstrates the enduring power of human connection and
reflects the unity of our One Pacific Family.

Over these next two weeks, we celebrate athletic excellence and
mutual respect. We honor the dedication of athletes and their families,
whose journeys remind us of the strength and perseverance that carried

our ancestors across these oceans. They sought to trade and explore, navigating by sophisticated
knowledge of stars and currents when far from home.

The Pacific Mini Games represents the heart of our region. While divisions may exist elsewhere, here
we showcase the extraordinary power of coming together across differences. As the world witnesses
our gathering, we demonstrate that unity creates ripples of positive change that extend far beyond our
shores.

Our theme “Empowering Unity™ serves as both an invitation and a promise — celebrating friendly
competition, cultural heritage, and a respect that transcends borders.

We express our heartfelt gratitude to the Republic of China-Taiwan, Japan, Australia, and the United
States for their support of our athletes and their assistance in upgrading facilities for these games.

To our visiting friends and family, we hope you have time to enjoy the beauty of Palau — from the
chants and cultural dances to the hillsides and lush jungles that hide cool waterfalls, to the rock
islands and wonders that await you under the sea. While here, we ask that you embrace the Palau
Pledge as co- guardians of a fragile paradise that belongs to future generations. In protecting these
islands, we practice the very cooperation our divided world so desperately needs.

To the athletes of these games, you carry not just your flag but the hopes of your countries and us all.

May these Games shine as a beacon of what humanity can achieve when we choose unity and hope
over division and despair. Mesulang! God bless our Pacific Islands! God bless Palau!

9‘““7 / ﬂ“‘f”/” /”

‘Surangel S. Whipps, Jr.
President of the Republic of Palau
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MESSAGE OF THE
CHAIRMAN

2025 Pacific Mini Games Palau PACKFIC
AL

On behalf of the 2025 Pacific Mini Games Organizing Committee, | warmly
welcome you to Palau as we proudly host the games for the second time. During
your stay, we hope you enjoy not only the most remarkable games and matches
that Micronesia and the Pacific have ever witnessed, but also take the chance to
connect with others, build lasting friendships, and embrace the renowned
hospitality that truly embodies "Empowering Unity" among all participating
nations.

Through the spirit of sport, our islands have united and excelled far beyond the
Pacific region. We are confident that these Mini Games will continue to inspire
this positive momentum. The Organizing Committee, in collaboration with the
National Government of Palau, State Governments, regional and local corporate
partners, and—most importantly—our dedicated local communities, has worked
tirelessly to ensure top-quality facilities and services. We sincerely hope you will
enjoy them, as well as the games themselves.

Should you require any assistance or information during your stay, please don’t
hesitate to contact our office. You can reach us at 488-1669/2470, or PNOC @
488-6562 where our warm and welcoming staff or volunteers will be delighted to
help.

Let the games inspire unity, and welcome to Palau!

Ql(om Kmal Mesulang,
ol My
atrick

U. Tellei EdD
Chairman
2025 Pacific Mini Games
Palau Organizing Committee
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A Opening Ceremony

29 June 2025 @ 6pm

o 51 Palau National Track and Field

PALAU
EALAY

5:00pm SEATING OF DIGNITARIES
6:00pm PARADE OF ATHLETES
Games Ceremonial Flag Raising
Invocation

Palau National Anthem

Traditional Protocol - Chant

Oath of Athletes

Oath of Officials

Remarks
e Chairman of 2025 PMG Organizing Committee, Dr. Patrick U. Tellei
o President of the Pacific Games Council, Honorable Vidhya Lakhan

o Chief Guest: Declaring the Games Open. His Excellency Surangel S. Whipps Jr.
President, Republic of Palau

Ceremonial Conch Shell Proclamation
Torch Relay and lighting of the cauldron
Fireworks and Entertainment

Closing Ceremony
9 July 2025 @ 6pm
Palau National Track and Field

5:00pm SEATING OF DIGNITARIES

6:00pm ENTRY MARCH OF ATHLETES (ALL COMBINED)
Pacific Games Sports Awards of the Games

Closing of the Games Remarks

Ceremonial Games Flag to the next Host Country

Closing of the Games and Flame extinguished

Benediction

Entertainment

CLOSING OF THE GAMES

23



PACIFIC

EACAD

2025 X11 Pacific Mini Games — Opening Ceremony Program

Palau National Track and Field
SUNDAY, 29 June 2025

4:00 PM - Gates Open
Stadium opens to the public for general seating.

5:00 PM - Seating of Dignitaries
Arrival and protocol seating of invited officials and special guests.

6:00 PM - Opening Ceremony Begins

Parade of Athletes

March-in of participating nations and territories,
Raising of the Pacific Games Ceremonial Flag
Invocation: Pastor Mesikt Idechong

Palau National Anthem: Kendall Titim!
Traditional Protocol

Chant and customary welcome

Oath of Athletes: Ray Rumong and Carisma Aguon
Oath of Officials: Judy Otto and Reagan Sidoi

:

0
>
=
>
=

I

Official Remarks

Dr. Patrick Tellei

Chairman, 2023 Pacific Mini Games Organizing Committee
Honorable Vidhya Lakhan

President, Pacific Games Council

His Excellency Surangel S. Whipps Jr.

President of the Republic of Palau

— Remarks and Official Declaration

Ceremonial Segment

Conch Shell Proclamation

Traditional sounding to mark the opening.
Torch Relay & Lighting of the Cauldron
Symbolizing the spirit and unity of the Games.
Fireworks Display & Cultural Entertainment

End of Opening Ceremony
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The Embassy of the
Republic of China (Taiwan)
with pride, supports the
2025 Pacific Mini Games

We welcome and congratulate
all the athletes!
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Palau is the first country in the world to ge its
immigration policy and landing procedures ng all
inbound visitors to sign a c itment in Ir own
passports to protect the tural environment and

spect local traditions. This is called the Palau Pledge

How to be part of this legacy - be an ambasador for responsible travel
and a guardian of our shared planet!

By visiting Palau, you become'a part of our
legacy—an ambassador for responsible
travel and a guardian of our shared planet.
Join us in preserving the delicate balance
of nature, and together, let us forge a path:
toward a sustainable future where culture
and environment flourish hand in hand.
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Pacific Mini Games 2025 apened with vibran! color, aditional dances, and a dazziing fireworks display on Swnday, marking the Games'refurn to
Photo credit: ANOC TV

Palau after 29 years.

Island Times, Tuesday, July 01, 2025

Pacific Mini Games 2025 Draws Regional Viewership,
Offers Wide Access to Sports Coverage

BY: EUSTORIA MARIE BORJA

KOROR, Palau {July 1,
2025) — The Pacific Minl
Games 2025 openad with vi-
brant color, traditional danc-
es, and. 3 dazxling firsworks
display on Sunday, marking
the Games' return to Palau
after 20 years, Despite s rain
shower, the festivities brought
enery and pride a5 more than
2,000 athletes and officials—
the mast since the event began
I 1981 gathered to kick off
the competition.

Interest in the Games 5
su:glng across the region,
with nearly 20,000 viewers
tuning in to watch the open-
ing ceremony on the official®
Pacific Mini Games 2025 Yau-
Tube channel Social media
?ﬁlatforms have alse reported

s i

have msade it casy to fallow the
action live or on demand,
Where to Watch the Pa-
cific Minl Games
Online Access
Live streams, dally high-
lights, exclusive interviews,
and behind-the-scenes con-
tent are all available online
for fres through:
« YouTube: @pacificminig-
ames2025
» Dffictal Website: www,
palauZ025pmg.com
Local TV in Palon
Palauan viewers can catch
live broadeasts and dally up-
dates on these channels:
« Channel 24
« Channel 33
« Channel 38
“» Channol 64

Television Coverage

_ Across the

jore
with highlights and coverage
of the launch.
- With events now under-
way, fans from acrass the Pacil-

" jcare uningn to cheer for thelr

d teams, and args

ASEIAE -7 Tia Belau”

Aregional broadeast part-
nership with Pasifika TV en-
sures widespread coverage
through 31 partner television
stations in participating coun-
tries. Viewers can tune in via
the following broadcasters:

» Araura TV (Covk [slands)
= BCN [Niue)
« Calegonia TV (New Cale-
donls%u
 CITY (Cook Islands)

« Click Pacific {Papua New
Gulnulzs

« EFKS-TV2 (Samioa)

» EMTV(Papua New Guines)

* FEC, Fijl TV, and Mai TV .

i)

+ FSM Telecommunications
TV, Pohnpei PBC (Federated
States of MlcmneahL

» Kirt One TV {Kiribati}

27

« KVZK TV and PCSTV
{American Samoa)

o Mangaia TV (Cook Is+
1ands)

« NRC and TV Wan (Papua
New Guinea)

« Nauru TV {Naeru)

« Palau TV [PNCC - Palau)

» Samoa TV3, SBC TV, and
TVWAN (Samaa)

* SIBC, Tavuli News, and
TTV (Solomaon Eslands)

« Sitivenl Tawakevou [Re-
gional)
« TBC and TV Wan (Tonga)

et

 AB8-BAZ0 / ABB-STAR |

» Tuvalu TV [Tuvalu)
» VBYC (Vanuatu)

This coordinated broad-
cast effort allows Families and
communities across the Pacific
to follow the progress of their
athletes, share in cultural cel-
ehration, and participate in the
spirit of sportsmanship.

Fans are also encouraged to
follow @pacificminiga 25
on Facebook for time pho-
toss, behind-the-scenes features,
and key updates throlighout the
competition. 2

-

~
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The Pacific Mini Games 2025 Palau
O o Samas S N 0Z == 0 aE L
oo T mMEmZETnaasEseminm
Play, Have fun, Enjoy the game

Palau’s First Neu-spapcrh Thursday, July 03, 2025

T12 BELA

“Phe goverument shall takc na action fa deny or cwepair the frecdom of cifresscan o press”
Volume 34 « Issue SZ-Wammpapor@gmail.eom Articte & Section 2-Palau Constitutian

THIS IS

PALAU

‘[easEs
KRty

Decherong secures

Palau 2025 Pacific Mini Games Palau’s first gold medal

MEDAL STANDING AS OF DAY 3

Rank Country Gold Silver Bronze Total
1 Tahitl 6 56
Samoa 9y 20
il 10 25
Australia ] 0 y

19
Papua New Guinea b 0
Northern Mariana islands 5 ¢ 7 13
American Samoa 13

Marshall islends 6

.
P e Bk lt-iom Thockernmge feoavar/ e o ve WY A0 s fiow
okl ovak! e e NI Fie N 0wt Ginay

fililai il cufing two gold medals in the
B TR
: o

Federated Statas of Micronessa ’m-'wm .va?'lgm Tuesday, July 1,
New Cabedonla Islsnds last Maonday  eva- As of § pm, yesterday,
Cook Islands ning, Falai's Raiden Hobson & of Palaus 5 gold medals
7 Decherong cinched the host Were wan by Palaa’s wrestling
Tonga nation's first gold medal of :;am.Jooachod by John Tar-

1 ng .

Guarm R e oA 16l baat o Tovly Nea:

\Wallis and Futuns
Kiribati

Vanuatu

Now Zealand
Norfolk Island
Solomon Iskands
Tokelau

{PMG), liumphing in the
Viresting Freestyle 60-kilo-
gram categary.

Reden Hobson Deche-
rong is the son of Elizabeth
Hobsaon from Ngaraard State.
Docherang won the westling
fingls against NMI wrestler
'V'mam cios, 12 points to

Pafau's wrestlers contin. ¢4

gle Haulanie and Marshall
islangs Syde| Ma'sil Agn 1o
win the 81 kg avent.
Yesterday, July 2. beach
wrostlers Rnenna  Orrukem
and Wkau Tarkeng added
ta the wrestlers' gold madal
haul. with Qrrukem triumph-
ing in the Women's 80 kg cat.
ory and Tarkeng securing

DO 0 O O O O O « s B oW e e
C 0O O O 0O © = W M N W NNWD -«

victory in the 70 kg division,

Tuvalu 0 e {o add to the nation’s gold

Baseball is finally played: GNMI defeated Guam,
Palau whipped FSM. Guam slammed Fiji

Baseball, the mast prominent sport in the ile
North Pacfic region of Micronesia, was greatly
anticipated after being postponed due to wet
weather during the first two days of the 12th Pa-
cific Mini Gamas. Finally, the games were played
on Day 3, Wednesday.

Id and silver medaligte from the 1ith

Pacific Minl Games held in Northern Mariana Is-

lands (NMI) in 2022, NMI and Guam, longbime

rivals in reglonal baseball fournaments were the
first to face off yesterday after the Seld dried up,
See Baseball on pape 7

Palay Dates daring ¢ v 15, FSM fPokiya

AZRPE -7 Tia Belaw” (fBHi#) - 202547H10H -
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Vol.20 Issue #69  website:http:iwww.islandtimes.org  emalkislandtimes05@ gmail.com & istandtimestink@gmeil.com (Acvartisement)

12 Pages

ISLAN
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Palau

TUESDAY

Julyt8, 2025 * \TOR[STURIESINSID

Agmo: n &hl Mtemg% Q€K
See story an page 7

Gulm 's decclonization effors tace new

hearcdias aenid fean military action fallout
Sex steey on page 7

Texas floods death toll rises as search for
Missng gils continues smid forecasts...

Sev story on poge §

Palau Dominates Guam 8-1to Capture
Basehall Gold at Paclﬁc Mlm Games

KOROR. Palau — Palan
stormed past Guam with a
commanding f-1 win in the
gold medal game of the 2025
Pacific Mini Games baseball
teurnament, capping off a dra-
matic final with a domirnt
seventhdnning  performance

and strong pitching In front of - g

ajubilant home crowd.

Guam struck first, a
1-0 lead In the bottom of the
first inning with back-to-back
hits, but Falau quickly coun-

*SecPALAU co poge |

ul:\m Falou Barebal win Gl o NI} Pacile Mind Gaser (phero gradt Fliker 4 MMMM-M::WNMMW (jhato cresky:
i

AT Sewion)

Medal standings

~Palauan Embassy Emsassy Urges Citizens in U.S. to

Keep Valid Passport and 1-94 Documents
Accessible Amid Increased ICE Activity

(WASHINGTON, DC - passports and 194 documen-  bassador Hersey Kyota emphasized
JULY 7,2025)— The Embassy tation readify accessible. The  the importance of being mpamd o
of the Republic of Palau in advisory comes In response  venfyiegal status under C o -
Washington, D.C, has issued  to reports of heightened ac-  oFfree Association (COFA), whu:hal [ Ay
an urgent memorandum dat- - tivity by US. Immigrationand  Jows Palauan citizens to five, work, = 2
Customs. Enforcement (ICE)  and study in the United States. The MR Pasua tew Gunes

ed July 7, 2025, to all Palavan
citizens residing in the United
States, advising them to keep
copies of their valid Palavan

In several states

In the memarandum, Am-

ambassador warned that CATYIng or

el

Jiz.] "n »|
~La] I "]L.Jr_ |
=) e)(=] =)

__J=i[=)=> C_J

O s v 7)Y

storing proper daoc can
*See PALAUAN an pageld

Athletes Enjoy Palauan

Hospitality on Rest Day
during Pacific Mini Games *

KOROR, Pulae—
Sunday wis a day of
rest and celebration
for athietes from the
23 Pacific island na-
tions and tervitories
competing in the
2025 Pacific Mini Games:

As part of Palau’s cultural
program, exch of Palau's-16
states was paired with a par-
ticipating country or terris
tory, hosting visiting athletes

and officials for a day of food,
music, and fun.

Athletes  traveled  to
their assigned “sister states®
where they were welcomed
with Jocal dishes, wraditional

*See PALAUAN on NRII
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For Games Update, Medal Tally, Daily Sports Schedule, Live Streaming and Datly Highlights of the Pacific Mini Games 2025. check the following sites:
book.com,

website: www. Palau2025PM

AFRIAOR

G.com Fawbook

https:/ fwww.face

Island Times”
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/palau2025pmg/ Youtube: ww youmhe com /

o

.

(SRS HE ) - 2025FETH8H -

‘@pacificminigames2025




Lets go Palau, Happy 44th Constitution Day

Thursday, July 10, 2025

Pa{nu's First Newspaper

THIS IS PALAU

“Phe government shall take wa action to deny ox imepalr the freedom of exfircasion or fress”
Volume 34 « Issue 54 » tiabelaunewspaper@gmail.com Article 4 Section 2.Palau Conatitution

Pacific Mini Games 2025 closes with
colorful ceremony and regional unity

Palau regains its position as the

Outstanding Male and Female athletes name(
baseball powerhouse in Pacific

After mora than
Joshua is MVP of the gold
medal game on Monday

g r lowymt s he {24k ey Aot Gower oSty ey~ Team Fii's He:

4 Iping Youny, received 3 go
By Blilai Rengi! fags and made ther final .

A vibrant skoguof colors  march on to the track during Fpaels: < gl medal
fiked Palau's Nationsl Track {he closing ceramony of the
and Field a5 Pacilic delega- 2025 Packic Mini Games lass
tions proudly weved their night

cific since mtar-igland basa.
ball began In the 1960s,
Undar the wise manage-
ment of Mib Tmetuchl, Pa-
lau's team combined hot bat-
ting with the superb pitshing
of young eensation Mathaw
Joshua, an unknown talent

Siohan’s Bosehall ot esto vy of A4

— - — befora the games, to hold
Palau 2025 Pacific Mini Games RS Guam scoreless and secure
FINAL MEDAL STANDING &J L an 8-1 victory, dinching the
Rans Coantry | Gold miver  Reonwe  Teter | gold medal
i - PR :: e e E A key strategic move
: m"‘"“.“ E bl E ” c;ranne with  the  pitching
. Mmrabeen Mariar | lnide e e o Z change, replacing Avery Me~
z o > " AU 4,y v i s vesring subed, an experienced vel.
. Puban o = ::y e [ £ e frove P WA s eran, with Mme’: Ju":_’r
e § 8 r Rl The fnal gamo of the g Yt Colege bascbalin
i Cook 1itnnae a H o 3 basehall foumament of the Josha shul out Guam
B Ty vy o e 2025 Pachic Mini Games (o innings, while Paiau
§ Ao 3 e & = ; Scored thvee runs in the top
g AR S o il Sl
~ Mresesisl - 2 ¥ :1. posarhause, not enly in M- " o) ha: opporiunities
33 oetolh bsend ° o " ‘o [Qcronasia, but across’the Pa- See Patau regaine on page 7

Pacific Brothers &

We dont say good bye, only ma uriul- till we meet later

ASHACE 7 Tia Belaw” (FBEFi#ER) > 2025F7H10H -

30

TI~ BELAW
Palau n’.'ns-from Page 1

to score in the bottom of the
sixth and seventh innings but
squandered their chances.

The defining moment came
in the seventh inning when a
Guam runner on second base
attempted to steal third. Despite
catcher Teiich Mitchur drop-
ping the ball initially, he quickly
recovered and made a perfect
throw to third baseman Seth
Seklii. Seklii tagged the runner
out in one of the best defensive
plays seen in the games.

Seklii also contributed
three double plays and three
catches, helping Palau secure
a wide-margin victory, following
a strong performance against
Northern Marianas the night be-
fore.

Baseball in Palau struggled
with disorganization and declin-
ing popularity over the past five
years, largely due to the impact
of COVID-19. Efforts to revive
the sport included securing a
JICA trainer and hosting tourna-

ments with teams from Taiwan, -

Korea, Okinawa, Guam, Nprth.-
Brpn Vs a0 S and Pahnpe

A key development was
a nearly two-month training
program in Taiwan this year,
made possible through support
from Taiwan, the Palau Major
League, a

O

Palau initially g
baseéball at the American Sa-
moa Games when the sport
was first introduced but later
-earned bronze in the 2022 Pa-

cific Mini Games after losses to

Guam and Northern Marianas.
The team also fell to Pohnpei in

- A oA —
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