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5t APEC Ocean-related Ministerial Meeting (AOMMS5)

April 30 - May 1, 2025
Busan, Republic of Korea

[Day 1]

High-level Pre-meeting

Date: 30 April 2025

Time: 09:00 - 12:00

Venue: Westin Josun Busan Hotel, Busan, Republic of Korea
Recommended Level of Participation: Director General level

Time Agenda Remarks

Session 1 - Opening
09:00 - 09:03 | Thematic Video for AOMMS3
09:03 - 09:10 | Opening Remarks by Chair
- Kim Sungbum, Deputy Minister of Oceans and Fisheries, Republic of Korea
09:10 - 09:18 | Remarks by APEC Secretariat
- Eduardo Pedrosa, APEC Secretariat Executive Director
09:18 - 09:20 | Adoption of the meeting agenda
09:20 - 09:30 | Report by OFWG Lead Shepherd
Session II - Plenary Session
Discussion Guide: Economies are kindly invited to share 2 to 3 key policies, plans, or priorities at
strengthening ocean cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region (3 mins allocated per economy)
09:30 - 10:45 | Statements by Economies
- Australia; Brunei; Canada; Chile; China, Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Jap
an; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; The P
hilippines, The Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei,
Thailand, United States, Viet Nam

Coffee Break (30 minutes)

Time Agenda Remarics

11:15 — 11:50 | Statements by Economies [continued); AND
Statements on the DraftJoint Statement by Economies with Differing views @fnecessary)

* [oonsensus on the Jotm Statement is not reached before the mesting. the Chair will imvire economies
with difering views an the unvesabved parts af the draft, to briefty expiain their pasitions

11:50 — 11:535 | Other issues

11:55 — 12:00 | Briefing on AOMMS Statement and Closing
Luncheon (120 minutes)

* A Field Trip will be offered in the afternoon on a voluntary basis

Welcome Dinner

Date: 30 April 2025

Time: 19:00 - 21:00

Venue: APEC Nurimaru House, Busan, Republic of Korea
Number of Participation: HoD + two (2) delegates

Time Agenda Remarks
19:00 — 19:30 | Welcome Reception

19:30 — 19:35 | Welcome Remarks

— Kang Deo-Hyung, Minister of Oceans and Fisheries
19:35 — 19:40 | Response Remarks

— Eduardo Pedrosa, APEC Secretariat Executive Director
19:40 — 19:55 | Welcome Performances

19:55 — 21:00 | Dinner and Networking




[Day 2]
Ministerial Meeting

Date: 1 May 2025
Time: 09:00 - 16:20

Venue: Westin Josun Busan Hotel, Busan, Republic of Korea

Time Agenda Remarks

Session | - Opening  * This session is open to the Press
09:00-09:05 | Thematic Video for AOMMS
Opening Remarks by Minister Chair

09:05 - 09:10
- Kang Do-Hyung, Minister of Oceans and Fisheries, Republic of Korea
; ; Remarks by S0M Chair
09:10 - 09:15
- Yoon Seongmee, APEC S0M Chair
R ks by APEC Secretariat
00:15-00:20 | omArRSRY iy

- Eduardo Pedrosa, APEC Secretariat Executive Director
09:20-09:25 | Adoption of the meeting agenda

09:25-09:30 | Group Photo  * ow a vohortary basis

Coffee Break (15 minutes)

Session Il - Plenary Session: in alphabetical order
[Each Minister will have 3 minutes for their interventions per Agenda item, follow by discussions)
Discussion
09:45 - 11:00 - Agenda item 1: How can we enhance ocean resilience and conserve
marine environments for sustainable economic growth?
Discussion
11:15-12:00 — Agenda item 2: What are effective strategies to combat [UU fishing
and promote sustainable fisheries and aquaculture?

Luncheon (120 minutes)
# For HoD), a luncheon is provided in a separate place[Violet Room, 2= floor)

Discussion
14:00 - 14:30 - Agenda item 2: What are effective strategies to combat [UU fishing
and promote sustainable fisheries and aquaculture? (continued)

Discussion

14:30-15:00 — Agenda item 3: To achieve economic prosperity in the oceans and
fisheries sectors, how can we promote economic empowerment of all?
Discussion
15:15-16:00 |~ Agenda item 3: To achieve economic prosperity in the oceans and
fisheries sectors, how can we promote economic empowerment of all?
{continued)

16:00 - 16:20 | Adoption of the AOMMS3 statement and Closing
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Additional Note on Ministerial Interventions and Logistical Arrangements for AOMMS

1. Ministerial Interventions (Session II, on 1 May)

- Each agenda item will proceed in alphabetical order of economies.

- All member economies in attendance will be offered an oppeortunity to speak under each item.

- If a delegation prefers not to speak under a specific item, the delegation may simply state that it will
skip the turn. This is common practice in APEC Ministerial-level meetings.

2. Use of Presentation Materials
- Considering the 3-minute time limit for each intervention, the meeting will be conducted without

PowerPoint or other presentation materials.

3. Language and [nterpretation

- The working language of APEC is English, and interventions should be delivered in English.
- If a delegation wishes to use another language, simultaneous interpretation booths can be provided

upeon request, with the cost borne by the requesting economy (approxz USD 1,500 per day).
- Some economies, including Korea, are preparing booths accordingly.

4. Annotated Agenda
- As indicated in the previously circulated agenda, the guiding question for April 30 is
: “Economies are kindly invited to share 2 to 3 key policies, plans, or pricrities at strengthening ocean
cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region.”
- On May 1, the Ministerial Meeting will be framed by the following questions:
[Agenda item 1) How can we enhance ocean resilience and conserve marine environments for sustainable
economic growth?
[Agenda item 2] What are effective strategies to combat IUU fishing and promote sustainable fisheries
and aquaculture?
(Agenda item 3) To achieve economic prosperity in the oceans and fisheries sectors, how can we promote

economic empowerment of all?

Should you have any further questions or specific needs, please feel free to contact the AOMMS
Preparatory Team at [aomm5Smail@gmail.com].
We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to welcoming you in Busan

AOMMS Preparatory Team
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, Republic of Korea
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Opening

1. Honorable Chair, Distinguished delegates of APEC Economies, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

2. First of all, on behalf of Chinese Taipei, [ would like to sincerely thank Korea for
your warm hospitality and thoughtful arrangements for the 5th APEC Ocean-Related
Ministerial Meeting.

3. This year, our delegation is led by the Minister of the Ocean Affairs Council,
underscoring our commitment to regional governance within APEC and our support for
the host economy, Korea.

Observation on the State of the Ocean and Urgent Challenges

4. Over the past 11 years, our oceans have been facing serious and growing
challenges. According to UNESCO’s State of the Ocean Report 2024, we are witnessing
record-breaking ocean warming, acidification, sea level rise, biodiversity loss, plastic
pollution, and increasing risks from coastal disasters. In addition, the need to combat
IUU fishing and to strengthen sustainable fisheries has never been so urgent.

5. We must take immediate and practical actions to make our oceans more resilient,
support sustainable fisheries, and at the same time, drive economic growth.

Reflection on APEC visions and priorities

6. Since 2014, we have worked closely with all of you to follow the directions set
out in the APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040 and the Aotearoa Plan of Action. Building on
the outcomes of past AOMMs and the efforts of the OFWG, we have made good
progress. But we still have more to do. Now is the time to look back, reassess, and plan
our way forward together.

Our Commitment to Ocean Governance

7. Chinese Taipei has been actively promoting integrated ocean governance through
organizational reform, legal improvements, strategic projects, and scientific research.

8. Since 2018, we have established the Ocean Affairs Council, the Ocean
Conservation Administration, and the National Academy of Marine Research—three
dedicated central agencies focusing on marine policy, conservation, and research.
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9. In 2020, we published our Ocean Policy White Paper, which is regularly updated
to guide our work. We have also enacted new laws such as the Ocean Basic Act, the
Marine Conservation Act, and the Marine Industry Development Act. At the same time,
we revised laws like the Marine Pollution Control Act and the Act for Distant Water
Fisheries to strengthen our legal framework.

10. We have invested 106 million USD from 2021 to 2030 in the Marine Ecosystem
Conservation Project, promoting ecosystem-based management.

11. From 2020 to 2027, we are investing 385 million USD in the Salute to the Sea
Project, a cross-agency effort to combat the marine debris issue. We are also advancing
the Asia-Pacific Marine Debris Collaboration Platform to boost regional cooperation
through approaches like policy dialogue and capacity building.

12. From 2024 to 2027, we are investing 64 million USD in the Clean Ocean Project
to prevent and control marine pollution.

13. We are also putting resources into marine science and innovative technologies,
including marine renewable energy and digital ocean data platform. We are also
strengthening ocean literacy through public education and regional cooperation.

Conclusion

14. Dear APEC colleagues. The ocean is our shared responsibility. It connects our
economies, nourishes our people, and sustains life on this planet.

15. We sincerely hope that the outcomes of this meeting will lead us forward—with
greater determination and stronger action. Let us work together for our oceans, and for
the generations yet to come. Thank you.
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Guiding question : How can we enhance ocean resilience and conserve marine

environments for sustainable economic growth?
Opening

1. Esteemed Chair, distinguished Ministers and Heads of Delegations, Good
morning.

2. It is my distinct honor to be with you today in Busan for this important gathering.
We extend our sincere gratitude to Korea for its warm hospitality and the excellent
arrangements for this meeting.

Our Views and Efforts on Guiding Questions

3. Our oceans are facing severe environmental challenges and increasingly frequent
natural disasters, posing threats to safety and causing economic losses. Ensuring the
resilience of our oceans and coastal areas is of paramount importance.

4. Our government has established response mechanisms at the legal and policy
levels in response to climate change and environmental shocks. We enacted the Coastal
Zone Management Act, and developed related protection plans to promote integrated
management. Through conducting science-based comprehensive surveys and
monitoring, we have designated marine protected areas and restored habitats. We have
also implemented nature-based solutions to enhance biodiversity and ocean resilience.

5. Addressing the potential impacts of natural disasters on life safety and property
loss, we have developed early warning systems, including cold damage alerts for
fisheries, wave condition forecasts for marine recreation, and coastal disaster risk
assessments.

6. Furthermore, compound disasters arising from both natural and human factors
also pose significant threats. The seas surrounding us contain critical sea lanes for global
trade and energy transport. Frequent typhoons, shipwrecks, groundings, and cable
breakages create multiple threats to navigation, communication safety, and the coastal
environment. We have invested resources in prevention through monitoring,
navigational pattern analysis, warnings, and immediate response measures, and we have
comprehensive recovery mechanisms in place.

7. Finally, as a responsible member economy, we proudly stand as a reliable and
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constructive partner in APEC. Through international cooperation, such as information
exchange, experience sharing, and capacity building, will enhance regional governance
capabilities.

Conclusion

8. Our policies and actions demonstrate our commitment to working with all of you
to address challenges and move towards sustainable development, aligning with the
"APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040." We look forward to the establishment of the “APEC
Roadmap on Strengthening Ocean Resilience” as an important milestone in promoting
environmental resilience and regional shared prosperity, and building a resilient and
sustainable future for our oceans.

9. Facing the complicated challenges in the oceans, we are resilient — and we must
be. Thank you!
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Guiding question : What are effective strategies to combat IUU fishing and
promote sustainable fisheries and aquaculture?

Opening

1. Honorable Chair, Ministers, Heads of Delegations, Good afternoon.

Our Views and Efforts on Guiding Questions

2. Combating IUU fishing and promoting sustainable fisheries development are
core values in promoting ocean governance and regional food security. As a responsible
and reliable member economy, we have long adhered to the principles of responsible
fisheries, considering this a key policy priority.

3. To achieve this goal, we have implemented various strategies, including
strengthening the legal framework, optimizing management mechanisms, enhancing
seafood traceability, and deepening international cooperation.

4. We have enacted the Distant Water Fisheries Act and related regulations as the
foundation of management. Then we have established a 24-hour monitoring center,
enforced Port State Measures, and assigned fisheries inspectors overseas to strengthen
the management of our fishing vessels. All our distant water fishing vessels are equipped
with electronic logbook systems, integrated with an online application system, which
enhances the efficiency of the landing declaration mechanism and improves seafood
traceability. Our Coast Guard conducts distant-water patrols as part of our commitment
to responsible fisheries.

5. Furthermore, we place great emphasis on safeguarding labor rights in the
fisheries sector by promoting the Fisheries and Human Rights Action Plan, ensuring
safe and decent working conditions.

6. Regarding coastal and inshore fisheries, we adopt a resource sustainability-
oriented approach, implementing management measures for specific fisheries to
monitor catch variations, thereby balancing fishermen's livelihoods with resource
restoration.

7. In the aquaculture sector, we uphold environmentally friendly principles,
developing internationally certified and market-competitive brands and eco-label
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products. This strengthens the resilience and sustainability of the industry value chain,
supporting the sector in addressing climate change and environmental challenges.

Conclusion

8. In conclusion, we support the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies and will
continue to share experiences and deepen cooperation with APEC members. Together,
we aim to promote resilient and inclusive ocean resource management, achieve the
common goals of regional and global sustainable development, and advance towards
the vision of a sustainable blue economy.
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Guiding question : To achieve economic prosperity in the oceans and fisheries
sectors, how can we promote economic empowerment and participation of ALL?
Opening
Honorable Chair, Ministers, Heads of Delegations, Good afternoon.
Our Views and Efforts on Guiding Questions

2. As a member economy, we have consistently played an active and contructive
role in advancing APEC initiatives. We echo the concept of the Blue Economy,
emphasizing that conservation and prosperity must go hand in hand. Through
sustainable management of marine resources, we aim to drive industrial growth. By
fostering inclusive participation and enhancing ocean literacy, we seek to build a marine
economic system with self-driven innovation capabilities.

3. We are a key hub for global container shipping and holds a leading position in
the fisheries sector. Our strategy for promoting the Blue Economy is based on the core
values of industrial development, marine sustainability, gender equality, and just
transition.

4. We have enacted the “Marine Industry Development Act” to establish a clear
legal framework that adheres to ecological sustainability. We support smart innovation,
green transition, and regional revitalization. Our key actions include the deployment of
offshore wind power, promoting of green shipping and smart port management. In
parallel, we are promoting sustainable fisheries and eco-tourism, thereby expanding
employment opportunities and driving technological innovation to further invigorate the
blue economy. We also encourage businesses to incorporate marine conservation into
their ESG commitments. We also actively engage in international exchanges and
knowledge sharing.

5. At this moment, we would like to share our institutional approach that embraces
diverse values. In designating marine protected areas and regulating restricted activities,
we have established a deliberative council that grants minority veto power to Indigenous
and fisher representatives. We also recognize Indigenous Peoples’ rights to natural
resources and grant them the right to free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC), realizing
true co-governance and participatory management.
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Conclusion

6. We look forward to working with APEC partners to foster an inclusive
environment for sustainable ocean development. Our efforts aim to balance ecological
integrity with economic advancement, ensuring meaningful participation from all
stakeholders, including women, youth, and Indigenous Peoples.

7. We not only face challenges but also take action to lead change, through
innovation and collaboration,working together to explore a new course towards a
sustainable blue future. Thank you Chair.

38



{h ~ Bifsk 4 TR
Chair’s Statement on the 2025 APEC Ocean-Related Ministerial Meeting!

Busan, Korea, 1 May 2025

1. We, the Asia- Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Ministers responsible for
Oceans and Fisheries, met in Busan, Republic of Korea, on 1 May 2025. The meeting,
chaired by Kang Do-Hyung, Minister of the Republic of Korea, provided an opportunity
to exchange views related to the theme "Navigating our Blue Future - Connection,
Innovation and Prosperity".

2. In achieving the APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040 for an open, dynamic, resilient and
peaceful Asia-Pacific community by 2040, for the prosperity of all our people and future
generations, we recognize the importance of addressing challenges associated with
ocean and fisheries sustainability through strengthened regional cooperation, including
the efforts of the APEC Ocean and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG).

3. In the face of increasing environmental challenges and disasters, we emphasize the
need for strengthened cooperation through policy dialogue, sharing of information on
best practices, and capacity-building to ensure the sustainability of fisheries and
aquaculture, marine ecosystems and community wellbeing.

4. To enhance the resilience of fisheries and aquaculture, we encourage collaboration on
research, ocean investments and the voluntary sharing of information about relevant
measures, such as studies on shifts in fish stocks, monitoring changes in sea temperature
and acidification, and adaptation measures to address environmental challenges to
fisheries and aquaculture operations.

5. We encourage cooperation within APEC to manage disaster risk and strengthen
preparedness through tools, such as early warning systems and marine disaster data
monitoring, to support the safety and well-being of coastal communities.

6. We encourage collaboration on the collection and analysis of ocean environmental
data through advanced technologies and the development of data-driven resilience
improvement policies, as appropriate. In particular, we encourage cooperation on
education and training, such as sharing successful case studies of data-based resilience
improvement policies.
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7. We instruct the OFWG to work towards the creation of an ‘APEC Ocean Resilience
Enhancement Roadmap’, to contribute to the economic prosperity of APEC economies.

8. We express our concern that marine pollution is threatening human health, fish stocks,
marine biodiversity, and coastal habitats, posing significant economic and social costs
for APEC economies.

9. Recognizing marine debris as a global challenge, we are committed to strengthening
global cooperation and science-based efforts aligned with the APEC Roadmap on
Marine Debris. We also encourage to implement in a timely manner the APEC Non-
binding Guidelines on Services that Support the Clean-up of Marine Debris.

10. Recognizing the importance of using advanced technological approaches while
implementing the APEC Roadmap on Marine Debris, we encourage the research,
development and use of innovative solutions, as appropriate, such as marine debris
monitoring systems, improved waste management, including recycling and upcycling
of discarded plastics, and proper management of fishing gear and aquaculture facility
equipment in order to effectively reduce ghost fishing and marine debris.

11. While exploring a range of appropriate innovative and technological solutions to
address marine debris, such as tracking technology that enables the detection and
recovery of abandoned, lost and discarded fishing and aquaculture gear, we are also
committed to strengthening the professional skills of harvesters and promoting the
exchange of relevant knowledge, information and best practices.

12. We further note the importance of concluding the negotiations of the international
legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment.
This is expected to contribute to a reduction in marine debris and therefore decreased
plastic pollution in marine ecosystems.

13. We also underscore the importance of restoring and conserving marine ecosystems
biodiversity through regional initiatives, appropriate technological innovation,
collaborative research, and engagement with traditional knowledge holders, such as
Indigenous Peoples as appropriate, to protect and restore threatened marine species and
ecosystems, such as mangrove and kelp forests, coral reefs, salt marshes and seagrass
beds, among others.
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14. Recognizing the threat to protected marine species, as well as seabirds, caused by
incidental catch, we welcome APEC economies collaboration to share information and
best practices on bycatch mitigation.

15. The adoption of the "Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction" is noted.

16. We also note the importance of taking effective conservation measures, including
marine protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures to reduce
threats to biodiversity, support sustainable fisheries, and mitigate impacts of
environmental challenges, and call for increased cooperation among APEC economies.

17. Recognizing the critical role of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture in food security,
nutrition and livelihoods, we call on APEC economies to strengthen fisheries
management through science-based approaches to inform decision-making processes,
and to support and cooperate in robust monitoring, control, surveillance, and
enforcement activities to support the sustainable use of the ocean.

18. Tllegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, undermines efforts to sustainably
manage marine fisheries, and harms marine species and ecosystems, threatening
regional food security, economic stability and trade credibility. We urge the continued
development of technical capacity and stronger cooperation among members to
effectively implement the APEC Roadmap on Combating ITUU Fishing. We welcome
best practice sharing in catch documentations systems (CDS) among APEC economies
taking account of the FAO voluntary guidelines.

19. We note that collaboration on combating [UU fishing could include efforts to
enhance monitoring, control and surveillance, including the use of digital technology,
along with strengthening transparency and enforcement. It could also promote capacity
building, development of port inspection processes and personnel, and APEC officials’
ability to develop, review and implement policy tools, such as Plans of Action to combat,
deter and eliminate IUU fishing (POAs-IUU).

20. We further encourage members to exchange best practices and share knowledge and
information about their domestic legal frameworks related to combating IUU fishing,
both bilaterally and through appropriate regional and international fora, including the
Agreement on Port State Measures and regional fisheries management organizations
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(RFMOs), in order to enhance transparency and create coordinated fisheries
management policies.

21. We encourage APEC economies to deposit their instruments of acceptance of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies to facilitate its
entry into force and implementation, and encourage Members to negotiate on additional
provisions on certain forms of fisheries subsidies that contribute to overcapacity and
overfishing to secure a comprehensive fisheries subsidies agreement.

22. Recognizing the essential role of fisheries resources data system in protecting
marine ecosystems and threatened species and ensuring the sustainable management of
ocean resources, we encourage active participation in information sharing, collaborative
research, and capacity-building programs to foster effective and forward-looking
resource management across the region, as appropriate.

23. Recognizing the critical role of aquaculture in improving people’s livelithoods and
job prospects, as well as ensuring food security and nutrition, sustainable aquaculture
development in the Asia-Pacific region supplements the supply of aquatic foods and
reduces dependence on the wild-catch fishing resources. We encourage all economies
to step up cooperation for the sustainable development of aquaculture sectors.

24. Aligned with the mission of the OFWG, we encourage members to promote
sustainable development opportunities in the oceans and fisheries sector including by
fostering public-private partnerships, and enhancing ocean literacy. We also note the
publication of APEC Marine Sustainable Development Report III, and encourage APEC
economies to update the Report.

25. We will continue to promote economic empowerment and participation of all, in line
with the APEC Putrajaya Vision and Aotearoa Plan of Action, to achieve economic
prosperity in the Asia-Pacific’s oceans and fisheries sectors. Through the active
implementation of the APEC Roadmap on Small-Scale Fisheries and Aquaculture, we
continue to support capacity building for all by providing ongoing technical support,
and policy efforts.

26. To effectively tackle the pressing global challenges in the oceans and fisheries sector,
we are committed to fostering strong collaboration among the public sector and diverse
stakeholders, including SMEs, and other businesses, local communities, traditional
knowledge holders, educational institutions, civil society, and workers as appropriate.
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27. Reaffirming the OFWG view on Blue Economy, as an approach to advance
sustainable management and conservation of ocean, coastal resources, and ecosystems,
we encourage APEC economies to facilitate the exchange of information and best
practices, in particular to improve ocean literacy through various outreach programs and
increase the awareness of sustainable economic opportunities and environmental
stewardship in the blue economy, while considering domestic circumstances and
priorities.

28. We call upon the OFWG to continue to collaborate with relevant APEC fora to
implement these goals, and we recognize the contribution of the APEC Marine
Environmental Training and Education Center (AMETEC), and APEC Marine
Sustainable Development Center (AMSDC) and OFWG related activities to regional
capacity building, and the advancement of APEC ocean- and fisheries-related
cooperation

29. We intend to work towards convening the Ocean-related Ministerial Meeting on a
regular basis to ensure the continuity of ministerial-level discussion and to reaffirm our
commitment in maintaining and advancing our shared direction for the ocean and
fisheries sector.

30. We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the Republic of Korea for hosting the 2025
APEC Ocean-related Ministerial Meeting and extending their warm hospitality.

1. This statement, although initially agreed upon by consensus of all member economies,
is being issued as a Chair's Statement due to one economy's withdrawal of support over
its opposition to the geopolitical statement.
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Supplementary Chair's Statement on the Sth APEC Ocean-Related Ministerial
Meeting APEC Korea 2025

In the context of the 5Sth APEC Ocean-Related Ministerial Meeting that took place in
Busan, some economies expressed their views on the war in Ukraine and the situation
in Gaza.

Some economies considered that the issues have an impact on the global economy and
could be treated in APEC, while other economies do not believe that APEC is a forum
to discuss these issues.

Recalling APEC’s foundational principles, the Chair urged economies to uplift their
commitment to the strengthening of APEC as an effective cooperation platform, based

on consensus as its most important tool.

Busan, May 1, 2025
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