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% Today we hosted representatives from Taiwan's Department of
Human Rights and Transitional Justice and the secretary of the Taipei
Representative Office in Poland. They shared Taiwan's journey towards
addressing historical injustices and promoting human rights with us.

I Following World War Il, Taiwan experienced significant political
unrest under the Kuomintang (KMT) government, this period of
omnipresent control of society and authoritarian power is known as
the White Terror. Many victims of political persecution lost their lives,
others were imprisoned and their property confiscated during this
time.

J 2 Today, Taiwan is committed to uncovering the truth, providing
reparations, and preventing future injustices. The Department of
Human Rights and Transitional Justice, established in 2022,
coordinates efforts across various ministries to ensure justice and
reconciliation. Key initiatives include declassifying historical
documents, prosecuting human rights violators, and supporting
victims of past political persecution.

- During our meeting, we also discussed Europe’s experience with its
authoritarian past, ways to engage younger generations in historical
education, and the challenges of maintaining international
partnerships.

, Taiwan's commitment to human rights and transitional justice is a
powerful example of how nations can work towards restoring and

unkeenina democracv.

& We greatly appreciate the insightful dialogue and the opportunity
to explore potential collaborations, particularly in engaging young
people and addressing the legacies of authoritarianism in both Europe

and Asia. @
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Representatives of the government of the Republic of
China (Taiwan) visited the Institute of National
Remembrance — 2 September 2024

Representatives of the govemnment of the Republic of China (Taiwan) visited the Institute of National Remembrance — 2
September 2024; photo: S. Bardski (IPN)

16



Four members of the Taiwan governmental cabinet (Executive Yuan) and the
Secretary of Taipei Representative Office in Poland met with IPN Directors headed
by the Deputy President Prof. Karol Polejowski. A two hour discussion focused on

exchanging information about the structure, tasks and activities of the IPN.

During the meeting Prof. Karol Polejowski outlined some aspects related to the
Institute’s structure and activities. Referring to the transitional justice in Poland,
Prof. Polejowski underlined that it is our duty to search for and to identify the

communist’s victims in order to return them to their families.

Communism has plowed through our society, but has not captured the

minds of Poles, said Prof. Karol Polejowski

The IPN Archive Deputy Director Mariusz Zutawnik, Ph.D. explained procedures of
collecting, preserving and making available the archival files while the IPN
Prosecutor Bogustaw Czerwinski gave an insight on the analysis of the documents
authenticity for investigation purposes. The Director of The Office for
Commemorating the Struggle and Martyrdom Adam Siwek, Ph.D. shared his
experience about commemoration of the memorial sites and the process of

decommunization of public space in Poland and the Vetting Office Deputy Director

Artur Napidra focused on the challenges related to former communist activists

who applied for public service jobs.

The meeting was organized by the IPN Office of International Cooperation. It was
emphasized that from its onset the IPN had been the mentoring institution,

especially in the field of transitional justice.

Fkk

In Taiwan, the issues related to transitional justice were tackled by the Transitional
Justice Commission which was an independent government agency of Taiwan
active from 31 May 2018 to 30 May 2022 based on the Act on Promoting
Transitional Justice. The commission was responsible for the investigation of
actions taken by the Kuomintang (Chinese Nationalist Party) between 15 August
1945 and 6 November 1992. The commission's main aims included making
political archives more readily available, removing authoritarian symbols,
redressing judicial injustice, and producing a report on the history of the period
which delineates steps to further promote transitional justice. A new Department
of Human Rights and Transitional Justice was launched by the Executive Yuan on
27 June 2022 in Taipei City to continue to promote transitional justice and to

protect human rights.

2024.09.06 [ Z¢EC IR IEhE B 450 2 FFE ik
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. Security
Services

Archive

About Us Collections For the public

Archiv bezpecnostnich slozek > News > Visit of a delegation from Taiwan

VISIT OF A DELEGATION FROM TAIWAN

On September 6, 2024, the Minister of the Government of Taiwan, Mr. Ming-Hsin Lin, visited the Security Services Archive with a
delegation from the Human Rights and Transitional Justice Department of the Executive Yuan. The main goal of the visit was the
exchange and sharing of experience in the field of archives, legal settlement and transformation processes, and international
cooperation of memory institutions in democratic countries.

The delegation was welcomed by the director of the Archive, Mr. Miroslav Urbanek, with Mr. Lubomir Augustin, Head of Office
and Kamil Nedvédicky, First Deputy Director of the Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes. The delegation first visited the
premises and workplaces of the Archives department in Prague-Branik. Here, the managers presented samples of archival
materials and gave an expert presentation on the management of the archival collections of the former Czechoslovak
communist intelligence service with a focus on the Far East and China. Subsequently, they visited the digitization and restoration
workplace, where the employees showed them examples of damaged archives and their repairs, the digitization system and
other work with scanned copies.

The Taiwanese delegation was interested in the functioning of the Archive, processing and making available the materials of the
former communist security forces. The legislative and economic framework and other legislative processes on the basis of which
the Archive carries out its activities were presented. Last but not least, the working meeting concerned international cooperation
and the activities of institutions within the professional organization Platform of European Memory and Conscience.

]
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ustav pro studium ‘ VYZV{\ Moz«a ]»te

o~
.~ totalitnich rezimu ?L

(6. 9. 2024) — V patek 6. zafi 2024 navétivil Ustav pro studium totalitnich rezima Lin Ming-hsin, ministr bez portfeje
tchajwanské viady doprovazeny péti¢lennou delegaci. Hlavnim cilem navstévy bylo setkani s vedenim Ustavu a sdileni
zkuSenosti v oblasti transformacnich procesu &i zfizovani pamétovych instituci v nové vznikajici demokracii.

Setkani probéhlo primo v prostorach Archivu bezpecnostnich sloZek v Praze-Braniku. Zahranicni navstévu privitali spolu s
Ladislavem Kudrnou, feditelem Ustavu pro studium totalitnich rezimi a Kamilem Nedvédickym, 1. naméstkem feditele
také zastupci vedeni Archivu bezpecnostnich slozek

.Vzhledem k dlouhodobé absenci specializovaného oddéleni pro lidska préva v ramci exekutivy byla u nas implementace
politiky lidskych prav ztiZena,* prohlasil na vod Lin Ming-hsin a dodal, Ze Oddéleni pro lidska prava a transformaéni
spravedinost Viykonného dvora Yuan bylo zfizeno aZ v roce 2022. Ceska republika si pfi feSeni historie autoritafské viady sice
nezvolila cestu ustanoveni jednoho stalého specializovaného nezavislého organu, ktery by koordinoval celkovou politiku tykajici
se transformacni spravedinosti, coZ ale neznamena, Ze by tchajwansky model musel byt méné stabilni, nebot tzv. transformaéni
spravedinost zajistuje taktéZ koordinaci a dohled nad zpfistupriovanim politickych archivi, identifikaci a nakladanim s pachateli.
Vlastni koncepce zahraniénich kolegd se v mnoha aspektech podoba koncepci ¢innosti ceskych pamétovych instituci véetné
Ustavu pro studium totalitnich rezimu.

——
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Béhem témér dvouhodinovéno setkani spojeného s prohlidkou prostor Archivu bezpeénostnich sloZek se vedle fady dalSich
témat hovorilo napfikiad o roli Siroké vefejnosti ve sporech ohledné hodnotovych pohledd na historii, strategii zkoumani historie
nacistické a komunistické éry a o pfikladech vyfeSenych pfipadi na zakladé domacich archivnich zdrojd. ,Ustav pro studium
totalitnich rezimd je nejvétsi pamétova instituce v Ceské republice. Nasi historikové a odbornici pravidelné vystupuji na
mezinarodnich kolokviich, jsou ¢leny rady viddnich i neviddnich organizaci a asto se podileji na formovani novych pristupd v
oblasti zkoumani historie,* prohlasil Ladislav Kudrna, feditel Gstavu, ktery prosazuje intenzivni zahranicni spolupraci nejen na
evropské Urovni od roku 2022, kdy se ujal pozice $éfa instituce.

Podle Kudrny ma byt zkoumani a napravovani zlogind totality pfirozenym znakem vyspélych demokracii, ale soucasné by se
nemélo zapominat na zddraziiovani vyznamu ceskych osobnosti v evropském kontextu. ,V rémci setkani se nam navic podarilo
dohodnout dalsi spolupraci a sdileni zkuSenosti z poznéavani nedavné minulosti,“ dopinil Kamil Nedvédicky.

Ladislav Kudrna na zavér setkani rovnéz sdélil, Ze malokdo vi, Ze obé zemé maji spole¢nou minulost. Zminil, Ze jako historik
napsal nékolik knih a studii o Cesich a Slovacich, ktefi bojovali v prvni valce ve Vietnamu jako prisluSnici francouzskeé cizinecké

legie. Po poraZce generalissima Cankajska v Cinské obéanské valce nasi legionafi pres Gizemi Indo&iny doprovazeli ustupujici
Cinské vojaky sméfujici na Tchaj-wan.
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