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NEWS | CULTURE REVIEW

Review: Classic Chinese Opera Gets New Look

By Monica Tong

July, 2024 5:08pm GMT+8 / MY1

sical Opera Review: Taiwan’s GuoGuang ( Ipera (‘f.w:l.':m.';,' Modernizes Classic Beijing Opera To Attract

Audience

o W Az Pacific China  Chinese classic opera  culture klpac kuala lumpur  Monica Tong Music Music Press Asia

performing arts reportage review Sentul serious art Southeast Asia Traditional music

Before vou think of this as a dull old show on a stage, get a new perspective!

bering your preferences and repeat visits. By clicking “Accept”, vou consent to the use of ALL the cookies.
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Magic comes to life

in Taiwan opera

SAW a leap of such pre-
cision and a fall from
an altar table with
wonderful grace
that have left my |
mmnﬂmmm;

'me skills of Tatwan's
GuoBuang Opera Com-
pany troupe in Jingju Magic

Love & Bewilderment’ drew
resonant gohs and ahhs, and thun-
darsus applausa over the weakend
atthe Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts
Centre.

The performance of "Guiying’s
Accusation of Wang Kuei at the Temple'
was simply scintillating theatre.

With a sparse stage satting and a
propor two, actor Hsich Le's portrayal
of awronged woman was charged with
emotion asshe pleaded to the Sea God
for justice,

In making her case, she danced a
dervishwith long slaoves forming fan-
like formations.

Than sha leaped snts the altar
table, landing ina cross-legged stance,
and wailed to the god of the sea.

In har exquisite sorrow, she fainted
off the table in a backward il landing
aver 5o gantly on the stage floor in a
full fat prostate pose.

The years of practice it must have
taken for this 24-year-old aclor to get
that all just right, with no injury, in
perfect iming to live music by three
musicians tucked away in a corner of
the stagel

Her lament in typical Chinese oper-
atic high tone was moving.

She told her tale of being jilted by
one Wang Kul who, despite promises,
marriad inta a rich, connected family.

This 11th-century tale is still popu-
larwith Chinese opera enthusiasts, but
then wha doesa’t feel for a poor, jilied
girl, eh?

The performance began with Gui-
ying as aghost, and her story was told
through a flashback.

‘Guiying's Accusation of War
atthe Temple’ came after The Death
of Zhou Yu', which is an excerpt from
the Romance of the Three Kingdomns.

Itwascleverlywovenintn the end of
that first performance by a graveyard
scene with Zhou Yu's wile molifming at
his grave.

Along comes two protagonists from
the Underworld, and they talk about

the god did not finish her off a5 8
ghost, and thus Guiying's story enters
the stage,

Nicely done, | thought, The whole
performance was in Mandarin with
succinct English and Mandarin sur-
titles,

The start of the show with “The
Death of Zhou Yu' showcased martial

artist Huang Shih-hung’s acrobatic
skills,

Ina battle with the spposjng
wmml. Zham Fvlr“ng

@ﬂwheel; and even

Hls costume topped
by 3 headdress boasting
two long plumed pheas-

ant feathars was interast
ing since he could even make
one of the feathers part ol his

Ala? hadios in the end, mmdan

All this i5 told lhvwoh his move-
ments and that was effective enough
as you see it through the imagination
created on stage.

Such s the magic of theatre, an
engaging and creative experience
through and through,

Ina post-show talk, director Peng
Chun-kang spoke about the fire-
breathing gimmick used by one of the
actors.

Ha said it took much practica and
had the mouth ulcers to prove it too!

Pﬂdﬂdﬂnmhpﬁﬂk‘.hﬂlm

. sly
visited his grave, probably moved the

Wmmmmmnswmam

gods with her loyal asthe
two were eventually reunited at the

The battle was told mime,
with easy-to-follow mavements and
artistic grace that kept reminding me
of the traditional Malay mak yong art
form

When Zhou Yu was journeying (o
the battlefield, he rode an imaginary
harsa, and even the harse had to give
i to wearingss.

liance.

The three shows, ‘Double Bill of
Jingju Magic', ‘Avenging Zidu' and
Zhuangzi Teats His Wife will alss be
staged during the George Town Fosti
val (GTF] at Dewan Budaya, Umwum
Sains Malaysia, in Penang at 2.30pm
on July 20 and 21.

For more datails and uckets, visit
www,dmdn:«‘.wn.

e,
ith Guiying (Hsich Le) as a ghost.

of ‘Gulping's Accusation of Wang Kuei at the Temple’ began

4 Guiliii

Hiieh Le's déxt

F ayal of the

g g in ‘Gulying’s Accusation of Wang Kuel at the Temple' was a sight to behold. s couniesy oF ki pacieonnis ean
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show. - (,quuang Opera

It's 'Jhgju'
magic time

Taiwan's top Peking opera troupe set for KLPac and
George Town Festival shows in July.

By M. IRSYAD
lifestyle@thestar.com.my

THIS July, brace your-

self for a cultural spec-

tacle as the traditions of

Jingju (Peking opera)
centre stage, cour-

tesy of the GuoGuang

. 8 Opem Company from

e premlere of the
Magic - Love &
3 nt show,
‘presented in Mandarin
with English and

Mandam\ subtitles, will ¥

an ensemble of 29
and musicians

Li shows off his acting and combat
skills, while wearing his opera cos-
tume during a demonstration ses-
sion at KLPac recently CHAN

KIEN MING

iarising people with .
Peking opera. Sufficient
information about
GuoGuang Opera

§ Company’s performanc-
es will surely capture the
crowd’s interest.

At KLPac, two cast
members offered a brief
glimpse of the theatrical
experience.

Performer Li Jia-de,
who takes on a male
martial artist role
(“Wusheng”), showcased
his physical prowess

* with acrobatic stunts,
along with a range of
character movements
and poses he utilises

© when playing a war gen-
eral. 2 ]

“  “The (opera) teacher
would make us (actors)

do splits and poses
standing on one leg, to

~ prepare us for the physi-
cal demands of the
opera. It takes about

eight years of training, two of those years
are for physmal training, while the
remainder is to get into the charactensa-

tion of the role,” said Li.

He explains that the minimalist stag
design and few props ensure the
is solely on the performers, who adeptly
conjure the enchantment of gxand thea- "

otlight

her performance ofa
Gubring‘s ‘Accusation Of Wang Kuei, whi

essed the emotions of a worr
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The Guoguang Opera Company will

perform their latest show, Jingju Magic:

love & Bewilderment’, here this July.

A scene from ‘The Death of Zhou Yu', one of the stories presented

in ‘Jingju Magic: Love & Bewilderment’. (Guoguang Opera

Company pic)

In the role of a ‘Wusheng’, Li Jia-de demonstrates both his acting
skills and physical prowess. (Moganraj Villavan @ FMT Lifestyle)

Lin Ting-yu showing off her impressive vocals while dressed in

a costume that conveys her ch

(Moganraj Villavan @ FMT Lifestyle]

’s status and opulence.

Taiwanese Peking opera
troupe set to bring

Magic’ to Malaysia

Toon Kit Yi @ FMT Lifestyle - 27 MAY 2024, 08:00 AM

KUALA LUMPUR: Fans of Chinese opera, rejoice! This July, Taiwan’s
Guoguang Opera Company returns to Malaysia after a nine-year hiatus
to perform their new show “Jingju Magic: love & Bewilderment”.

Presented in the form of two double bills, the production will see some 29
actors and musicians gracing the Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre
(klpac) in Sentul from July 12-14.

Programme A consists of “Zhuangzi Tests his Wife” and “Lu Wenlong”,
while programme B features “The Death of Zhou Yu" and “Guiying's
Accusation of Wang Kuei at the Temple” — stories about honour, morality,
remorse and desire told through music and song, dance, acrobatics and
martial arts.

During a visit to klpac recently, Guoguang Opera CEO Chang Yu-hua
expressed happiness over the troupe’s return to Malaysia. “It's good to
be back, and we hope to further familiarise audiences with this form of
performing arts,” he said.

Two cast members also offered a glimpse of what audiences can look
forward to. Depicting @ “Wusheng”, or male martial artist, Li Jia-de
showcased his physical prowess by performing acrobatic stunts and
movements in his role as a war general - from as simple as crossing the
threshold of a doorway, to pretending to ride a horse.

“We can’t actually bring a horse onto the stage, so the way we move
needs to be calculated to convince you of the act,” Li explained.

He also shared that their regime as performers can be gruelling: from
daily physical training to build stamina, flexibility and endurance, to
immersing themselves in a role through acting lessons, it takes years of
hard work.

Fellow cast member Lin Ting-yu demonstrated the powerful vocals required
of her for her “Dan” role, which refers to a female role in Chinese opera.

Dressed in a beautiful, flowing floral costume, she noted that its long,
wide sleeves — known as “water sleeves” — are not just aimed at being
aesthetically pleasing.

“During the play, some audiences will be seated quite far from the stage;
so wide sleeves and exaggerated movements are necessary to convey
my character’s emotions,” she explained.

The costume is also a symbol of class, as only ladies from noble families
would have had clothes with such a design, in stark contrast with a
maid’s costume,

“Not to mention, we have to be on tiptoes for hours on end because
of how tiny her shoes are, to showcase her grace and elegance!” Lin
added.

According to Chang, Guoguang Opera Company has been promoting
Jingju — or Peking opera, a predominant form of Chinese opera — through
performances at home and abroad for close to three decades now.

After their performances at klpac, the troupe heads to Penang to perform
at the George Town Festival as one of its international highlights on July
20 & 21.

“So, whether you're a newbie or longtime opera fan, everyone is welcome
to come and enjoy our show. We hope audiences will appreciate our
stories, given their focus on themes such as human nature, as well as
their simplicity,” he concluded.
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Taiwan's top Peking opera troupe set for KLPac,
George Town Festival shows

—_ 080000 -

CAMBODIA 1z3go

Khmer martial arts tour
at Angkor revives
history, promotes...

Two opera characters battling out in 'The Death Of Zhou Yu' story segment of the 'Jingju Magic - Love
ARTS 314ug2024 & Bewilderment' show. Photo: GuoGuang Opera Company
Weekend for The Arts,
Merdeka special: Art
jams, sketch walks... n July, brace yourself for a cultural spectacle as the traditions of Jingju (Peking operaj
take centre stage, courtesy of the GuoGuang Opera Company from Taiwan.

ARTS 31A4ug2024

KL Literature and Art The premiere of the Jingju Magic show, presented in Mandarin
Fair revelsin the with English and Mandarin subtitles, will see an ensemble of 29 actors and musicians

delightful wonders of... lighting up KLPac's Pentas 1 stage from July 12-14.

Following this, GuoGuang Opera Company will head up to Penang for the Georgs

(%)

Festival on July 20 and 21, where it is scheduled to perform as one of the festiv

international highlights this year.

Jingju Magic-Love & Bewilderment presents a duo of double bills: Zhuangzi Tests His Wife
and Lu Wenlong, The Death Of Zhou Yu, and Guiying’s Accusation Of Wang Kuei At The
Temple. This fusion of traditional and contemporary performances highlights GuoGuang

Opera Company’s evolution over nearly three decades in the opera realm.
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klPac Line Up Diverse Shows During July Blending East &
West, Classics & Electronica

Arts & Culture | Kuals Lumpur | Nows

o Cheah 70 28 2024

This July, KLPac have a fabulously diverse lineup of captivating shows that bring you on a journey from the West to t

from classical to electronica. A busy month of choices indeed for music lovers.

Jingju Magic: Love & Bewilderment (12 — 14 July) — Pentas 1

World renowned GuoGuang Opera Company presants two double bills that showcase the magical qualities of Peking opera, Known fc

modem sensibilities, the troupe offers a unique gateway to experience age-old culture. GuoGuang successfully reversed the trend of
audience and performs to sell out shows in Taiwan. To celebrate their retum to KL after nine years, these special excerpts showcase
magical qualities of Jingju (Peking opera) from its enchanting story based on lterary classics like the Romance of the Three Kingdom
spellbinding technigues of its performers executing martial arts combat scenes or complex skills such as water sleeves and ghostly
movements. Performed in Mandarin with English & Mandarin surtitles by an impressive cast of 29 actors and musicians, their 3-day K
performance is made possible by the Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in Malaysia, klpac and National Center for Traditional Arts (Tai
the support of the Ministry of Culture (Taiwan), Advantech Foundation and Pixel World.

The Age of Romance with The klpac String Orchestra (12 - 14) July 2024 — Pentas 2
The klpac String Orchestra under the baton of Resident Conductor and Music Director, Andrea Sim, presents a colourful progr.

composers from Europe, Russia and South America induding Mendelssohn’s Overture to a Midsummer Night's Dream, Tchaikovsky's

Themes from Romeo and Jubet, Dvorak's Camival Overture and selections from Bizet's Carmen.
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