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“‘Grand Opening of the Taiwan and
Palau Ocean Science Educatlon Center

Talwan and Palau Ocean
Science Education Center was
launched atthe Palau Commu-

- nity College (PCC)on April 30,

2024. President Surangel S.
Whipps, Jr., Deputy Minister of
National Science and Technot-

(Tanwan)an-Tsong Lin, Am-
bassador Jessica Lee, Presi- |
dent of PCC Dr.- Patnck Telles

(H’ /7

Minister of Agrlcu|ture Flsher-‘
ies, and the Environment Ste-
‘ven Victor, Minister of Education
~ Dr. Dale Jenkins, Ngirturong |
~ John Sugiyama from Council of -
- Chief,
~ Association & Governor of Me-
ogy Council (NSTC of ROC

Chairman of Governor

lekeok State Henaro M. Polloi,
Governor of Koror State Eyos

Rudimeh, Speaker@f Ngechsar  ©
{ State Jackson Dolgtok. ) ponve\'

‘operation in

22

ner of Taiwan Ocean Union Dr.
Ku6-Ping Chiang, Professors of
National Sun Yat-sen University

- (NSYSU) Dr. Chin-Chang Hung,

Dr. Tse-Min Lee, Associate
Professor of Mational Penghu
University of Science and Tech-
nology, and the representatives
from many ocean-related NGOs
attended the opening ceremony.

President Whipps stated

that Palau has always attached
great importance to marine con-

servation, but it also needs to
make the world aware of Palau’s
efforts. Taiwan and Palau have
always had close relations, and
he is happy to see further co-
cgeld of marine

scientific ‘rese He believes

’that this center can n’amnly help

to cultlvate Palaus marine tal-
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palau attend the 25th WC As

2 DI L di
~ Pacific Regional Heads of customs A
Conference as its newest member 0

The 25th WCO Asia / Pacific
Regional Heads of Customs Ad-
ministration Conference was
held from14th-19th April 2024,
in Sydney, Australia. Repre-
senting the Republic Palau as
its newest member was John
Tarkong Jr,, Director, Bureau of
Customs and Border Protection.
The objectives of the meeting
were for the delegates from the
Asia/Pacific region to discuss is-

«es, Friday. May 03, 2024

incorporating suitable pro- 1
ons in the government code
‘onduct and cnsuring trans-

{
ency from the tobacco indus- g‘
b}

Island Times. Friday, May 03. 2

Grand opening of the
Taiwan and Palau Ocean
Science Education Center

on production, marketing,

financial activitics. There is
) a need to enhance aware-
s among government depart-
1ts regarding policies related
VHO FCTC Article 5.3 and its
jelines.

The report suggests specific :
ns for the Palau government & sues of common interest and to
@ MAY, 10 exchange their views and experi-
- ences to further enhance a coop-

-
erative and inclusive approach
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_Taiwan and Palau Ocean
Science Education Center was
launchedatthePalauCommunity
College (PCC) on April 30, 2024.
President Surangel S. Whipps,
Jr., Deputy Minister of National
Science and Technology Council
(NSTC) of ROC (Taiwan) Minn-
Tsong Lin, Ambassador Jessica
Lee, President of PCC Dr. Patrick
Tellei, Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries, and the Environment
Steven Victor, Minister of Edu-
‘cation Dr. Dale Jenkins, Ngirtur-
ong John Sugiyama from Council
of Chief, Chairman of Governor
Association & Governor of Me-
lekeok State Henaro M. Polloi,
Governor of Koror State Eyo:
Rudimch, Speaker of Ngechs:
State Jackson Doktok, Conve-
ner of Taiwan Ocean Union Dr.
Kuo-Ping Chiang, Professors of
National Sun Yat-sen University
(NSYSU) Dr. Chin-Chang Hung,
Dr. Tse-Min Lee, Associate Pro-
fessor of National Penghu Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy, and the representatives
from many ocean-related NGOs
attended the opening ceremony.
President Whipps stated
that Palau has always attached
great importance to marine con-
servation, but it also needs to
make the world aware of Palau’s,
efforts. Taiwan and Palau have
always had close relations, and
he is happy to see further coop-
eration in the field of marine sci-
entific rescarch. He believes that
this center can notonly help to cul-
tivate Palau’s marine talents but
also can help to make the world-
aware of what Palau has done and
the importance of the ocean.
Deputy Minister Lin men-
tioned that this center will be-
come an important bridge for

Taiwan's assistance to Palau’s
education has always been !
pragmatic and proactive, Man- |
darin volunteers came to Palau ‘
to teach Mandarin soon after the
diplomatic relationship estab-
lished in 1999. Also, the science
building Which has already bro-
ken ground and professors who
will come to Palau to teach ma- |
rine science in the near future
will be important support for
PCC to establish a bachelor of
science program which will be
started this August. |
Ambassador Lee stated that |
Taiwan’s NSTC and Palau’s Mi
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Environment (MAFE) signed
a MOU on marine research co-
operation, and NSYSU signed a
MOU on cooperation with MAFE,
PCC and Palau International
Coral Reef Center in 2023. The
establishment of a joint ocean
science education center marks
a significant milestone in foster-
ing deeper marine collaboration

between Taiwan and Palau. PCC,
where the center is located, used
to only have Mandarin language
courses, but now we have the
Taiwan Digital Opportunity Cen-
ter set up in 2023 and the Ocean
Science Education Center in 2024.
She believes there will be more
collaboration in more fields in
the future. Theses collaboration
demonstrates the firm friend-
ship between the two countries.

Thé! Ocean ' Science Educa-
tion Center will regularly con-
duct practical outdoor teaching
-demonstrations for the govern-

mental departments, research.
centers and school science

teachers. The: program will es-

b
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to the priorities of the region.
Delegates from 23 Members of
the region, representatives from
the WCO Secretariat, the Asia/
Pacific Regional Office for Ca-
pacity Building (ROCB A/P), and
the Asia/Pacific Regional Intelli-
gence Liaison Office (RILO A/P)
participated in the meeting.
palau was welcomed and
recognized as its 186th mem-
ber, signaling a new era of inter-
national cooperation. The WCO,
with its mission to improve the

| efficiency and effectiveness of

Customs administrations world-
wide, welcomes Palau’s mem-
bership as a testament to the Or-
ganization’s growing i fl 0]
and reach. It is a step towards
fostering better cooperation in
the region, enhancing economic
sccur.il‘y, ’and " promoting sus-
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that the WCO Asia /Pacific Com-
munique for Gender
ity and Diversity recognized the
role of Customs in creating a safe
and accessible trading environ-
ment for all stakeholders at the
border. It is important for Cus-
toms administrations to reflect
on the society which they serve,
and to uphold strong values of
good governance, transparency,
representation and inclusion of
all stakeholders and not tolerate

P through

improved Customs practices.

The meeting began with
welcome remarks from the
Commissioner and Comptroller-
General of Customs of Australia,
Mr. Michael Outram, as the WCO
Vice Chair of the Asia Pacific re-
gion. He expressed his gratitude
to Customs Administrations in
the Asia/Pacific Region for their
active participation in this meet-
ing to discuss regional challenges,
priorities and strategy while shar-
ing their experiences and
ingregional cooperation.

In his opening remarks and
report, the new: Secretary §§Il-

eral, Mr. lan Saunders, pro
an update on WCO policy and
initiatives. The Asia/Pacific Re-
gional Office of Capacity c

ing (ROCB A/P) E;_pvlded

The Asia /Pacific Regional
Intelligence office (RILO_A/P)
provided their report. The head
of RILO A/P, Mr. Toshikiko Os-
awa provided an update. With
Palau as its newest members,
we now have 35 members from
the Asia Pacific region. Mr. Os- .Mem!
awa explained their structure, posal
staff, operations and activities Trair
taken over the past year. He exist
talked about risk analysis and  tre..
the available data used for anal-

148 Guigh sy, wd

ocean exchanges between Tai-  state and Koror state to conduct |
wan and Palau. In addition toen- marine environme! ‘R?!'&WFWP{
hancing Palauans’ understand-  collection and pi g cq‘}nﬁ
ing of various marine sciences, during extreme rain! ll or he
+'he also looks forward to using 'waves to observe the i
this center as a platform to allow  extreme weather 0

. more peopleto come heretolearn  Furthermore, th"q P
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the maritime wisdom of Palau in‘: collect: Palau
the future and hopes the center d und
will strengthen the friendship be-

- tween the two countries.

~ Dr. Tellei said that PCC

~signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) with NSYSU
last year and he is please to see
the establishment of the Ocean

- Science Education Center today.
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