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OIRSA is an international organism whose mission is to 
support the efforts of each Member states' Ministries and 
Secretariats of State  of Agriculture and Livestock in the 

development of Plant and Animal Health plans, Quarantine 
Services and Food Safety. 

Regional Direction of Quarantine Services

SEPA- is the Agriculture and Livestock Protection 
Service, currently operating in Guatemala and Honduras. 
Responsible for carrying out intrusive and non-intrusive 

inspection in maritime, air and terrestrial means of 

luggage. 

SITC- is the International Quarantine Treatment Services, 
currently operating in all member states of OIRSA: 

México, Belize, Central America, and Dominican Repubic.
In charge of applying quarantine treatments as needed 
due to interception of a regulated plage or pre-shipment 

requirements. 
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OIRSA is promoting the exploration of other 
fumigant options to reduce the use of methyl 
bromide, in accordance with the agreements 

established in the Montreal Protocol.

Progress has been made in Panama for the 
registration of EDN in the country to be used as a 

fumigant in wood.

Last February, with the support of the Plant Health 
Direction of the Ministry of Agricultural 

Development, MIDA, a first field application exercise 
of the EDN was carried out in Panama.
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OIRSA is committed to offering the Ministries of Agriculture 
and Livestock of the member states the best tools for the care 
of their agricultural heritage, as well as promoting the opening 

of new international trade partners.

It is for this reason that the construction of an irradiation plant 
for products of animal and plant origin is sought in at least one 

of the countries in the region.

Actions have been carried out with support from the National 
Center for Electron Beam Research at Texas A&M University 

for the implementation of this irradiation plant.
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The Canine Unit program in OIRSA region began 
in 2018. At this moment we have over 90 service 

dogs for agricultural quarantine protection. 

In Dominican Republic, an innovative procedure 
was implemented in 2021 due to the declaration 
of  presence of ASF, making the non-intrusive 
inspection in origin in departure passengers to 

prevent potentially risky products to reach free of 
disease countries. 

Additionally, the canine unit has been adding new 
interest scents in their olfactory memory. Last 
April, a group of 21 canine units, traveled to 

Panamá to impregnate in their olfactory memory, 
the scent of New World Screwworm (NWS) to 

strengthen inspection of animals in borders and 
animal mobilization check-points. 
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VIRTUAL SIMULATION ROOM WITH IMMERSIVE TECHNOLOGIES
Is a new project for the training of our quarantine officials, specially for scenarios that are difficult to 
access in real life situations, like aircrafts and ships, and in possible dangerous situations like first 

training in a fumigation site. 

Incorporation
of New 

Technologies

Promoting
Regional
Reserch

Strengthening
of regional 
unification

Creation of a 
sustainable 

project 
formulation unit
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