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Representation, Voting in a process, and Citizen Leadership in the
French Conventions
(=) Blueprint for Activated Citizenship
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(=) Applying a power analysis to Al
(PY) Can we make Al regulation legitimate?
(71) The advantages and disadvantages of Al facilitated deliberation
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“Governing Citizens’ Assemblies” Schedule

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28,2024

Location: Sterling Memorial Library Lecture Hall, 120 High Street, New Haven, CT

Pre-Conference Reception and Dinner for Program Participants Only: To be held on Tuesday evening, February 27; see details below,

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27,2024
6:30-9:00 PM

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2024
B:30-9:00 AM

©:00-9:05 AM

©:05-10:45 AM

10:45-11:00 AM

Pra-Conference Reception and Dinner (only for participants on the conference schedule below)
The Study at Yale Hotel Penthouse, 1157 Chapel Street, New Haven, CT

Coffee and light continental breakfast available at the confe venue
Sterling Memorial Library Lecture Hall, 120 High Street, New Haven, CT

Introduction

* Héldne Landemare, Professor of Political Science, Yale University; Distinguished Researcher, Oxford
University Institute for Ethics in Al

Wha Governed the French Conventions?

* Sandrine Rui: "What Does Governing a Citizens’ Assembly Mean: Power and
Contingency at the Citizens’ Convention on End of Life®
* Jean-Michel Fourniau on the Citizens Convention for Climate (CCC): “Political Mandate and
Governance of a Citizens' Assembly”
* Chloé Santoro: "Voting in a deliberative process: what, when, how to vote and who decides?”
* Héldne Landemore and Théophile Pénigaud: “The case for self-ruling citizens’
assemblies: Governance, Representation, and Citizen Leadership in the French
Conventions.”
* Reaction by Claire Thoury and Nathalie Berriau

Moderated by: Antonin Lacelle-Webster, Postdoctoral Associate with the Democratic Innovations
Program at ISPS, Yale University

Coffee Break
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Citizen Voice and Minorities Representation, and Leadership in the French Citizens’ Conventions

* Christiane Rafidinarivo, "Representation of Minorities Within Citizens' Assemblies: the Experience
of the Citizens’ Convention for Climate”

* Miguel Von Fedak “Stories of Discontent: Moments of Tension and Distrustin the
French Convention on the End of Life”

11:00-12:40 PM * Marjan Ehsassi, “Blueprint for Activated Citizenship: Designing for Legitimacy & Transformative

Change

* Reaction from online participants: Mathieu Sanchez (member of the Citizens Convention for
Climate), Harry Alzire, Martial Breton, Soline Castel, and Léo Van Nieuwenhove (members of the
Citizens’ Convention on End-of-Life Issues)

Moderated by: Jane Suiter, Professor of Political Communication at Dublin City University

12:40-2:00 PM Lunch Break

International Perspective on Citizens’ Assemblies and other Democratic Innovations Governance

» Jane Suiter, “The Ongoing Internal Evolution of Citizens’ Assemblies in Ireland”
* Antoine Vergne, “Governing Citizens' Assemblies: A Reflective Approach Leading to Two

Blueprints”
* Min Reuchamps , “Governing Permanent Citizens’ Assemblies in Belgium”
2:00-3:45FPM * Claire Mellier, “The 2021 Global Citizens’ Assembly on the climate and ecological crisis: A power-

sensitive exploration of governance”
* Reaction by Claudia Chwalisz and Gaétane Ricard-Nihoul

Moderated by: Colin Scicluna, Head of Cabinet to the Vice President for Democracy & Demography,
European Commission

3:45-4:00 PM Coffee Break

Roundtable; Should Citizens’ Assemblies be more like sovereign parliaments or not?

* Thierry Beaudet, President of the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council

* Cristina Lafont, Professor of Philosophy at Northwestern University

* Héléne Landemore, Professor of Political Science, Yale University; Distinguished Researcher, Oxford
4:00-5:30 PM University Institute for Ethicsin Al

s Myriam Souami, Member of the Citizens’ Convention on End-of-Life Issues

Moderated by: Alexandra Cirone, Assistant Professor of Government at Cornell University and Visiting
fellow at the Yale Institution for Social and Policy Studies

6:30-9:00PM Conference Dinner and Welcome Reception (only for specially invited guests from both conferences)
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“Governing (with) Al” Schedule

The following is the working schedule for Governing (with) Al, taking place 29 February-1March at Yale. The event wlll be structured as two days of
collaborative working sessions, along with optional evening activities on Tuesday night.

The agenda is being designed 2s a combination of planned sessicns and emergent participant-driven discussions, and specific topics will be placed into time
slots based on input at the meeting from those In attendance. Sessions will be dialog- and outcome-oriented rather than presentations or lecture format.

For more information about the workshop format, please visit our page on the agenda overview and guidelines

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29,2024
Overlapping with “"Governing Citizens Assemblies” Conference until 12:40 PM

Location: Sterling Memorial Library Lecture Hall, 120 High Street, New Haven, CT

Pre-Conference Reception and Dinner: To be held on Wednesday evening, February 28; see detalls below.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 Conference Reception and Dinner (for invited guests from both conferences)
6:30-9:00 PM Taste of China, 954 Chapel Street, New Haven, CT

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29 Coffee and light continental breakfast avallable 2t the conference venue
8:30-9:00 AM Sterling Memorial Library Lecture Hall, 120 High Street, New Haven, CT

Opening Session

The event will be called to order with a friendly and fast-paced kickoff that includes words of welcome from
the hosts, brief participant introductions, along with overviews of the agenda, participation guidelines and
meeting logistics.

£:00 - 9:30 AM

Surveying the Potential for Augmenting Democratic Governance Using Al

The program will begin with a series of interactive learning dialogues that explore selected facets at the
Intersection of Al and democratic governance. Participants will be invited to rotate between topics across the
course of the session.

Therole of Al in deliberative democracy

Can a chatbot facilitate deliberation?

Uslng Al to synthesize a collective will

The tools of gavernance (as opposed to government)

Privacy and security issues in the use of Al in democratic processes
Adversarial uses of Al in democracy

Applying a power analysis to Al

%30-10;45 AM

10:45 - 11:00 AM Break
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11:00 AM - 12230 PM

1230 -130PM

1:30-3:00 PM

3:00-3115PM

315 -4:30 PM

4:30 - 5:00 PM

6:30-9:00 FM

Friday, March 1, 2024

8:30-9:00 AM

00 - 915 AM

Defining and Debugging Al Use Cases in Democratic Governance

The second half of the morning will focus on deeper discovery and problem articulation,
designed to inform subsequent strategy and design sessions.

Mapping use cases for Al in citizens assemblies

Inventerying the bugs of citizen assemblies that Al might solve

The ad ges and disad ges of Al facilitated deliberation

Open problems in using Al tools to connect citizens’ assemblias to the macro-public

Demacratic affordances: What does Al today make possible for democracy that previous technological
and other revolutions did not?

Employing Al to enhance citizen participation in international dispute resolution on collective rights
Barriers and opportunities for the use of LLMs and chatbots in democratic deliberation outside the
English-speaking world

* Towards a threat model of Al in democratic contexts

Lunch
Participants are encouraged to dine with those who they have not yet met or engaged.

This is the end of the overlap between the “Governing Citizens' Assemblies” conference and the “Governing
(with) Al" canference. Invited guests from both conferences are welcome to stay for lunch. Invited guests
from "Governing Citizens' Assemblies” are free to depart Yale.

Interactive Debates

As a bridge to strategy and design sessions, participants will be invited to propose compelling provocations
and debatable assertions that probe and test the interplay between Al, governance and democracy.

Strategic Working Sessions

These working sessions willinvite participants to further explore both Al in governance as well as governance
of Al Topics have been identified during pre-event engagement and planning.

Session facilitators will briefly introduce the objective of each session, and participants may then elect to join
the session of their choice. Report-backs will be done at the end of the session slat.

Sessions currently anticipated to be in this time slot are:

Enumerating and comparing design patterns for global deliberation

How is Al currently regulated at the global level and what are the insufficiencies of that approach?
What has worked before to positively shape technological development?

The Power Question: Who controls Al, who owns the data, who is connectad to Al, who benefits and
who suffers?

Will the "average voter” be the primary point of failure in Al governance?

What does an envi lly inable, citizen-centric, Al-augmented democracy look like?
Pathologies of tech ies’ g e

p

Closing Session

The closing session will invite participants to weigh in on what has been most useful during the course of Day
1,and refine their goals and pricrities for the agenda of Day 2.

Conference Dinner for invited guests for the “Governing (with) Al Conference

Coffee and light continental breakfast available at the conference verue
Sterling Memorial Library Lecture Hall, 120 High Street, New Haven, CT

Opening Session
The day will start with a summary of Day 1 outcomes and a Day 2 Agenda Overview.
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Envisioning and Designing the Work We Can Do Together
These working sessions will be similar in structure to those from Thursday afterncon.

Some sessions will continue and build on work started during Day 1, Other sessions will introduce new topics
and objectives. Many topics will be sourced from participants during the course of Thursday, but other
potential topics have been identified from pre-event input:

* What can make Al regulation democratically legitimate?
= \What kind of Al for what kind of democracy?
* How would a global citizens' assembly on Al governance fit into the global web of international laws
and instituticns?
= What are the risks and merits of open versus closed AlZ
= How do weinclude tech employees’ voice in high level decisions about Al development?
= Dztarepresentativeness and biases: what do we know and still not know?
= Where are we on inclusion?
* Envisioning a curriculum for citizen education on the opportunities and risks of Al
15 - 10:45 AM * Collaborative policy prototyping: How can we iteratively prototype policies so we are more certain of
their efficacy?
* Considering a constitutional approach for global Al regulation
What reforms to the internal governance of tech companies should take place to ensure that Al
remains safe for humanity?
Actionable guidelines for balancing Al-driven innovation with democratic governance
Weighing risks and opportunities of seeking to regulate Al models on the basis of their potential risk
The future of work: artificial intelligence, corporate governance and warkers' rights
Real time assessment of the social implications and governance of Al as the technology side of Al
advances.
Drafting concrete best governance proposals
* Craphing the pros and cons of EU versus US regulatory frameworks
How can Al enhance small-group and large-group deliberation
How might we evaluate Al safety in complex society-in-the-loop systems?
= What's different about Al compared to other big issues, like climate, where we've tried to have mass
democratic dialogue?
* What has worked before to positively shape technological development?

10:45 - 1:00 AM Break
Mapping Where to go From Here
1:00 AM - 12:15 PM The group will pause before the final session to take stock of the progress made to this point in the week and

to inventory action items, next steps and other bridges to post-event collaboration.

Closing Session
12:15 - 1:00 PM Participants will weigh in on what has been most useful during the course of Day 2, share appreciations and
bring the meeting to a close.
100 -2:30PM Closing Lunch
The conference "Coverning Citizens' Assemblies” is funded by the Institution for Social & Policy Studies' Democratic Innovations program and The

Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale University with support from the Edward |. and Dorothy Clarke Kempf
Fund,

The “Governing (with) Al" conference is generously funded by the Al2050 program at Schmidt Futures (G-22-63447).

Yale University 2024
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Can a chatbot facilitate deliberation?
Privacy and security issues in the use of Al in democratic processes
The role of Al in deliberative democracy

The tools of governance
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Yale University

Institution for Social and Policy Studies
ADVANCING RESEARCH . SHAPING POLICY . DEVELOPING LEADERS

HOME > MEWS > LATEST MEWS

AT and Democracy: Yale Conference Sparks
Collaboration and Innovation

AUTHORED BY Rick Harrison
March 28, 2024

If the promise and risks of artificial intelligence (Al) involve replacing mundane and difficult human tasks through
superhuman access to knowledge and processing power, a Yale conference on how to regulate and govern with this

evolving technology employed low-tech, human interactions.

At times over the two-day event, participants chatted in tight circles of chairs, posted sticky notes to easels, and stood in
clusters zlong a line representing their relative support for various statements concerning the potential for Al to reshape

our world.

For example, agree or disagree: “Democratic Al is incompatible with capitalism.” “Al should represent all world societies

equally.” “I1t’s impossible to have a universal set of values governing Al systems” “Al will replace politicians”

No statement received unanimous support, and most instigated participants to spread across the length of the room,
with those at the extreme ends and the middle sharing their conflicting views. And the enthusiastic debates,

conversations, and collaborations continued nonstop over breaks and meals.

“This has been an incredibly inspiring and useful conference,” said Teddy Lee, product manager at ChatGPT creator

QpenAlhitns//openaicom/) for a team developing processes and platforms enabling democratic inputs to steer AL “It's
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neot often encugh that technologists and people who are working on
improving democracy are in the same room in such a constructive

environment.”

Hested by the Institution for Sccial and Policy Studies (1SPS), the

“Governing (with) Al” conference

(ittpecampuspressyale sdy faoverningxigoverning-with-ail overlapped with a
it " ass

(hkbps /s Lnevia/blen /2024 ing L3 :

jBg- fror- -and- part of ISPS faculty fellow Hélgne

Landemore’s new “Governing X7 (https:yYcampuspressyale.edu/governingxf) series. Landemore

thittps:/fispsyale.eduftearm/hiC30AMCIMNABNe-landemore], a professor of political science, helps lead ISPS’s Democratic

Innevation s thttps Aispayaleadu/pregrams/dem coratic-innovations) program, designed to identify and test new ideas for

improving the quality of democraticrepresentation and governance. The *Governing (with) AP conference was funded by

the Al-2050 program at Schmidt Sciences thttps:fai2050.5chimidtscisnces.org’ .

“Héléne's work and this conference demonstrate the value of fostering interaction between concerned and
knowledgeable individuals from avariety of backgrounds,” said Alan Gerber thitps:fispsvaleeduteam/alan-asrbery, ISPS
director and Sterling Professor of Political Science. “Every day it becomes clearer that artificial intelligence will shape our
future — including how we govern cursehees. ISPS, and certainly Héléne, are committed to helping promote understanding

of Aland its applications so it can be safely and thoughtfully integrated into our society and institutions.”

Allen Gunn, a facilitator with the California-based nonprofit organization

Aaspiration thitps:faspirationtech.orgs), ledthe conference’s activities. With a

friendly, upbeat attitude, Gunn encouraged respect, listening, self-
awareness to allot everyone an ocpportunity to contribute to conversations,
and the use of accessible language for pecple with different backgrounds
and fields of expertize. To promote collegiality, name tags displayed only

first names and no titles or affiliations.

“WWe arer’t going to sohve anything today, butwe can make designs — we

canmake plans for plans” Gunn saidtointroduce the second day’s morning

session. “We can get clarity on the work we can do together moving forward”

Landemore encouraged participants to reconvene in the next six toeight months and perhaps again for a follow-up
conference inthe spring of 2025, In reflecting on the week’s interacticns, she expressed great satisfaction with how

everyore embraced the format to best share ideas and forge collaborations.

“The hope was that if we empower people, they will come up with their own ideas and find each other,” Landemore said.

“If | had tried to micromanage that into life, | don’t think we would have gotten cloge.”

In addition torepresentatives from CpenAl, conference participants included leaders from Google thitpsfabout.aooale,
Al company Anthropic thitps/wwwanthropiceom/, and Meta (itps faboutimetacoml, the parent company of Facebook.

Academic attendees included experts in political science, sociclogy, economics, communications, engineering, computer
science, data science, law, and ethics, Topics included the potential for using Al to synthesize a collective will adversarial
uses of Al in democracy, mapping use cases for Alin citizens’ assemblies, insufficiencies of global Al regulation, and

questicns arcund who owns and controls Al data.

Attendees expressed appreciation for the cenference’s intellectu al humility and constructive curicsity, its openness and

shared sincerity, and how the group’s diversity fostered creativity and provoked challenges to siloed thinking.
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“linttially wasn't sure about the interactive methodology proposed for the

conference,” said John Tasiculas rhttps:iwww.oxford-giethics.ooxcacul/john-

tasiculas), 8 meral and legal philosopher whe, as the inaugural director of .
the Institute for Ethics in Al at OGxford University, partners with Landemore |
on athree-year project exploring Al ethics funded through the Schmidt
Sciences award. “But it was totally in keeping with the underlying
philosophy of the project and just remarkable to see this really productive

discussion. How do you get 50 many pecople to engage constructively? |

thought it was a master class in achieving that.”
Tasiculas said he was particularly pleased with the receptiveness of representatives from CpenAl and Anthropic

“They were willing to entertain ideas about how to make their decision-making process more responsive to democratic
values and human rights,” he said. “Willing to interrogate some of the assumpticons that perhaps they uncritically make.

8o, for me thatwas areal eye opener. It was great”

MahmudFarcogue (httpsiisearchasaduorofile/ 15026237, associate director of the Consortium for Science, Policy and

Cutcomes and a clinical professor at Arizona State University’s Schocl for the Future of Innovation in Scciety, alsc saidhe
enjoyed the conference’s interactive structure, which he felt facilitated deeper conversations more quickly than a typical

series of academic presentations and panels.

"Gatherings like this can get at some of these hard answers about these questions we're facing in terms of democracy,
security, and humanity's survival,” Faroogue said. "You know, you can get as hyperbelic asyou wantwhen you're talking

aboutthese topics”

Royal Hanzen (httpsyiwwwlinkedincom/infroval -hansen-2898585 , & Yale

College graduate from the Class of "87 and vice president of privacy, safety,
and security engineering for Google, led a conference discussion on privacy

and security issues on the use of Al in democratic processes.

*Ilike to look at wherever there is an opportunity for dual use,” Hansen said
of any new technoclogical tool. “l assume that for every good thing that will

happen, there is an equal and cpposite bad thing”

Hanszen praised the conference for strengthening the connection between

academic research and tech companies toengage in nuanced sclutions across broad perspectives, bolstering his

optimism for overceming the challenges represented by Al

*I think the key that| like about this group is that we are not viewing this as an inhuman problem,” Hansen said “Butin
fact, it’s ancther form of human guestion that humans need to work out. As long as we approach it this way — andnot as

something happening to us from the cutside — we shouldbe hopeful”

Michelle DiMartine dttpsiwwwbiteam/pecplefmichells-dimarkine 1, a senior advisor atthe Behavioral Insights Team, said

she hopes she can apply ideas from the conference to her company’s governance work on community forums with Meta.

“I'dlike to figure cut ways to use Al more effectively at different parts of the process we've been piloting and make it
mere scalable and adaptable,” she said “Fm hoping to come back to my firm with the current state of play with Al What
are the different social purpose innovations of Althat | heard about and some of the risks that we should be considering

in making communicatichs more effective and acticnable?”
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Kevin Feng ihttps./kifengme/#/], a third-year Ph.D. studentin the University of Washington's Human Centered Design and

Engineering Department, found it refreshing to engage with people from outside of his technical background, particularly

those invelved ingovernment.

“we don'ttallc to these folls on a regular basis,” he said. “It's really insightful to be able to communicate across these
boundaries and see what goals we share and how our expertise and their expertise can be combined to sobve these

collective goals.”
Feng also found the conversations productive as an exercise in communication.

“I think it really challenged me to explain my work in a way that’s more accessible, which | think is going to be really
important as the technolegies that 'l be building and deploying may be used in demeocratic and deliberative settings,” he

said.

Cliver Hart thttps:scholacharvardedus/hart/hormel, the Lewis P. and Linda L. Geyser University Professer at Harvard

University, shared the 2016 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel. He attended the
conference more for its overlap with the preceding conference on citizens' assemblies, wondering how such deliberative

structures could apply to furthering shareholder democracy in corporationa
But he found some unexpected insight discussing Al

“I normally talk to economists and lawyers,” Hart said. “l found it valuable to get other perspectives on mattersthat
interest me It turns cut that Al could be useful in providing all sorts of information te pecple and also maybe aggregating

and summarizing.”

Teddy Lee, the CpenAl product manager, aims to serve as a conduit within
his company for guestions relating to democratic practices and thecries,

tapping the contacts he made at Yale

“I'think probably the most valuable takeaway has been the connections Pve
made here,” he said. *As we continue to explore democratic governance, it's
nice to know we have this network of democracy experts and fellow

practiticners to collaborate with and hear frem”

Mark Gerton thttpsffwawwitower-research comfwho-we-are), founder of Tower

Research Capitaland a leading advocate for safer streets initistrves, supports the Democratic Innovation program

thitpsy/fferhumanityyale.edufmewsfengaging-demoeracy) and took an active role inthe conference.

“I'm leaving here legitimately more optimistic about the future of the werld and democracy,” he said. “This is a difficult
problem. This technology is adwancing so rapidly. Butitis comforting and exciting to know there are somany great people

who are earnestly trying to make the world better”
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Landemeore has great ambitions for the people she invited to New Haven. She wants to pave the way for global

institutions that are more democratic and legitimate.

“Somebody’s got to doit,” she said. “And it might as well start with the brilliant and sincere people who came this week. |

think they are going to go back home and start planting seeds that will grow over time.”

And as for the future of self-governance in an era or superhuman computers? Landemore is betting on human ingenuity

and values to prevail.
“| believe in the power of ideas over the power of interests” she said.

Read about the conference on governing citizens’ assemblies (https/Visps.vale.edu/news/blog/2024/03/governing-
ies- "om- -beyond}
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