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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE VT1292Ec

ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

53 Session O. Eng.

Brussels, 20 October 2021.

REPORT TO THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL ON
THE 53 SESSION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

Opening remarks

The Chairperson, Ms. Santa Marianela MARTE (Dominican Republic), warmly welcomed all
delegates, in particular those in attendance for the first time, to the virtual phase of the 53
Session of the Technical Committee on Customs Valuation, which was again held in a
blended format from 20 September to 20 October 2021.

The Director of the Tariff and Trade Affairs Directorate, Mr. Konstantinos KAIOPOULOS
joined the Chairperson in welcoming the delegates and noted the high level of registration for
this Session - 93 Member and observer countries including 2 international organizations with
265 delegates.

Highlighting the productive work of the Technical Committee in adopting 2 Advisory Opinions
at the previous session, he observed that the online discussion and consultation phases had
been very useful in the examination of the 3 Specific Technical Questions and in the
consideration of the 3 new questions which were submitted during the intersession.

The Director thanked the Chairperson for her leadership and open mindedness, as well as
the delegate’s flexibility and contribution during the online discussion and consultation
phases. He assured the Technical Committee of the support of the WCO Secretariat in its
work.

Regarding the future session format, the Director informed the delegates about the
discussion held at the Secretariat to possibly organize hybrid sessions, where delegates
could come into the sessions in Brussels at the WCO headquarter or attend online.
Delegates will be updated with any related decision.

He wished the delegates a productive and fruitful session and announced the arrival of a new

Professional Associate, Mr. Edem Leonard Cosmos from Ghana, in the Valuation Sub-
Directorate.

Copyright © 2021 World Customs Organization. All rights reserved. Requests and inquiries concerning translation, reproduction and
adaptation rights should be addressed to copyright@wcoomd.org.
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Agenda Item I: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

(a) Provisional Agenda

Doc. VT1275Ec

The Chairperson invited comments on the provisional Agenda contained in Doc. VT1275Ec,
published on the TCCV Meeting page and on the 53 TCCV Session Forum Group on the
CLiKC! Platform. She noted that no written comments were made during the discussion
phase.

Delegates were invited to raise any point that they wished to discuss under item VIl of the
Agenda - Other Business. No further comments or objections were made during the virtual
phase.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee adopted the Agenda as proposed in Doc. VT1275Ec without
amendment.

(b) Suggested programme

Doc. VT1276Ea
The Chairperson referred to Doc. VT1276Ea, which set out the suggested programme of
work for the 53 Session prepared by the Secretariat. She noted that three questions were
received during the intersession for consideration by the Technical Committee.

No comment was made on the suggested programme as published in Doc. VT1276Ea
neither during the discussion phase nor during the virtual phase through the KUDO platform.

Conclusion
The Technical Committee approved the suggested programme as set out in Doc. VT1276Ea

without amendment.

Agenda Item Il : ADOPTION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE’S 52" SESSION
REPORT

Doc. VT1274Ec

The Chairperson reminded the delegates of the reporting procedure approved by the TCCV
at its 42" Session.

During the intersession preceding the 53 Session, comments received from Canada, China,
Japan, the European Union and Uruguay on the “a” version of the draft Report were
incorporated in the “b” version of the draft Report and published. The comments from
Members on the draft Report are highlighted in red in working document VT1274Eb.

Japan and Uruguay commented on paragraph 24 of the “b” version of the draft Report. After
these comments were taken into account, a revised “b” version was published. Following a
consultation initiated by the Chairperson, the two delegations agreed to revert to the initial

2.
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version of the paragraph set out in Doc. VT1274Ea. During the virtual meeting, a comment
was made by China on paragraph 83 of the English version of the draft Report.

The “b” version of the draft Report was edited into a “c” version which was published on the
WCO Members’ website.

Conclusion

After taking into account the comments made by China, the Technical Committee approved
the Report of the 52" Session of the Technical Committee.

Agenda ltem Ill: REPORTS ON INTERSESSIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

(a) Director’'s Report

Doc. VT1277Ea

The Director’s Report, contained in Doc. VT1277Ea, was published on the website and
CLiKC!. The report refers to the “Policy Commission and Council Sessions” and includes

“the Revenue Package”, “the WTO Committee on Customs Valuation”, “Technical assistance
and capacity building activities”, and “Other activities and issues”.

Policy Commission and Council Sessions

The Policy Commission held its 84" Session from Monday 21 to Wednesday 23 June 2021
under the chairmanship of Mr. Ahmed AL KHALIFA (Bahrain) followed by the 138th Session
of the Council which was held from 24 to 26 June 2021. Due to COVID-19 pandemic, both
Sessions were held in a virtual online format.

In his report, the Director updated the Policy Commission and the Council about the
following:

(i) The adoption of 2 new instruments (Advisory Opinion 4.18 on “Royalties and
license fees” and Advisory Opinion 24.1 on the “Valuation treatment of imported
goods bearing the buyer’s own trademark”) by the TCCV at its 52" Session.

(i) The instruments and tools available online when the integrated training program
was developed in adaptation to the e-environment / digital environment. The
COVID 19 Action Plan became a priority for the WCO and as such training
activities were increasingly technology-based.

(iii) The launch of an important new tool, WCO Trade Tools, reachable on the
following link: (https://www.wcotradetools.org/). He explained that this Tool brings
together Origin, Valuation and HS. This Tool facilitates research activities by
Members and interested researchers. The Director encouraged delegates to visit
the website.

The Council endorsed the Report of the 49" Session of the Technical Committee on
Customs Valuation and took note of its draft report of the 50"/51st Sessions.

Revenue Package
The Director highlighted the importance of the tools and instruments developed under the
Revenue Package to Customs Administrations in the collection of revenue. He announced

the development of a new phase V of the Revenue Package for the years 2022- 2024 after
the completion of the phase IV in June 2021.
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WTO Committee on Customs Valuation

The World Trade Organization (WTO) Committee on Customs Valuation (CCV) held its last
meeting on 27 May 2021. A report provided by the WTO Secretariat on the work of the CCV
has been posted on CLiKC!.

Technical Assistance/Capacity Building Activities

Amidst the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Secretariat has been making
efforts to adapt its capacity building delivery to Members’ needs under the ‘new normal’ by
continuing to provide technical assistance through virtual platforms such as GoToWebinar,
GoToMeeting and CLiKC!. Report on the technical assistance/capacity building activities
undertaken by the Secretariat has been reported in Doc. VT1284E and covered under item
IV (a) of the Agenda.

Other activities and issues

The Director invited the delegates to review the contact point list for exchanges of
information on Customs Valuation and to advise the Secretariat of any changes.

In response to a comment from the Delegate of China regarding any existing programme to
further innovate and keep the instruments and tools relevant to ensure effective and efficient
support to Members, the Director explained that related work is under way and includes the
evaluation of current tools and instruments and the examination of new approaches and of
proposals for new projects to respond to new challenges ahead. The work has not been
concluded yet and the Secretariat will update the Technical Committee on the outcome at the
next Session.

The Delegate of Uruguay, on behalf of the Technical Committee, welcomed Mr. Cosmos, the
new Professional Associate who has joined the Valuation Sub-Directorate, wishing him great
success in his work. Highlighting how the pandemic has led to the intensive use of new
technologies and virtual platforms for communication, he requested that these new
technological tools continue to be used in technical assistance and capacity building
activities, and especially for developing countries. He noted that, for all Members to benefit
from these tools, in turn these activities should be available in different languages.

The Chairperson was joined by the Delegate of Uruguay to thank the Director for his
informative and comprehensive report.

Conclusion
Technical Committee took note of the above report.

(b) WTO Committee on Customs Valuation Report

The WTO Secretariat reported on the work of the Committee on Customs Valuation, which
held a formal meeting in virtual mode on 27 May 2021. The report makes reference to two
topics, Notifications and Technical Assistance.

Regarding natifications, an increase in the notification activity was observed since the last
session through the contribution of Members of the TCCV. However, there are still a number
of national legislations that have remained under review pending the exchange of questions
and responses from Members regarding legislation.

4.
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With respect to technical assistance support, two Regional Trade Policy Courses were
facilitated by the WTO Secretariat during this year.

The written report from the WTO Secretariat is appended in Annex C to the draft Report.
Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the WTO written report.

Agenda Item IV : TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, CAPACITY BUILDING AND CURRENT
ISSUES

(a) Report on the technical assistance/capacity building
activities undertaken by the Secretariat and Members

Docs. VT1278Ea and VT1284Ea

Background

In accordance with the Technical Committee’s decision, the Secretariat had monitored and
communicated the technical assistance/capacity building activities scheduled or delivered by
Members in order to provide useful information to all Members for planning purposes and to
prevent duplication of effort.

Since the last session, the Japanese Administration had provided information about its
technical assistance activities. This information, together with information on the technical
assistance/capacity building activities undertaken by the Secretariat, was set out in
Annexes | and Il respectively to Doc. VT1284Ea.

Summary of discussion

During the virtual meeting, the Chairperson of the Technical Committee recalled that
information on technical assistance/capacity building activities undertaken by the Secretariat
and Members was contained in Annexes | and Il to Doc. VT1284Ea. Since no observations
or comments had been made regarding this item, she invited the Technical Committee to
take note of the content of the information contained in Doc. VT1284Ea and its Annexes and
to move on to the next item on its programme of work.

Conclusion
The Technical Committee thanked Japan for its ongoing support for the training of other
Members and took note of the Secretariat’s report on technical assistance/capacity building

activities.

(b) Progress report on Members’ application of the WTO
Customs Valuation Agreement

Docs. VT1279Ea and VT1285Ea

Background
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Following the decision taken by the Technical Committee on Customs Valuation, the
Secretariat had been monitoring progress with the application of the WTO Customs
Valuation Agreement by Members and issuing reports on the subject.

Before the session, the Secretariat had published Doc. VT1279Ea, inviting Customs
administrations to provide information on the progress made with regard to the application of
the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement in their respective countries.

During the intersession, no information had been received by the Secretariat in response to
the above-mentioned working document.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the progress report on Members’ application of the
WTO Customs Valuation Agreement.

(c) Revenue Package

Doc. VT1280Ea

The Secretariat highlighted in Doc. VT1280Ea the relevance of the Revenue Package, which
was developed as a response to Members’ concerns regarding declining revenue returns
following WCO Council’s Resolution in June 2009, in the global pandemic situation
commencing in 2020. The resulting disruptions to trade and revenue collection highlighted
the on-going need for robust revenue collection systems.

Throughout its different phases, further series of tools and materials were developed. The
Action Plan for Phase IV, which was endorsed by the Policy Commission and approved by
the Council in June 2019, available in the Annex to Doc. SP0678E1a, was completed in June
2021.

During the Phase |V of the Revenue Package, in addition to capacity building activities
carried out by the Secretariat, the Comparative Study on Certification of Origin was updated
and a new document on Debt Management in Customs Administrations has been published.
The complete report on the completion of the Revenue Package Phase IV is available in
Doc. SP0736Ea.

All Revenue Package tools are available via the Members’ website at this link:
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/key-issues/revenue-package/latest-updates-

policy.aspx

A proposal for a Phase V of the Revenue Package for 2022 - 2024 will be submitted by the
Secretariat to the Working Group on Revenue Compliance and Fraud at its 8" Session for
guidance.

No comments were received on the report and the Chairperson invited the Committee to take
note of the report.

Conclusion
The Technical Committee took note of the updated report on the Revenue Package.

Agenda Iltem V: SPECIFIC TECHNICAL QUESTIONS
6.
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(a) Royalties and licence fees under Article 8.1 (c) of the
Agreement: Request by Uruguay

Docs. VT1281Ea and VT1286Ea

Background

The Chairperson introduced this case that was submitted by Uruguay and accepted by the
Technical Committee for discussion as a Specific Technical Question at its 46" Session.
The case concerns a single royalty paid by the buyer for the use of the patented concentrate
and the use of trademark on the finished product.

At its 50™/51st Sessions, the Technical Committee agreed that the issue of apportionment,
which had been raised during discussion of this case, would be examined by the Technical
Committee as a separate consideration in case that a relevant question is submitted by
Members.

At the 52" Session, a number of delegates proposed to amend the text of the draft Advisory
Opinion with a view to adopting a new instrument, while another view was also expressed
that the technical issues in this case have been addressed in Advisory Opinions 4.4 and 4.6.

During the intersession prior to the 53 Session, Uruguay worked with the Secretariat and
prepared an updated text which incorporated the comments and observations made by
Members and observers at the 52" Session. The text was set out in the Annex to Doc.
VT1281Ea.

In response to working document VT1281Ea, Uruguay submitted written comments which
were set out in Annex | to working document VT1286Ea. Uruguay, in its comments,
suggested to reposition paragraph 6 and to make further amendments to paragraph 9.

Discussion

During the online discussion phase, Delegations carried out a paragraph by paragraph
examination of the draft Advisory Opinion attached to Doc.VT1286a.

Uruguay, in response to Peru’s suggestion, proposed to amend the cost structure in
paragraph 3 of the draft Advisory Opinion, raising the price of the imported goods from 10
c.u.to 30 c.u. Uruguay’s proposal was supported by Peru and China.

China and Japan opined that it is unnecessary to refer to generally accepted accounting
principles in paragraph 8 and suggested to delete the relevant sentence, which was agreed
by Uruguay after discussion on the CLiKC! platform.

During the virtual meeting phase, further amendments were made to paragraphs 1, 4, 5, 7,
and 9 of the text of the draft Advisory Opinion in light of comments from Delegations. The
Technical Committee then agreed by consensus on the amended text reproduced in Annex
D to this document.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee adopted a new instrument, Advisory Opinion 4.19, which will be
submitted to the WCO Council for approval.
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(b) Valuation treatment of ancillary charges in relation to Article 1
of the Agreement : Request by Mauritius

Docs. VT1282Ea and VT1287Ea

Background

The Chairperson presented this question, submitted by the Mauritian Administration at the
49t Session of the Technical Committee. This question relates to ancillary charges in
relation to the imported goods, for which a second invoice has been issued by the supplier to
the buyer, but which were not included in the Customs value of those goods at the time of
Customs clearance. The initial text concerning the facts is set out in the Annex to

Doc. VT1206E1a.

The discussions at the following sessions focused on whether the charges in question were
mandatory or optional. Mauritius sent the information at its disposal, so that the Technical
Committee could decide as to whether the ancillary charges related to the imported goods
and whether their payment constituted a condition of sale of the goods.

At its 52" Session, the Technical Committee continued examining the technical question
submitted by the Mauritian Administration on the same issue that had been discussed at the
previous sessions. However, delegates drew attention to certain contradictions in the facts
about the question in the initial document set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1206E1a. In order
to make up for these deficiencies, Uruguay proposed a draft Advisory Opinion to serve as a
basis for the discussions. The Mauritian Administration was not fully in agreement with the
draft Advisory Opinion proposed by Uruguay, even though several delegates preferred it to
the initial document concerning the facts of the case. Working jointly with the Secretariat,
Mauritius prepared a new document for consideration by the Technical Committee at its
531 Session. This draft Advisory Opinion is published in the Annex to Doc. VT1282Ea.

In order to reflect the content of the discussions to date, and for alignment with the updated
facts of the case, the Secretariat has reworded the title of the question. In response to
Doc. VT1282Ea, the Administrations of Japan and Uruguay submitted written comments on
the draft Advisory Opinion, which are set out in Annexes | and Il to Doc. VT1287Ea.

Summary of discussion

During the online discussion phase of this session of the Technical Committee, the Customs
Administrations of the United States, China, Brazil, Uruguay, Mauritius, Chinese Taipei and
Peru and the International Chamber of Commerce commented on the question at issue
submitted by Mauritius. All the comments confirmed the relevance of the question and
welcomed the adoption of a document that would be extremely useful to Customs and the
private sector. Almost all of the contributors took the view that this question could be
resolved by taking into account the provisions of paragraph 7 of Annex Ill and of the
Interpretative Note to Article 1 of the Agreement. Indeed, the inclusion or otherwise of the
ancillary charges would depend on whether they had been paid for the imported goods and
whether their payment was a condition of sale of the imported goods.

The United States considered that, in order to establish whether a payment was “for the
goods”, paragraph 4 of the Interpretative Note to Article 1 was also instructive, and the
Agreement stipulated that it must be considered whether the payment related to the imported
goods. China pointed out that it could not find any provision in the Agreement allowing such
conclusions to be drawn. In its view, a payment for the imported goods was different from a
payment relating to or connected with the imported goods, and it should be further discussed

8.
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whether the former could be interpreted as the latter. In the view of the United States, the
fact that the ancillary charges were invoiced per unit of imported goods and they were not
refunded to the buyer, even if the purchasing targets were not achieved, was relevant for the
purpose of analysing whether they related to or had a link with the imported goods.
Moreover, the Delegate added that the charges could be included in the price actually paid or
payable, even if they were invoiced separately from the price of the goods, as was the case
in the example set out in Case Study 6.1.

As the expression “for the imported goods” was not defined precisely in the Agreement, the
Chinese Delegation proposed that the Technical Committee should provide a uniform
interpretation regarding the meaning and the scope of this wording. The United States
supported a study of this kind on the scope of the expression “for the imported goods” under
Article 1 and of paragraph 4 of the Interpretative Note to Article 1 of the Agreement, which
would be likely to prove extremely useful to Customs and the private sector. Taking its
relevance into account, this proposal was supported by the other delegates and could be
discussed during the upcoming sessions. It should be pointed out that this was a new
question, separate from the one submitted by Mauritius, and it did not affect how the latter
was handled.

China mentioned that, during the intersession between the 50""/51stand the 52"¢ Sessions of
the Technical Committee, it had suggested that, in order to deal with this question, it was
essential to know whether or not the charges had been paid for the imported goods and
whether the payment constituted a condition of sale of the imported goods. After analysing
the facts pertaining to the question, China thought that the savings programme charges and
the club charges were not paid for the imported goods but rather for the rights of receiving
free units of the imported goods or gifts or hotel packages when specific purchasing targets
are met. Nor did these two categories of ancillary charges constitute a condition of sale of
the imported goods, as the buyer could purchase the goods without paying those charges.

The Chinese Delegation considered that both the Interpretative Note to Article 1 and
paragraph 7 of Annex lll to the Agreement were applicable to the question submitted by
Mauritius. It pointed out that the draft Advisory Opinion had analysed whether the payments
constituted a condition of sale of the imported goods, without examining whether the ancillary
charges were paid for the imported goods. In order to do this, it proposed that the text
should be revised to take this into account. Indeed, the Chinese Delegation maintained that,
if a payment was made for the imported goods, it must also be a condition of sale of the
goods, and vice versa. As far as China was concerned, these were two relevant, mutually
reinforcing aspects of a single question. It was supported by the other delegates, including
the Delegate of Mauritius, who was in favour of amending the text of the draft Advisory
Opinion.

The Delegate of Uruguay considered that, in order to analyse this question, the provisions of
paragraph 7 of Annex lll to the Agreement were sufficient. By way of illustration, he thought
that, for the identification of indirect payments imposed by the seller on the buyer as a
condition of sale of the goods, there was no need to refer to paragraph 4 of the Interpretative
Note to Article 1. The Delegate of China did not share the view of Uruguay. In China’s view,
an indirect payment imposed by the seller on the buyer as a condition of sale of the imported
goods was also a payment for the imported goods and formed part of the price actually paid
or payable. On the other hand, if it is ruled out that a payment is an indirect payment, then it
should indeed be analysed whether paragraph 4 to the Interpretative Note to Article 1 applies
or not (in other words, whether it applies in respect of the imported goods).

In its comments, Brazil made a correction to the Spanish version of the draft Advisory
Opinion annexed to Doc. VT1282Ea. The Delegates of Peru and Chinese Taipei agreed with

9.
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the conclusions of the draft Advisory Opinion set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1282Ea. In
their view, the savings programme charges and the club charges, which were not paid as a
condition of sale of the imported goods, were not part of the Customs value, either under
Article 1 or under Article 8 of the Agreement. On the other hand, the currency surcharge,
invoiced by the seller to all the buyers, was part of the Customs value of the imported goods
as a charge imposed by the seller on the buyers as a condition of sale.

In response to Peru’s concern about the valuation treatment of the free goods under the
savings programme, China considered that this was not the purpose of the question at issue
and thought that a sentence could be inserted at the end of the draft Advisory Opinion to deal
with this situation. For a better understanding of the facts, the Delegate of Mauritius agreed
with Peru and China that it should be specified in paragraph 5 that the buyer could always
buy the goods on the same terms without paying the savings programme charges and the
club charges.

The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) proposed an amendment to paragraph 5 of
the draft Advisory Opinion. It then listed the reasons why it considered that the savings
programme charges and the club charges were not part of the price actually paid or payable,
either under Article 1 of the Agreement or under Article 8. As regards the currency
surcharge, the ICC thought that further information was needed in order to decide on these
charges.

The Delegate of Mauritius returned to the reasons that had led to the conclusions of the draft
Advisory Opinion. It took the view, along with the other contributors, that the two conditions,
namely : (1) the fact of having been paid for the imported goods, and (2) being a condition of
sale of the imported goods, both needed to be met simultaneously in order for the ancillary
charges to be included in the Customs value. That was not the case for the savings
programme charges and the club charges, even if the manner in which they were invoiced
established their link with the imported goods and they were not refunded if the purchasing
targets were not achieved. Because they were optional, they were payments that were not a
condition of sale of the imported goods. As for the currency surcharge, should be added to
the price actually paid or payable. Indeed, constituted a condition of sale of the imported
goods, because it was invoiced to every importer of the product and was also linked to the
goods as it was invoiced per unit.

As regards the additional information requested by the United States on Programmes | and
[I, Mauritius gave its assurance that it had no more information than during the previous
sessions of the Technical Committee. However, it restated that : (1) the optional nature was
confirmed in a communication from the seller; (2) no information was available concerning
what would happen if a buyer should withdraw from Programmes | and Il, as the importer
was the only one for this product in the country concerned; and (3) the risk of a tactic aiming
to have one part of the total price regarded as a payment for the goods and the other part as
a payment for something else, in order to remove it from the Customs value, could not be
excluded.

During the virtual meeting, the delegates agreed on the conclusions of the draft Advisory
Opinion, in that the savings programme charges and the club charges should not be included
in the Customs value. On the other hand, the currency surcharges were part of the Customs
value, as they were paid for the imported goods and as a condition of sale of the imported
goods.

It was now for the Committee to determine how to continue examining this question
submitted by Mauritius. Uruguay proposed the broad lines along which the new document,
awaiting preparation, should be constructed, which should serve as a basis for the

10.
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discussions of the Technical Committee at its next session. Mauritius agreed to work
together with the Secretariat in order to amend the draft Advisory Opinion to take into
account the comments made by the delegates.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee decided to continue its examination of this question at its next
session on the basis of an amended new draft Advisory Opinion.

(c) Valuation treatment of the cost of transport for the return of
carriages used in the transportation of imported goods :
Request by North Macedonia

Docs. VT1283Ea and VT1288Ea

Background

The Chairperson presented this question submitted by North Macedonia which concerns the
treatment of the cost of transport relating to the return of empty railway carriages that were
used to transport the imported goods.

The Technical Committee had agreed to examine this question, submitted by North
Macedonia, as a Specific Technical Question during its 49" Session. The text concerning
the facts of this technical question is set out in the Annex to working document VT1207Ea,
prepared for the 49" Session. According to the facts submitted by North Macedonia, during
a post-clearance audit of the accounting records of an importing company, invoices were
found for international transport services, namely the return of empty carriages in which the
goods in question were originally imported. Those invoices had been drawn up by the
transport company that had brought the imported goods. The importer initially paid an
invoice for the transport of the goods, and, following the import, it paid the same transport
company for the return of the same carriages.

For the purpose of examining this question, several Members rightly took the view that it was
necessary to clarify whether the sales contract or freight contract contained any terms on
costs relating to the return of empty railway carriages and whether the payment of such costs
was a condition of sale of the imported goods for valuation purposes. They underlined the
need for further information, which would enable them to establish whether the question
submitted by North Macedonia came under the provisions relating to the price actually paid
or payable laid down in Article 1 of the Agreement, the Interpretative Note to Article 1 and
paragraph 7 of Annex Ill to the Agreement, or under the provisions of Article 8.2 of the
Agreement.

In response to the Members’ request for further information, North Macedonia provided the
Secretariat with that information, which was set out in the Annex to working

document VT1288Ea. It reiterated that the invoices for transport costs relating to the return
of empty carriages had been issued by the transport company that had brought the imported
goods; the importer had been charged for the cost of returning empty carriages due to
economic circumstances, in this case reduced rail traffic; and no contracts were found or
provided.

Summary of discussion

At the request of some Members who sought the opinion of the ICC on the practice
described in this case submitted by North Macedonia, the ICC replied that there was, in
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principle, a single contract entered into with the transport company which may include a
number of contract terms. The parties to the contract could still negotiate and introduce a
specific term on the costs relating to the return of carriages.

It is clear from the discussions which took place at the 53 Session, in which the Delegate of
North Macedonia was actively involved, that no information was available to determine
whether the seller required the importer to bear those costs relating to the return of the empty
carriages, in which case the Technical Committee would examine whether those costs could
be taken into consideration in the Customs value for the purposes of Article 1, the
Interpretative Note to Article 1 and paragraph 7 of Annex lll to the Agreement.

The Delegate of Uruguay asserted that no commercial logic could explain the seller’s
insistence that, the goods having been purchased on EXW delivery terms (at the seller's
premises), the transport costs relating to the return of empty carriages that are paid to the
transport company should be borne by the importer. And there was even less logic in the
importer paying these costs for the return of empty carriages at the “insistence” of a third
party (the seller) and not as a contractual obligation. In his view, these circumstances were
not in line with commercial realities, and it seemed very likely that material information for the
proper interpretation of this case was missing. (Uruguay)

According to the Delegate of Canada, those costs paid by the importer to the transport
company for the return of empty carriages which had been used to transport the imported
goods are, by nature, transportation costs after importation. Thereby, as per paragraph 3 (b)
of the Note to Article 1, they shall not be included in the Customs value. Furthermore, even if
those costs would be charged by the seller and included in the price actually paid or payable,
those costs should not be treated as an indirect payment for the settlement of a debt owed to
by the seller of the imported goods. He referred to Commentary 21.1 which provides an
example where the actual freight paid to the carrier and included in the price actually paid or
payable by the seller is deducted from the Customs value.

The Delegate of the United States maintained that, in the light of the information presented
by North Macedonia, those costs paid by the importer to the transport company for the return
of the empty carriages could not be included in the Customs value either under the
provisions of Article 1, the Interpretative Note to Article 1 and paragraph 7 of Annex Il to the
Agreement, or under the provisions of Article 8.2 of the Agreement. The United States
inquired whether North Macedonia was interested in broadening the scope of the facts
submitted as suggested by some members.

The Delegate of China reiterated that this question entails three sub-questions in terms of
customs valuation, namely: whether “transportation cost in this case” (1) constitutes part of
price actually paid or payable of imported goods under Article 1; or (2) could be considered
as “the cost of transport after importation” under paragraph 3 (b) of the Interpretative Note to
Article 1; or (3) falls under Article 8.2 of the Agreement in a CIF country. She indicated that,
under special circumstances, the freight contract might include a term which requires the
importer to pay for the return of carriages, and the imported goods might not have been
transported into the importing country without paying the charges.

In its comments to the working document VT1288Ea, the Delegate of Bosnia and
Herzegovina drew the attention to Commentary 9.1 and the meaning of the term
“importation”, namely the phrase “undertaken after importation”. He opined that such term
and phrase should be flexibly interpreted, as it stated in paragraph 6. In that regard Bosnia
and Herzegovina was of the view that the term “undertaken after importation” might be
interpreted as “in country of importation”. During online discussion phase, the Delegate of
China highlighted that opinion, furtherly elaborating that “the cost of transport of the imported
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goods to the port or place of importation” and “loading, unloading and handling charges
associated with the transport of the imported goods to the port or place of importation” under
Article 8.2, cannot be interpreted to cover “transportation charges relating to the return of
means of transport”.

In addition, the Delegate of Bosnia and Herzegovina expressed its view and proposed to
deepen the discussion with a view to adopting a Commentary which would cover several
possible and similar scenarios, together with valuation treatments as to each scenario. This
proposal was supported by the delegates of Uruguay and China.

At the end of the discussions held during this session on the basis of the facts presented by
North Macedonia, the Technical Committee was unable to give its opinion on the treatment
of transportation charges relating to the return of empty carriages.

Conclusion

At the Chairperson’s request, the Technical Committee agreed to keep this question on the

Agenda for further discussion at its 54" Session.

Agenda Item VI : QUESTIONS RAISED DURING THE INTERSESSION

(a) Treatment applicable to goods subject to licensing contracts for
distinctive signs: Request by Uruguay

Doc. VT1289Ea
Introduction

The Chairperson presented this new question submitted by Uruguay during the intersession
prior to the 53 Session. The facts pertaining to this question are set out in the Annex to
working document VT1289Ea.

The question deals with royalties paid by the importer ICO to the licensor ZCO for the right to
use particular distinctive sighs and know-how, as well as ZCQO’s technical assistance, in
order to establish and operate the chain of P stores in the importing country. The issue to be
determined is whether the royalties paid by ICO should be included in the Customs value of
the imported goods bearing the P trademark which are purchased by ICO from foreign
suppliers and sold in the P stores operated by ICO in the importing country. 1CO, ZCO and
the suppliers are wholly owned by the international economic group P and are related to
each other under the terms of the Agreement.

Summary of discussion

During the online discussion phase and the virtual meeting phase, a number of Delegations
supported the proposal to examine this case as a Specific Technical Question and
considered that its examination will be helpful for both the Customs and the private sector.
Conclusion

The Technical Committee agreed to include this question on the Agenda of its 54" Session
as a Specific Technical Question.

13.
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(b) Treatment applicable to goods subject to additional costs
imposed by the insurance company : Request by Uruguay

Doc. VT1290E1a
Introduction

The Chairperson introduced this new question, submitted to the Secretariat by Uruguay for
consideration by the Technical Committee. The text concerning this question is set out in the
annex to working document VT1290Ea.

According to the facts pertaining to this question, set out in the Annex to the aforementioned
working document, it concerns the treatment applicable to the security costs imposed by the
insurance company in view of the fact that the imported goods pose a high risk of theft during
international transportation. Specifically, in the insurance policy taken out by the importer,
the insurance company stipulated that the latter must purchase an armed guard service to
accompany the goods during transportation from their departure from the country of
exportation to the place of importation in the country of importation.

Summary of discussion

Some Members shared their written comments on the WCO’s CLiKC! platform during the
online discussion phase and the exchanges of views on this question submitted by Uruguay
continued during the 53 Session.

The discussions that took place during these two periods were aimed primarily at obtaining
greater clarity on the facts pertaining to this question. Some Members wanted to know the
exact nature of the payment made by the importer to the armed guard service through a
“special policy” : was it a form of insurance or a service procured under a separate contract?
Did the initial contract of insurance contain clauses relating to this “special policy”? Should
this payment be included in the Customs value of the imported goods under Article 8.2 (c) or
not?

Moreover, some Members stated that this payment made to the armed guard service was
different from the “War Clauses” or “Strikes Clauses” cover that might be included in some
contracts of insurance for imported goods.

The Members unanimously supported the examination of this new question by the Technical
Committee as a Specific Technical Question. They considered that, by means of this
examination, it would be possible to study the scope of insurance under Article 8.2 (c) of the
Agreement and to see whether this “special policy” fell within that scope.

Uruguay thanked the Members who supported the examination of this question. It informed
the Technical Committee that this was not an actual case but a practice that existed in
international trade. In response to the requests for further details made by some Members, it
promised to submit to the Secretariat at a later date an improved text of its question, taking
into account their comments and suggestions.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee decided to include this question as a Specific Technical Question
to be examined at its next session.
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(c) Accumulated discounts in e-commerce sales : Request by
Uruguay

Doc. VT1291Ea
Introduction

The Chairperson of the Technical Committee presented this new question which had been
submitted to the Secretariat by Uruguay during the intersession for consideration by the
Technical Committee at its 53 Session. The text setting out the facts of this case is
reproduced in the Annex to working document VT1291Ea.

This question concerns a discount in an e-commerce transaction using an IT platform. Seller
XCO grants buyer ICO a discount in the form of a voucher generated in a previous sale,
providing a special code to be used for a future purchase on the same IT platform.

Summary of discussion

During the online discussion phase on the CLiKC! platform, a number of delegations
expressed their views on the question. All the delegates commended Uruguay for submitting
this question which was, in their view, worthy of consideration. After commenting on the
facts of the case set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1291Ea, some delegations asked for
clarification, particularly with respect to the nature of the discount voucher, the conditions
under which the discount vouchers are granted, the manner in which they are applied and
whether all importers could access them. Uruguay responded to all of those concerns.

During the virtual meeting, the Chairperson invited Uruguay to comment on or provide further
clarification on the new question that it had submitted during the intersession. The Delegate
of Uruguay thanked the various delegations for their support and pointed out that this case
was more general than the previous ones and that it would be necessary to provide a
document setting out all the options for considering how to establish the Customs value in
each instance. He commented that it would all depend on the delegates’ imagination. He
trusted that this question would result in the adoption of an instrument that would provide a
benchmark for the Customs administrations and the private sector generally.

In response to the Chairperson’s request for the Technical Committee’s views on this
question, all those taking part in the meeting expressed their unanimous support for it and
sought to examine it in future work.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee decided to include this question as a Specific Technical Question

to be examined at its next session.

Agenda Item VII: OTHER BUSINESS

Presentation by the ICC — Commercial practices regarding
transport costs

Background

During the intersession, the ICC offered to make a presentation on commercial practices
regarding transport costs, providing background information to facilitate the discussion of the
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question submitted by North Macedonia on “Valuation treatment of the cost of transport for
the return of carriages used in the transportation of imported goods”.

Presentation by the ICC

The Observer from the ICC made an introduction of a number of challenges faced by the
shipping industry in the last 18 months. These unprecedented challenges had resulted in the
increase of freight costs and new charges imposed by shipping companies, which might fall
within the scope of Customs value under Article 8.2 of the Agreement.

Regarding freight charges, the observer noted that various charges could be incurred, and
that in some cases it could be difficult to identify the nature of these charges. He observed
that the commercial practice of most companies is to declare all charges related directly to
the international movement of the imported goods. He added that ancillary costs that not
related to the specific inbound movement are typically not treated as a part of the purchase
price, therefore are not included in the declared Customs value.

Discussion

In response to questions from delegates regarding whether the freight arrangement in the
North Macedonia case is normal in commercial practice, the observer from the ICC stated
that there is no “normal” arrangement or industrial standards, and the freight arrangement
could vary from company to company.

When asked whether the delivery delays caused by current challenges would force
companies to shift from sea to air, the observer commented that while there may be relevant
provisions in the contract to change the mode of transport in the event of delay, companies
could show great flexibility in dealing with delayed shipments and resolve specific problems
through negotiations.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the presentation by the ICC and the subsequent
discussion.

Agenda Item VIII: ELECTIONS

The Secretariat informed the Committee that as provided in the Customs Valuation
Agreement, the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons shall each hold office for a period of one
year. One year has elapsed since the last election was held and it was again time to hold an
election for the post of the Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons for the coming year.

The Delegate of the EU seconded by the Delegate of the US nominated Ms. Santa Marianela
Marte as Chairperson of the Technical Committee on Customs Valuation for the next term.
Several other delegates supported the nomination. There was no objection to the
nomination and Ms. Marte was re-elected by acclamation for the post of Chairperson of the
Technical Committee on Customs Valuation for one year.

Ms. Qianyu LIN of China was nominated by the Delegate of Uruguay as Vice-Chairperson.
The Delegate of Mauritius seconded this nomination and was joined by other delegates.

There was no objection to the nomination and Ms. Lin was re-elected as Vice-Chairperson by
acclamation.
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119. Mr. Laurent Blaise KABORE of Burkina Faso was nominated by the Delegate of China as
Vice-Chairperson. The Delegate of Canada seconded this nomination, supported by other
delegates. There was no objection to the nomination. Mr. Kabore was re-elected as Vice-
Chairperson by acclamation.

120. Ms. Marte agreed to serve as Chairperson and Ms. Lin and Mr. Kabore as Vice Chairpersons
for the next term.

Agenda Item IX: PROGRAMME OF FUTURE WORK

121. The Secretariat informed the Technical Committee, on behalf of the Director, that the
following items would be included on the Agenda for the 53 Session:

I.  Adoption of Agenda/Suggested programme
II.  Adoption of the Technical Committee’s 53'@ Session Report
lll. Reports on intersessional developments

- Director's Report
-  WTO Committee on Customs Valuation report

IV.  Technical assistance, capacity building and current issues

- Report on the technical assistance/capacity building activities undertaken by the
Secretariat and Members

- Progress report on Members’ application of the WTO Customs Valuation
Agreement

- Revenue Package update

V.  Specific technical questions

(a) Valuation treatment of ancillary charges in relation to Article 1 of the Agreement :
Request by Mauritius

(b) Valuation treatment of the cost of transport for the return of carriages used in the
transportation of imported goods : Request by North Macedonia

(c) Treatment applicable to goods subject to licensing contracts for distinctive signs :
Request by Uruguay

(d) Treatment applicable to goods subject to additional costs imposed by the insurance
company : Request by Uruguay

(e) Accumulated discounts in e-commerce sales : Request by Uruguay

VI.  Questions raised during the intersession
VIl.  Other business
VIIl.  Programme of future work

IX. Dates of next meeting

Agenda Item X: DATES OF NEXT MEETING

17.
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The Director announced that the 54t Session of the Technical Committee on Customs

Valuation was provisionally scheduled to take place from 3 to 5 May 2022 as a virtual
meeting in a possible hybrid format, depending on the situation of the pandemic.

CLOSING REMARKS BY THE DIRECTOR

The Director congratulated the Technical Committee for adopting a new instrument at this
Session, and thanked all the delegates for their participation and contribution, the interest
and the dynamism showed to resolve differences and achieve consensus.

He thanked all delegates, who through their contribution all meeting items were completed
on schedule, with one new instrument adopted, that is, Advisory Opinion 4.19. This
instrument will add to the 97 existing instruments to help Members in the uniform
interpretation and application of the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement.

He extended a special thanks to the Chairperson, Ms. Santa Marianela MARTE, for her
excellent work in leading the Technical Committee as well as to Uruguay for taking the
initiative to submit the technical question that gave rise to this instrument and the EU for its
flexibility on this subject.

Looking at the five specific technical questions on the agenda of the next session, the
Director invited the delegates to submit in a timely manner their responses, comments and
observations, to enable the Technical Committee to examine the technical questions in an
efficient and effective manner and encouraged Members to follow the example of Uruguay,
which rightly takes centre stage and to submit technical questions to the Technical
Committee for consideration, with a view to adopting more instruments and providing
guidance to Members as it is mandated.

The Director concluded by thanking all the staff of the Secretariat, his colleagues in the

Valuation Sub-Directorate, the translators, the interpreters and the technical staff for their
invaluable support.

CLOSING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRPERSON

The Chairperson joined her voice to the kind words of the Director. She wished to see the
delegates present new technical questions to be examined by the Technical Committee.

She thanked the delegates for their support and patience during the technical problem she
faced and congratulated the Technical Committee for adopting a new Advisory Opinion,
thanks to the effort and flexible spirit shown by everybody during the consultation phase and
during the virtual phase and in particular by the EU.

She thanked the Secretariat including the interpreters and technical staff for their great effort
in supporting the Technical Committee and making available the draft Advisory Opinion in
the three official languages for its adoption.

The Chairperson concluded her remarks by congratulating the Vice Chairpersons for their re-

election before declaring the meeting closed and wished to see the delegates in a face to
face meeting at the next session.

S. M. MARTE
18.

41 171



VT1292Ec
(VT/53/October 2021)

Chairperson.
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Section Chief
Chines Taipei
005293@customs.gov.tw

Mr. Y. CHANG

Auditor

Chinese Taipei
008375@customs.gov.tw

Ms. Y-T. LIU

Specialist

Chines Taipei
007776@customs.gov.tw

Mr. W-Y. WEN

Auditor

Chinese Taipei
007402@customs.gov.tw

Mr. K. HUANG

Auditor

Chines Taipei
007358@customs.gov.tw

Mrs. X. HONG

Auditor

Chinese Taipei

007501 @customs.gov.tw

COLOMBIA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. H. ROJAS CASTANEDA
Gestor lii Coordinaccion de Valoraccion Aduanera

DIAN
hrojasc@dian.gov.co

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B/8.

Mrs. M. ARDILA ESTUPINAN
Gestor lii Coordinaccion de Valoraccion Aduanera

DIAN
mardilae@dian.gov.co

Mr. E.D. VARGAS

Gestor IV Coordinaccion de Valoraccion Aduanera

DIAN
ediazv@dian.gov.co
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CONGO (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE)
CONGO (REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. C. LUTALADIO MBUTA

Directeur de la Valeur

Direction Générale des Douanes et Accises
Lutadio.mbuta@douane.gouv.cd

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. D. LUNGU KIENDO

Inspecteur des Douanes a la Valeur
Direction Générale des Douanes
Didier.lungu@douane.gouv.cd

Mr. F. LUTUMBA YUMBU
Inspecteur des Douanes a la Valeur
Direction Générale des Douanes
lutumbayumbu@yahoo.fr

CONGO (REPUBLIC OF THE) / CONGO (REPUBLIQUE DU)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. G. GAMBOMI OMBOLA
Chef de Service Valeur
DGDDI
gomeztseket@yahoo.fr

CROATIA / CROATIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. I. SCULAC

Head of Department for Customs Valuation
Ministry of Finance

Customs Administration
Irena.sculac@carina.hr

CUBA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. A.M. CASANOVAS MOLLEDA

Head of the Nomenclature, Valuation and Origin Department
General Customs of the Republic of Cuba
Valoracion.ta@agr.aduana.cu
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Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mrs. N. LOPEZ GIL

Senior Customs Officer

Customs Technics Directorate

General Customs of the Republic of Cuba
Tramitacion.ta@agr.aduana.cu

Ms. A.K. GARCIA FUENTES

Customs Officer

Customs Technics Directorate

General Customs of the Republic of Cuba
Taduaneral@agr.aduana.cu

Ms. Y. FROMETA MACHADO

Customs Officer

Customs Technics Directorate

General Customs of the Republic of Cuba
Ta30@agr.aduana.cu

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE / REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. M. BERENICE
Supervisora Operaciones
Direccion General de Aduanas
b.mercedes@aduanas.gob.do

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Mrs. A. |I. FRIAS GARCIA
Supervisora General

Direccion General de Aduanas
Al.frias@aduanas.gob.do

ECUADOR/EQUATEUR

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. A. MOSQUERA

Especialista en Técnica Aduaneira
Servicio Nacional de Aduanas
amosquera@aduana.gob.ec

EGYPT / EGYPTE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. R. ELSAID ALY
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General Manager of Valuation Department
Customs Authority
Reda782011@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. A. ANANY

Tariff Manager

Customs Authority
Amir.said509@gmail.com
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EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPEENNE / UNION EUROPEA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. A. SZARKOWSKA

Legal and Policy Officer Customs Valuation
European Commission - Taxud
agnieszka-anna.szarkowska@ec.europa.eu

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. J. TORRES

Officer

European Commission
Jorge.torres@ec.europa.eu

Mr. R. HURJUI

Team Leader Customs Valuation

Directorate General Taxation and Customs Union
DG Taxud

Radu.hurjui@ec.europa.eu

FINLAND / FINLANDE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. V. SUOMINEN
Senior Expert
Customs Valuation
Ville.Suominen@tulli.fi

FRANCE/FRANCIA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. A. VERRON

Customs Valuation Expert

Direction Générale des Douanes et Droits Indirects
Ana.verron@douane.finances.gouv.fr
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Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Ms. A. JDID MAHMOUD

Valuation Expert

Direction Générale des Douanes et Droits Indirects
Amal.jdid-mahmoud@douane.finances.gouv.fr

GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE/ALEMANIA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. D. HEISSENBERG

Customs Valuation Expert

Central Customs Authority
Daniela.heissenberg@zoll.bund.de

GEORGIA / GEORGIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A. ZIVZIVADZE

Post Clearance Chief Auditor
Georgia Revenue Service
Customs Department
a.zivzivadze@rs.ge

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mrs. K. BITSADZE

Post Clearance Senior Auditor
Georgia Revenue Service
Customs Department
Keti.bitsadze@rs.ge

Mr. B. GERGAIA

Post Clearance Chief Auditor
Georgia Revenue Service
Customs Department
b.gergaia@rs.ge

GHANA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. F. Y. AKOTO

Assistant Commissioner
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Fechinyao.akoto@gra.gov.gh

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes
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Mr. B. ATAGBA

Principal Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Bilson.atagbah@gra.gov.gh

Mr. A. QUAINOO

Principal Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Alphone.quainoo@gra.gov.gh

Mr. Abdul-Aziz Aleadengi SAAKA
Assistant Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Abdul-aziz.saaka@gra.gov.gh

Mr. J.N. T. AGYEMAN
Assistant Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Joel.agyeman@gra.gov.gh

Mr. H. INDOME

Assistant Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Humphrey.indome@gra.gov.gh

Mr. E. AGYEPONG

Assistant Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Edward.agyemang@gra.gov.gh

GUATEMALA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. C. A. MO ISEM
Customs Attaché
Customs Administration
camoisem@sat.gob.gt

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. R. A. ALVAREZ OVANDO
Technical

Customs Administration
raalvare@sat.gob.gt
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GUYANA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. R. BEEKHOO
Comptroller

Guyana Revenue Authority
rbeekhoo@gra.gov.gy

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. S. RICHMOND
Deputy Commissioner
Guyana Revenue Service
srichmond@gra.gov.gy

Mr. R. SINGH

Assistant Commissioner
Guyana Revenue Authority
rsingh@gra.gov.qgy

Mr. O. CHUNG

Manager

Guyana Revenue Authority
jchung@gra.gov.qgy

Mr. G. LOW

Deputy Commissioner
Guyana Revenue Authority
glow@agra.gov.qy

HONG KONG CHINA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. M.F. TONG

Senior Trade Controls Officer
Customs and Excise Department
Mf tong@customs.gov.hk

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Mr. M-W. YEUNG

Inspector

Hong Kong Customs & Excise Department
Ewan_mw_yeung@customs.gov.hk

HUNGARY / HONGRIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada
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Ms. Z. K. GYANI

Expert Customs Officer

National Tax and Customs Administration
Gyani.zsofia@nav.gov.hu

INDIA/INDE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. R. SHARMA
Additional Commissioner
Cbic
Radhe.sharma@gov.in

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Mr. H. KUMAR

OSD (Customs)

Cbic
Uscus5-cbec@gov.in

Mr. P. S. UPDHAYA
Assistant Commissioner
Cbic

Pakur.123@gov.in

INDONESIA / INDONESIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. D. MARBAGIO

Head of Customs Valuation li Section
Directorate General of Customs & Excise
Dawny2903@gmail.com

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Mr. B. TRIATMOJO

Functional

Directorate General of Customs & Excise
Baskoro.triatmojo@kemenkeu.go.id

Ms. Leni

Staff

Directorate General of Customs & Excise
lenichrysant@gmail.com

Ms. [.G.A.A.A. TIASTARY

Head of Section Multilateral |

Directorate General of Customs & Excise
i.qusti.002@customs.qgo.id
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ISRAEL

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. D. DRAGUCKI

Sr. Director Valuation
Israel Tax Authority
Danielda2@taxes.gov.il

ITALY / ITALIE / ITALIA

Delegate/Déléguée/Delegada

Ms. M. S. SALVATORE

Senior Customs Officer

Excises, Customs & Monopoly Agency
Mariastella.salvatore@adm.gov.it

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Ms. L. PIPERATA

Senior Customs Officer

Excises, Customs & Monopoly Agency
Lucia.piperata@adm.gov.it

JAPAN/JAPON/JAPON (EL)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. K. TADOKORO

Deputy Director

Ministry of Finance
Kazuhiro.tadokoro@mof.go.jp

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. C. BABA

Section Chief

Ministry of Finance
Chihiro.baba@mof.go.jp

Mr. K. OTSUKA

Staff

Ministry of Finance
Kohei.otsuka@mof.go.jp

Ms. A. MATSUI

Senior Valuation Specialist
Customs
matsuiai@customs.go.jp
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Mr. A. BUNDO

Senior Valuation Specialist

Japan Customs
Tyo-gyomu-hyoka-center@customs.go.jp

Ms. Y. YANAI

First Secretary

Customs Attachée

Embassy of Japan in Belgium
Yuri.yanai@mofa.go.jp

Mr. Y. TOI

Valuation Specialist
Japan Customs
Kenta.timura@mof.go.jp

Mr. S. WAKAMATSU

Valuation Specialist

Customs
Tyo-gyomu-hyoka-center@customs.go.jp

JORDAN / JORDANIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A. AL-ZU’BI

Officer

Directorate of Value Affairs
Jordan Customs
Abd.zubi91@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. M. ABABNEH

Officer

Al-Agaba Customs Office

National Single Window

Jordan Customs
Mohammad-ababneh@customs.gov.jo

KENYA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. J. NDEGE

Chief Manager Business International Analysis
Kenya Revenue Authority
James.ndege@kra.go.ke

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. B. KIOGORA
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Advisor
Kenya Revenue Authority
Ben.kiogora@kra.go.ke

Ms. F. KIMANI

Advisor

Kenya Revenue Authority
Fridah.kimani@kra.go.ke

Mr. W. JILLANI

Manager

East and Southern Africa
Winfred.jillani@kra.go.ke

Mr. M. MWANJA

Manager Valuation

Customs Board & Border Control
Mwanja.masinde@kra.go.ke

KOREA / COREE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Ms. M. CHOO
Assistant Director
Korea Customs
Cmj12@korea.kr

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. J. JUNG
Customs Attaché
Embassy
jaehojung@korea.kr

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU LAOS

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. B. VIPHASOUK
Deputy Director of the Division
Customs Department

viphasouklaeviphasouk@gmail.com

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Ms. L. VANNASOUK
Deputy Head of Unit
Customs department
Lattanaphone.vns@gmail.com
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Ms. V. SISAVAT

Technical Officer

Customs department
Vixaphone.sisavat@gmail.com

LATVIA/LETTONIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. M. KANNELE

Head of Customs Value Unit

National Customs Board,

State Revenue Service of the Republic of Latvia
marta.kannele@vid.gov.lv

LESOTHO

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. T. MOLELI

Manager Tariff Valuation and Asycuda support
Lesotho Revenue Authority

t.moleli@lra.org.ls

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Mr. S. MANAKA

Senior Valuation Researcher
Lesotho Revenue Authority
m.scona@Ira.org.ls

LITHUANIA / LITHUANIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. V. GUOBYTE

Head of Customs Valuation Division
Customs Department
Virginija.quobyte@Irmuitine.lt

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Ms. J. MIKSIENE

Chief Expert of the Customs Valuation Division
Customs Department

Ministry of Finance
Jovita.miksiene@Irmuitine.lt

MADAGASCAR
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Delegate/Délégué/Delegada

Mrs. S.R.H. VONINDRAHONTSOA
Inspecteur des Douanes

Service de la Valeur

Directorate General of Customs
rsaholinirina@gmail.com

MALAYSIA / MALAYSIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. MD R. RUDZIANI
Counsellor (Customs)
Embassy of Malaysia in Brussels
Rudziani.rudzi@customs.gov.my

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B/20.

Ms. J. EJAN NGAU

First Secretary (customs)

Embassy of Malaysia in Belgium and Luxembourg
Juanita.ejan@customs.gov.my

Mr. S. THAVAKUMAR

Second Secretary (Customs)
Embassy of Malaysia
Thava.seema@customs.gov.my

Mr. P.S. WONG

Deputy Director of Customs
Royal Malaysian Customs
Punsian.wong@customs.gov.my

Mr. Z. BIN AYUB

Assistant Director

Royal Malaysian Customs department
Zaily.ayub@customs.gov.my

Mr. T.M.R. BIN TENGKU MAJID
Senior Assistant Director

Royal Malaysian Customs department
Tg raduan.majid@customs.gov.my

Mr. S. A. BIN ZAINOL ABIDIN

Senior Assistant Director

Royal Malaysian Customs department
Suhaime.zainol@customs.gov.my

Mr. N. YELLUMALAI
Assistant Director
Royal Malaysian Customs department
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Nadajaran.y@customs.gov.my

Mr. A.J. AHMAD SHAH

Senior Assistant Director

Royal Malaysian Customs department
Jabbar.shah@customs.gov.my

Mrs. Y.Y. LEE

Assistant Director

Royal Malaysian Customs department
Yokyong.lee@customs.gov.my

MALI

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A. KONE

Inspecteur

Direction Générale des Douanes
koneask@yahoo.fr

MAURITIUS/ MAURICE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. M. GAUNPOT
Section Head

Revenue Authority
Mahen.gaunpot@mra.mu

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. S. KUMAR PUDARUTH
Team Leader

Revenue Authority
Shyam.pudaruth@mra.mu

Mr. H. FANGOOA

Team Leader

Revenue Authority
Hemraj.fangooa@mra.mu

MEXICO/MEXIQUE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. G. QUIROZ FLORES

Deputy Director for International Affairs with Pacific-Asia, Europe and International
Organisms

Mexican General Administration for Customs

Guillermo.quiroz@sat.gob.mx
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Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B/22.

Mr. J.A. ALTAMIRANO HERANDEZ

Head of department of Foreign Trade and Customs Regulation
General Administration for Customs
Jose.altamiranoh@sat.gob.mx

Mr. A. MORENO VALTIERRA

Head of department for Intelligence, Control and Monitoring
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Alberto.morenov@sat.gob.mx

Mr. I. CHAVEZ GARCIA

Regulatory Analyst in Foreign Trade Customs
General Administration for Customs
Ignacio.chavezg@sat.gob.mx

Ms. A. L. ZEPEDA GALVAN

Head of department for Intelligence, Control and Monitoring
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Zega86cg@dssat.sat.gob.mx

Mr. B. A. UBALDO DOMiINGUEZ

Customs Investigation and Legal Support Analyst
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Brandon.ubaldod@sat.gob.mx

Ms. H. M. BERMUDEZ ESCUTIA

Customs Investigation and Legal Support Analyst
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Bee937b@dssat.sat.gob.mx

Mr. A. MEZA LINARES

Customs Investigation and Legal Support Analyst
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Mela871n@dssat.sat.gob.mx

Mr. A. M. RODRIGUEZ VALENCIANA

Head of department for Customs Investigation and Legal Support
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Alberto.valenciana@sat.gob.mx

Ms. M. L. RIVERA HIGUERA

Head of department for Investigation, Customs and Monitoring
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Liliana.rivera@sat.gob.mx

Mr. D. A. GOMEZ RIVERA

Head of department for Investigation, Customs and Monitoring
Mexican General Administration for Customs
Diego.gomez@sat.gob.mx
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MOLDOVA / MOLDAVIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. E. GIRA

Senior Inspector

Customs Service
Ecaterina.gira@customs.gov.md

MOROCCO / MAROC

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. L. KEMMOU

Chef de Service

Service du Controle et de la Valeur
Administration des Douanes et Impéts Indirects
l.kemmou@douane.gov.ma

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Mrs. |. ELMSELMI

Inspecteur des Douanes

Administration des Douanes et Impbts Indirects
i.elmselmi@douane.gov.ma

Mrs. L. M. EL IDRISSI EL MRHARI

Chef de Bureau

Administration des Doguanes et Imp6éts Indirects
m.elidrissi@douane.gov.ma

MOZAMBIQUE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. B. M. MASSOCHA
Officer

Revenue Authority
bmassocha@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. J. ROSA

Officer

Revenue Authority
josuecuco@gmail.com

NAMIBIA / NAMIBIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

68 171

Annex B to Doc. VT1292Ec
(VT/53/October 2021)

B/23.



Annex B to Doc. VT1292Ec
(VT/53/October 2021)

Mr. P. SITEKETA

Customs & Excise Officer
Namibia Revenue Agency
Paulus.siteketa@mof.gov.na

NETHERLANDS / PAYS BAS

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. J.J. BIRKHOFF
Senior Advisor

Customs Breda

National Valuation Team
ij.birkhoff@douane.nl

NICARAGUA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A. I. CARMONA ARTEAGA

Jefe del departamento de Arancel y Valor
Direccion General de Servicios Aduaneiros
acarmona@dga.gob.ni

NIGERIA

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. l. A. ALFA

Customs Attaché

Nigeria Customs Service
alfazazi@googlemail.com

Mrs. T. I. CHINWEOKWU

Deputy Superintendent of Customs
Nigeria Customs Service
Isibendlife@yahoo.com

Mrs. O. N. OTUNUGA

Assistant Superintendent of Customs
Nigeria Customs Service
Otunuga.nafisat@customs.gov.ng

Mr. M-A. ABBAS

Comptroller

Nigeria Customs Service
Musa.alhassan@customs.gov.ng

NORTH MACEDONIA / MACEDOINE DU NORD

B/24.
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Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. Z. VETEROVSKI

Assistant Director General
Customs Administration
Zlatko.veterovski@customs.gov.mk

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Mrs. L. LEKOSKA

Head of Department of Customs Tariff, Value and Origin
Customs Administration

lidija.lekoska@customs.gov.mk

Mrs. F. KOSTADINOVSKA

Advisor for Value and Origin

Customs Administration
frosina.kostadinovska@customs.gov.mk

Mrs. I. NELKOVSKA

Chief of Value and Origin Unit
Customs Administration
irina.nelkovska@customs.gov.mk

Mr. T. RAKICEVIC

Advisor for Value and Origin
Customs Administration
tomislav.rakicevic@customs.gov.mk

NORWAY / NORVEGE / NORUEGA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. J. LILLELAND
Senior Advisor
Norwegian Customs

jsli@toll.no

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Mrs. Y. VORKINN
Adviser

Norwegian Customs
Ylva.vorkinn@toll.no

Mrs. S. CLEMENTZ-ANTONSEN
Adviser

Norwegian Customs
stine.clementz-antonsen@toll.no

PAPUA NEW GUINEA / PAPOUASIE NOUVELLE-GUINEE
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Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. J. SAM

Attaché

Papua New Guinea Customs Service
samj@customs.gov.pg

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Mr. W. SAPAK

Assistant Commissioner Modernization
Guinea Customs Service
miriar@customs.gov.pg

Mr. N. KAPO

Assistant Commissioner Trade Excise Valuation
Papua New Guinea Customs Service
kapon@customs.gov.pg

Ms. R. MIRIA

Manager Internationalm Relations
Papua New Guinea Customs Service
miriar@customs.gov.pg

PARAGUAY

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. M. M. CABALLERO LEGUIZAMON

Jefe de la Division Comprobacion Diferida de Valor
Direccion Nacional de Aduanas
mcaballero@aduana.gov.py

PERU / PEROU

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. R. CUBA
Customs Specialist
Sunat
rcuba@sunat.gob.pe

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B/26.

Ms. K. CONTRERAS
Supervisor

Sunat
kcontreras@sunat.gob.pe

Mr. J. MUNOZ
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Professional
jmunozc@sunat.gob.pe

POLAND/POLOGNE/POLONIA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. A. STEPIEN-MLOT

Senior Expert

National Revenue Administration
Ministry of Finance
aneta.stepien-mlot@mf.gov.pl

PORTUGAL

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. F. CORREIA

Customs Expert

Senior Officer

Tax and Customs Authority
Filipe.rocha.correia@at.gov.pt
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION/RUSSIE (FEDERATION DE)RUSIA (FEDERACION DE)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A. ARTEMIEV

Deputy Chief of the Customs Administration Division Department

Finance Ministry
Shirokov.ofc@mail.ru

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. S. SIGACHEV

Head of the Unit

Federal Customs Service
Sigachev.customs@mail.ru

Mr. I. TEN

Deputy Head of Unit
Federal Customs Service
tenin@ca.customs.ru

Mr. A. PICHUGOV

Third Secretary (Customs)
Embassy
fcsinbepichugov@mail.ru

Mr. D. SOBOCHEV
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First Secretary (Customs)
Embassy
Fcorussia.belgium@mail.ru

Mr. V. PARFENOV

Head of Unit

Federal Customs Service of Russia
parfenovvv@ca.customs.ru

SAUDI ARABIE / ARABIE SAOUDITE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. J. ALNAHEDH

Director General

Valuation Department

Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
jasser@zatca.gov.sa

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. A. ALMAWASH

Assistant Head of Evaluation Studies Unit
Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
aalmawash@zakat.gov.sa

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. K. KORENOVA

Customs Officer

Financial Directorate
Katarina.korenova@financnasprava.sk

SOUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE DU SUD/SURAFRICA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. N. BUCKLEY

Valuation Functional Specialist
South African Revenue Authority
nbuckley@sars.gov.za

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. L. NKAMBULE

Researcher Valuation

South African Revenue Authority
Inkambule@sars.gov.za
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Ms. B. COETZEE

Researcher Valuation

South African Revenue Authority
bcoetzee@sars.gov.za

Mr. S. TAUNYANE

Valuation Operational Specialist
South African Revenue Authority
staunyane@sars.gov.za

SPAIN/ESPAGNE/ESPANA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. G. BELTRAN RODRIGUEZ
Adviser Foreign and Trade Unit
Customs & Excise department
Guillermo.beltran@correo.aeat.es

SRI LANKA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A.C.M. SABRI
Superintendent of Customs
Customs
abdulsabry@gmail.com

SWEDEN / SUEDE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mr. J. OLSSON

Technical Officer

Swedish Board of Customs
Jan.olsson@tullverket.se

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. C. STUCK

Expert de Douane

Administration fédérale des douanes
Cedric.stuck@ezv.admin.ch

THAILAND/THAILANDE/TAILANDIA
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Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. N. WATCHAROTHAYANGKOON
Customs Technical Officer

Chief of Customs Valuation Unit 1.2
Thai Customs Department
106820@customs.go.th

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. T. CHANTARASAP

Customs Technical Officer Practitioner level
Thai Customs Department
108600@customs.go.th

Mr. N. THAKANG
Customs Technical Officer
Practitioner Level

Thai Customs Department
108786@customs.go.th

Ms. J. TARYAMAHA
Customs Technical Officer
Specialised Level

Thai Customs Department
107553@customs.go.th

Mr. J. JANPLENG

Customs Technical Officer (practitioner level)
Thai Customs Department
108490@customs.go.th

Mr. T. JUNGSANGASOM

Customs Technical Officer (practitioner level)
Thai Customs Department
107666@customs.go.th

Ms. I. GOADCHANGJAROEN

Customs Technical Officer (practitioner level)
Thai Customs Department
109128@customs.go.th

Mr. R. KONGNUMUT

Customs Technical Officer (professional level)
Thai Customs Department
107683@customs.go.th

TOGO

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A. MASSINA
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Chef division Tariff, Valeur et Regles d’Origine
Direction des Etudes et de la Législation
Commissariat des Douanes et Droits Indirects
amassina@otr.tg

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. K. AYEDJI

Attaché Douanier du Togo

Office Togolais des Recettes (OTR)
Douanes Togolaises

kayedji@otr.t

TUNISIA/TUNISIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mr. H. NEFZI

Chef de Service Direction Valeur
Customs

Osmane113@yahoo.fr

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. A. LAFFET

Direction Tarif

Direction Générale des Douanes
Laffet _arbi@yahoo.fr

Mr. L. ARFAOUI

Directeur Tarif

Direction Générale des Douanes
Arfaoui.lofti@yahoo.fr

TURKEY / TURQUIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. E. ERTURK
Customs Counsellor
Embassy
e.erturk@ticaret.gov.tr

UKRAINE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. I. DANKOV

Customs Counsellor
Mission of Ukraine to the EU
Igor.dankov@mfa.gov.ua
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UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI / REINO UNIDO

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. N. MOONEY

Senior Policy Advisor

Hm Revenue & Customs
Nigel.mooney@hmrc.gov.uk

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. C. DODSWORTH

Policy Adviser

Hmrc
Christopher.dodsworth@hmrc.gov.uk

UNITED STATES/ETATS-UNIS/ESTADOS UNIDOS

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. E. EROGLU

Attorney

US Customs and Border Protection
Elif.eroglu@cbp.dhs.gov

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. R. CUNNINGHAM
Attorney-Advisor

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Ross.m.cunningham@cbp.dhs.gov

UNION OF MYANMAR (REPUBLIC OF THE)
UNION DE MYANMAR (REPUBLIQUE DE L)

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. A.C. MOE

Assistant Director

Customs department
Ayechanmoe2666@gmail.com

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mrs. M.T. TIN

Assistant Director
Customs department
Coral.treasure@gmail.com

Mr. Aung Tun NAING
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Staff Officer
Customs department
Aungtunnaing2464@gmail.com

URUGUAY

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. G. MANES

Division Analisis de Riesgo
Direccion Nacional de Aduanas
gmanes@aduanas.gub.uy

VIETNAM

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. T. HUYEN

Customs Officer

General Directorate of Viet Nam Customs
Huyenpt2@customs.gov.vn

YEMEN

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. M. QURADA

General Manager of Customs Value
Customs Authority
Mh90r2020@gmail.com

ZIMBABWE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. J. MUJURU

Acting Commissioner Customs & Excise
Revenue Authority
Jmururu2@zimra.co.zw

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mrs. R. MAPANI
Technical Services Manager

Valuation, Regulations and International Liaisons

Revenue Authority
rmapani@zimra.co.zw

Mr. A. P. SWARRES
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Head Compliance
Zimbabwe Revenue Authority
aswarres@zimra.co.zw

Mrs. S. CHAUKE

Acting Head Technical Services and Risk
Zimbabwe Revenue Authority
schauke@zimra.co.zw

B/34.
79 171



Annex B to Doc. VT1292Ec
(VT/53/October 2021)

OBSERVER ADMINISTRATIONS

OBSERVATEURS DES ADMINISTRATIONS
OBSERVADORES DE LOS ADMINISTRACIONES

ALGERIA/ALGERIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. M. AMI

Sous Directeur des Bases de Taxation
Direction Générale des Douanes
Ami55mourb55@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Ms. Y. TALEM

Inspecteur Divisionnaire
Direction Générale des Douanes
yaminatalem@yahoo.com

AZERBAIJAN

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Ms. T. KHANBABAYEVA

Chief Inspector of Excise division

General Customs Department

For Regulation of the Customs Tariff Payments
State Customs Committee
Turane.babasova@customs.gov.az

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Mr. F. MAMMADOV

Senior Inspector

Division of Application of Customs Tariff

And Tariff Classification of the General department for
Regulation of Customs Tariff Payments

State Customs Committee
Fuad.mammadov@customs.gov.az

BELARUS

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. S. FEDOROV

Official Representative
Embassy of Belarus in Belgium
State Customs Committee
belgium@gtk.customs.gov.by
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BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE HERZEGOVINE

Delegate/délégué

Mr. O. ALAGIC

Head of Customs Procedures Unit
Indirect Taxes Authority
Ognjen.alagic@uino.gov.ba

ETHIOPIA / ETHIOPIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. B. B. HEDETO
Customs Expert
Customs Commission
behailubed@gmail.com

IRAN

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. A. AMIRKHANI
Customs Expert

Iran Customs Administration
A _amirkhani@irica.org

KOSOVO

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. S. HAVOLLI

Head of Unit

Customs
Sherif.havolli@dogana-ks.org

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Mr. B. QYQALLA

Head of Unit

Central Evaluation

Kosovo Customs
Burim.Qyaqalla@dogana-ks.org

PALESTINE

Delegate/Déléguée/Delegada

Mrs. J. ABUGHAUSH
Director of Customs Valuation
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Ministry of Finance
General Directorate of Customs, Excise and VAT
mousajehadj@gmail.com

SERBIA/SERBIE

Delegate/Déléguée/Delegada

Ms. S. ZIVANOVIC

Senior Advisor

Ministry of Finance
snezana.zivanovic@mfin.gov.rs

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. Z. POPOVIC

Head of Customs Value of Goods Section
Customs Administration of Serbia
popovicze@carina.rs

TIMOR-LESTE

Delegate/Déléguée/Delegada

Mrs. |I. DA LUZ

Third Secretary
Embassy
ivaradasluz@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Mr. H. MARTINS
Advisor

Embassy
hmartins@timor-leste.be
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| OBSERVERS /| OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVADORES

ICC — INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Mr. M. NEVILLE

Co-Head of Delegation
International Trade Counsellors
mkneville@itctradelaw.com

Mr. J-M. SALVA

Co-Head of Delegation

Commission on Customs and Trade Facilitation
DS Avocats

salva@dsavocats.com

Ms. P. VANDER SCHUEREN
Partner

Mayer Brown
Pvanderschueren@mayerbrown.com

Mrs. F. DIAO-GUEYE
Global Policy Team
Florence.diao-gueye@iccwbo.org

Mr. W. METHENITIS
Consultant

Ernst & Young Llp (EY)
William.methenitis@ey.com

Mr. P. SUMNER

Price Waterhouse Coopers (PwC)
Asia Pacific Customs and Trade
Paul.sumner@pwc.com

Mr. J. PITT

Global head of Customs
Adidas Group
John.pitt@adidas-group.com

Mr. W. VANHOEYMISSEN
Indirect Tax Manager
Procter & Gamble
Vanhoeymissen.w@pg.com

Mrs. A. PANCRATE

Group Head of Customs Affairs
L'Oréal
Analisa.pancrate@loreal.com

Mr. P. MUNIZ
Partner

Van Bael & Bellis
pmuniz@vbb.com
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OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVADORES |

Mr. A. FENDLER
Attorney-at-law

DS Avocats
fendler@dsavocats.com

WTO — WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION / OMC — ORGANISATION
MONDIALE DU COMMERCE

Mr. J. NICOL
Counsellor
Jesse.nicol@wto.org

SECRETARIAT/SECRETARIA
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TARIFF AND TRADE AFFAIRS DIRECTORATE/
DIRECTION DES QUESTIONS TARIFAIRES ET COMMERCIALES/
DIRECCION DE ARANCELES Y DE ASUNTOS COMERCIALES

Director
Mr. K. KAIOPOULOS

VALUATION SUB-DIRECTORATE/
SOUS-DIRECTION DE LA VALEUR/
SUBDIRECCION DEL VALOR

Senior Technical Officer
Mr. L. BABAJEE

Technical Officer
Mr. J. LUO

Technical Attachés
Mr. J. OUEDRAOGO
Mr. R. SOKI KEKE

Professional Associate
Mr. L.E. COSMOS

INTERPRETERS/INTERPRETES/INTERPRETES

Mme Louise DIXON

Mme Lara RIVARD

Mme Anne THOEN

M Carlos AMELLER

M Antonio GARZON JOLI

M Pablo NARBONA

M Ashraf IBRAHIM

Mme Melpomene KONSTANTINIDI
M Mourad RAMDANI
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REPORT BY THE WTO
TO THE 53RD SESSION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

20 SEPTEMBER TO 20 OCTOBER 2021
(BLENDED FORMAT)

The WTO last reported to the TCCV at its 52" Session in May 2021. On 27 May 2021, the
Committee on Customs Valuation (Committee) held a formal meeting in virtual mode.

Notifications

The Committee reviews four types of notifications, which include: Members' laws and
regulations; Members' responses to a checklist of issues related to their legislation;
Members' date of implementation of the Decision on Interest Charges; and, whether
Members adopt the practice referred to in paragraph 2 of the Decision on the Valuation of
Carrier Media. The status of notifications regarding Members' customs legislation is
systematically compiled in a report, the most recent version being document
G/VAL/W/232/Rev.13.

At the May 2021 meeting of the Committee, the Chair of the Committee remarked on an
encouraging increase in notification activity since the Committee's previous meeting in
October 2020. He noted that notifications on customs legislation had been submitted by the
following six Members: Afghanistan, Colombia, Mongolia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Solomon
Islands, and the United Kingdom; and that responses to the checklist of issues regarding
their customs legislation had been notified by the following six Members: Colombia, Israel,
Namibia, Paraguay, Tonga, and the United Kingdom. At the May 2021 meeting of the
Committee, the national legislation of 29 Members remained under review pending
exchanges of questions and responses from Members regarding such legislation.

As always, we wish to acknowledge the positive contribution of Members of the TCCV in
encouraging the submission of legislation and responses to the checklist of issues. The
Committee continues to appreciate this assistance in encouraging the submission of these
notifications as well as the responses to questions raised by Members before the Committee
in relation to notified legislation.

Technical assistance and training

The WTO Secretariat continues to provide support for technical assistance and training on
customs valuation matters. This year we have delivered modules on customs valuation at
two Regional Trade Policy Courses — to Arab and Middle Eastern Members in January 2021
and to English-Speaking African Members and Observers in June 2021.

Cn.
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ADVISORY OPINION 4.19

Annex D to Doc. VT1292Ec
(VT/53/October 2021)

ROYALTIES AND LICENCE FEES
UNDER ARTICLE 8.1 (c) OF THE AGREEMENT

A patented concentrate is purchased by importer ICO from manufacturer XCO who is also the
patent holder. The imported concentrate is simply diluted with ordinary water, not using a
patented process, and is consumer-packed with a trademark owned by XCO for its sale in the
importing country as a soft drink.

. In addition to the price of the goods, ICO is required to pay to manufacturer XCO, as a condition

of sale, a single royalty for the right to incorporate or use the patented concentrate in products
intended for resale and for use of the trademark. The amount of the royalty was set at 15% of
the sale price of the finished product, the soft drink.

. XCO sells to ICO at a price of 30 c.u. each 0.10 litre of concentrate, which is used to produce one

litre of soft drink. The production costs per litre of finished soft drink, in line with the generally
accepted accounting principles of the country of importation, are :

(a) Cost of imported concentrate (price actually paid or payable to

XCO per 0.10 litre): 30 c.u.
(b) Import cost of imported concentrate (port charges, customs

duties, inland transport and other costs per 0.10 litre): 6 c.u.
(c) Cost of other inputs: 4 c.u.
(d) Labour costs: 3c.u.
(e) Other production costs: 7 c.u.
Total cost of production per litre of finished soft drink: 50 c.u.

. ICO subsequently sells the soft drink to retailers in the country of importation at a price of 100 c.u.

per litre, of which it pays to XCO a single royalty of 15 c.u. as compensation for (a) incorporation
or use of the imported concentrate in the production of the soft drink and (b) for use of the
trademark of the soft drink.

With the other conditions imposed under Article 8.1(c) of the Agreement having been fulfilled, as
indicated in paragraph 2, the issue is to determine whether the royalty is related to the imported
goods and if so, what amount of royalty payment is to be added to the price actually paid or
payable for the imported concentrate.

The Technical Committee on Customs Valuation expresses the following view.

. Advisory Opinions 4.4 and 4.6 address royalties paid for the right to incorporate or use a patented

concentrate and for the right to use a trademark, respectively. The royalties in each case are
considered as dutiable.

The royalty payment is a condition of a sale as provided in the facts and the entire royalty is
related to the imported goods because the imported concentrate is simply diluted with the ordinary
water, not using a patented process, and is consumer-packed with trademark of XCO for sale in
the importing country as a soft drink.

The amount of the royalty to be added to the price actually paid or payable will result from the

corresponding final amount of the royalty generated from the sale of the soft drink, per unit of
imported concentrate. For this purpose, objective and quantifiable data should be used to relate
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the royalty payable on the soft drink produced to the price actually paid or payable for the imported
concentrate used.

9. Under the facts presented in the case, and given that payment of the royalty is not based on other
factors which are totally unrelated to the imported goods, as contemplated in the Interpretative
Note to paragraph 3 of Article 8 of the Agreement, it is appropriate to include it in the Customs
value.

10. In this case, 0.10 litre of concentrate is used to finally produce one litre of soft drink. Accordingly,
the Customs value per 0.10 litre of imported concentrate will be the price actually paid or payable
for the imported concentrate, plus the required adjustment for royalties generated from the sale
of a litre of soft drink.

11. In other words, the Customs value will be a total of 45 c.u. per 0.10 litre of concentrate: 30 c.u.

which is the price actually paid or payable, plus 15 c.u. arising from an adjustment to that price
under Article 8.1 (c) of the Agreement for the subsequent payment of the corresponding royalty.
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WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION

@@ ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES DOUANES
V ORGANIZACION MUNDIAL DE ADUANAS
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE VT1316Ea

ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

54th Session O. Eng.

Brussels, 5 May 2022.

DRAFT REPORT TO THE CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL ON
THE 54t SESSION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

Opening remarks

The Chairperson, Ms. Santa Marianela MARTE (Dominican Republic), who had the
opportunity to be at the WCO Headquarters, warmly welcomed all delegates, in particular
those in attendance for the first time, to the virtual phase of the 54t Session of the Technical
Committee on Customs Valuation, which was held in a hybrid format from 21 March to 5 May
2022.

The Director of Tariff and Trade Affairs, Mr. Konstantinos KAIOPOULOS welcomed the

delegates and in particular those who attended the session in person.

He thanked the Chairperson for her involvement in the preparation of this session and
extended his warm regards to all the delegations around the world which were interacting
with the Technical Committee through their screens, in spite of the time differences and the
various technical and other constraints, noting that the working methods for this session were
fundamentally the same as in previous sessions, except for the hybrid format which has

allowed delegates to attend this Session in person.

Referring to the Agenda of this Session, the Director applauded the outstanding work done
during the online discussion and consultation phases. Many highly relevant comments were
posted enabling great progress in examining the five specific technical questions on the

Agenda. He commended the Chairperson for her dedication and determination as well as the

Copyright © 2022 World Customs Organization. All rights reserved. Requests and inquiries concerning translation, reproduction and
adaptation rights should be addressed to copyright@wcoomd.org
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delegations for their constructive mind set and spirit of compromise, attributes which

contributed to a very good level of discussion.

The attention of the Technical Committee was drawn by the Director to a matter arising out of
the work done by the Policy Commission at its 85" Session which involves the planning and
prioritization of activities undertaken by the Directorates and the different WCO working
bodies to ensure that those activities are not duplicated, to address the identified risks and to
ensure that they are consistent with the WCO Strategic Plan. He invited the Technical
Committee to examine this matter, which is set out in Item VII (c) (“Other business”) on the
Agenda and to incorporate its activities into the template developed for that purpose by the

Secretariat.

Reminding the delegates that the theme dedicated for this year “Scaling up Customs Digital
Transformation by Embracing a Data Culture and Building a Data Ecosystem” is an appeal
calling on Customs administrations to pave the way for increasingly digitized international
trade, with emphasis on electronic transactions, he added that the digitization of information
and e-commerce — a twofold aspect of the digital transformation of the economy — is
increasingly impacting Customs. He noted that Customs work including valuation is also
affected by its own digital transformation and invited the Technical Committee to take digital

transformation into account in its work.

He thanked the Technical Committee for its past work on this theme, as seen in the adoption
at its 48t Session of Advisory Opinion on Flash Sales involving transactions on electronic-
commerce platforms and urged Members to submit more related questions for examination

by the Technical Committee.

He ended by thanking the 272 delegates representing 93 countries and observer
organizations who have registered for this session and in particular those delegates who
have come to Brussels and hoped that the next session would be under more normal
working conditions with more delegates attending in person and wished the delegates a

productive and successful meeting.

The Chairperson invited comments from the delegates on the opening remarks and the
Delegate of Ukraine who asked for the floor made a statement regarding the situation
prevailing in his country. The Delegates from Canada, the European Union, Japan, the
United Kingdom and the United States took the floor to express their concern with regard to
2.
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the situation in Ukraine. The written statements comments submitted by the EU and Japan

are set out in Annex D to the draft Report.

Agenda Item |I: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

(a) Provisional Agenda

Doc. VT1293Eb

The Chairperson invited comments on the provisional Agenda contained in Doc. VT1293EDb,
published on the TCCV Meeting page, and on the 54" TCCV Session Forum Group on the
CLiKC! Platform.

Delegates were invited to raise any point that they wished to discuss under item VIl of the

Agenda - Other Business.

The Delegate of Korea proposed the sharing of work done in relation to Articles 5 and 6 of
the Customs Valuation Agreement at the next Session. The Delegate from Guatemala
suggested that the TCCV examine in future sessions the following terms “in substantially the
same quantity” in the context of Articles 2 and 3 and to examine options other than the two
referred to in the question submitted by Mauritius in item V(a) of the Agenda in another

technical question.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee adopted the Agenda as proposed in Doc. VT1293Eb without

amendment.

(b) Suggested programme

Doc. VT1294Ea

The Chairperson referred to Doc. VT12946Ea, which set out the suggested programme of
work for the 54t Session prepared by the Secretariat. She noted that there were two
presentations for Tuesday’s session, that is, Brazil’s presentation on its application of the
Agreement and the OECD’s presentation regarding updates on the Inclusive Framework/
B/3.
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Base Erosion and Profit Shifting. The Secretariat would deliver a presentation on the WCO

Trade Tools on Wednesday 4 May.

The Delegate of China proposed to move item V (c) of the agenda from Wednesday to
Tuesday 3 May after the presentation by the OECD and move item V (b) scheduled for
Tuesday, to Wednesday. The Delegate of Israel proposed to examine item V (e) on either
Tuesday 3 May or Wednesday 4" May. Item V (e) was already scheduled for Wednesday 4

May and no change was needed in the suggested programme.
Conclusion
The Technical Committee approved the suggested programme as set out in Doc. VT1276Ea

with the above amendment.

Agenda Item Il : ADOPTION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE’S 53" SESSION
REPORT

Doc. VT1292Ec

The Chairperson began by recalling the procedure for the adoption of the Technical
Committee’s session Report, as approved by Members during the proceedings of its 42

Session.

During the intersession preceding the 54t Session, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada,
China, the United States and Uruguay had submitted their comments on the “a” version of
the draft Report. These comments had been incorporated in the draft Report and a “b”
version had then been published. The comments by Members on the draft Report are
highlighted in red characters in Doc. VT1292Eb. As no further comments had been made
regarding the “b” version of the draft Report, the “c” version had therefore been published by
the Secretariat in accordance with the procedure for the adoption of the Report agreed by the

Technical Committee at its 42" Session.

During the online discussion phase, China had made comments on the “c” version of the

Report which it justified by the wish to have a document that accurately reflected the content
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of the discussions. Following these comments, Uruguay and Bosnia and Herzegovina had

respectively made amendments to paragraphs 69 and 88, with China’s agreement.

The Chairperson invited the Technical Committee to give its opinion on this situation which
was not in keeping with the agreed procedure to be followed for adopting session Reports.
The Technical Committee decided, as an exceptional measure, to depart from the procedure
for adopting the Report and accepted the amendments made to paragraphs 69 and 88 of the

c¢” version of the Report of the 53 Session. The final Report, with the amendments, would
be published in Doc. VT1292Ec.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee approved the Report of its 53 Session, taking into account the

amendments by Bosnia and Herzegovina and Uruguay following the comments by China.

Agenda Item lll: REPORTS ON INTERSESSIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

(a) Director’'s Report

Doc. VT1295Ea

The Chairperson invited the Director to present the Director’'s Report, contained in
Doc. VT1295Ea. The Director summarized the key intersessional activities included in the

document.

The Director briefed the Technical Committee on a few items of the 85" Policy Commission

(PC) Session as follows:

(i) The importance of digital Customs and data was highlighted in regional
consultations held in relation to the 2022/2025 Strategic Plan. Therefore,
the WCO Secretariat had been developing a Data Strategy aimed at fully

incorporating a data culture within the WCO'’s core activities and expertise.

(i) The Policy Commission discussed and provided guidance on the way

forward regarding the Terms of Reference for a Feasibility Study on a

B/5.
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Global Customs Data Exchange Platform which was agreed at the June

2021 Policy Commission and Council Sessions.

(iii) The Policy Commission reflected on the proposal related to the
replacement of the WCO Packages’ Action Plans with work programmes to
be used by each WCO working body and endorsed the proposed template

for the work programmes.

With regard to Revenue Package, the Director invited the Technical Committee to consider
the Phase V proposals in the interim. He urged delegates to follow up with their
administrations to share their practices concerning debt and its management with a view to
enriching the document “Debt Management in Customs Administrations”. The delegates
were also informed that the Secretariat is developing a "post implementation” diagnostic tool
on the Technical Guidelines on Advance Rulings for Classification, Origin and Valuation,
which will allow administrations to assess the conformity of their national legislation

compared to the requirements of Article 3 of the TFA.

Under “Other activities and issues”, the Director informed the delegates of the updates of the
e-learning Customs Valuation modules on CLiKC! Platform, as well as the works of the
Working Group on Performance Measurement (WGPM) regarding the evaluation of the

relevant WCO instruments and tools.

With regard to the future activities of the Valuation Sub-Directorate, the Director indicated
that a thorough examination of possible future activities of the Valuation Sub-Directorate was
undertaken with a view to gearing its action on areas that could potentially have an impact on

valuation work such as e-commerce, circular economy and technological development.

In the short term, a webinar will be organized to address digitalization and its impact on
Customs valuation and its control, and activities of technical assistance and capacity
building, subject to available resources, would be intensified. In this context,an accreditation
workshop would be held for the WCO MENA Region to increase the number of Arabic
speaking accredited expert trainers on Customs valuation to meet the requests of Members.
The Secretariat has also found that there is a need for more Spanish-speaking accredited
Customs valuation expert trainers. Hence, the Director invited Members interested in

supporting such a workshop, to contact the Secretariat.
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Over the longer term, the Valuation Sub-Directorate will continue to look into ways to
leverage the implementation of TFA to properly implement the CVA in areas such as
publication, communication and advance rulings and to promote Customs to Customs
cooperation. In the same vein, the Secretariat will continue to strengthen its collaboration
with the WTO Secretariat.

Moreover, work in co-operation with the Compliance Sub-directorate on reviewing training
materials and tools will continue with a view to making future proposals to develop or update
tools. This is aimed at building revenue protection capabilities based on data analytics

methods, cross-directorate synergies and best practices.

The Director also stated that the Secretariat will continue to be involved in the broader work
of the WCO in emerging areas such as the data strategy, updates to the e-commerce
guidance and work on other emerging policy issues and will keep the Technical Committee
aware of what is happening generally and involved in any issues with potential impacts on

valuation.

A number of Delegations took the floor to thank the Secretariat for its work during the
intersession. Uruguay noted the importance of training carried out on e-platforms during the
pandemic and encouraged the Secretariat to continue this approach. China spoke highly of
the introduction of future activities in the Director’s report, which would enable the Technical
Committee to follow the development of these activities and ensure that the efforts of the

Committee is in consistent with those of the Secretariat.

The Director thanked Members for their support to the Secretariat, especially their financial

contributions, which are critical to the WCOQO’s capacity building activities.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the Director’s Report.
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(b) WTO Committee on Customs Valuation Report

Doc. VT1305Ea

The Observer from the World Trade Organization reported on the work of the Committee on
Customs Valuation, which had held a formal meeting in virtual mode on 25 October 2021
following the 54" session of the TCCV. In his report, he updated the Technical Committee

about the following two topics, Notifications and Technical Assistance.

The four types of notifications reviewed by the Committee on Customs Valuation included the
following: Members' laws and regulations; Members' responses to a checklist of issues
related to their legislation; Members' date of implementation of the Decision on Interest
Charges; and whether Members adopt the practice referred to in paragraph 2 of the Decision

on the Valuation of Carrier Media.

An increase in the notification activity was observed since the last session through the
contribution of Members of the TCCV and the review of a number of national legislations is
still ongoing pending the exchange of questions and responses from Members regarding

legislation.

With respect to technical assistance activities, he reported that three Regional Trade Policy

Courses were facilitated by the WTO Secretariat since January 2021.

The written report from the WTO Secretariat is appended in Annex C to the draft Report.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the report.

Agenda ltem IV : TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, CAPACITY BUILDING AND CURRENT
ISSUES

(@) Report on the technical assistance/capacity building

activities undertaken by the Secretariat and Members
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Background

In accordance with the Technical Committee’s decision, the Secretariat had monitored and
communicated the technical assistance/capacity building activities scheduled or delivered by
Members in order to provide useful information to all Members for planning purposes and to

prevent duplication of effort.

Since the last session, no Member administrations had provided any information about their
technical assistance activities. Only information on the technical assistance/capacity building

activities undertaken by the Secretariat is set out in the Annexes to Doc. VT1306Ea.

Summary of discussion

During the virtual meeting, the Chairperson of the Technical Committee recalled that
information on technical assistance/capacity building activities undertaken by the Secretariat
was contained in the Annex to Doc. VT1306Ea. She further stated that Japan had sent the
Secretariat a non-paper on its technical assistance/capacity building activities delivered or
scheduled to take place during the intersession. The Chairperson informed delegates that no
further observations or comments had been made regarding this item, either during the
intersession or during the online discussion phase. As no delegates asked to take the floor,

the Chairperson brought the discussions under this Agenda item to a close.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the Secretariat’s report on technical assistance and
capacity building activities and of the non-paper forwarded by Japan and set out in Annex E
to the draft Report.

(b) Progress report on Members’ application of the WTO

Customs Valuation Agreement

Docs. VT1297Ea and VT1307Ea

Background

Following the decision taken by the Technical Committee on Customs Valuation, the
Secretariat had been monitoring progress with the application of the WTO Customs
Valuation Agreement by Members and issuing reports on the subject.
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Before the session, the Secretariat had published Doc. VT1279Ea, inviting Customs
administrations to provide information on the progress made with regard to the application of

the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement in their respective countries.

Brazil offered to make an oral presentation on its experience of implementing the WTO
Customs Valuation Agreement, and more specifically on the project developed by Brazil to

enhance its fiscal procedures in this respect.

Presentation

The Delegate of Brazil began with a brief introduction of the Federal Revenue of Brazil,
highlighting the difficulties of implementing Customs controls in all ten fiscal regions of Brazil
in accordance with standard procedures. The Customs Valuation Project was therefore
introduced with a view to increasing the number and the efficiency of the PCA, as well as to

promote uniformity among the procedures of Customs offices.

As per an assessment conducted at the beginning of the Customs Valuation Project, Brazil
identified a number of main challenges in Customs valuation area, such as identifying
identical or similar goods, verifying the declared price of related party transactions and
adjustments under Article 8. Lack of experts in the valuation team and poor cooperation of

importers were also significant problems to be solved.

In order to address the above issue, Brazil updated its national legislation, risk management
system and IT system. Administrative and legal cases and advance rulings were compiled
for audit reference, and reference models were introduced to promote importers’ compliance
and Customs cooperation. Moreover, various relevant WCO manuals and guidelines were

made available to Customs agents to enhance their knowledge of valuation.

Capacity Building training was another important part of Customs Valuation Project, where
practical cases were shared and various presentations were made to address technical
issues such as Transfer Pricing, royalties and licence fees, as well as to discuss new
instruments adopted by the TCCV.

In addition, a new Normative Instruction would be enacted soon in Brazil which includes the
Decisions of the WTO CCV, as well as the instruments adopted by the Technical Committee.
10.
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The Delegate of Brazil also introduced a pilot project to be started on Customs valuation,
which would identify suspected incorrect declarations based on studies of the national
economy, and then audit operations would be carried out accordingly. This project was
expected to enhance the uniformity of Customs procedures during the application of the

Agreement.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of Brazil’'s presentation.

(c) Revenue Package

Doc. VT1298Ea
The Secretariat highlighted in Doc. VT1298Ea the completion of the Revenue Package
Phase IV in June 2021 and the tools and materials that were developed during the previous

phases.

Additionally, a work plan for a Revenue Package Phase V was proposed to the Working
Group on Revenue Compliance and Fraud (WGRCF) for guidance and comments. The
proposed work plan includes the promotion and application of the existing tools developed
under the previous phases of the RP and assessment of their effectiveness besides the
continuation of work on the following topics: illicit financial flows; valuation, classification and
origin; assessing the impact of the Revenue Package programme; fighting commercial fraud;

and new tool development for PCA.

Comments made by the WGRCF were taken into consideration to update the proposed work

plan which was to be submitted to the Policy Commission for further comments and advice.

At its 85th Session, the Policy Commission, agreed for a corporate approach be defined to
avoid duplication of efforts, with a view to increasing the accountability of working bodies,
including the TCCV, and making sure that their activities were consistent with the WCO

Strategic Plan.
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Details on the methodology proposed in regard to the planning and prioritization of activities
undertaken at the WCO working bodies to ensure activities are consistent with the WCO
Strategic Plan may be found in Doc. VT1304Ea under Item VII of the Agenda.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the updated report on the Revenue Package.

Agenda ltem V: SPECIFIC TECHNICAL QUESTIONS

(a) Valuation treatment of ancillary charges in relation to Article 1 of

the Agreement — Request by Mauritius

Docs. VT1299Ea and VT1309Ea

Background

The Chairperson recalled that this question had been the subject of discussions in the
Technical Committee since the 49t Session, following its submission by the Mauritius
Administration. It concerned ancillary charges which had been included in a second invoice
issued by the supplier to the buyer for the importation of goods. However, during a
post-clearance audit, Mauritius Customs established that the charges in question had not
been included in the Customs value of the said goods in the Customs declaration. The initial

text presenting the issue is set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1206E1a.

At its 53 Session, the Technical Committee concluded that the Customs value should
include the currency surcharge only, which was invoiced to all buyers. On the other hand, the
savings programme charges and the club charges were not included in the Customs value:
those charges were not paid either for the imported goods or as a condition of their sale.
Furthermore, the savings programme charges and club charges were not covered by the

exhaustive list of items that could be added to the Customs value under Article 8.

During the intersession, Mauritius worked with the Secretariat and forwarded to it a new draft
Advisory Opinion which was set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1299Ea. The Technical
Committee was to examine the draft and ultimately reach a consensus on its wording with a
12.
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view to finalizing a new instrument for adoption. In response to Doc. VT1299Ea, Uruguay
submitted its comments, which were set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1309Ea. In those
comments, Uruguay pledged its support in general terms for the draft text but suggested
some editing adjustments for improving the content. To summarize, Uruguay suggested
inserting a question into paragraph 3, deleting one sentence from paragraph 4 and amending
paragraph 5 by substituting the final sentence. Uruguay also proposed some minor

amendments to paragraph 7.

Summary of discussions

During the online discussion phase, the question submitted by Mauritius concerning the
“Valuation treatment of ancillary charges in relation to Article 1 of the Agreement” was the
subject of comments by Japan, China, Guatemala, Uruguay, Brazil, Mauritius, Chinese
Taipei, the United States, Peru, Indonesia and the ICC. The comments made essentially
comprised amendments to be made to the draft Advisory Opinion set out in the Annex to

Doc. VT1299Ea or expressions of support for those amendments.

In its analysis of the question, Japan Customs considered that, when a charge was paid as a
“condition of sale of the imported goods”, that meant that the payment was made “for the
imported goods”. Moreover, Japan relied on that premise in proposing that paragraphs 5 and
7 of the draft Advisory Opinion annexed to Doc. VT1299Ea should be reworded. As regards
paragraph 4, Japan’s suggestion was to delete the following sentences: “The savings
program charges and club charges paid on a per unit basis of the imported goods are not
refunded whether or not the purchasing target is met and remains for the benefit of the seller.

Such charges should therefore be considered as being related to the imported goods.”

China stated that it concurred with Japan’s point of view. However, it proposed making
slightly different amendments to paragraphs 4, 5 and 7 of the draft Advisory Opinion. It
suggested merging paragraphs 4 and 5 for streamlining purposes and deleting the phrases
referring to “related to the imported goods”. China Customs still wished to keep the first
sentence of paragraph 5: “The savings program charges and club charges are not paid for
the imported goods [...]". As regards paragraph 7, China agreed with the ideas expressed by
Japan but proposed a reorganization of the text, changing the order of the sentences to

create a more logical and coherent conclusion.
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An amendment proposal put forward by the United States reflected the views of many other
delegations, including China and Mauritius. They felt it necessary to add that the goods were
offered equally, under exactly the same conditions of sale, whether or not the buyer opted to
join either programme. In other words, a buyer that chose to join either of the two
programmes did not benefit from more favourable conditions (in respect of payment or

delivery, etc.) than a buyer that did not join.

Taking into account the various comments made, including those submitted by Uruguay,
Japan and China, the Mauritius Customs Administration proposed amendments to the draft
Advisory Opinion. Japan supported the amendments proposed by Mauritius. They
incorporated Uruguay’s suggestion in relation to paragraph 3, Japan’s proposed rewording of

paragraph 4 and China’s suggestion to merge paragraphs 4 and 5.

The International Chamber of Commerce adopted the same position as the other speakers
on the conclusions regarding the charges under Programmes | and Il. Concerning the
currency surcharge, it suggested that the Technical Committee should ensure that the
conclusions reached in relation to this type of charge were the outcome of highly rigorous
analysis whose result was obtained indisputably on the basis of clear and precise

information.

The consultation phase with the different delegations provided an opportunity to gain a
relatively precise insight into their various positions regarding the amendments to be made to
the draft Advisory Opinion. According to one delegation, it was important to obtain the views
of the other delegates on those amendments at the hybrid meeting. It was universally agreed
that it would be more practical to conduct discussions on the basis of a single document. The
amendment proposal put forward by Uruguay and set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1309E1
was accepted as the basic document. For the purposes of the virtual meeting, an overview of
the various amendments was drawn up by the Secretariat, in collaboration with Mauritius and
Uruguay, and made available to the delegates in the three working languages of the

Technical Committee on the CLiKC! platform.

The European Union requested time to become fully acquainted with the new document
before submitting its comments. Its request was supported by Canada, the United States and
the United Kingdom. The Technical Committee accordingly postponed the examination of the
question to allow all stakeholders to familiarize themselves with it. Upon resumption of the
discussions on this question, Japan and China presented their proposed amendments.

14.
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Canada welcomed the excellent work that had been completed and accepted the
conclusions of the draft Advisory Opinion along with the various amendments to the text. It
sought a reference in the text to paragraph 4 of the Interpretative Note to Article 1 of the
Agreement. Canada pledged to contribute to its improvement at the next session by
submitting proposals for the redrafting of some paragraphs. The proposed re-examination of
the question at the next session received the support of the European Union and United
States. In the light of those views, the Chairperson suggested that the Technical Committee

continue the discussions on this question at the next session.

Conclusion
The Technical Committee decided to continue the examination of this question at its next
session, taking into account the summary of the amendment proposals drawn up by the

Secretariat in cooperation with Mauritius and Uruguay.

(b) Valuation treatment of the cost of transport for the return of

carriages used in the transportation of imported goods: Request
by North Macedonia

Docs. VT1300Ea and VT1310Ea

Background

The Chairperson introduced this question, submitted by North Macedonia, that the Technical
Committee had agreed to examine as a Specific Technical Question during its 49t Session.
It concerned the valuation treatment of the cost of transport for the return of empty carriages
used in the transportation of imported goods. The text concerning the facts of this technical

question is set out in the Annex to working document VT1207Ea for the 49t Session.

According to the issue presented by North Macedonia, during post-clearance audit of the
accounting records of the importing company, invoices were found for the services
performed for international transport, namely the return of empty carriages by which the
goods in question were originally delivered. Those invoices had been drawn up by the
transport company that had brought the imported goods. The importer initially paid an invoice
for the transport of the goods, and, following the import, it paid the same transport company
for the return of the same carriages.
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During the work of the 53 Session, North Macedonia clarified the facts regarding its
question, and some Members of the Technical Committee expressed their views on the
treatment to be afforded to this question under consideration. Generally speaking, the
Members sought clear information on the terms of the sales contract relating to the freight in
order to establish whether the question submitted by North Macedonia came under the
provisions relating to the price actually paid or payable laid down in Article 1 of the
Agreement and its corollaries, namely the Interpretative Note to Article 1 and paragraph 7 to
Annex Il to the Agreement, or under the provisions of Article 8.2 of the Agreement. Following
discussion, it was clear that Members held differing views on the position to be adopted in

relation to the question.

According to some Members, insufficient information was available to determine whether the
seller required the importer to bear those costs relating to the return of the empty carriages.
For other Members, no commercial logic could explain the seller’s insistence that the
transport costs relating to the return of empty carriages that are paid to the transport
company should be borne by the importer. A further group of Members took the view that
those charges were costs of transport after importation and, as such, could not be included in
the Customs value either under the provisions of Article 1, the Interpretative Note to Article 1
and paragraph 7 to Annex lll to the Agreement, or under the provisions of Article 8.2 of the
Agreement. The Delegation of the United States asked whether North Macedonia would be
willing to broaden the scope of the facts it had presented, as suggested by some Members.

The Committee therefore had not reached a consensus on that question at that stage.

In response to working document VT1300Ea, Uruguay considered that, without a change in
the facts presented by North Macedonia, this question would have to be moved to Part Il of
the Conspectus of Technical Valuation Questions because it did not constitute rational
behaviour in the commercial world. Uruguay felt that its proposed modification of the facts
would afford the question a degree of commercial logic which could result in the drafting of

an instrument.

Summary of discussions

During the online discussion phase of the 54 Session of the TCCV, China, Uruguay, Japan,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, North Macedonia, Indonesia and the ICC each presented
comments on the question submitted by North Macedonia. All speakers acknowledged the
16.
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relevance of the topic and the need to produce an instrument, because the subject had not
been addressed thus far in the Technical Committee’s work. However, some delegates
expressed concern that the lack of sufficient information on the facts of this interesting
question might compel the Technical Committee to move it to Part 1l of the Conspectus of
Technical Valuation Questions. Various Members, including Japan, sought to have the
nature of the cost clarified, namely determining whether the cost was included in the price
actually paid or payable under Article 1 of the Agreement, the Interpretative Note to Article 1
and paragraph 7 of Annex lll to the Agreement, or whether it was treated as an adjustment

under the provisions of Article 8.2 of the Agreement.

The specific question of determining whether the “cost of transport relating to the return of
empty railway carriages” covers the “cost of transport after importation” as laid down in
paragraph 3 (b) of the Interpretative Note to Article 1 or the “cost of transport of the imported
goods to the port or place of importation” also continued to be a matter of concern for
Members. On that question, China had expressed two positions which were shared by
Uruguay. The first involved interpreting “the cost of transport of the imported goods to the
port or place of importation” under Article 8.2 (a) of the Agreement as covering “the cost of
transport of the imported goods before their arrival at the port or place of importation”. It was
explained that the cost of returning the empty carriages to the exporting country after the
importation of the goods did not constitute such an adjustment because it was borne after the
arrival of the goods at the place of importation. The second position was that payment of the
cost of transport relating to the return of carriages was a condition of the transportation of the
goods in the country of importation. In that case, the cost could be regarded as part of the

cost of transport under Article 8.2.

To avoid the impasse of Part Il of the Conspectus of Technical Valuation Questions, some
delegates (Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Brazil, Uruguay and China) proposed
broadening the scope of the question to cover a number of scenarios. To that end, in
response to an appeal from one delegate, the ICC expressed its willingness to assist with

identifying possible scenarios covered by this question.

It was apparent from the various comments that the first scenario could be the situation
presented by North Macedonia. Added to that were the two situations proposed by Uruguay
in the Annex to Doc. VT1310. Taking those various scenarios into account and with a view to
facilitating the discussions, it would be necessary to provide clarification (a) on the relevant

Incoterm and (b) as to whether the transport contract stipulated payment of the “cost of
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return transport” as a condition of the transportation of the imported goods. China added a
further scenario, where the transport costs relating to the return of the empty carriages would
be set out in the contract of sale between the seller and the buyer. In other words, the seller
would request that the importer bear the costs relating to the return of the empty carriages,
with the result that the payment could be included in the price actually paid or payable for the
imported goods under Article 1.

During the virtual and face-to-face meeting (in the hybrid format), North Macedonia
confirmed to the Technical Committee that it had no further information on the facts of the
question. It commented that it had no objection to a broadening of the scope of the facts, as
proposed by some delegates, if that was the prerequisite for the drafting of an instrument.

Many delegations supported that proposal.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took the view that it should continue to examine this question,

broadening the scope of the facts, at its 55" Session.

(c) Treatment applicable to goods subject to licensing contracts for

distinctive signs : Request by Uruguay

Docs. VT1301Ea and VT1311Ea

Background

The Chairperson presented the question submitted by Uruguay, which the Technical

Committee had agreed at its 53 Session to examine as a Specific Technical Question.

The question deals with Customs valuation treatment of royalties paid by the importer to the
licensor for the right to use particular distinctive signs and know-how, as well as licensor’s
technical assistance, in order to establish and operate chain stores where the imported
goods are sold in the importing country. The importer, the licensor and the suppliers of the

imported goods are related under the terms of the Agreement.

During the intersession, the Secretariat worked with Uruguay to redraft the case to facilitate
the examination. The text is set out in the Annex to working document VT1301Ea.
18.
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Turkey submitted written comments in response to Doc.VT1301Ea, which are set out in

Annex | to working document VT1311Ea.

Summary of discussion

During the online discussion phase, China proposed to analyse this case from a transfer
pricing perspective as the transactions took place between subsidiaries of a multinational
enterprise, while some Delegations were of the view that Article 8.1(c) or (d) could apply in

this case.

Uruguay, during the virtual session, reiterated that the analysis of this case should be based
on the contract which provides that the royalties are paid for the distinctive signs and

operation of the chain stores, rather than for the trademark.

In addition, Uruguay opined that this case is totally different from Advisory Opinion 4.17 in
which the imported inputs are not patented and not protected by intellectual property rights
and the importing company can buy from third-party suppliers at lower prices with the selling

company’s agreement.

China did not agree to consider the royalty in this case under Article 8.1 (c) as there was not
enough information to establish a relationship between the royalty payment and the imported
goods, nor did China agreed to include the royalty under Article 8.1 (d), as the payment is
made for distinctive signs, knowhow and technical assistance, and therefore could not be

treated as subsequent proceeds.

The OECD opined that it is premature to draw a conclusion on this case in the absence of
key information, such as whether the exporter owns the marketing intangible and whether the
value of intangible has been reflected in the price of the imported goods. From transfer
pricing perspective, this information may be found in the master file which provides an
overview of an MNE's global operations, and taxpayers could also be requested for further

clarifications in this regard.

ICC noted that in practice, it is common for one royalty to cover a variety of intangibles, and it
could be difficult for companies and Customs to allocate part of the royalty to certain

intangibles.
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Conclusion

The Technical Committee agreed to keep this question on the Agenda for further discussion

at its 55t Session.

(d) Treatment applicable to goods subject to additional costs

imposed by the insurance company: Request by Uruguay

Docs. VT1302Ea and VT1312Ea
Background

The Chairperson presented this question submitted by Uruguay which concerns the treatment

of an additional cost imposed by the insurance company.

The Technical Committee during its 53 session, agreed to examine this question as a Specific
Technical Question. The text concerning the facts of this question submitted by Uruguay was
set out in the Annex to working document VT1290Ea, issued for the 53 Session. According
to the facts as stated, the question concerned the treatment applicable to the security costs
that were imposed by the insurance company as the imported goods posed a high risk of theft
during international transportation. Specifically, in addition to the initial insurance policy taken
out by the importer, the insurance company required the importer to take out a “special policy”
to purchase an armed guard service to accompany the goods during transportation from their

departure from the country of exportation to the place of importation.

While considering this question raised during the intersession at the 53¢ TCCV Session, the
delegates asked for additional information regarding: the exact nature of the payment made
by the importer to the armed guard service through a “special policy”; whether the initial
contract of insurance contained clauses relating to this “special policy”; and whether this

payment should be included in the Customs value of the imported goods under Article 8.2 (c).

No written comments in response to Doc. VT1302Ea was received during the intersession.

Summary of discussion
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During the online discussion phase of the 54" TCCV Session, comments on this case were
received from several delegates. Uruguay thanked the Delegate of Brazil for its support and
for pointing out the typological error made during the discussion phase. He explained the
importance of this question to Members that have opted to include the elements of Article 8.2
to arrive at the Customs value. Referring to paragraph 7 of Annex Il of the Agreement, the
Delegate of Uruguay reminded that in this case, it was not the seller, but rather the insurance
company that had imposed on the buyer, as a condition of sale of its insurance service, the
payment to a third party (to the security company) of a service accompanying the goods with

an armed guard.

The EU supported the opinion of Japan that the scope of insurance cost under Article 8.2 (c)
is provided in Advisory Opinion 13.1 which interprets cost of insurance as referring solely to
insurance costs incurred for the goods during the operations specified in Article 8.2 (a) and (b)
of the Agreement. They considered that the cost of the armed guard service should not be an
insurance cost, but may be considered as handling cost related to the transportation of

imported cargo as stipulated in Article 8.2 (b) of the Agreement.

In its comments, China agreed with Japan that the additional costs paid for “armed guard
service” is very different from “the cost of insurance” in relation to the transport of goods, that
the payment of “armed guard service” is a condition of insurance contract and should not be
included in the Customs value of the imported goods as any form of insurance. China observed
that there is no definition of handling charges in the Agreement and was of the view that the
armed guard service by nature is not within the meaning of “loading, unloading and handling”
operations associated with the transport of the imported goods and, in the absence of a
definition of handling charges, could not accept its addition to the price actually paid or payable

under Atrticle 8.2 (b) as suggested by Japan.

The Delegate of Indonesia opined that the cost for armed guard service should not be part of

the Customs value.

The Observer from ICC distinguished between two kinds of insurance in international trade: a
cargo insurance, which is taken out by the shipper, and a civil liability insurance, taken out by
the transporter. He opined that this case focuses on the first kind and gave a number of risks

that the shipper may decide to be protected from by a cargo insurance.
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He added that insurers may also impose additional conditions to the shipper in order to
guarantee the requested level of insurance which could include an armed guard service
especially for high valued goods. The cost for the armed guard service could be included in
the global insurance fee or broken down on the insurance service invoice. He highlighted that
the armed guard service provided during transportation of high-valued goods is not limited to
the international transportation flow, but also covers risks present in the country of importation

after customs clearance, up to the point of delivery.

Another common practice for the transport of high-valued goods, consisted of operators
requesting the services of specific transport service providers specialized in the transportation
of rare or high-valued goods, which provide, as a standard service, additional security during
transportation. Additional security includes armed guarded service, and the cost of the latter is

usually automatically included in the global transportation fee.

The Delegate of the US pointed out that the US has opted for a FOB system of customs
valuation and do not include elements listed in Article 8.2 of the Agreement in the valuation of
goods. She added that additional cost for an armed guard to accompany the goods during
international transport is not dutiable whether paid by the importer to an insurance company
or to a security company. If the price included the insurance cost and security costs a deduction
will be allowed if the importer produces evidence of the actual costs for these services. She
believed that it would not be appropriate to read the conditions of sale elements in paragraph

7 of Annex Ill into other provisions of the Agreement like insurance and freight.

Noting that the comments made pointed towards considering the armed guard cost as a
transport related costs under 8.2 (b), the Delegate of Uruguay said he could agree with the
comments only if there is a change in the text that would specify that the armed guard service
is not imposed by the insurance company but by the transport company. He however,
disagreed to considering the armed guard service as a handling cost and suggested to move

the question to part Il of the conspectus for the sake of efficiency of the Technical Committee.

The proposal was supported by Guatemala.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee agreed to move this Specific Technical Question to Part Il of the

Conspectus and to be examined at a later time.
22.
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(e) Accumulated discounts in e-commerce sales —
Request by Uruguay

Docs. VT1303Ea and VT1313Ea

Background

The Chairperson presented the question submitted by Uruguay, which the Technical
Committee had agreed to examine as a Specific Technical Question at the 53 Session. It
concerns a discount in an e-commerce transaction using an IT platform. Seller XCO grants
buyer ICO a discount in the form of a voucher generated in a previous sale, providing a
special code to be used for a future purchase on the same IT platform. The facts relating to

the question were set out in the Annex to working document VT1291Ea.

During the intersession, Uruguay forwarded to the Secretariat its analysis of the question, in
which it presented the facts along with a corresponding final position. Uruguay’s analysis was
set out in the Annex to Doc. VT1303Ea, and the Members were invited to submit comments
for inclusion in a working document to be examined by the Technical Committee at its

54t Session. No comments were received in response to Uruguay’s proposals.

Summary of discussions

During the online discussion phase of the 54 Session of the TCCV, the question submitted
by Uruguay on the “accumulated discounts in e-commerce sales” coming under Item V (e) on
the Agenda was the subject of comments by China, Chinese Taipei, Uruguay, Israel, Peru,
Indonesia and Brazil. Like other delegates, China sought further details and clarification on
the six factual situations mentioned by Uruguay in the Annex to Doc. VT1303Ea and shared
its thoughts on the technical issues associated with this question. It proposed adding another
situation to those mentioned by Uruguay. The proposed situation concerned the “discount
points” obtained from previous purchases which could be used to reduce a proportion of the
payment for future purchases. Three new situations were also proposed by Israel Customs,

the details of which would be incorporated into the other situations.

The various new situations presented as well as the previous ones set out in the Annex to
Doc. VT1303Ea were analysed by the delegates. In some situations, the discount voucher
could be regarded as a means of payment, that is to say, a fixed monetary amount which can
be used for any subsequent transaction. Furthermore, it was important to clarify whether the

seller operated on its own platform or that of a third party and whether the discount voucher
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was granted by the seller or via the independent platform. Some delegates maintained that

the analysis would differ depending on the situation involved.

After answering some of the requests for clarification made by the delegates, the Delegate of
Uruguay voiced her support for adding the new situations proposed by China and Israel,
even though she did not share the conclusions of one of those delegations. She also
proposed removing factual situation No. 3 presented in the Annex to Doc. VT1303Ea since it

did not reflect commercial reality.

During the hybrid meeting, Uruguay recalled that this question did not arise out of a real
situation and was completely open-ended. Furthermore, it was for the Members to flesh it out
with as many scenarios as possible in order to cover a broad range of possible situations.
Israel suggested including the three situations it had presented during the online discussions
in a document for more in-depth discussion at the next session. Israel’s suggestion was
supported by other Members, including China which, moreover, pledged to provide
clarification on its proposed scenario to achieve the further clarity requested by various
Members. The International Chamber of Commerce suggested whether this question might
present the opportunity for the Technical Committee to revisit the scope of the discounts and,

more specifically, the boundaries of their acceptability.

Following a number of requests for further information on the various scenarios, Uruguay
reminded the Members that their assistance was requested in providing the additional
information on the different scenarios based on their own experiences. The Chairperson
echoed those remarks, confirming that the situations in question were a work in progress and
the delegations were invited to contribute to those efforts. She suggested including the

situations proposed by Israel and China in a document for examination at the next session.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee decided to continue discussions on this question at its next
session on the basis of a document which would include the scenarios already proposed by

some Members.

Agenda Item VI : QUESTIONS RAISED DURING THE INTERSESSION

(a) Valuation treatment of exclusive distribution fees: Request by
Fiji

Doc. VT1314Ea
24.
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Introduction
117. The Chairperson presented the new question submitted by Fiji during the intersession prior
to the 54 Session. The facts pertaining to this question are set out in the Annex to working

document VT1314Ea.

118. The question deals with an annual payment made by the buyer to the seller for exclusive

distribution rights of trademarked products in the importing country’s territory.

Summary of discussion

119. Fiji took the floor to request the assistance of the Technical Committee in resolving this

challenging case and looked forward to the adoption of an instrument.

120. A number of delegations supported the proposal to examine this case as a Specific
Technical Question at the next session, which echoed the comments received from

delegations on the CLiKC! platform during the online discussion phase.

121. The ICC proposed to make a presentation at the next session to introduce usual practice of
private sectors in exclusive distribution agreement, which was agreed by the Technical

Committee.

Conclusion

122. The Technical Committee agreed to include this question on the Agenda of its 55" Session

as a Specific Technical Question.

(b) Meaning of the expression “the price of the imported goods”

according to paragraph 4 of the Interpretative Note to Article 1:

Request by Uruguay

Doc. VT1315Ea

Introduction
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The Chairperson introduced this new question, submitted by Uruguay for consideration by
the Technical Committee. The text concerning this question was set out in the annex to

working document VT1315Ea.

This question stemmed from the 53rd Session of the TCCV when delegates had examined

the question submitted by Mauritius concerning the Valuation treatment of ancillary charges
in relation to Article 1 of the Agreement to determine whether this element should be part of
the Customs value. In their analysis, they had referred to the price actually paid or payable

for the imported goods.

It was highlighted that the expression “for the imported goods” is not precisely defined in the
Agreement and many delegates supported a study on the scope of this expression under
Article 1 and paragraph 4 of the Interpretative Note to Article 1 - price actually paid or

payable - of the Agreement.

Uruguay had proposed a text for examination by the Technical Committee in the form of a

Commentary, set out in the annex to Doc. VT1315Ea.

At this Session, the Technical Committee had to decide whether it accepted that it would

examine the question as a Specific Technical Question.

Summary of discussion

Online Discussion Phase

During the discussion phase written comments on the text were received on the WCO’s
CLiKC! platform from China, Japan, Bosnia and Herzegovina and the ICC. All Members
including Bosnia and Herzegovina were favourable for the question to be upgraded as a

specific technical question for examination at the next TCCV Session.

China had posted an alternative text for consideration by the Technical Committee and
Bosnia and Herzegovina had suggested to extend the scope of the question to include
“related to the imported goods”. Japan had enquired about the possibility of discussing the
commentaries in themselves after solving the Mauritius case. The Observer from ICC had
suggested another approach in the examining of this question by establishing the relevant
operating principles in a Commentary, which could then be followed by specific case studies.
ICC had also submitted a historical review of paragraph 7 of Annex Il
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Virtual Phase

During the virtual phase, the Delegate of Uruguay thanked China for its improved text. The
Delegate of China thanked the Delegate of Bosnia and Herzegovina, who reiterated his
proposal to extend the scope of the question as this extension would enable the Technical
Committee to understand the concepts of payment for the imported goods and payment
related to the imported goods under Article 1, paragraphs 1 and 4 of the Note to Article 1 of

Annex | (Interpretative Note) and paragraph 7 of Annex Ill of the Agreement

The Delegate of Japan suggested completing the examination of the question of Mauritius
first and to examine the question submitted by Uruguay subsequently as the Mauritian case
could be a stepping stone to considering the concept of the price for the imported goods. The
delegate also highlighted the different levels of knowledge by Customs about transfer pricing
when the Commentary 23.1, and subsequently Case Studies 14.1 and 14.2, were adopted
as compared to the level of knowledge by Customs on the price actually paid for the
imported goods which has been examined since the early years when the Agreement was

implemented.

Referring to Paragraph 66 of the Report of the 53 Session of the TCCV, the Delegate of
China highlighted that the Technical Committee had agreed that the question on the “price
for the imported goods” would be a new question separate from the question submitted by
Mauritius and the current issue would not affect how the new question would be handled.
She also added that the focus on the new question would be on the general aspect while the
focus on the Mauritian question is to apply the principles in a specific case. While
understanding the reasoning of the proposal from the ICC, taking into account the number of
sessions during which the Mauritian case had been examined, she considered that there was
no reason to stop examining the question and suggested the realistic way was to proceed

with both cases concurrently.

Several delegates supported the examination of this question as a Specific Technical

Question.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee decided to include this question as a Specific Technical Question
to be examined at its next session.
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Agenda Item VII: OTHER BUSINESS

(a) Presentation by the OECD — Inclusive framework on
BEPS

Background

During the intersession, the OECD was invited to make a presentation regarding updates on

the Inclusive Framework / Base Erosion and Profit Shifting.

Presentation by the OECD

The Observer from the OECD introduced the work of the OECD in the international tax area,
in particular, the current activities of the Inclusive Framework (IF) on BEPS. He highlighted
the BEPS Action Plan regarding Digitalization, which was launched in 2013, and the
production of the Two-Pillar Solution in 2021 to address the tax challenges arising from the

digitalization of the economy.

The Two Pillar Solution brought fundamental changes to international tax: Pillar One allows
market jurisdictions to tax global companies even if they don’t have a physical presence
there, while Pillar Two sets a global minimum corporate tax rate of 15%. Developing
countries were active during the negotiations and were expected to have a lot to gain if they

can implement it effectively.

With regard to the implementation of the Two Pillar Solution, the OECD was working on
instruments and guidance on Pillar One with a view to signing a multilateral convention on
implementation of Amount A by mid-2022 and finalizing the work on Amount B by the end of

2022. An implementation package on Pillar Two was also under development.

Moreover, the Observer wished to draw attention to two focus areas in the implementation of
the Two Pillar Solution, that is, VAT and tax incentives. For the former, the OECD was
developing toolkits for different regions respectively; while for the latter, analysis would be
made on the impact of Pillar Two on tax incentives offered by developing countries and how

they could adjust their tax policy accordingly.

Discussion
28.
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In response to questions from delegates regarding the impact of Two Pillar Solution on
Customs valuation and whether the arm’s length principle could still apply, the Observer from
the OECD stated that Amount A of Pillar One relates only to the largest and most profitable
companies, and the arm’s length principle is still applicable for other companies. As to the
impact on Customs, he was of the view that Two Pillar Solution, in particular Pillar Two, may
lead private sectors to simplify their supply chain, as it is no longer profitable to use financial

centres to allocate profits to low-tax jurisdictions.

When asked to what extent the transfer pricing rules could be used for Customs valuation
purposes, the Observer commented that despite the fact that transfer pricing and Customs
valuation are provided for in different frame works, transfer pricing principles could help
Customs to determine whether the declared price is influenced by the relationship between

the transaction parties.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the presentation by the OECD and the subsequent

discussion.

(b) The WCO Trade Tools

Presentation by the Secretariat

The WCO Secretariat made a presentation on the WCO Trade Tools, the official platform
developed by the WCO where Valuation, HS and Origin tools could be accessed by both

Customs and traders to facilitate international trade.

The platform is a powerful tool which, inter alia, facilitates the work of actors within
international trade to classify products, find applicable origin rules and consult the valuation

decisions and tools. It thereby provides support to the exportation/importation of goods.

The Secretariat gave a live demonstration on how to access the WCO Valuation
Compendium and to navigate through Article VII and the Agreement, Decisions, TCCV texts,

Alphabetical index and Subject index.
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Members were encouraged to sign up to the platform and it was noted that WCO Members

can access reduced prices.

Conclusion

The Technical Committee took note of the presentation by the Secretariat.

(c) Templates for work programmes of WCO Working bodies

Background

At its 85™ Session held in December 2021, the Policy Commission examined the WCO
packages and their respective Action Plans and other work programmes and the WCO

Strategic plan.

It was found that these programmes were all different in terms of their structure and time
frames and were not aligned with the Strategic Plan. It had therefore been suggested that a
corporate approach be defined to avoid duplication of effort, with a view to increase the
accountability of working bodies and making sure that their activities were consistent with the
WCO Strategic Plan.

This approach would also provide a potential way forward in addressing some of the red
risks identified, such as the prioritization of topics and the lack of consideration of technical
committees. The Policy Commission endorsed the template developed by the Secretariat for

the work programmes.

The Secretariat had prepared an initial draft to assist the Technical Committee for its
consideration. The activities were completed based on Annex Il of the WTO Customs
Valuation Agreement and the current work of the TCCV. This document can be found in
Annex | to Doc VT1304Ea.

Discussion

The Deputy Director explained that the direction that is being taken is to move the work into
work plans underneath the WCO working bodies. Each Committee will take on the
ownership for what it is going to produce or endorse. She indicated that the way the
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Secretariat would support the work, for example, drafting the working documents and tools,
would remain, but the Committee would have a clearer view of the processes as it would be

deciding the work plan related to itself.

She added that as the implementation will take effect as from July 2023, there is still more
time for the work plan to be endorsed by each relevant body before June 2023 but there is
need to come up with an agreed package. The Tariff and Trade Affairs Directorate (TTA)
has gone through each Committee including the Harmonized System Committee, RSC and
Technical Committee on Rules of Origin’s work plan and had prepared plans based upon
their current rules of procedure, scope and other documents and is doing the same with the
TCCV.

During the Discussion phase, the Delegate of Uruguay submitted the following three

proposals for consideration by the Technical Committee:

(a) Develop a "Thematic Meeting" at the TCCV on technical analysis of customs valuation,
once a year or every two sessions.

(b) Present a report to the TCCV of (at least) one member on the progress in the
application of the WTO Valuation Agreement, once a year or every two sessions.

(c) Submit a report to the TCCV from (at least) one member on a final court decision in

their country on customs valuation, once a year or every two sessions.

At the virtual phase of the Session, the Delegate of the EU supported the adoption of the
Template for Work Programmes of WCO Working Bodies, endorsed the activities undertaken
as continuous process in Annex | of Doc. VT1304Ea and thanked the Delegate of Uruguay
for his proposals for a more elaborate discussion in the next Session. The Delegate of Brazil
supported the Work Programmes as well as the proposal to share judicial decisions which

would be very helpful to Customs Administrations.

The Delegate of China referred to the responsibilities of the Technical Committee as listed in
the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement which includes to examine technical questions and
to provide guidance on valuation issues. She agreed with the EU that this Technical
Committee is working on a continuous basis and with the template for activities undertaken

as continuous process.

However, she drew the attention of the delegates about one element in the template which

refers to the key performance indicators (KPI). She was concerned that if an input was
B/31.
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inserted in the template, it would mean that this item would be subject to a performance
assessment by the Policy Commission. Referring to the second proposal of Uruguay, she
felt that it would mean that we have to ensure that a Member presents its progress report on
the implementation of the Agreement or else the Technical Committee will not pass the KPI
and urged the Technical Committee to be cautious before adding a new element in the

template. The Delegate of Guatemala supported the views of China with respect to the KPI.

The Deputy Director explained that in the recent past there was already a KPI for the TCCV
based on the number of instruments adopted by the TCCV. However, this was not easily
visible to the TCCV. The Secretariat added that in the template, it was up to the Committee
how it drafted its KPIs and these could be formulated in a way suitable to the work.

However, it was clarified that the template needed to be fully completed, including this field.
In response to an issue raised by the ICC, the Deputy Director replied that it was for the
Technical Committee to decide whether it would include the experience sharing by other
bodies if it decided to make experience sharing part of the outcomes in the template.

Conclusion

The proposals submitted by Uruguay will be included in the working document to be further

examined by the Technical Committee at its next session.

Agenda Item VIII:
PROGRAMME OF FUTURE WORK

The Secretariat informed the Technical Committee that the following items would be included

on the Agenda for the 55" Session:

I. Adoption of Agenda/Suggested programme

Il. Adoption of the Technical Committee’s 54" Session Report

lll. Reports on intersessional developments

— Director’s Report

-  WTO Committee on Customs Valuation report
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IV. Technical assistance, capacity building and current issues

- Report on the technical assistance/capacity building activities undertaken by the
Secretariat and Members

- Progress report on Members’ application of the WTO Customs Valuation
Agreement

- Revenue Package update

V. Specific technical questions

(a) Valuation treatment of ancillary charges in relation to Article 1 of the Agreement :
Request by Mauritius

(b) Valuation treatment of the cost of transport for the return of carriages used in the
transportation of imported goods : Request by North Macedonia

(c) Treatment applicable to goods subject to licensing contracts for distinctive signs :
Request by Uruguay

(d) Accumulated discounts in e-commerce sales : Request by Uruguay

(e) Valuation treatment of exclusive distribution fees: Request by Fiji

(f) Meaning of the expression “the price for the imported goods” in accordance with

paragraph 4 of the Interpretative Note to Article 1: Request by Uruguay

VI. Questions raised during the intersession

VIl. Other business

VIII. Election

IX. Programme of future work

X. Dates of next meeting
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Agenda Item IX: DATES OF NEXT MEETING

The Secretariat informed the Technical Committee that the 55" Session of the Technical
Committee on Customs Valuation is provisionally scheduled to take place from 17 to 21
October 2022.

CLOSING REMARKS BY THE DIRECTOR

The Director thanked all delegates for their contribution and interest in trying to resolve
differences and reach consensus. He particularly thanked the Chairperson, Ms. Santa

Marianela MARTE, for her excellent work during the session.

Quoting “what matters is the journey, not the destination” in Homer’s epic poem, the Director
spoke highly of the experience shared by the delegates in the discussion phase even though
the TCCV did not reach a consensus to adopt any instrument and encouraged them to
contribute during this intellectual journey at the TCCV sessions. That being said, he remind
that the destination is of course also important. Ultimately, legal instruments adopted by
TCCV, enable Members to interpret and apply the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement

uniformly and thus facilitate the international trade.

The Director noted that there will be six specific technical questions on the agenda of the
next session, and invited the delegates to submit timely comments to enable the Technical

Committee to examine the technical questions in an efficient and effective manner.
The Director concluded by thanking all the staff of the Secretariat, his colleagues in the
Valuation Sub-Directorate, the translators, the interpreters and the technical staff for their

support.

CLOSING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRPERSON

The Chairperson joined the Director to thank the delegates of the Technical Committee. She
also extended her thanks to the Secretariat for its outstanding work and efforts to make sure
that the Committee could held a hybrid session and discuss the technical questions online

before the session .
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168. She thanked the interpreters and technical staff for their great effort in supporting the

Technical Committee throughout the session.

169. The Chairperson concluded her remarks by declaring the meeting closed.

S. M. MARTE
Chairperson.
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Ministerio de Economia
feolds@mecon.gov.ar

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

N. NEHAMMER

Senior Customs Expert

Ministry of Finance
Natascha.nehammer@bmf.gv.at

BANGLADESH

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

M.M. KABIR

Minister (customs)

Permanent Representative to the WCO
National Board of Revenue
Bangladesh Embassy
Mubinul_kabir@yahoo.com

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE/BELGICA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

M. C. BEHETS-WYDEMANS
Conseiller

General Administration of Finance and Excise
Marieclair.behetswydemans@minfin.fed.be

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

BENIN

K. PARIDAENS

Attaché
General Administration of Finance and Excise

Klaas.paridaens@minfin.fed.be

Delegate/délégué

M. LAOUROU

Chef Service d'Intervention Rapide
Direction Générale des Douanes et Droits Indirects
marcellinl2002@yahoo.fr
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BOTSWANA

Delegate/délégué

T. MOKGETHI

Principal Customs Officer - International Relations
Botswana Unified Revenue Service
tmokgethi@burs.org.bw

BRAZIL / BRESIL

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

K. MORGERO

Customs Auditor

Special Secretariat of the Federal Revenue (rfb)
Kelly.morgero@rfb.gov.br

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

A. EJCHEL

Tax Auditor

Federal Revenue of Customs
Adriana.ejchel@rfb.gov.br

Mr. W. CARVALHO

Federal Taxes Inspector
Receita Federal do Brasil
Waldir.h.carvalho@rfb.gov.br

BURKINA FASO

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegado

M. OUEDRAOGO

Directeur Valeur et Analyse du Risque
Direction Générale des Douanes
Mloris.ouedraogo@gmail.com

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

T.ZONGO

Chef de Service de la Valeur et de la Prévention de la Fraude

Direction Générale des Douanes
timbozongo@yahoo.fr

M. DERRA

Directeur Adjoint de la Valeur et de I'’Analyse du Risque

Direction Générale des Douanes
Mouniderra7 @gmail.com
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B. OUATTARA

Vérificateur

Direction Générale des Douanes
ouattara@yahoo.fr

L. B. KABORE
Expert Formateur Accrédité en évaluation en Douane
Ministére de I'Economie, des Finances et de la Prospective

Laurent blaise@yahoo.fr

A. TIORO

Vérificateur

Direction Générale des Douanes
alassanetioro@gmail.com

G. KARAGA
Attaché Douanier
Ambassade du Burkina Faso En Belgique

karagagregoire@gmail.com

CAMBODGE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

C. OUK

Chief of Free Trade Office

General Department of Customs and Excise
oukchansopheap@yahoo.com

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

M. VISAL

Chief of Office

General Department of Customs and Excise
makvisal@gmail.com

S. SOVANN

Assistant Director

General Department of Customs and Excise
sireywadh@yahoo.com

R. THONN

Deputy Chief of Office

General Department of Customs and Excise
thonnrithy@customs.gov.kh

R. SRAY
Officer
General Department of Customs and Excise

sreyrataknak@gmail.com
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CAMEROON / CAMEROUN / CAMERUN

Delegate/Délégqué/Delegado

D.C. UM BATTA
Head of International Cooperation Unit
Directorate General of Customs

dumbatta@yahoo.fr

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

J.C. ANGUISSA

Chief of Customs Tariff and Valuation
Directorate General of Customs
jeanclaudeanquissa@yahoo.fr

J. OWONA EFFA
Chargé d’Etudes Assistant
Direction Générale des Douanes du Cameroun

owonaeffa2000(@yahoo.fr

CANADA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

J-F. BEDARD

Manager Valuation Program

Canada Border Services Agency
jean-francoish.bedard@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B. GOSSELIN

Liaison Officer and 1st secretary
Canada Border Service Agency
Benoit.gosselin@international.gc.ca

D. RIVERIN

Senior Program Advisor

Customs Valuation Program

Canada Border Service Agency
Dominique.riverin@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca

S. VANDERMEER

Senior Program Advisor

Customs Valuation Program

Canada Border Service Agency
Samantha.vandermeer@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca
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J. LOHMANN

Senior Program Advisor

Customs Valuation Program
Canada Border Service Agency
Jody.lohmann@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca

E. LAFLAMME

Director, Trade Policy Division
Canada Border Service Agency
edith.laflamme(@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca

CHILE/CHILI

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

B. PALACIOS

Head of Classification and Origin Department

National Customs Service
bpalacios@aduana.cl

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

C. OSORIO

Valuation Professional
National Customs Service
cosorio@aduana.cl

N. SAN MARTIN
Valuation Professional
National Customs Service
nsanmartin@aduana.cl

CHINA / CHINE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Q. LIN

Senior Supervisor li
China Customs
gianyu.lin@163.com

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

L. GUO

Senior Officer

China Customs
396623760(@qg.com
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X. LUO

Senior Supervisor IV
China Customs
2391840547 @qggq.com

C.LIU

Supervisor Il

China Customs
liuchangbijhg@163.com

Y. LU

Senior Officer

China Customs
624218177@qg.com

L. ZHENG

Section Chief
China Customs
janel64@]163.com

L. HUO

Supervisor Il

China Customs
huolisha2022@163.com

Z. Ll

Junior Officer

China Customs
251591125@qgg.com

J. LI

Junior Officer

China Customs
471448273 (@qgg.com

J. CHEN

First Secretary

Mission of China to the EU
chenjianping be@outlook.com

T. HU

Minister Counsellor
Mission of China to the EU
h1081008@hotmail.com
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CHINESE TAIPEI/ TAIPEI CHINOIS

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Y-C. TSAI

Deputy Director

Chinese Taipei
009186(@customs.gov.tw

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

M-F. HSIEH

Auditor

Chinese Taipei

008413 @customs.gov.tw

T.H. WU

Specialist

Chinese Taipei
009205@customs.gov.tw

C-H. LIN

Officer

Chinese Taipei
010030@customs.gov.tw

K-H. LEE

Section Chief

Chinese Taipei

006407 @customs.gov.tw

Y. CHANG

Auditor

Chinese Taipei
008375@customs.gov.tw

W. WEN

Auditor

Chinese Taipei
007402@customs.gov.tw

CONGO (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE)
CONGO (REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

C. LUTALADIO MBUTA

Directeur de la Valeur

Direction Générale des Douanes et Accises
Lutadio.mbuta@douane.gouv.cd
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Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

D. LUNGU KIENDO

Inspecteur des Douanes a la Valeur
Direction Générale des Douanes
Didier.lungu@douane.gouv.cd

F. LUTUMBA YUMBU

Inspecteur des Douanes a la Valeur
Direction Générale des Douanes
lutumbayumbu@yahoo.fr

COSTA RICA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A.CORDERO BARBOZA
Profesional En Valoracion Aduanera
Direccion General de Aduanas
corderoba@hacienda.go.cr

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Y. MENDEZ

Jefe Departamento

Direccion General de Aduanas
mendezvy@hacienda.go.cr

COTE D'IVOIRE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A.L.B. AKE

Président du Comité d'Arbitrage de la Valeur

Direction Générale des Douanes
ake.leopold@douanes.ci

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

K.H. GBAH

Chef de Bureau Valeur et Legislation
Direction Générale des Douanes
gkobenanherman@yahoo.com

A.M.C. KOUASSI EPSE METCH
Sous-Directeur

Douanes
kouassimetch@gmail.com

B/10.

137

171



Y. MEITE

Directeur des enquétes douaniéres
Direction générale des douanes
meiteyac@yahoo.fr

CROATIA / CROATIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

I. SCULAC

Head of Department for Customs Valuation
Ministry of Finance

Customs Administration
Irena.sculac@carina.hr

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE / REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Annex B to Doc. VT1316Ea
(VT/54/May 2022)

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

M. BERENICE

Supervisora Operaciones
Direccion General de Aduanas
b.mercedes@aduanas.gob.do

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

A. l. FRIAS GARCIA
Supervisora General

Direccion General de Aduanas
Al.frias@aduanas.gob.do

ECUADOR/EQUATEUR

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

J. RIVADENEIRA

Especialista de Riesgos Aduaneros
Servicio Nacional Del Aduana Del Ecuador
jrivadeneira@aduana.gob.ec

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

C. CAMPOSANO

Técnico Especialista de Riesgos Aduaneros
Servicio Nacional de Aduana Del Ecuador
ccamposano@aduana.gob.ec

K. ALDAZ

Interventor

Servicio Nacional Del Aduana Del Ecuador
kaldaz@aduana.gob.ec
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ESTONIA / ESTONIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

P. SIRJA

Leading Customs Expert
Estonian Tax and Customs Board
sirja.patrick@emta.ee

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPEENNE / UNION EUROPEA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

R. HURJUI

Team Leader Customs Valuation

Directorate General Taxation and Customs Union
DG Taxud

Radu.hurjui@ec.europa.eu

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

A. SZARKOWSKA

Legal and Policy Officer Customs Valuation
European Commission - Taxud
Agnieszka-Anna.Szarkowskal@ec.europa.eu

J. TORRES

Officer

European Commission
Jorge.torres@ec.europa.eu

FlJI / FIDJI

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

R. NAND

Principal Customs Officer, Customs Revenue
Fiji Revenue and Customs Service
rnand@frcs.org.fj

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B/12.

R. NAICKER

Senior Customs Officer, Customs Ort - Corporate Services
Fiji Revenue and Customs Service

rnaicker@frcs.org.fj

A.PRASAD

Chief Customs Officer, Intelligence, Compliance & Investigation
Fiji Revenue and Customs Service

aprasad003@frcs.org.fj
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S. GONEYALI

Legal/Sco - Compliance, Customs — Compliance
Fiji Revenue and Customs Service
sgoneyali@frcs.org.fj

B. NAIDU

Principal Custom Officer - Cargo , Border
Fiji Revenue and Customs Service
bnaidu@frcs.org.fj

FINLAND / FINLANDE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

V. SUOMINEN

Senior Expert

Customs Valuation
Ville.Suominen@tulli.fi

FRANCE/FRANCIA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A.JDID MAHMOUD

Valuation Expert

Direction Générale des Douanes et Droits Indirects
amal.jdid-mahmoud@douane.finances.gouv.fr

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

A. VERRON

National Valuation Expert

Direction Générale des Douanes et Droits Indirects
ana.verron(@douane.finances.gouv.{r

M-C. PORTOIS
Valuation Expert
DGDDI

marie-christine.portois@douane.finances.gouv.fr

GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE/ALEMANIA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

D. HEISSENBERG

Customs Valuation Expert

Central Customs Authority
Daniela.heissenberg@zoll.bund.de
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GEORGIA / GEORGIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

G. NADIRADZE

Head of Post-Clearance Audit Division

Georgia Revenue Service, Customs Department
g.nadiradze@rs.ge

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

A. ZIVZIVADZE

Post Clearance Chief Auditor
Georgia Revenue Service
Customs Department
a.zivzivadze@rs.ge

K. BITSADZE

Post Clearance Senior Auditor
Georgia Revenue Service
Customs Department
Keti.bitsadze@rs.qe

B. GERGAIA

Post Clearance Chief Auditor
Georgia Revenue Service
Customs Department
b.gergaia@rs.ge

S. URIDIA

Head of department for International Relations
Revenue Service, the Ministry of Finance of Georgia
s.uridia@rs.ge

GHANA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

J. ALLAN

Chief Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
joseph.allan@gra.gov.gh

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B/14.

J.N. T. AGYEMAN

Assistant Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Joel.agyeman@gra.gov.gh
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H. INDOME

Assistant Revenue Officer

Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Humphrey.indome@gra.gov.gh

AGYAPONG

Assistant Revenue Officer

Ghana Revenue Authority
Customs Division
Edward.agyemang@gra.qgov.gh

W. ADZAKEY

Assistant Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
wisdom.adzakey@agra.gov.gh

E. NYARKOH

Assistant Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
ernest.nyarkoh@gra.gov.gh

S. TAGOE

Principal Revenue Officer
Ghana Revenue Authority
sheila.tagoe@gra.gov.gh

GUATEMALA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

C.A. MO ISEM
Customs
camoisem@sat.gob.gt

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

R.A. ALVAREZ OVANDO
Customs
raalvare@sat.gob.gt

HAITI

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

M.C. DEBROSSE

Sous-Directrice

Administration générale des Douanes
decathou@yahoo.fr
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HONG KONG CHINA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

N.C.E. CHAN
Inspector
Customs and Excise Department

eric nc chan@customs.gov.hk

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

K.T. JUNG CHAN

Acting Senior Trade Control Officer
Customs and Excise Department
teresa_km_jung_chan@customs.gov.hk

HUNGARY / HONGRIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Z. K. GYANI
Expert Customs Officer
National Tax and Customs Administration

Gyani.zsofia@nav.gov.hu

INDIA/INDE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

R. SHARMA

Additional Commissioner
Cbic
Radhe.sharma@gov.in

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

M. NAGRAJAN
Assistant Commissioner
Cbic
m.nagrajan(@gov.in

B/16.
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INDONESIA / INDONESIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A. TARMIDZI

Head of Customs Valuation IV section
Directorate General of Customs and Excise
arman.tarmidzi(@customs.go.id

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

B. TRIATMOJO

Functional

Directorate General of Customs & Excise
Baskoro.triatmojo@kemenkeu.go.id

LENI

Staff

Directorate General of Customs & Excise
lenichrysant@gmail.com

K.S.R. PUTRA

Staff of Multilateral Cooperation | Section
Directorate General of Customs and Excise
kadek.saka@kemenkeu.go.id

.G.A.AA. TIASTARY

Head of Section Multilateral Cooperation |
Directorate General of Customs & Excise
i.qusti.002@customs.go.id

M.M. ARKAN

Finance/Customs Attache

Embassy of the Republic Indonesia in Brussels, Belgium
mufti@embassyofindonesia.eu

IRELAND / IRELANDE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

M. NEWMAN
Customs Attaché
Revenue Commissioners, Irish Tax and Customs

mark.newman@dfa.ie
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ISRAEL

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

D. DRAGUCKI

Sr. Director Valuation
Israel Tax Authority
Danielda2@taxes.gov.il

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

A.GRIMBERG

Head of Customs Profitional Unit Haifa Customs
Israel Tax Authority
ALBERTGR@TAXES.GOV.IL

ITALY / ITALIE / ITALIA

Delegate/Délégqué/Delegado

L. PIPERATA

Senior Customs Officer

Excises, Customs & Monopoly Agency
Lucia.piperata@adm.gov.it

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

M.S. SALVATORE

Customs Officer

Agenzia Delle Dogane E Dei Monopoli
mariastella.salvatore@adm.gov.it

JAPAN/JAPON/JAPON (EL)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

K. TADOKORO

Deputy Director

Ministry of Finance
Kazuhiro.tadokoro@mof.qgo.jp

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

C. BABA

Section Chief

Ministry of Finance
Chihiro.baba@mof.go.jp

B/18.
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K. OTSUKA

Staff

Ministry of Finance
kohei.otsuka@mof.go.ip

A. BUNDO

Senior Valuation Specialist

Japan Customs
Tyo-gyomu-hyoka-center@customs.go.jp

Y. YANAI

First Secretary

Customs Attachée

Embassy of Japan in Belgium
Yuri.yanai@mofa.go.jp

Mr. Y. TOI

Valuation Specialist

Japan Customs
gk20wrkp441158@yahoo.co.jp

S. WAKAMATSU
Valuation Specialist
Customs
oasis0216@gmail.com

K. UMEZAWA

Valuation Specialist

Customs
k.umezawa24.htai@gmail.com

KENYA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A. CHILOBE

Manager Valuation Hq
Kenya Revenue Authority
andaje.chilobe@kra.go.ke

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

K. KABUI

Assistant Manager, Valuation S/R
Kenya Revenue Authority
kennedy.kabui@kra.go.ke

B. KIOGORA

Assistant Manager, Valuation lcdn
Kenya Revenue Authority
ben.kigora@kra.go.ke

B/19.
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J. ONCHIRI

Assistant Manager, Valuation Ncs
Kenya Revenue Authority
jacob.onchiri@kra.go.ke

J. OKECH

Supervisor, Biu

Kenya Revenue Authority
jeremiah.oketch@kra.go.ke

I.NJERU

Manager Valuation HQ
Kenya Revenue Authority
immaculate.njeru@kra.go.ke

KOREA / COREE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

M. CHOO
Assistant Director
Korea Customs
Cmj12@korea.kr

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

CHANG SEON NA
Assistant Director
Korea Customs
ncs5042@korea.kr

1.JO

Interpreter

Korea Customs Service
njl105@korea.kr

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU LAOS

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

B. VIPHASOUK

Deputy Director of the Division
Customs Department
viphasouklaeviphasouk@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

B/20.

V. SISAVAT

Technical Officer

Customs department
Vixaphone.sisavat@gmail.com
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LATVIA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

M. KANNELE

Head of Customs Value Unit

National Customs Board,

State Revenue Service of the Republic of Latvia
marta.kannele@vid.gov.lv

LITHUANIA / LITHUANIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

V. GUOBYTE

Head of Customs Valuation Division
Customs Department
Virginija.guobyte@Irmuitine.lt

Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

J. MIKSIENE

Senior Adviser of the Customs Valuation Division
Customs Department

Ministry of Finance
Jovita.miksiene@Irmuitine.lt

MADAGASCAR

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

T. NOMENJANAHARY ANDRE

Chef du Service de la Valeur et de I'Origine
Direction Générale des Douanes
ttojisoa@yahoo.fr

MALAYSIA / MALAYSIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

A. ABU KASIM

Counsellor (customs)

Embassy og Malaysia
aslina.abukasim(@customs.gov.my
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Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

J. EJAN NGAU

First Secretary (customs)

Embassy of Malaysia in Belgium and Luxembourg
Juanita.ejan@customs.gov.my

A. Y. BIN KHIRI

Second Secretary (customs)
Embassy
yasir.khiri@customs.gov.my

MALI

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A. SACKO

Chef Division Valeur Origine Tarif
Direction Générale des Douanes
sackolamadou@yahoo.fr

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

O. KEITA TRAORE
Opérations Commerciales
Douane du Mali
oumou52@hotmail.com

MALTA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

E. S. CUTAJAR
Valuation Officer
Customs Department
etienne.cutajar@gov.mt

MAURITIUS/ MAURICE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

N. BHUGWANT

Section Head

Revenue Authority
Nundiswar.Bhugwant@mra.mu

B/22.
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Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

S. KUMAR PUDARUTH
Team Leader

Revenue Authority
Shyam.pudaruth@mra.mu

F. H. FANGOOA

Team Leader

Revenue Authority
Hemraj.fangooa@mra.mu

MEXICO/MEXIQUE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. G. QUIROZ FLORES

Deputy Director for International Affairs
National Customs Agency of Mexico
guillermo.quiroz@anam.gob.mx

MOLDOVA / MOLDAVIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

E. GIRA

Chief Inspector

Customs Service
Ecaterina.gira@customs.gov.md

MONGOLIA / MONGOLIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

P. ULZIIBAT

Customs Officer

Mongolia Customs General Administration
punsaS57@yahoo.com

MOROCCO / MAROC

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

L. KEMMOU

Chef de Service

Service du Contrdle et de la Valeur
Administration des Douanes et Impéts Indirects
latifa.kemmou@gmail.com
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Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

M. LAMZOURI

Chef de Bureau

Administration des Douanes et Impéts Indirects
mounalz@gmail.com

I. ELMSELMI

Inspecteur des Douanes

Administration des Douanes et Impéts Indirects
i.elmselmi@douane.gov.ma

S. JABOUR

Chef de Bureau

Administration des Douanes et Impéts Indirects
jpsoumaya@gmail.com

L. M. EL IDRISSI EL MRHARI

Chef de Bureau

Administration des Doguanes et Impéts Indirects
idrissi.lallamery@gmail.com

MOZAMBIQUE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

H.S. CHANGULE

Head of Customs Valuation Division
Mozambique Revenue Authority
suarte999@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

I.F. XLHATE

Customs Officer

Mozambique Revenue Authority
xlhateilidio@gmail.com

NAMIBIA / NAMIBIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

B/24.

Mr. P. SITEKETA

Customs & Excise Officer
Namibia Revenue Agency
Paulus.siteketa@mof.gov.na
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Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

S. GURIRAB

Controller Customs Valuation and Classification
Namibia Revenue Agency
stanley.gurirab@mof.gov.na

J. GAWANAS

Senior Manager Technical Service and Excise Management
Namibia Revenue Agency
jacqueline.gawanas@namra.org.na

NETHERLANDS / PAYS BAS

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

J.J. BIRKHOFF

Senior Advisor

Customs Breda

National Valuation Team
ii.birkhoff@douane.nl

NEPAL

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

P.B. KHADKA

Director, Customs Valuation and Review Section
Department of Customs

pbafter50@gmail.com

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

P. KOIRALA

Section Officer, Customs Valuation and Review Section
Department of Customs
pratistha.koiralal@gmail.com

NICARAGUA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A. l. CARMONA ARTEAGA

Jefe del departamento de Arancel y Valor
Direccion General de Servicios Aduaneiros
acarmona@adaga.gob.ni
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NIGERIA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

I. A. ALFA

Customs Attaché

Nigeria Customs Service
alfazazi@gmail.com

NORTH MACEDONIA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

L. LEKOSKA

Head of Department of Customs Tariff, Value and Origin
Customs Administration
lidija.lekoska@customs.gov.mk

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

Mr. Z. VETEROVSKI

Assistant Director General

Customs Administration
Zlatko.veterovski@customs.gov.mk

F. KOSTADINOVSKA

Advisor for Value and Origin

Customs Administration
frosina.kostadinovska@customs.gov.mk

|. NELKOVSKA

Chief of Value and Origin Unit
Customs Administration
irina.nelkovska@customs.gov.mk

0. BAJO

Head of Customs System Sector
Customs Administration
ofelija.bajo@customs.gov.mk

NORWAY / NORVEGE / NORUEGA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

J. LILLELAND
Senior Advisor
Norwegian Customs

isli@toll.no

B/26.
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Alternate/Suppléante/Suplente

Mrs. S. CLEMENTZ-ANTONSEN
Senior Adviser

Norwegian Customs
stine.clementz-antonsen@toll.no

PANAMA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

D. GONZALEZ

Head of the Valuation Department
National Customs Authority
delyeris.gonzalez@ana.gob.pa

PARAGUAY

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

Mrs. M. M. CABALLERO LEGUIZAMON

Jefe de la Division Comprobacion Diferida de Valor
Direccion Nacional de Aduanas
mcaballero@aduana.gov.py

PERU / PEROU

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

R. CUBA

Customs Specialist
Sunat
rcuba@sunat.gob.pe

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

K. CONTRERAS
Supervisor

Sunat
kcontreras@sunat.gob.pe

PORTUGAL

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Mr. F. CORREIA

Customs Expert

Senior Officer

Tax and Customs Authority
Filipe.rocha.correia@at.gov.pt
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION/RUSSIE (FEDERATION DE)RUSIA (FEDERACION DE)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A. ARTEMIEV

Deputy Chief of the Customs Administration Division Department
Finance Ministry

Shirokov.ofc@mail.ru

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

V. PARFENOV

Head of Unit

Federal Customs Service of Russia
parfenovvv@ca.customs.ru

SAINT LUCIA / SAINTE LUCIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

G. PROMESSE

Manager/Supervisor of Customs Post Clearance Unit
Department of Finance

Customs & Excise Department
grantleycustoms(@gmail.com

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

E. CHARLERY

Customs Valuation Officer

Saint Lucia Customs and Excise Department
edmundcharlery@gmail.com

C. ROBERT

Examination Officer

Saint Lucia Customs and Excise Department
crobert@customs.gov.lc

D. SAMMIE

Customs Valuation Officer

Saint Lucia Customs and Excise Department
samster@gmail.com

B/28.

155 171



Annex B to Doc. VT1316Ea
(VT/54/May 2022)

SAUDI ARABIA / ARABIE SAOUDITE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Z. ALMUJAYBIL

Audit Supervisor

Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
zalmujaybil@zatca.gov.sa

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

I. ALHUMAIDAN

Permanent Representative of Saudi Arabia to Wco - Customs Attaché
the Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority (zatca)
ialhumaidan@zatca.gov.sa

[.LALORINY

Manager of the World Customs Organization Dept.
Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
i.aloriny@zatca.gov.sa

D. ALENEZI

Advisor,

Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
dkhayel@zatca.gov.sa

A.ALMEHMADI

Specialist

Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
ahmehmadi@zatca.gov.sa

M. ALSHAMRANI

Audit Supervisor

Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
mtalshamrani.c(@zatca.gov.sa

O. ALSABBALI

Audit Supervisor

Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority
oaalsabbali.c@zatca.gov.sa

SINGAPORE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Y. KANAYA

Senior Trade Officer

Customs

yash kanaya@customs.gov.sg
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Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Y-K. B. LIM

Assistant Head

Customs
benson_lim@customs.gov.sg

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

K. KORENOVA

Customs Officer

Financial Directorate
Katarina.korenova@financnasprava.sk

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

L. JORDAN
General Financial Office Customs Department
lillana.jordan@gov.si

SOUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE DU SUD/SURAFRICA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

N. BUCKLEY

Valuation Functional Specialist
South African Revenue Services
nbuckley@sars.gov.za

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B. COETZEE

Researcher Valuation

South African Revenue Service
bcoetzee@sars.gov.za

B. SITHOLE

Functional Specialist: Customs Valuations
South African Revenue Service
bsithole@sars.gov.za

B/30.
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SPAIN/ESPAGNE/ESPANA

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

G. BELTRAN RODRIGUEZ

Adviser Foreign and Trade Unit
Customs & Excise department
Guillermo.beltran@correo.aeat.es

SWEDEN / SUEDE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

V. BERNTSSON

Technical Officer

Swedish Board of Customs
viktoria.berntsson@tullverket.se

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

C. STUCK

Expert de Douane — Tarif douanier

Office Fédéral de la Douane et de la Sécurité des Frontiéres Ofdf
cedric.stuck@bazg.admin.ch

THAILAND/THAILANDE/TAILANDIA

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

P. KITPANICH

Director of Customs Valuation Section li
Thai Customs Department
joy100351@gmail.com

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

N. WATCHAROTHAYANGKOON
Customs Technical Officer

Chief of Customs Valuation Unit 1.2
Thai Customs Department
106820@customs.go.th

T. CHANTARASAP

Customs Technical Officer
Thai Customs Department
108600@customs.go.th
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TOGO

J. JANPLENG

Customs Technical Officer
Thai Customs Department
108490(@customs.go.th

R. KONGNUMUT
Customs Technical Officer
Thai Customs Department
rachasit_ko@customs.go.th

C. PIANPATTARASAKUL
Customs Technical Officer
Thai Customs Department
107553@customs.go.th

T. TEERAPONGBHUBATE
Customs Technical Officer

Thai Customs Department

108958@customs.go.th

S. POOPADNA

Customs Technical Officer
Thai Customs Department
109257@customs.go.th

P. BUAKHAO

Customs Technical Officer
Thai Customs Department
109327 (@customs.go.th

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

E. ATCHOLADI

Chef Division Tarif, Valeurs, et Regle d’Origine Au Cddi

Commissariat des Douanes et des Droits Indirects A I'Office Togolais des
Recettes
eatcholadi@otr.tg

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

H. BANIZA
Assistant Exécutif du Commissaire des Douanes et Droits Indirects

Commissaire des Douanes et Droits Indirects de I’ Office Togolais des Recettes
hbaniza@otr.tg

K. AYEDJI

Attaché Douanier du Togo
Office Togolais des Recettes (OTR)
Douanes Togolaises
kayedji@otr.tg
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K. AYASSOU

Chef Division des Relations Internationales et de la Facilitation Au Cddi

Commissariat des Douanes et des Droits Indirects (c.d.d.l) de I'Office Togolais des
Recettes(0.T.R)

kayassou@otr.tg

TUNISIA/TUNISIE

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

H. NEFZI

Chef de Service Direction Valeur
Customs
Osmane113@yahoo.fr

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

A. LAFFET

Direction Tarif

Direction Générale des Douanes
Laffet arbi@yahoo.fr

Mr. L. ARFAQUI

Directeur Tarif

Direction Générale des Douanes
Arfaoui.lofti@yahoo.fr

TURKEY / TURQUIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

E. ERTURK

Customs Counsellor
Embassy
e.erturk@ticaret.gov.tr

Alternates/Suppléantes/Suplentes

I.E. AVCI

Trade Expert
Ministry of Trade
Lavci@ticaret.gov.tr

Y. E. KAVAK

Assistant Trade Expert

Tarkiye Republic Trade Ministry
y.kavak@ticaret.gov.tr
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UKRAINE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

I. DANKOV

Customs Counsellor
Mission of Ukraine to the EU
1gor.p.dankov(@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

G. KHABLO

Chief State Inspector of Customs Valuation Division
State Customs Service
g.khablo@customs.gov.ua

UNION OF MYANMAR

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Wai HNIN YU

Assistant Director

Myanmar Customs Department
hninyuwai2650@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

Aung SINN THU THU

Customs Inspector

Myanmar Customs Department
sinnthuthuaung@gmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI / REINO UNIDO

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

N. MOONEY

Senior Policy Advisor

Hm Revenue & Customs
Nigel.mooney@hmrc.gov.uk

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

J. TURTON

First Secretary, Customs
UK Mission to the EU
joss.turton@fcdo.gov.uk

B/34.
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H. RANA

Senior Customs International Policy and WCO Engagement Lead
Hm Revenue and Customs

hema.rana@hmrc.gov.uk

UNITED STATES/ETATS-UNIS/ESTADOS UNIDOS

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

E. EROGLU

Attorney

US Customs and Border Protection
Elif.eroglu@cbp.dhs.gov

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

Mr. R. CUNNINGHAM
Attorney-Advisor

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Ross.m.cunningham@cbp.dhs.gov

C. CLARK

Director, Commercial and Trade Facilitation
U.S. Customs and Border Protection

craiqg.t.clark@cbp.dhs.gov

J. CONNORS

Deputy Attache

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
john.connors@cbp.dhs.gov

URUGUAY

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

G. MANES

Divisién Andlisis de Riesgo
Direccion Nacional de Aduanas
gmanes@aduanas.qub.uy

VIETNAM

Delegate/Déléquée/Delegada

T.H. PHAM

Customs Officer

General Department of Viet Nam Customs
huyenpt2@customs.gov.vn
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OBSERVER ADMINISTRATIONS
OBSERVATEURS DES ADMINISTRATIONS
OBSERVADORES DE LOS ADMINISTRACIONES

ALGERIA / ALGERIE

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Y. TALEM

Inspecteur Divisionnaire
Direction Générale des Douanes
talemyamina@yahoo.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

B. BENSAHRAOUI

Contréleur general

Direction Générale des Douanes
bachir.bensahraoui65@gmail.com

AZERBAIJAN

Delegate/Déléguée/Delegada

S. ABDULLAYEV

Senior Inspector of the Division for Customs Valuation

General Customs Department for Customs Tariffs Regulation and Payments
saleh.abdullayev@customs.gov.az

BELARUS

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

P. PAVLIOUKEVITCH
Customs Attaché

State Customs Committee
p462745@gmail.com

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE HERZEGOVINE

Delegate/délégué

B/36.

Mr. O. ALAGIC

Head of Department for Simplified Customs Procedures and Aeo
Indirect Taxes Authority

Ognjen.alagic@uino.gov.ba
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IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF/REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE)

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

A. AMIRKHANI

Customs Expert

Iran Customs Administration
a_amirkhani@irica.org

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

M. ATEFI

Représentant Permanent de la République Islamique d'lran
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (irica)
m.atefi1394@gmail.com

IRAQ / IRAK

Delegate/Déléqué/Delegado

Ifad Youssef Abdul-Khaleq
Value determination department
Iragi Customs
erre271@gmail.com

PALESTINE

Delegate/Déléguée/Delegada

J. ABUGHAUSH

Director of Customs Valuation

Ministry of Finance

General Directorate of Customs, Excise and VAT
mousajehadj@gmail.com

Alternate/Suppléant/Suplente

. ALSAMHAN

Director of Collection

Ministry of Finance - General Directorate of Customs and Excises, Vat
ifhamhani@yahoo.com
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SERBIA/SERBIE

Delegate/Déléguée/Delegada

S. ZIVANOVIC

Senior Advisor

Ministry of Finance
snezana.zivanovic@mfin.gov.rs

Alternates/Suppléants/Suplentes

B/38.

Z. POPOVIC
Head of Customs Value of Goods Section
Customs Administration of Serbia

popovicze@carina.rs

G. VIDANOVIC

Conseiller

Administration des Douanes
vidanovicg(@carina.rs
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OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVADORES

ICC — INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P. VANDER SCHUEREN

Partner

Mayer Brown
Pvanderschueren@mayerbrown.com

F. DIAO-GUEYE
Global Policy Team
Florence.diao-gueye@iccwbo.org

M. COSNITA

Senior Manager

British American Tobacco
marius_cosnita@bat.com

W. METHENITIS

Consultant

Ernst & Young Llp (EY)
William.methenitis@ey.com

M. NEVILLE

Principal

International Trade Counsellors
mkneville@itctradelaw.com

J.M. SALVA

Senior Partner

DS Avocats
salva@dsavocats.com

P. SUMNER

Partner

Price Waterhouse Coopers (PwC)
Asean Customs and Trade
Paul.sumner@pwc.com

J.PITT

Vice President

Global head of Customs
Adidas Group
John.pitt@adidas-group.com

W. VANHOEYMISSEN
Indirect Tax Manager

Procter & Gamble
Vanhoeymissen.w@pg.com
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OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVADORES

B/40.

A. PANCRATE

Group Head of Customs Affairs
L'Oréal
Analisa.pancrate@loreal.com

Mr. P. MUNIZ
Partner

Van Bael & Bellis
pmuniz@vbb.com

Mr. A. FENDLER
Associate Lawyer

DS Avocats
fendler@dsavocats.com

A. AUERBACH

Senior Tax Advisor

Global Relations and Development Division
OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration
Andrew.AUERBACH@oecd.org

T. BALCO

Senior Adviser

BEPS Capacity Building Team

Global Relations Division

OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration
Tomas.BALCO@oecd.org

WTO — WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION / OMC — ORGANISATION

MONDIALE DU COMMERCE

J. NICOL
Counsellor
Jesse.nicol@wto.org
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| OBSERVERS /| OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVADORES |

| SECRETARIAT

TARIFF AND TRADE AFFAIRS DIRECTORATE/
DIRECTION DES QUESTIONS TARIFAIRES ET COMMERCIALES/
DIRECCION DE ARANCELES Y DE ASUNTOS COMERCIALES

Director
K. KAIOPOULOS

Deputy Director

G. GROOBY

VALUATION SUB-DIRECTORATE/
SOUS-DIRECTION DE LA VALEUR/
SUBDIRECCION DEL VALOR

Senior Technical Officer

L. BABAJEE

Technical Officer

J.LUO

Technical Attaché

J. OUEDRAOGO

Professional Associate

L.E. COSMOS

INTERPRETERS/INTERPRETES/INTERPRETES

Louise DIXON

Brigitte MASINGUE
Lara RIVARD

Antonio GARZON JOLI
Pablo NARBONA
Carmen PRIETO
Aissam BEN CHAIRA
Ashraf IBRAHIM
Mourad RAMDANI
Nuno BON DA SOUSA
Melina REVUELTA
Inés SATURNINO

B/41.
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REPORT BY THE WTO
TO THE 54TH SESSION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

21 MARCH TO 5 MAY 2022
(BLENDED FORMAT)

The WTO last reported to the TCCV at its 53 Session in October 2021. Following the TCCV
meeting, the Committee on Customs Valuation (Committee) held its autumn formal meeting
on 25 October 2021. The next formal meeting of the Committee will be convened on 17 May
2022.

Notifications

The Committee reviews four types of notifications, which include: Members' laws and
regulations; Members' responses to a checklist of issues related to their legislation;
Members' date of implementation of the Decision on Interest Charges; and whether
Members adopt the practice referred to in paragraph 2 of the Decision on the Valuation of
Carrier Media. The status of notifications regarding Members' customs legislation is
systematically compiled in a report, the most recent version being document
G/VAL/W/232/Rev.14.

At the October 2021 meeting of the Committee, the Chairperson of the Committee (Mr
Buddhi Prasad UPADHYAYA of Nepal) remarked on the continued encouraging trend in
notification activity over the course of recent meetings of the Committee. He noted that,
since the previous formal meeting in May 2021, notifications on customs legislation had
been submitted by the following four Members: Benin, El Salvador, Iceland, and Viet Nam;
and that responses to the checklist of issues regarding their customs legislation had been
notified by the following three Members: El Salvador, the Gambia, and Guatemala. Since the
fall meeting in 2020, there has been an increase of over 40% of the agenda items (from 24
to 34) concerning the national customs legislation of Members that remained under review
pending exchanges of questions and responses before the Committee.

As always, we wish to acknowledge the positive contribution of Members of the TCCV in
encouraging the submission of legislation and responses to the checklist of issues. The
Committee continues to appreciate this assistance in encouraging the submission of these
notifications as well as the responses to questions raised by Members before the Committee
in relation to notified legislation.

Technical assistance and training

The WTO Secretariat remains available to provide support for technical assistance and
training on customs valuation matters to WTO Members. In 2021, modules on customs
valuation were offered at three Regional Trade Policy Courses — to Arab and Middle Eastern
Members in January 2021; to English-Speaking African Members and Observers in June
2021; and to Latin American Members in September 2021.
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Written statements regarding situation in Ukraine

European Union

The European Union and its Member States condemn in the strongest possible terms the
unprovoked and unjustified military aggression by the Russian Federation and the involvement of
Belarus against-Ukraine in this aggression. This unacceptable action undermines international
security and stability. It is also a gross violation of the vision and values of the World Customs
Organisation (WCO) and the European Union and its Member States wish to express their full
solidarity with Ukraine and the Ukrainian people at this particularly serious time.

This condemnation is echoed and shared in many international organisations, most notably by the
General Assembly of the United Nations, and it is important that the WCO also expresses its
unequivocal rejection of violations of international law.

We therefore consider that all available options should be identified and pursued to limit and
restrict the participation of the Russian Federation and Belarus in the work of the WCO until
conditions are restored to ensure the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine.

Japan

Japan would also like to express our full solidarity with Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, and
echoes and support the statements made by the European Union, the United States, the
United Kingdom, and Canada. We condemn in the strongest terms Russian Federation’s acts
of aggression.
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Annex E to Doc. VT1316Ea

(VT/54/May 2021)

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE/CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES

UNDERTAKEN BY MEMBERS

Japan

Japan has conducted technical assistance / capacity building activities online to enhance
the knowledge of Customs Valuation / Post-Clearance Audit (PCA) and to support the
implementation of the WTO Valuation Agreement.

The details of the technical assistance / capacity building activities, which Japan has
carried out since the last session and is planning to implement by 29 April 2022, are listed

below.
Period of dispatch Course Recipient Country Number of
Experts
November 9, 2021 ~ November Valuation Indonesia 6
11, 2021 *1
March 11 and 18, 2022 *1 PCA Myanmar 4
. . . . " To be
April 11, 2022 ~ April 14,2022 *1 | Valuation Cote d'lvoire .
Determined
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, To be
April 25, 2022 ~ April 29, 2022 *2 Valuation Samoa, Timor-Leste, .
Determined
Tonga and Vanuatu
*1 Scheme: Japan Customs
*2 Scheme: JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency)/WCO
E.
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