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Guerrilla Sea Denial

CSBA

« High-density of air defense
missile systems

+ Unstable consensus

Objective i to hold at sk PLA amphibious ships andj/or close-in blockade ships for as
long as possible with focus on denial—not control—of Taiwan’s western approaches

* Strategy MEMS industries
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3. Traditional weapon
used only

4. A2/AD

(Anti-Access / Area Denial)
is a military term. In short,
once an emergency occurs,
one of the parties quickly
delimits the area in the
incident area to prevent
armed interference by third
parties.

ATS: AIR-TO-SURFACE MISSILE

AIR
SUPERIORITY
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CONTROL
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INFORMATION
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ELIHOOD: LOW
DURATION: LONG
|STRENGTH: SEVERE

|SPECTRUM: THEATRE CONVENTIONAL WAR

| CHINA BLOCKADE CAPABILITY: HIGH
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Introducing and Abstract
* paper review,
« research method (my analysis model), and tactical prospect.

The four cases and indicative findings about losses,

costs, and other effects are as follows: Defniters

« Bricf, severe:
« Long, severe:
« Brief, mild:

- Long, mild:

War with China, RAND, 2016

Preventative Properties Survey, CFR, 2012-2020

The US and China are trying to avoid the
war.

Three levels to find a strategic equilibrium
point.

- prepare for the war

- explore the strategic bottom line P

- expand military-strategic advantages
The term "tactical squeeze” is used here,

defined as the process of squeezing in tactical
space to the opponent when seeking a

strategic equilibrium point.

Impact:

Gorge.

Part |. The PLA's capability and limits in military to engage war in SCS.
* logistics
* air stripe

» command & control, tactical usage.

sub-conclusion.
* A2AD: an offensive strategy

« fragile militarized islands

Part Il. The scenarios/hotspots in conflicts in SCS.
Analysis model
« Strength
* Impact
« Likelihood

* Duration

Scenarios

« Bashi Channel (Pratas Island included)

* Sulu Sea

+ Spratly Islands — Paracel Islands :capability to blockade SCS
+ Scarborough Shoal (Non-typical conflict)

Strength

Central Theatre

PLA
Central Miltary Counci

China

e ChinaPLA The US Indo-Pacific

EasternTheatre  cvicwies

US Navy Southern = Easthern
] Southern Easihe™ 74 et | rd flot
- o
carer | 1 I 4
ploy
destroyer 12 12
- frigate,
US Indo-Pacific Command |  DDG & &
ot i submarine 7 19
° Neniog
Deployed |
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Statistic study ongoing
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BBL Q&A 1

How have the views in Taiwan on cross-strait relations been affected due to COVID-19?
What signals and messages have been sent from the recent China’s National People’s

Congress? Are there any significant changes of China’s policy on Taiwan?
FHRRCOVID-19 » ¥ MFRENEZNAIRETE ?» RENTEEEARKRASH

ETMEERANER ? PEHSEBREERERE(LE?
opening

Thank you for organizing the panel and the question. I am glad that we can discuss the dilemma
which Taiwan faces.

Two phrases in the frame of cross-strait

I think, COVID-19 doesn't play a key role in the cross-strait, but the US does. The US is now the
most affected country by COVID-19. And we all know that, in the cross-strait, three main actors
in the game are China, Taiwan, and the US.

So, I think this question could be understood as a frame with the two phrases. The inner-phrase is
about the interaction between China and Taiwan, and the outer is mainly about the US under the
COVID-19.

inner-phrase: the interaction between China and Taiwan
dialog indirectly

After 2016, the winning election of the Tsai Ing-wen administration, CCP ended up the official
dialog among the cross-strait. Instead, CCP turned into a non-official political dialog with KMT,
which is a pro- China party in Taiwan.

And, CCP is used to publish its messages by using media and political speeches. So it is essential
for the Taiwan government to find out the signals and "GUESS" the intention which CCP wants
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to talk about. CCP as well judges Taiwan's intention by some other events, e.g., the result of the
presidential election and the recall of the Mayer with pro-China attitude.

China's National People Congress reports from 2013 to 2019

So, when looking at the keywords in China's National People Congress speeches since 2013, we
can find the trajectory that CCP wants to talk about. since 2013-2016: peacefully develop in the
cross strait

since 2017-2019: peacefully promote to the cross- strait reunification together
2020: promoting the cross-strait reunification
Three messages from CCP this year

The congress report no longer mentioned about "one country, two systems," and not mention
about the "92 consensus". It uses fewer words to address the policy to Taiwan. That sends three
messages to Taiwan.

« 92 consensus is the basis of dialog between two governments. CCP regards the 92
consensus as a concessional indistinct-strategy to Taiwan. However, neither DPP even nor
KMT doesn't acknowledge the 92 consensus now, CCP doesn't need to mention it again.

« Due to the difficult situation in economy and diplomacy, CCP kind of thinks about stopping
the raising of the hostility spiral.(deterioration)

« But also, China tends to be unilateral in the cross-strait affair. That gives a reason/excuse
for CCP to consider the option of reunifying by using the military.

outer-phrase: the US under the COVID-19

When talking about the US far-eastern policy, I think we are mainly talking about the US's Island
Chain Strategy.

« The Pacific Rebalancing Strategy by Barack Obama, Indo-Pacific Strategy by Donald
Trump, are all included in the Island Chain Strategy.

« So the problem we need to face is, how it will be to the Far-Eastern Policy by the US under
various inner-problems? The COVID 19, the protests, after the US presidential election,
not only Taiwan but also the whole world are waiting for the answer.

» National emotion of anti-China
Conclusion

To be concluded, although Taiwan is regarded as a bandwagon to the US, it also adopts the policy
to hedge in the cross-strait affairs. China seems to cool down this issue and turn into economy
affairs, but it will have stronger messages in military and politics in these years.
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BBL Q&A 2

How might the increasing US-China tensions affect the situation in the South China

Sea? Do you see a greater level of risk or is it business as normal in the region?
PEZE AT ERNEZRUN O ERBNER ? ERAZMENREKEESERELE

HIEE?

Opening

When talking about the situation in the South China Sea, most people would forget that the whole
South China Sea also belongs to Taiwan, ROC.

China, PRC, claims that it inherits the legitimacy of ROC and the sovereignty of the dash-line.
Ok, Taiwan as well claims the same thing.

Four Scenarios

Back to this question, I would say, it depends. In my opinion, the launching of war is the result of
a series of evaluations. Rationally speaking, when the interests gained from participating in the
war will not exceed the losses, this warfare will not happen.

So we need to see the interests and the loses of launching war by the both side. There are four
main actors within the conflictual spiral in the South China Sea - China, the US, Taiwan, and
Vietnam. | mentioned about Taiwan and Vietnam are two actors in the South China Sea because
these two countries have stronger hostile consciousness and modernized military, and are also
worried about being forced to engage in proxy warfare.

Military [Globalfirepower.com]| and GDP [IMF(besides EU)] Ranking among the claimants
of the South China Sea.

+ Taiwan (modernized military)
- Air force(14)
- Naval force(22)
- GDP(20)
 Vietnam (modernized military)
- Air force(35)

- Naval force(35)
- GDP@#43)

 Indonesia
- Air force(28)

- Naval force(10)
- GDP(16)
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« Philippine
- Air force(52)
- Naval(25)
- GDP(36)

« Malaysia
- Air force(53)
- Naval(39)
- GDP(32)

For both China and the US, the confrontation in the South China Sea means the two strategies
impact - Anti-Access / Area Denial, aka A2AD by China, and the Indo-Pacific Strategy by the
US. In the last question, I talked about the Indo-Pacific Strategy, which is under the structure of
the Island Chain Strategy. But in precise, the Indo-Pacific Strategy extends and connects to the
Indian Ocean via the South China Sea. In the meantime, China adopts offensive measures and
tries to cover the whole South China Sea within the A2AD frame. I say "try" because China is
still developing the capability in the South China Sea. For example, the construction and the
militarization of the Scarborough Shoal is one of the leading indexes.

In my study, there could be four scenarios in the South China Sea, which are Bashi Channel,
Scarborough Shoal, Sulu Sea, and the conflict with Vietnam. Because of the time limits, I would
briefly talk about one of these.

Scenarios in the South China Sea: Bashi Channel

Effect: Within this area, China has 14 harbors of the world's top 50, with over 2 billions cargos
per year, and 65% of oil shipping to China nearby this channel.

Strength :For the US, Bashi Channel is within the power range of the Guam and Okinawa Naval
Base. Fighters, bombers are all able to engage in this area with the using of aerial gas stations;
Taiwan will be involved in this warfare; For China side, two PLA theaters have the capability to
engage in the war. Including

Duration: Short. Both China and the US are not willing to launch war here. That effects too much
and is too highly risky making it bigger. If there is any unexpected conflict, the best option is
turning into diplomacy dialog.

Possibility: Low, but this is a good option for the US to launch a small size warfare.
Code Of Conduct in the South China Sea after COVID-19 outbreaking

I mentioned that COVID-19 doesn't play a key role in the cross-strait, but the US does.
Furthermore, China and Taiwan are two typical countries to deal with COVID-19, and the US
struggles within this two types.

« China is the happening origin state of COVID-19, and it controls and eases down the
outbreak by using high-pressure measures.
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« Taiwan is the country with highly performance in blocking COVID-19 out of the boarder -
especially the cases from China, and the measures are mainly performed by public self-
restriction.

+ The US seemed to be like Taiwan type but failed, and then is suffering from the following
problems. Compared with previous attitudes, many of Trump's policies and emotional
criticisms stem from his hatred toward China.

In this era during COVID-19, I concerned about either how China and the US will act, and how
much resources they can use to conflict with each other.

I would like to quote an article published by IISS. Which is, "Will COVID-19 change the
geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific?”

sharpen the geopolitics

This is not the end of geopolitics as we know it, but a

sharpening of its edge.

https://www.notion.so/BBL-Q-A-
d7d50fcaddba41f9bb2cf673170e12c1#2dc6a23296a645ee8c358e5768b7f188

Lynn Kuoh mentioned about there would be a trend that " A great role for middle powers to
maintain the balance of power."

We would think of Code of Conduct when talking about the power balance in the South China
Sea, but there's a big gap to achieve it.

Carl Thayer, an emeritus professor at the University of New South Wales in Australia, mentioned
four reasons that COC is hard to implement. I think the biggest problem are "the undefined
geographic scope of the South China Sea" and "the undefined legal status of the COC." If these
two problems cannot be solved, COC will face the challenge from the US even more.
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Preparing for the Uncertainties:
An Analysis to Military Capability and Limits
in The South China Sea

Author: Yao-den Kuo

Abstract

China’s "forward defense" strategy is to use the "Long-Distance Training over Water" in
the air and sea areas around Taiwan to extend the People's Liberation Army’s (PLA)
force. The force reaches the east part of Taiwan and creates a strategic security space
within the first island chain to counter the Indo-Pacific strategy of the US. On the
contrary, the US Navy uses the Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) to conduct
military voyages on the high seas over the South China Sea and the Taiwan Strait. The
opposite point between these two countries is located at the Taiwan Strait and the South
China Sea. Taiwan does not play the third role beside the US and China games but at
the center. The political power, economic power, and military power of the Taiwan
authorities cannot be compared with the US and China. This research will try to find out
the mechanism of reducing the risk in regional conflict by observing the military

interaction within the US, China, and Taiwan.

Introduction

The US military tried to build a two-sea strategic safety net system that extends from the
Western Pacific to the Indian Ocean. This area covers the Miyako Strait in Northeast Asia, the
Taiwan Strait, the Bus Strait, the South China Sea, and the Strait of Malacca in Southeast Asia.

Douglas MacArthur proposed the West Pacific Island Chain strategic structure in the 1950s,
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which evolved into the Asian rebalancing proposed by Obama in 2011 and the Indo-Pacific
strategy proposed by Trump in 2017. Even if the target actors are different, the island chain's
strategic framework has the same positioning in the Cold War era and the post-Cold War era—
maintaining US regional security and interests in the Western Pacific.The island chain strategy
structures two phrases in the Western Pacific security issue: One is the deployment of the Indian
Pacific Command’s armaments in the Western Pacific, including the Seventh Fleet, the Third
Fleet, the overseas garrisons and military bases on Guam, Yokosuka, Okinawa, Incheon, and the
reopening Subic Bay Naval Base. The other is to implement arms sales, military and intelligence
cooperation with the First Island Chain countries. Including Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
Vietnam, and Australia are within the Indo-Pacific strategic accompanies to support operation or
even in the accompanying combat system.

China is actively building naval, air, and missile forces compared with the reorganization
of the global deployment of the United States. PLA has begun the militarization of the South
China Sea islands and reefs since 2012 and has constructed the "Anti Access, Area Denial"
strategic force to cope with the United States regional Naval advantage in the Asia-Pacific.

The A2AD strategy has created a strategic depth for China in the South China Sea, among
which Woody Island, Mischief Reef, Fiery Reef, and Subi Reef located at the forefront of the
South China Sea geopolitical strategy. In addition to using these artificial islands to declare the
Sea right and territorial claims, China also uses the militarized islands as a fulcrum for Seapower.
Of course, these militarized islands/reefs indeed enlarged China’s volume of claiming Sea right
and Sea power to the South China Sea, but the maintenance of these islands and reefs is also
costly. It has also raised doubts internationally about regional conflicts and energy/economic
security.

The first half of this article is based on a military tactical perspective by reading and
analyzing public information. In this part, the author will address the viewpoint and explore the
capabilities of militarized islands in the South China Sea, to understand how highly the garrisons
on these islands rely on domestic supply. The second half of the research focused on the scenarios
and hotspots that are likely to happen in armed conflict in the South China Sea. It borrowed the
analysis models of the two masterpieces "War with China" by RAND and "Preventive Priorities

Survey" by Council on Foreign Relations, and applied them to the South China Sea scenarios.
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This article focuses on two key considerations. The first is capability, which mainly helps
us understand the capabilities and limitations of the PLA deployed in the South China Sea. In
particular, China's militarized islands in the South China Sea; we will discuss whether the runway
and radar control can meet the strategic needs at the tactical level. The second key thinking point
is the militant tendency. The launching of war is the result of a series of evaluations. When the
interests gained from participating in the war will not exceed the losses, this warfare will not

happen.
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