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Austronesian Language
Forum to be held on Sunday

S

The first ever international
language forum to be held in
Palau on Sunday, September
29, 2019, is entitled 2019 GCTF
INTERNATIONAL  AUSTRO-

NESIAN LANGUAGE REVI-

TALIZATION FORUM with the

theme of “IMPLEMENTATION

AND PROSPECT OF AUSTRO-
NESIAN LANGUAGES".

The conference will be
an all-day affair in which well
known academics and experts
in languages from universities,
institutions, and governments in
the Pacific and Asian region will
address the history, languages,

and origin of the Austronesian

peoples including Taiwan, Palau,

TTM holds compost making and

On September 24th, 2019,

=~ ~and Annlira-

and other Pacific Islands. The fo-
rum is sponsored by the Council
of Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan
hosted by Palau. ¢

The forum will open with
welcoming remarks and reg-
istration and to be divided into
Session | covering two topics
plus discussion on another topic
and followed by Session Il in the
afternoon. The topics for Ses- -
sion | will be on THE ORIGIN
AND SPREAD OF THE AUS-
TRONESIAN SPEAKING PEO-
PLES-3000 BC to AD 1500.
The speaker of the session will
be Peter Bellwood, professor of
Archaeology, Australian Nati
University. He will be follo

Benjamin  Tsai,
horticulture ~ spe-

17

by Paul Jen Kue Li, Academi-
cian of Taiwan Academia Sinica
who will speak on LANGUAGE
CONTACT AND LANGUAGE
SHIFT IN TAIWAN. The modera-
tor of the session will be Moses
Uludong, Publisher of TIA BE-
LAU and former Director of the
Council of Pacific Islands Tradi-
tional Leaders. 3
Sessior |l will begin with the
subject of THE GENETIC dIS-
TORY OF PACIFIC ISLAND-
ERS: :
EVIDENCE FROM AN-
CIENT DNA with speaker

f Mathew Spriggs, professor of

See Austronesian on page 7
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Independence Day events
galore at JPF Bridge

With blue skies and flags
unfurled along the length of
the Japan-Palau Friendship
Bridge, a crowd estimated
easily over 2,500 people
from both sides of the bridge,
witnessed a full day of activi-

ties, highlighted by the main .
event with the annual Inde-

pendence Day boat race.

Several events were held
throughout the day starting
with swimming and canoe
race in the morning. Guest
from off-islands joined in the
celebration with dances and
songs. Performance from a
singing group from Indone-
sia and indigenous dancers
from Taiwan entertained the
crowd at the main stage in
Koror Side.

Also a band from the US
Marine also entertained the

~crowd to their delight.

For the first time, a water

parade was held which was

lead by patrol boat, Ewa-
tel, with Miss Independence
Jaydee Itab Ngirdimau and
other pageant coatestants.

WO R Ao

The patrol boat was followed
by the rarely seen traditional
war canoe in action. Airai's
war canoe Kesebekuu with
24 warriors led a flotilla of
other various traditional ca-
noes.

Palau’s traditional canoe,
kaeb, and Sonsorol's tradi- -
tional canoes were also on
display. The large canoes
are the Alinganomaisu and
Okeanos Palau also took
part in the flotilla.

- Also two US B-52 Bomb-
ers did a flyover at the JPF
Bridge as part of the event
celebrating the 25th Anni-

~versary of Palau’s Indepen-

dence.

In the afternoon, several
categories of speed boats
gripped the spectators all af-
ternoon.

The main event now
shifts to a big celebration at
the National Capitol in Nger-
ulmud, Melekeok on October
i with various performances
and fireworks to end the in-
dependence festivities.
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https://www.facebook.com/apc.gov.tw/videos/529491541196200/
https://youtu.be/evaZaHGSGVE
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https://youtu.be/mh1VzKtCTDk
https://youtu.be/iMkvjkvERXE
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https://youtu.be/ZhXpGLTpzUg
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https://youtu.be/ZhXpGLTpzUg

