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Dear Guest, We apologize for disturbing you during your stay. We are writing you
this message because we would like to ask you if it was you to call the hotel by phone
today at noon (12:00pm). Our staff received a call from a person called “Hung Shih Yu”
asking to confirm his reservation for tomorrow but he said he was currently not staying
at the hotel. Because we would like to clarify this issue, please come to the front desk.

We sincerely apologize for the bother. Thank you for your cooperation. —Front Desk
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How natural history museums promote climate actions with traditional culture:
Examples from National Taiwan Museum

B R SE e A UG BB SRIRA T © DB E B YR KD

Hung, Shih-yu Director, National Taiwan Museum

Fang, Hui-shih Research assistant, Education Department, National Taiwan Museum
Lin, Jia-wei  Research assistant, Education Department, National Taiwan Museum

Liu, Hsin-yi ~ Former Chief, Education Department, National Taiwan Museum

National Taiwan Museum is the oldest museum in Taiwan, established in 1908 as
the Taiwan General Office’s Museum under the Japanese Colonial Government. After
WWII Chinese Nationalist Government took over Taiwan and hence the name of the
Museum changed. Fortunately, the Museum still serves the same purpose as a natural
history museum. In 2015, the Museum had the honor to implement ICOM NATHIST
2015 annual conference, in which “Taipei Declaration on Conservation” was drafted,
amended and published, marking the collective efforts of the international community
in biodiversity conservation. The Museum is also making efforts in innovative
environmental education soon after the promulgation of Taiwan’s Environmental
Education Act in 2010, winning the Merit Award of National Environmental Education
Award in 2015. The Museum follows tightly with the trends and advancements in the
international museum community.

The challenges natural history museums face can be mutual. While the
development of modern science has precipitated large-scaled studies, the traditional
natural history realm seemed to be shrinking. However, with the recent heated discussion
on Anthropocene and sustainable development, the natural historical epistemology has
once again been highlighted. In recent years, the international community, under such
influence, has shown various major changes in research, collection, exhibition and
outreach. These changes occurred in the way of interpreting nature and in challenging
for a more bottom-up approach in all aspects.

In 2009, Rockstrom and his colleagues identified nine environmental processes
that regulate the stability the Earth system, and proposed the concept of “planetary
boundaries” as a safe operating space for humanity. The authors, mainly earth scientists,
said that we are the first generation with the knowledge of how human activities have

affected the Earth System, and therefore we should take the responsibility to change our
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relationship with the planet. Now “planetary boundaries” is in its 10-year challenge. In
the past decade many critiqued or tried to redefine the planetary boundaries. One of the
examples, the 2009 parameters were considered implicit for the notion of social science
and lack effective political drive. With the discussion on sustainable development has
continued, in 2016 Scoones proposed four aspects for the transformations to
sustainability, including technology, market, state and citizen.

In other words, there is a call for civil engagement and reflective modernity in the
institution, and a call to enhance the interdisciplinary and even transdisciplinary
crosstalk. Therefore, it is crucial that natural history museum works to connect different
realms and break the boundaries.

In this paper, we will elaborate our approach by introducing two examples from
the Museum, the “Tour Service of Museums in Multiple National Languages
Implementation Project” and “Sustainable New Year’s Table Project”.

Same as many peers in the natural history museum community, National Taiwan
Museum dedicates to natural studies; however, probably different from many peers, the
Museum has been challenged on postcolonialism and modernity because of the
country’s complicated history. The colonization in Taiwan did not only occurred in
between the World Wars, but throughout Taiwan’s written history as we call it “co-
colonization”.

Different ethnicities dominate one another, at the same time with dominant
narrative suppressing the indigenous knowledge that is crucial for building up
environmental resilience. Taking Taiwan’s 2009 Typhoon Morakot disaster for example,
according to one of our invited Paiwan tribe speakers in our urban naturalist lecture, the
tribal people used to search for the post-hazard relocation sites by following the
“routes”’(Paiwan language: Kjipakingin ta Talan) named by their ancestors. Especially,
the Paiwan names usually embody the geographical features and the tendency to
disasters. The above practice plays a pivotal role in connecting their relocation history,
language, culture and hazard rebuilding. These connections can hardly be probed with
modern technology given limited time. Unfortunately, when the typhoon struck Paiwan
tribes, the Han Chinese government chose to take over the relocation planning. The
decontextualized plan consequently led to the ill adaptation of the tribal elders after
relocation. Eventually the tribal people demanded participation in organizing new
relocation site. The coordination meetings were conducted in Paiwan language in order

to take account of the elder’s oral history. The importance of native language for
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indigenous tribes speaks for itself.

The Ministry of Culture of Taiwan strives to revive indigenous cultures by
promoting “Tour Service of Museums in Multiple National Languages Implementation
Project”. So far, the Museum has implemented two indigenous languages in the
multimedia materials in the permanent exhibition “Discovering Taiwan”, including
Paiwan and Atayal language, along with hand gesture language and other Han Chinese
languages. However, the Museum encountered various challenges in the Project. For
instance, most indigenous languages concern nomadic herding or hunting and thus are
untranslatable for terms of 3C devices or modern techniques. In addition, when it comes
to describing natural environment, indigenous languages tend to be more
anthropocentric and within the ecosystem because of their hunting practices, while
Chinese language tends to describe environment more objectively and therefore is more
sophisticated. This reminds us that we need to be aware of the issue of language
subjectivity and the connection between the script and indigenous population’s life and
culture. The content provided by the Museum has to be provocative for indigenous
population in order to evoke their colorful memory about the environment and the land.

The second case, “Sustainable New Year’s Table Project”, on the other hand,
demonstrates how the Museum promotes an innovative environmental education project
under the dominating Han Chinese culture in Taiwan.

Lunar New Year’s reunion dinner has always been the most anticipated meal of
the year for most Taiwanese people, featuring a wide variety of seafood. This is because
the Chinese word for fish, “Y10”, also means sufficiency, and that fish can refer to all
kinds of seafood that abound in Taiwan. Advanced fishing technology has made our
daily meals possible as plentiful as the New Year's feast, while many scientific reports
have pointed out the devastating decline in offshore fishery resources. Influenced by
Japanese culture, Taiwanese people are fond of sashimi during the New Years’ reunion
dinner and even daily meals. While many Taiwanese would fly to Japan and enjoy
sashimi, little do they know that almost one third of the tuna sashimi in Japanese sushi
restaurants comes from Taiwanese fishing boats, many of which are producing ITUU
(illegal, unreported and unregulated) seafood. A major scandal of an Indonesian fish
worker abused to death reveals Taiwan’s problematic far-sea fishing boats. The loss of
awareness of ocean biodiversity and seafood industrial chain could do harm to our New
Year culture and even social justice.

“Sustainable New Year’s Table Project” aims to enhance the public’s food literacy,
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especially concerning New Year’s culture. The Museum has been cooperating with
fishery scientists to promoted Taiwan’s Seafood Selection Guide. It shares the same
concept with many other seafood guided in the world, but it has to take account of
endemic scientific research and local fishery management. One of the good examples is
the flathead grey mullet that used to be abundant in Taiwan. It is also one of the main
driving forces for the Han Chinese to migrate to Taiwan during Ming and Qing Dynasty,
just as Newfoundland cod used to attract North American and European migrants. The
old Taiwanese idiom, “Mullet of winter solstice resembles pork knuckles”, describes the
fatty savory mullet in season. In Japanese Period, the preparation method for mullet roe
was introduced to Taiwan, making mullet roe an expensive New Year present. With all
body parts usable, the flathead grey mullet brings fishermen considerable profits.
However, due to international competition and the problem of overfishing, the mullet
catch has plummeted. The problem of climate change has also altered mullet’s breeding
behavior, shifting the spawning site to further north, and consequently reduced the
hatching rate of the spawn and the survival rate of the juveniles. Fortunately, mullet
farming is now available and provides steady production. As a result, in Taiwan’s
Seafood Selection Guide, cultured mullet is preferred over wild caught mullet.

Wild caught seafood does not always mean un-ecofriendly. One major goal for the
Project is to replace the seafood from un-ecofriendly fishing methods with the more eco-
friendly options. The trick is to learn the fish diversity in different seasons of your region.
In this year’s event, the Museum invited the elementary school students from a fishing
village to lecture school kids in Taipei how to eat bonny fish that is in season. The
activity combines two parts including introducing the ocean biodiversity and ecology of
the local region and promoting slow food movement. Another highlight is that the kids
from the fishing village are significantly more sensitive to fish ecology. What they did
was spreading their local knowledge to the urban area, and helping citizens to build up
environmental awareness.

Both cases from the Museum show how different knowledge systems can
contribute to Museum’s conservation work and climate actions, and that these

innovative approaches were inspired by traditional and local cultures.
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Modern Architecture and City Museums: National Taiwan Museum System

Fang, Hui-shih Research assistant, Education Department, National Taiwan Museum
Lin, Yi-hung Assistant Researcher, Exhibition Planning Department, National Taiwan
Museum

Ladies and gentlemen, it’s a pleasure and privilege to meet you and share with you an
exciting progress of the Museum, the “National Taiwan Museum System Plan”.

National Taiwan Museum is the oldest existing museum in Taiwan, located in
downtown Taipei, right at the center of the old walled city. It was founded in 1908,
during the Japanese colonial period, as a natural history museum. In 1915, the Museum
was relocated to the current main building, which was also the memorial hall for the 4™
Governor-General Kodama Gentaro and the Civil Administrator Goto Shinpei. The
architecture was built in British neoclassical style as the landmark in Taipei with the
colonizing notion of the imperial authority that brings modernization.

Speaking of Taipei, the capital city of Taiwan, where the Museum sits, it’s is only
less than 3 hours’ flight from where you are sitting now. There are at least two things in
Taipei best known amongst international visitors, the post-modern skyscraper Taipei 101
and the very reliable, clean, and efficient MRT system. However, if we are doing a 300
years’ challenge for downtown Taipei, you’ll be surprised to find that it was a flooding
area, with only a few plains indigenous dwellings.

The urbanization of Taipei started from the middle of 18th century, during the Qing
rule, from the southwest Han Chinese settlement, Manga, which was named after the
indigenous word for canoe because the locals used to travel on the small canals. The
Second Opium War opened up several ports in China and Taiwan in 1860, bringing up
the trade capital, Dadaocheng, the second major settlement in Taipei. And the third
settlement, the Walled City, was finally established in late 19th century in between the
previous two settlements, as the Qing government started to implement Taipei with
westernization plans. It’s also where the Museum was situated.

The Walled City is the core region where Taipei was transformed from a flooding
rice paddy to a modern city. The Qing government designed the walled city in 1884
based on the concept of traditional Chinese fengshui. In 1895 when Japan won the Sino-
Japanese war and acquired Taiwan as its first colony, the colonial government chose the

Walled City as the Japanese residence area and refurbished it in the Urban Planning
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Project in 1900, including removing the city walls, building roads, parks and establishing
various sectors, turning this traditional Han Chinese fort city into a modern city. All these
establishments, historic buildings have become the spatial and temporal coordinates for
us to learn about the urban development. 48 monuments and historic buildings, including
our Museum, concentrate in the 2.4 square kilometers area of the Walled City, marking
the highest density in Taiwan.

However, just as Germany has gone through the Night Bombing during WWII,
Taiwan as part of the Axis Power, also encountered the Taihoku Air Raid in 1945 and
suffered thousands of casualties. Shown as the picture, many buildings were destroyed,
even including the Presidential (Governor-General’s) Office. After WWII, the surviving
historic buildings were challenged with the problem of maintenance, utilization and the
redistribution of government-owned properties. All the Japanese properties were taken
over by the Chinese Nationalist government and could be sold away or turned into the
property of the Chinese Nationalist Party. Several monuments fell down and out; for
example, the first department store with one of the first elevators in Taiwan, Kikumoto
Department Store, is now covered with glass curtain, holding clearance sale’s events
now and then.

Miraculously our Museum survived the WWII bombing and wasn’t sold or
covered, and yet the problem it faces is another level. Under the rule of the Japanese
Empire and Chinese Nationalist government, the Museum doesn’t only mean for natural
history exhibitions but also the venue for all kinds of political, commercial or art
exhibitions that failed to find space in Taipei. This disarray lasted until 1980°s when the
Taipei World Trade Center and larger science museums were built. On the other hand, it
was challenged with its colonial past and its ambiguous position.

In the meantime, the cultural heritage preservation movement in Taiwan was
influenced by the global Vernacular movement( 4] 1 % ;) since the 60’s, and
consequently led to the enforcement of historic monument preservation law in 1982. In
the beginning, many of these protected monuments were Han Chinese traditional
architectures. In the 90’s, more and more modern architectures from late 19™ century
and early 20" century were also designated as historic sites, including our Museum
designated in June, 1998. After being recognized as national historic site, the Museum
sought to extend its space and seek to turn away from the colonial image. On the verge
of the 21 century, the Museum strived for a new image that presents the cultural

subjectivity of Taiwan.
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We therefore initiated the “National Taiwan Museum System Plan” in 2004 in
cooperation with several public and private sectors, renovating and repurposing four
major historic sites within the Walled City region. These four historic sites, including
the Museum main building, the former Land Bank Headquarter, Taipei Nanmen Factory
and the Railway Ministry historic sites, used to serve different purpose during the
Japanese period, each themed with different aspects in the development of Taipei City.
The Plan aims at a novel integration and interpretation that connect the building
enclosures, landscape, transportation and tourism, and that emphasize modernity in the
postcolonial and post-authoritarian period. More importantly, all these historic buildings
used to be exclusive for the central government, but now have been brought close to
average citizens and made available for the public.

In addition, the four different sites have served as different types of heritage
renovation and utilization in Taiwan.

First, the Main Building, built in British neoclassical, is part of the museum-park
complex in the park of the Walled City. The Museum owns the property and has
collaborated with the Taipei City Government in the makeover of the park landscape
since 2007. The permanent exhibitions have been undergoing a renewal to emphasize
on the local natural history and culture.

Second, the former Land Bank Headquarter, nowadays the Paleontology Branch
of the Museum, was completed in 1933 in Japanese period as the Kanyo Bank
responsible for real estate loan. It was built in Historicism style with the most
representative Art-Deco decorations in Taiwan. The property is owned by the public-
owned Land Bank. In 2007, the Museum cooperated with the Bank for the building’s
renovation project. We take advantage of the elevated space and organized a prehistoric
permanent exhibition, again to highlight the natural history of Taiwan.

The third one, Nanmen Factory, actually sits outside the Walled City, and is now
our Nanmen Branch. The whole complex was constructed in 1899 as a massive camphor
and opium factory for the monopoly business that feeds the colonial government. With
petroleum industry replacing camphor industry, the major plants inside the complex got
shut down and transformed into the office buildings for other sectors. Only one eighth
of the original site remains, and was transferred to our Museum for the renovation
project. The project was started in 2007 and the Branch was opened in 2013. Now we
showcase Taiwan’s industrial history and conduct environmental education projects in

this Branch.
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The last one is the former Railway Ministry Administration Office, now our
Beimen Branch. The history of the site dates back to 1885 in Qing era, when it was
established as the first modern factory in Taiwan, the Taipei Machinery Bureau. In 1901,
the administration headquarter for the Railway Ministry was established on the same
site. In 1920, the new building for the Headquarter was completed in half-timbered
structure and British Queen Anne’s style. The renovation started from 2006 to 2016, and
we are now working on the interior exhibitions to introduce Taiwan’s railway history
and the modernization of Taiwan. It will soon be opened in April, 2020.

The four sites form a cultural axis that penetrates the Walled City, connecting the
heritages from the north to the south. Looking back, all four buildings give strong notion
of colonial power. Instead of demolishing these colonial remains, the Museum preserves
and revitalizes them to keep the tracks of Taiwan’s complicated history and to call for
reflection. In the process, old wood materials and tiles are collected in a “materials bank™.
Our Museum has reused many of the recycled materials from the materials bank as
display cases for short-term exhibitions and for cultural creative product, like the lamp
here, to extend the preservation of cultural assets.

In terms of the software, the “Blast to the Past” English Walking Tour of Old Taipei
organized by the Museum becomes a way to interpret the city. Conducted in a foreign
language, the tour enables a reflexive interpretation of the cultural heritages and the
history of the city, and turns the Walled City into an atypical roofless museum that
incorporates the historic buildings as the fifth category of museum collection.

The theme for our walking tour isn’t a pure introduction to Taiwan’s modern
history, but a highlight on the concept of cultural heritage preservation, bringing critical
thinking on the development of Taiwanese society. With volunteer docents coming from
different nationalities, the walking tour also allows various ways to compare with the
counterparts from other parts of the world, for example, the demolished colonial
headquarter in Seoul.

Our tour program keeps running and recruiting new members. And next year in
spring, we are celebrating the grand opening of our forth branch, Beimen Branch. If you
or your students are to visit Taiwan, we welcome you with open doors, open arms and

open hearts. Thank you for your attention.
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