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Tocca anche Gravina in Puglia "La Vooe Singolare
di Taiwan®, uriniziativa del Ministero della Cultura
di Taiwan inserita nel calendario di Matera2019,
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Taiwan’: report,
video e foto
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National Museum of Prehistory

The foundation and construction of the National Museum of Prehistory arose on the occasion of the
rescue and excavation of the Peinan Site. In July 1980, the construction of the present South Line
Railway Station (formerly called “Peinan East Line Railway Station”) and its switchyard revealed
captivating prehistoric remains on the Peinan Site. A plethora of slate coffins and exquisite artifacts
entombed with the dead were unearthed one after another. The initial excavation covers an area
over 10,000m’ (1 hectare or 2.47 acres), with over 1,500 burials and tens of thousands of pottery
and stone artifacts excavated, making it the largest archaeological site in Taiwan history. Moreover,
this site also harbors the largest slate coffin burial complex across the Pan-Pacific and South-East

Asia regions.

14

AR N AMF Ry e 2/ —IH



National Museum of Prehistory

National Museum of Prehistory started its trial run and was officially opened on August 17, 2002. It
has provided a foundation that leads to the preservation and study of Taiwanese prehistoric culture.
The mission of museum is to educate the public about the complexity and diversity of Taiwan's
natural ecology, prehistory and its indigenous cultures through research, preservation, exhibition
and recreation, in the hope of encouraging people to appreciate and respect Taiwan's natural
environment and cultural diversity.

Preservation, Promotion and Revitalization of Indigenous Cultures
in Taiwan

Succumbing to colonization and urbanization, indigenous communities have been losing their
intangible cultural heritage and beliefs long observed by their ancestors. With the joint effort of
various indigenous communities, the National Museum of Prehistory has embarked on programs of
collection, exhibition, publication and education, a mammoth undertaking to preserve, promote and
revitalize these tangible and intangible cultural heritages hanging by a thread. The museum boasts
a total collection of nearly 20,000 ethnological specimens.

Formosan Indigenous People

Taiwan, also known as llha Formosa (“beautiful island” in Portuguese), is
a multi-ethnic society with a great diversity of cultural heritages,
languages and religious practices. Before Han-Chinese immigrated from
mainland China during the 17th Century, Taiwan was mainly inhabited by
different indigenous peoples since 15,000 years ago. Today, the
indigenous peoples number around 530,000 to 800,000 (accounting for
about 2.3%-3.5% of Taiwan’'s total population), and their languages
belong to Austronesian language family — the widest spread language
family worldwide. Taiwan is the origin of this language family, and it is
considered as the homeland of the Austronesian languages. The
dispersion of the Austronesian population into previously uninhabited
Pacific islands started around 6,000 years ago. Therefore, all indigenous
languages in Taiwan stand for the most time-honored heritage of the
Austronesian language family passed down by oral traditions.

There are sixteen aboriginal groups recognized by the Taiwan

government, namely, Amis, Atayal, Paiwan, Bunun, Tsou, Rukai, Puyuma, ;:i:i':f' 11::3;
Saisiyat, Yami, Thao, Kavalan, Truku, Sakizaya, Seedig, Saaroa and 3.Sediq 41.Truku
Kanakanavu. For the past two decades, National Museum of Prehistory 4.Thao 12.Sakizaya
has been working closely with various indigenous groups and :?:::“ :::::’i:'a"
communities and encouraged them to engage in cultural revival, 7.Kanakanavu  15.Puyuma
sustaining heritages not only of tangible culture, but also of intangible 8.Hla'alua 16.Yami
culture such as languages, music, arts and craftsmanship.
R
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Workshop of Making Bunun Bow Harp: An Indigenous Musical Instrument from
Taiwan

Time: July 26th , 2019, Friday, 16:30 - 18:30 Venue: Le Monacelle, Matera
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Formosan Indigenous Musical Instruments

This history of the indigenous people is passed on from generation to generation through the form
of singing. Indigenous ancestors sang to converse with Mother Earth and danced to entertain each
other. Their music instruments are made of natural materials, such as bamboo and wood. These
instruments are not only played in traditional festivals and rituals, but also are practically valuable
when it comes to, among other things, driving birds away, conveying messages, and courting
lovers. The bow harp, jew’s harp, five-string zither, pestles, xylophone, nose-flute, wooden slit drum

and bells, etc., not only reflect the diverse indigenous cultural characteristics, but also tell their
stories and history.

Latuk (bow harp) : Bow harp, originated from hunting bow, stands out as one of the signature

instruments of the Bununs. Bow harp is played either by plucking the chord with fingers or by
striking it with a rod.

An instruction on the making and playing of
Bunun bow harp :

The Bunun instruments consist of both idiophone and chordophone,
including bow harp, jaw harp, wooden pestle, wooden mortar, five-
stringed banjo, shaker and rattle. Of all these musical instruments, the
most distinctive one is the bow harp, which is distributed throughout
Asia, Africa and Oceania. A Bunun bow harp can be used to perform all
intervals starting from the 4th overtone, including pentatonic scale
patterns.

Make your own Bunun bow harp!

Roll the tied ramie strings on leg. Due to The outcome will be the most important
the friction, ramie strings will combine part on the musical bow, the bow string.
mutually through the rolling process.

% It isn’t necessary that participants must to sit on the floor
when making musical bow.
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There are two holes on the ends of the Align the bow string to the center of the

bamboo. Thread the bow:string through other end of bamboo, and thread the
one of the holes. The knot on the bow bow string through the other hole of the
string will help fix the string on the bamboo. Finally, tied the string by winding

bamboo. around the bamboo.

Bunun bow harp
is completed!
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An Instruction on Weaving with Hands-on Experience / Crafting of Drink
Coasters with Shell Ginger Leaves

Time: ]uly 27th , 2019, Samrday, 16:30 - 18:30 Venue: Le Monacelle, Matera
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An instruction on the workshop of
introducing Bunun’s weaving craft:

This activity, on the one hand, is meant to introduce the evolvement of
Bunun attires, their weaving materials, pattern colors, weaving tools
and their functions and weaving procedures, and, on the other, by
crafting drink coasters with shell ginger leaves, to offer a hands-on
experience with the indispensable materials for weaving cloths and

containers used in earlier indigenous life, providing contrasts between
their past and present lifestyles.

Things to know before making the coaster:

Define the front and back side of shell ginger leaves

Front side of shell ginger leaves Back side of shell ginger leaves

The shell ginger leaves tends to be crusty when lacking moisture,
remember to spray some water during the process.
Make the end of leaves arrow — shape will make the process easier.

Make your own drink coaster!

Align shell ginger leaves in longitudinal
direction.

Align shell ginger leaves in transversal
direction, and make them interlocked
mutually.

18



Remember to change the order when Add shell ginger leaves as you want, but
starting a new row. the number of leaves in column and
row must be the same.

Turn the interlocked leaves to the back, Repeat step 05 on the adjacent side, the
fold the unsettled leaves and align to the purpose is to fix the leaf that was folded
side that is perpendicular to the leaves. in step 05.

Make the rest of leaves interlocked, please After fastening all the leaves, a double —
refer to step 02. face coaster is completed.
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Workshop of Taiwan Indigenous Singing: Pasibutbut (Eight-part Polyphonic Choral

Singing)
Group— Kanating Polyphonic Choir of Ancient Bunun Tunes

Time: July 28th , 2019, Sunday, 16:30 - 18:30 Venue: Casa Cava, Matera

Of all the Bunun vocal performances, the most renowned repertoire is the semi-
improvised polyphonic singing — Pasibutbut, which comes as one of the most
studied subjects among musicologists in the world. While singing, all singers
attentively listen to each other in order to achieve the most harmonious subtlety, a
state that can only be obtained via singing with the stability of a mountain
penetrating the sky. This singing style is also considered as the most unique one
within the world music landscape that attracts steadfast attentions from Western

avant-garde composers.

in 1943, Takatomo Kurosawa (1895 - 1987) was on a field trip investigating
aboriginal music in Taitung, where he gave ear in deferential awe to the Pasibutbut
performed by Bunun singers from Kanating village, Haitutuan. In 1953, he published
a paper in the International Council for Traditional Music (ICTM) and proposed his
theory on the generation of musical scales, which attracted riveted attention from the

international musicological community.

In 2015, walking in the steps of Takatomo Kurosawa, Canadian musician Matthew
Carl Lien (1965 - ) invited 16 KPCABT members from Kanating village to record
Pasibutbut anew with 16 tailor-made microphones for the task, hammering out a
performing space with 16 speakers installed along a 16-meter circumference,
enabling individual voice of each singer to be recorded and presented in unison
without mutual interference. This musical sculpture named "Consonance" takes the
form of a three-dimensional space to convey human voice and enhance its original
performing capacity, allowing the audience to appreciate and interact with the
magnificent polyphonic sound effects of the music. This has given Pasibutbut a
brand new look and further popularized the bella voce tradition of the song.

Marco Stroppa, an Italian composer and professor for composition at the State
University of Music and Performing Arts Stuttgart, composed two works Come
Naturally di Foglia for 8 voices and electronics and Cantilena Fora for 16-part choir
(with 36 or 48 singers) based on the structure of pasibutbut.
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How to perform Pasibutbut?

* The Bununs try to simulate the sound from the nature by singing
Pasibutbut. Pasibutubt can be classified into 4 scales:

U sound
* AE sound
*0 sound
*A sound

The song after Pasibutbut - Malastapang

After performing Pasibutbut, Bunun females will demonstrate another
traditional song, Malastapang.

According to the tradition, the
bunun females will wait for the
end of Pasibutbut around the male
performers. Then they will start
singing Malastapang.

5’;5{ It's your tum!

2117 Singitout!
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Workshop of Taiwan Indigenous Traditional Dance and Music

Time: _Iuly 29th , 2019, Monday, 16:30 - 18:30 Venue: Le Monacelle, Matera

The culture of indigenous dance is a pattern of physical and behavioral actions that
people have gradually formulated in their life of manual labor, which is closely integrated
with the development of material life and spiritual civilization. Dancing culture also
reflects concepts of a settlement and society like social organizations, beliefs and rites of
passage, etc. This workshop will teach participants through forms of song and dance such
as "leaping and marching steps," nursery rhymes and recitation.

KaUIUbingkani (the song for finger — guessing game)

Follow the music, and play finger —
guessing game for 4 time, and wave back from rightt

jump from left to right, an
from right to left.
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Doing the ending posture. This picture is Males will be asked for pretending to

for females’ ending postO 3 sharp knife at the end.

Things to know before Saulatav :

* Left handed must to be with left handed, vice versa.

* In order to prevent from falling, participants should jump at the same
pace.

* There won’t be any table in this workshop. Participants will be asked
for making circle.

SaUIataV (the song for hooking one’s legs game)

Hook each other’s leg by placing feet on Participants must put their hands on each
others calves. other’s shoulders before
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SaUIataV (the song for hooking one’s legs game)

Clap hands and start turning around. The first person that fall will lost the game.
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