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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

China’ s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is one of the most ambitious foreign policies
inmodern history. The initiative aims to strengthen Beijing s global economic role through
vast investments of infrastructure development mainly across the Eurasian landmass. This
1S a strategic initiative launched by the Chinese government and backed by substantial
financial as well as political firepower, which enables China to pursue its goal of becoming
aglobal maritime power withmilitary objectives. However, China' s BRI may sound impressive,
but in practical, there have been many bumps along the road.

Even China’ s BRI is a far-reaching project; its intent is more close to the Central
Kingdom. Through BRI projects, China has restored its national pride and considers itself
could be able to compete with other major regional actors for influence and to secure its
security interests in East Asia. And in East Asia, the BRI is contemplated by 1ts neighbours
as Beijing s attempt to gain political leverage over its disputed territories and further
to resolve the results in China’ s favour.

The BRI has potentially strengthened China’ s national confidence on gaining its
historical sphere of influence in East Asia by push out external powers. China s united
front of economic power and military aggression in East Asia has raised a state of anxiety
among 1ts neighbours with several challenges as follows.

® China’ s aggressive behaviour in the region has been encouraging regional arms
race dramatically, particular in maritime domain.

® To secure its critical sea line of communication of the maritime Silk Road,
China is actively militarizing in the South China Sea.

® Based upon its nationalistic objective, China is coercively setting a new norm
of security perimeter in the East China Sea including Taiwan islands.

® With two great powers interests in East Asia, the collisions between China
and the US could be inevitable.

L] As China’ s influence is heading to the greater Indo-Pacific with its economic
and military coercive fronts, a collective and strategic collaboration is
reshaping in cross-region.

L] While China is modernizing its maritime power and enforcing its deterrence
capabilities, its nuclear strategy has been gradually evolving.

In the face of these increasing challenges with consequential effects on the
regional security, the study accordingly provides the following recommendations in order
to minimize the BRI’ s impact on regional stability.

® The BRI projects need to be engaged by other global powers to ensure China
satisfies with its ‘win-win’ condition to every participant.

L] Abiding with liberal orders, China' s aggression against the disputed
territories must be firmly offset without ambiguity.

L] Developing a ‘complete and seamless’ maritime cooperation is a crucial task
to effectively secure regional stability.

L] To prevent from security misjudgments, it is necessary to build mutual trust
and greater confidence among the regional stakeholders.

F228H #2388



0 - AR R

\l/
Y
\@/
\ 7
\%;

ROYAL UNITED SERVICES INSTITUTE
FOR DEFENCE AND SECURITY STUDIES

Founded 1831
Incorporated by Royal Charter 1860

VISITING FELLOWSHIP

This is to certify that

Colonel Shian-kuen Wann
Republic of China Army

Has served as a Visiting Fellow at the
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies
from 1 October 2017 to 17 August 2018
and has contributed with distinction to the work of the Institute

17 August 2018 Director-General

#2385 . #2388



