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The Netherlands 



Animal husbandry  
in the Netherlands 

3.9 million cattle 

900,000 veal calves  

12 million pigs 

500,000 horses 

1.5 million sheep and goats 

100 million poultry 

Souce: Landbouwtelling uit GIAB 2009 

Copyright: Alterra (WUR) 

Density of animal farms 

 
(number of farms per 10 km2) 



The Dutch 
Agri & Food sector 

Souce: UN Comtrade Database 2015  

• 10% of GDP  

• 10% of labour force 

• €42 billion added value 

• 2nd exporter of agri products   

worldwide 

• Exports to more than 170 countries 

• The Netherlands produces 5x more      

than EU average 

 



The Netherlands 
agricultural trade in 2016 

€85  

billion 



Total export of animals and animal products 
worldwide: €24 billion in 2014 



The Dutch livestock sector 

 



Dutch  
dairy sector 

• 18.100 dairy farms (2.8% of EU) 

• 1.5 million dairy and calf cows (6.5% of EU) 

• Average milk production/farm 636,000 kg 

• Total milk production: 11.9 billion kg milk  

   (7.8% of EU) 

• 51 dairy plants, 21 companies 

• Contribution to economy: €6 billion (1.2%) 

• Major player in international market: 

• EU market share milk production: 7.8% 

• Global market share: 1.9% 

 



Dutch  
pig sector 

• 100 million people consume Dutch meat daily   

• 15.3 million pigs slaughtered yearly 

• Pork export: €2.4 billion 

• Pork export outside EU: €500 million 

• 13.000 people work in the Dutch meat     

   processing industry 



Dutch beef  
and veal sector 

• Beef and veal export: €2.5 billion 

• 1.5 million veal calves slaughtered yearly 

• 570.000 cattle slaugthered yearly 

• Export to more than 60 countries  

   worldwide 

 



Dutch  
poultry sector 

• 576 broiler farms (4% of EU) 

• 47 million broilers 

• 580 million slaughterings yearly 

• Poultry meat production: 986,000 tons 

• 20 large poultry slaugtherhouses 

• 30 large meat cutting premises  

• Export per year: 

• Volume: 1.5 million tons 

• Value: €2 billion 

• Destination: 75% to EU member states,  

    25% to countries outside the EU 

 



Dutch  
egg sector 

• 1,060 laying hen farms  

• 34.8 million laying hens 

• 10.5 billion eggs per year 

• 78 egg packing centers 



Animal  
byproducts 

• Input Animal byproducts (in 1000kg/year) 

• Ruminant:  52,000 

• Pigs:  356,000 

• Poultry:   333,000 

• Mix:   284,000 

• Total Input byproduction:  1,025,000 

• Output produced product 

• Animal fats:  169,000 

• Animal proteins:  264,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bovine  
Genetics 

• 5 EU certified bovine semen collection centra 

• 3.2 million bovine artificial insemination  

   in the Netherlands per year 

• 3.2 million doses of semen exported  

• Export to 80 countries 

 



Porcine  
Genetics 

• 25,000 breeding pigs held on 55 farms 

• Producing replacement gilts for Dutch market 

• 4.7 million porcine artificial insemination  

   in the Netherlands per year 

• Export of genetic process and knowledge 

 



Healthy Animals | Safe Food | Reliable Government 

Organisation 
 



International Trade Policy and Health Standards 





Ministry of Economic Affairs 



CVO’s independent position 



 
Main tasks CVO 

• Top Veterinary Policy Advisor  
  to the Minister for Agriculture  
  on animal health 

• Animal disease crisis 

management 

• OIE Delegate 

• Chief Veterinary Trade            

representative 

 

 



Animal Health Policy in the Netherlands 

• Adopting policy goals from EU Directives 

• For animal health, if necessary, additional national legislation is made 

• Based on 3 pillars:   

•  Prevention  

•  Monitoring 

•  Control 
 

• Adopting measures in consultation with private sector 

• Crisis Preparedness and training: 

• 24/7 availability of crisis structure 

• Goal crisis management: eradicate disease safeguarding products 



Healthy Animals | Safe Food | Reliable Government 

Expertise  

and education 

 

 

 

 



Veterinarians in  
the Netherlands  

• Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine in Utrecht 

• 70% in general practice 

• 360 vets work at the NVWA 

• All farmers have a 1 to 1  

relation with their private  

veterinarian 

 

 



Agricultural Education  
in the Netherlands 

• High level of training 

• Education of farmers  
  & supporting services  
  in agriculture 

• Wageningen UR world 

renowned 

  

 

 



Expertise & research: 
National Reference Labs  

• Feed and Food Safety 
Laboratory 
Public, part of NVWA 

• RIKILT  
  Public, Agency of ministery of Health, 

Welfare and Sports 

• Wageningen Bioveterinary       
Research (WBVR) 
Private, official government related 
veterinary institute  

• RIVM 
Private official government related 

institute 

• (GD Animal Health) 
Private official veterinary laboratory 

• (Private Expertise labs) 

 



 
Governmental oversight 

• Government is at all time 
responsible for food safety  

• NVWA supervises  
• WBVR supervises Animal 
  Health Service 
• Dutch Accreditation Council 
  accredits laboratories 
• Food and Veterinary Office 
  audits NVWA performance  
 



Expertise: 
international context 

• European Commission, Brussels 

• European CVO Network 

• FVO (Food and Veterinary Office), Grange 

• EFSA (European Food Safety Authority), Parma 

• FAO (Food & Agriculture Organization)  

   & Codex Alimentarus, Rome  

• OIE (World Organization for Animal Health), Paris 

• ECDC (European Centre for Disease Prevention 

and Control), Stockholm 

• WTO, World Trade Organisation, Geneva 

 

 



 
Communication  

• Keep our trade partners updated 

• Notifications yearly to OIE 

• Immediate notification of  
  an outbreak 

• OIE  

• EU 

• Trade partners 

 



 
Summary 

• Densely populated country 

• Global export 

• 24/7 crisis management 

• Well developed education 

• Close cooperation 

throughout the whole 

production chain 

• Government responsibility  
  and guarantees 



Thank you for your 

attention 

 

 


