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31 March 2017 (Friday)
Venue: The Alison Lam Foundation Council Chamber, G/F,
Wong Administration Building, Lingnan University
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9.30am - 9.45am Welcoming Session
Opening Remarks
Professor Ka Ho Mok, Lingnan University, Hong Kong
Professor Futao Huang, Hiroshima University, Japan

University Video
Group Photo

9.45am - 11.15am  Session 1: Student Mobility in Asia and UK
Chair: Professor Jason Eng Thye Tan, Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore

New Colombo Plan: Student Mobility in Asia as an Education Vehicle and
Public Diplomacy Mechanism
Professor Ly Tran, Deakin University, Australia

Recruiting Students from Southeast Asia: Changing Taiwanese Political
Economy
Professor Sheng-Ju Chan, National Chung Cheng University, Taiwan

A Keyness Approach to Explore How Universities in England Position
Themselves to Prospective International Students
Dr Rebecca McGuire-Snieckus, Bath Spa University, UK
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Professor Ka Ho Mok, Lingnan University, Hong Kong

Transnational Research Training: Chinese Visiting Doctoral Students Abroad
and Their Host Supervisors
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Unemployment and Underemployment? An Empirical Exploration of
Transnational Higher Education Graduates’ Capacity to Aspiration
Dr Xiao Han, Lingnan University, Hong Kong
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Macau? An Exploratory Research
Dr Jisun Jung, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
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Chang Jiang Scholars Programme
Dr Jin Jiang, Lingnan University, Hong Kong
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The End of Global Dreams? The Singapore Global Schoolhouse Policy
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Professor Jason Eng Thye Tan, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

Transnational Governances in Higher Education: New Universities, New
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Professor Grace Ai-Ling Chou, Lingnan University, Hong Kong

The Study of Comments Made by Chinese Government Scholarship Recipients
on China and Its Influencing Factors
Mr Yin Ma, Lingnan University, Hong Kong
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Recruiting Students from Southeast Asia:
Changing Taiwanese Political Economy

C4+

| Students from
r?“:)u f heast Asia Uw@mgnw

Taiwanese Political Economy

Sheng-Ju Chan

Deputy Dean for Research and Development
National Chung Cheng University, Taiwan

Outline of Presentation

= Fundamental Literature Revisited

= Three Major Conceptual Frameworks
= Some Statistical Figures

= Research Questions and Methods

= Changing Orientations of Recruiting Students from Southeast
Asia: Three Major Periods

= Discussion: Mixed Political and Economic-Driven Movement
= Conclusions




International student mobility:
From unidirectional to multiple
directional

= Tradition: East Asia countries to America, Europe and Japan. Intra-
regional student mobility in Asia is extremely restricted (Cummings and
So, 1985)

= Emerging South and Southeast Asia recently sent students to
traditional players. However, they also send students to other new
players such as Korea, China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia and
Taiwan (Chan, 2012)

= Therefore, the has been proposed to explain
the new mobility pattern of international students in this decade
(Sugimura, 2016).

= Taiwan might be a unique case to examine the ‘bilateral’ relationship
from the perspective of inbound non-local students from Southeast Asia

Internationalization in Taiwan (l)

= Although Taiwan began to attract students from Southeast
Asia (including Hong Kong and Macau) since the 1950s, this
strategy was seldom concerned with the modern idea of
internationalization but as a result of political confrontation
with Mainland China.

= |n 2001, the White Paper on Higher Education formally
pointed out the problem that ‘the degree of
internationalisation is insufficient’ (Ministry of Education
Taiwan [MOE], 2001, p. 54)

= ‘Enhancing International Competitiveness of University Plan’

and ‘Improving English Proficiency of Higher Education
Students’in 2002

10



Internationalization in Taiwan (l)

= Setting up Taiwan’s Education Center in the Asian region in
2010 proposed by then President of Ying-Jeou Ma.

= The MOE Taiwan issued its Study in Taiwan Enhancement
Program in 2011 and encouraged higher education
institutions to recruit more students from SoutheastAsia.

= Become the ‘Center of Higher Education in East Asia’' (832 5
ZHAEHE)In 2012

= To export the higher education industry to SoutheastAsia so
as to enhance

,and broaden local s1tudents’ global
outlook.

Three Major Conceptual
Frameworks

11



Rationales for internationalization

@ - National cultural identity, intercultural
understanding, and social and community development.

Foreign policy, national security, technical
assistance, human resource development, national building

e - Economic growth and competitiveness, labor
market, income generation and commercial trade

s - Institutional profile and status, enhancement of
quality, international academic standards, student and staff
development

(Knight, 2008:25)

Push and pull factors

= Student mobility across national/societal border is
determined by the relative advantages between sending and
receiving countries in

L]

(De Wit, 2008:28)

(key variables pertaining to a home country):

(key variables pertaining to a host country):
geographical and political affinity, higher education
capacity, ethnic attraction (Chinese) and low cost (so far)

12



Soft power as motivatio

= Soft power is the ability to shape the preferences of others
through appeal and attraction.
= The currency of soft power is
(Nye, 2004)
= The measurement of soft power: "the quality of a country’s

political institutions, the extent of their , the
strength of their

; , and

, the attractiveness of their economic
model, and a country’s digital engagement with the world”.

= Examples: Confucius Institute of China; Korean Wave (Hallyu);
Cool Japan

Some Statistical Figures

13



1955-1981 1982-1986 1987-1991 1992-1996 1997-2001 2002-2006 2007-2011 2012-2016
227 69 84 83 42 4 13
1330 o537 916 523 400 1656 1227
275 120 36 6 - 0 1
12245 4078 4550 3295 2208 6386 10853
125 9 9 16 25 123 26
3075 784 816 364 351 973 1596
2842 1278 996 432 276 258 229
512 156 14 - - 0 1
9649 3553 3406 3267 2404 4789 5930
400 27 45 21 8 1" 46
314 133 132 101 37 70 105
735 403 422 191 85 484
3089 303 183 47 27 69 204
34818 11450 11609 8346 20715

2 0 7 42
129 63 233
0 29 137
27 9 0
88 674 1831
5906 8285

1 3 2
1180 6065

752 1356

99 385

1150 2807

2052 9729

12230 30872
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Changing non-local student number
from Southeast Asia in Taiwan

90000

80000

70000

60000

50000

40000

30000

20000 =
jSE B I i

1955-1981  1982-1986  1987-1991  1992-1996  1997-2001 2002-2006  2007-2011  2012-2016

= Overseas Chinese Foreign students

I

esearch Questions

= How political economy in Taiwan for the past decades has
shaped the dynamics of inbound students from Southeast
Asia?

= What are the unique roles that SoutheastAsia students play
for changing political economy?

= Comparing the evolving natures of political economy in
relation to recruiting students from Southeast Asia.

15



Research Methods and Ta

Use Taiwan as a case study
= Historical method and longitudinal analysis
= Time period: 1950-2015 (about 65 years)

= Major policy directions, official discourses, and practices in
terms of political economy with respect to recruiting
Southeast Asia students

Changing Orientations of Recruiting
Students from SoutheastAsia:

Three Major Periods

16



| nree major

p

= 1950s-1986:

--Authoritative state with a strong tendency of

with Mainland China though

Taiwan fought for ‘legitimate’ status diplomatically at the
international stage. " as the political correctness
and identity. Rapid growth in economy had gained worldwide
attention. Massive reforms in economic and agricultural
sectors were launched aiming to

Three major

= 1987-2000

--In 1987, the lift of the Martial Law marked the initial step
toward a and
. Political parties were allowed to launch. A new identity
toward "began to emerge and mature.
Economic structure had been gradually transformed into
(with a focus on information technology)
with

17



Three major periods

= 2000-so far
--In 2000, the first ever to Democratic
Progress Party (DPP), a pro-independence camp, symbolized
the new political ideology. "began to solidify
and increasing gained wide support after 2000s. Though with
the continuation of economic growth,

was getting serious confronting this island state.

onfrontation and Thriving:
ISSOSP;’ fUS

= Over this period (from 1950-1986), Taiwan began to re-bridge
the link with overseas Chinese.

= Politically, Taiwan confronted opposition from Mainland China
seeking

= These overseas Chinese were sponsored to study in Taiwanese
universities throughout 1950s until late 1990s.

= Both short-term (skill training for youth) and long term (degree
seekers)

= They were even encouraged to with

18



Confusion and Ambivalence
1987-2000s

= After the late 1980s, democratic movement was
accompamed by a shlftlng concern of ‘national identity’.

‘was increasingly gaining public support
while losing the attachmentto ‘Chinese’ in both political and
cultural sense

= This politically ‘indigenized identity’
to the previous justification ’
constitute the fundamental basis of legitimate government in
Taiwan.

= At the same time, a new emerging discourse stressed that
Taiwan should maintain with other
nations through participation of international organizations

Continued

= Local parents also criticized these non-local Chinese
students for taking university places and using too much
resources.

= All these led to the
students from this region.

= However, since the late 1990s internationalization has
become a major trend in wider global context. Greater
international student mobility is increasingly popular.

= Therefore, we has seen from
Southeast Asia at the same time.

19



Refocusing
2001-so far

= As a result of greater internationalization, non-local students are
generally welcome to Taiwan so as to strengthen

= Moreover, are regarded as valuable asset as they are
beneficial to enterprise productivity and economic growth.

= At the policy level, are gradually neutralized
without negative political connotation. Even they can help Taiwan to
export our higher education system to Southeast Asia.

= The current President Ing-Wen Tsai propose a new policy called,

, With an eye to ‘developing new economic direction

and stage’.

= Under this new strategy, from this region are critical
for fulfilling the new mission.

Discussion: Mixed Political and
Economic-Driven Movement

20



Changing non-local student number
from Southeast Asia in Taiwan
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= Overseas Chinese Foreign students

Rationales in Admitting
2ast Asian students

= Taiwan to admitting students from Southeast
Asia since 1950s (except from late 1980s to early 1990s) by
using different rationales in politics and economy.

= As a non-mainstream players, Taiwan at the international
student market retains some advantages in terms of
over the past half century.

= Among some appealing factors, (as political
mean), as Nye proposed, can be identified such as: ethnic
affinity (Chinese), cultural values(Confucius value),
diplomatic power (American alliance) and even better higher
education reputation etc.

21



Political Dimensions

= Before the late 1980s, overseas Chinese students were
portrayed as ethnic "or ‘one of us’ in Taiwan. Even,
Taiwan portrayed itself as the ° ' for overseas
Chinese having relatively established higher education system
in this region

= They were treated as with special favor treatment
such as PR, employment, or even health care system.

= Both overseas Chinese and foreign students’ participation into
Taiwanese education system acted as the main to

with these countries.
= On the contrary, strong political tendency toward ‘independence’

around the 1990s also questioned the necessity of this group of
students.

Economic Dimensions

= Substantial financial support were offered to overseas
Chinese students as for the past decades.

= However, this policy changed in the 1990s underpinned by
the first party alteration to DPP.

= Along with the greater internationalization and intensified
competition at the global context since 1990s, inbound
students are seen as ' for better competitiveness and
extra economic benefit.

= They act as either ' for economic growth or :
for additional income for Taiwanese universities. Both are
economic-driven.
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als )

ging politica

low politics high politics

low economy

= Taiwan is an in actively admitting students from
SoutheastAsia since 1950s.

= Under different mixtures of political and economic dynamics,
non-local students from Southeast Asia had been
respectively regarded as depending
upon the various interpretations.

* Though seems to drive the recent move to
attract more Southeast Asia students (New Southbound
Policy), with China after the election of Ing-
Wen Tsai should be the hidden factor making this
development desirable.
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