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2017 Fourth APEC Forestry Ministerial Meeting
Minister’s report
Future Developments of Chinese Taipei’s Forestry

Mr. Chairman, Ministers, delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to deliver this report on the future

development of Chinese Taipei’s forestry.

As | mentioned yesterday, Chinese Taipei is committed to
increase forest areas, protection, restoration and sustainable

management of forest, to ensure the multiple value of forests.

Furthermore, in response to UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), Chinese Taipei has set the goal of maintaining a zero
forest loss rate and implementing sustainable forest management plan

for all national forests.

We are also deeply aware that, people are the kernel of
sustainable development. Just as APEC continuously emphasizes that
sustainable forest management can benefit local and indigenous
people whose livelihoods depend on forests, we also aim to create jobs

and increase income for local communities.

Chinese Taipei will start our Green Network Establishment Plan
next year. Through this plan, ecological corridors from coastline,
farmlands, shallow mountain area to high mountains will be weaved

together. The Plan will emphasize on the following points:
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First, the implementation of sustainable forest management.

According to FAO categorization, around 12% of Chinese
Taipei’s forests are productive planted forest. For this part, we are
introducing forest certification and timber legality verification to
ensure that every stage in the supply chain meets the regulations. As
of 2017, we have 5 public and private sectors received FSC (FM)
certificates. The government is introducing the criteria and indicators
for the national forests management based on the FSC certification. As
for other protective national forests, we will focus on habitat

restoration, maintaining biodiversity and ecosystem services.

To assist private forest owners, Chinese Taipei has also initiated a
timber and bamboo marketing linking project, to integrate production,
processing, crafting, R&D and promotion. By establishing a supply
and marketing information platform, we aim to develop a sustainable

forestry industry and promote legality of timber trade.

Furthermore, in order to increase forest owners’ income and
revitalize mountain villages, Chinese Taipei has conducted a
preliminary evaluation of under-forest industry such as bees, herbs,
edible fungi, spices plants etc., and assessed the ecological impact,
aiming to establish a under-forest economy policy with sustainable

forest management principle.
Second, investment in mountain villages’ green economy.

The goal of sustainable forest management is to maintain the
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services of ecosystems, and to reach a harmonious co-existence

between human and nature. This requires the participation of villagers.

Since 2017, Chinese Taipei has been encouraging villages
(including indigenous communities) to participate in implementing
green economy transformation. We adopted the bottom-to-top strategy.
The government assists villagers to evaluate and develop local
features, then help them in building a community-led six-grade
forestry industry which means to integrate their production,
processing and services, and create additional value. We are also
developing ecotourism by organizing neighboring communities to
form a travel belt. In addition, project managers will be introduced to
empower local people, and to maintain their traditional knowledge of
the environment. By introducing collaborative management in
community forestry, we are utilizing traditional management and

innovative technology to provide more job opportunities.

Finally, we focus on the indigenous people who are closely tied

with the sustainable development of forests.

The indigenous people of Chinese Taipei live in the neighboring
areas of national forests and depend on forest resources. In the past,
the lack of understanding of their culture caused conflicts and tension
between the public sector and indigenous people. The current laws
banned the free-use of forest resources for their livelihood and cultural

activities on national forests.



To cooperate with the indigenous people, Chinese Taipei has
launched a number of community forestry projects since 2002, which
assisted them in developing ecotourism, restoring terraces, crafting

wood, and won their participation in national forest patrolling.

With the present goal of positive co-management of natural
resources, we have further started the dialogue with indigenous people
by building a mutual-trust-based communication platform. This will
contribute to restoring the indigenous rights to natural resources,
including harvesting forest products and hunting under
self-management. We are also trying to collaborate with the
indigenous people to restore the forest ecosystem. Therefore, national
forests and their natural resources can be best managed with an
integration of the indigenous people’ traditional knowledge and

modern technologies.
Mr. Chairman,

Chinese Taipei would like to reiterate that we will realize our
visions of sustainable development, enhance forest protection and
restoration, and embrace sustainable forest management, for a better
future environment and for the coming generations.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



