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2017 Fourth APEC Forestry Ministerial Meeting
Minister’s report
Chinese Taipei’s efforts in increasing forest cover rate

Mr. Chairman, Ministers, delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of Chinese Taipei, | would like to express my
sincerest gratitude to Korea for organizing this conference and
hospitality. Let me take this opportunity to share with you the
experience of Chinese Taipei’s efforts in increasing forest

coverage rate.

Mr. Chairman, from the Ministerial Declarations of 2011,
2013 and 2015, Chinese Taipei recognizes the key role forests

play in terms of the environment, society, and economy.

Chinese Taipei has fully banned the logging of primary
forests as early as 1990. In response to the 2007 Sydney
Declaration, Chinese Taipei has conceptualized strategies to
increase forest area. From high-elevation mountains to coast
lines, both the public and private sectors have worked together
to bring new and renewed existing afforestation efforts under the
incentive measures. In particular, landslide areas, fire sites,
over-cultivated land, and deteriorated forest land are the focus of

our forest restoration efforts.

According to the most recent national forest resource

survey in 2015, Chinese Taipei has a total forest area of 2.197



million hectares and a forest coverage rate of 60.71%.
Compared to 58.53% in 1995, our forest coverage rate has
increased by 2.18% in the last two decades. Chinese Taipei's
densely populated land provides a very limited amount of land
for afforestation. In the future, we will actively encourage
civilian communities and businesses to participate in
afforestation in order to expand planted areas and to protect

forests.

(Future key targets)

With a coast line of 1,566 kilometers, Chinese Taipei will
continue its efforts in reforestation of landslide areas and
afforestation of coastal areas in face of the potential threats of
climate change. With that in mind, we will launch a new project
in 2018, namely “Green Network Establishment Project for
National Ecology Protection”. The project begins with the
planning and structuralizing of dense coastal forests to
strengthen the defense abilities of coastal regions against natural
hazards. Multi-layered forests can boost forest biodiversity and
provide educational opportunities in coastal ecology and

environmental protection.

Secondly, by afforesting a multi-layered forest with native
trees of the region to increase forest area, we will build green
belts along the east and west flowing rivers in an

environmentally friendly way, and thus integrate different



ecosystems. This is a key point of the new project. Upon its
completion, ecosystems of high-elevation mountains and coastal
regions can be linked. The green network will put together piece
by piece in a line-to-plane fashion, and form a solid defense line
against climate change. It also provides animal-friendly
ecological corridors that will reduce the impact of habitat

fragmentation.

Furthermore, the project helps the residents of nearby
villages to boost their connectivity and mutually beneficial
relationships with their surrounding natural environment as
highlighted by the Satoyama Initiative of 2010. This is also key
to realizing the Aichi Targets of IUCN and achieves the state of

harmonious coexistence with nature.

Conclusion
Mr. Chairman,

Lastly, Chinese Taipei would like to express our
determination in forest restoration and doing everything in our
efforts to prevent deforestation and forest degradation. We are
willing to work with all economies to slow down global
warming, and to build a sustainable environment and achieve

harmonious coexistence!
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



