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Abstract (Wang Jiang-Jia)
Can laypersons participate in criminal justice ? : A debate in Taiwanese context

May 2016, in the inaugural address of the new president of Taiwan several issues were
announce for starting a new stage of judicial reform. The problem of civil participation in
criminal justice was discussed since 2010 that it was a tool to rescue the confidence of
judiciary. After six years of discuss and moot court, the divergence still exits and all return to
the starting point at present Taiwan.

Therefore, it happens to be an ideal moment reconsidering this issue again and from very
beginning. Can layperson participate in criminal justice? Should public opinion determine
the criminal matters? What is the basic idea for it ¥ Will the criminal justice get legitimacy?
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These concerns have become important issues in judicial reform proceeding in Taiwan.
Different from the problems of penal populism and Jury in European and American, it
exceeds beyond sentencing policy and includes both fact-finding and sentencing. The
problem in Taiwan will be more complex and be similar to the layperson participation in
criminal justice in East Asia such as Korea and Japan.

Not only the advantage of Jury in Europe and American should be considered, but also the
deficiency of lay participation can’t be ignored in Taiwanese context.

In author’s opinion, the basic ideas and the benefit that layperson participation in criminal
justice should both take into account. Especially the cultural and social context of Taiwanese

society, how can they appear and balance?
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CONTENT & ABSTRACT

* The nature of criminal trial, criminality and
penality

* Revisit the original power to punishment

* A debate about lay participation in criminal
justice system in Taiwan and its analysis
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Crime and Justice in Asia and the
Global South

9th anaual conference for the Asian Grminological Society
#th bienria intematoral conference for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy

Crime and Justice in Asia and the Global South: An
International Conference

Co-hosted by the Crime and Justice Research Centre, QUT, and the Asian
Criminological Society

10-13t July 2017
The Shangri-La Hotel, Cairns, Australia
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