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Recommendations

Considering that:

1. Avian Influenza (Al) viruses of different subtypes continue to threaten both animal
and public health worldwide.

a. Outbreaks caused by Asian lineage H5Nx highly pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI) viruses continue to be reported from multiple countries in Asia and
Africa. It caused significant loss through both mortality and destruction of
poultry.

b. During 2016 - 2017, a significant number of epidemics of HPAI H5N8 virus in
poultry and wild birds have been reported in Europe, Africa, Asia and the
Middle East.

c. In 2017, H7N9 low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) virus acquired
pathogenicity to become HPAI H7N9 virus, and has been reported from
multiple provinces of China.

2. Members in Asia Pacific have different capacities to conduct effective Al surveillance
and control.

3. Control of HPAI at the source through stamping out is recognised as the most
effective measure to effectively control or eradicate an epidemic.

4. Vaccination continues to be applied as a measure for the control of HPAI in some
countries, but outbreaks are still occurring in these countries. Thus, a need to
re-evaluate the use of vaccine as a control measure is felt essential.

5. The One Health (OH) approach is increasingly recognized at international and
country levels for avian and pandemic influenza preparedness and response. Several
Asian countries have demonstrated good practices for institutionalization of One
Health.

6. With changing epidemiology of Al viruses, expansion of cooperation on surveillance
and control beyond the region of Asia Pacific is becoming more important.

7. Novel portable diagnostic techniques are becoming available.
8. Implementation of biosecurity measures remains a continuing challenge.

9. Role of pigs as possible mixing vessel for the generation of a possible pandemic
Influenza virus strain remains relevant.



Recommendations

For Members

1.

10.

11.

Further improve and enhance surveillance of avian influenza for early detection,
rapid response and control.

Explore the application of risk-based targeted surveillance in domestic and wild bird
populations to provide early warning for disease incursion, and also to monitor
circulation of different subtypes.

Encourage virological surveillance of swine influenza.

Enhance linkages and collaboration between epidemiology units and laboratory
units. Particularly with regard to planning surveillance, sampling strategies and
analysis and interpretation of laboratory test data.

Evaluate and pilot potential novel diagnostics for the rapid on-site detection of Al
viruses (e.g. pen-side PCR).

Strengthen national coordination to control HPAI and other influenza A viruses. If
not already existing, a national multi-sectoral coordination unit may be established
linked with the existing One Health coordination mechanism.

Promote prompt sharing of information on disease status, actions undertaken, and
control measures implemented with national stakeholders, the OIE and regional
organizations.

Implement stamping out as the primary measure to control and eradicate HPAI
viruses especially at the early stage of an outbreak in a non-endemic situation.

Vaccination may be considered as an additional option in support of stamping out.
Ensure that post-vaccination surveillance (such as the use of sentinel birds) and an
exit strategy are in place whenever vaccination is practiced in line with existing
international standards and guidelines (e.g. OIE Standards and Guidelines, and
OFFLU vaccination guidelines).

Continue to improve biosecurity guidelines and protocols applications, taking into
consideration different production systems.

Apply the OIE international standards for safe cross-border trade in poultry and
poultry products.

For partners and international organizations

1.

2.

Support Members to strengthen capacity to monitor and control Influenza A virus
circulation, particularly building surveillance capacity of laboratories such as through
laboratory twinning and proficiency testing.

Strengthen regional coordination and expand networks particularly with members
sharing common geographical epidemiological bloc (epi-zones) to control HPAI and
other influenza A viruses. Members of the networks are encouraged to conduct joint
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research and surveillance activities. A Virtual? Coordination Unit may be established
to provide secretariat to the network.

3. Promote sharing of information on disease status, actions undertaken, and control
measures implemented at global and regional levels.

4. Continue to support strengthening of the One Health mechanism in the control of
HPAI.

5. Support requests for national IHR-PVS bridging workshops and use the outputs and
recommendations for strengthening capacity to control HPAI.

6. Continue to facilitate dialogue in bilateral cross-border safe trade in poultry and
poultry products among the bordering countries.
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