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Justice reform in Response to Public’s Needs

Honorable President, Honorable Vice President, Honorable Attorney
Generals, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

Good Afternoon!

It is indeed a great honor for my wife Fumei, my colleagues, and me to be
invited to the NAAG summer meeting which is deemed as a must-attend
occasion for many who are in the legal career.

| would like to first of all take this opportunity to express profound
gratitude for the warm friendship and hospitality you have generously
extended over the years to the Taiwan delegation invited to this highly
regarded event.

Although it is my first time attending this meeting, | feel we have long
been connected. And that feeling seems to have an early origin dated back
to the mid-1980s.

In the summer of 1987, my wife Fumei who served as a district attorney
was placed by the Taiwan Ministry of Justice on an attachment program

With the Hawaii Attorney General’s Office, where she worked with
Deputy Attorney General Larry Goya for six weeks, Fumei was so
attached to everything there; and if I didn’t fly over to Hawaii to take her
home, she would have stayed there for good. It’s this very trip that
afforded me the opportunity to meet some Hawaii Deputy Attorney
Generals.

The second encounter was in 2015 when the former NAAG President
Marty Jackley together with Montana Attorney General Tim Fox and
Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi visited Taiwan High Court,
Taichung Branch where they were received by Fumei and other judges.
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In the following 2 weeks, Fumei kept sharing with me the topics she had
with the visitors that day ranging from hunting, wild life conservation,
narcotic drug prevention, etc. Each time when she recalled Marty’s words
of wisdom, Tim’s professionalism and Pam’s all-out beauty, her eyes
shined brightly.

Under these circumstances, | could not help but develop a sense of
attachment similar to what Fumei has. And to our great delight, 2 years
later we are able to catch up with old friends and meet new friends here.

Apart from the above wonderful surprises, | had some unexpected twists
In my career - started as District Attorney, then Attorney at Law, National
Assembly Member, Legislator, Deputy Minister for Mainland Affairs,
Vice Mayor of Kaohsiung City, Law Department Head in a university,
Vice Mayor of Taoyuan City, and concurrently as Deputy Secretary
General of Democratic Progressive Party and Vice CEO of a think tank.

The experiences | acquired from my previous posts do help a lot in
fulfilling my duties as Minister for Justice since May 20, 2016.

Honorables, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen! Allow me
some time to make a brief introduction to judicial reform taking place in
Taiwan.

With a view to building up public’s trust in the judicial system, Taiwan is
holding a National Judicial Reform Meeting. It adopts an open and
inclusive approach to ensure people’s aspiration for a better judicial
system is heard and answered.

One of the core issues of highest public concern is the independence and
impartiality of prosecutors.

In Taiwan, the prosecution system is subordinate to the Ministry of
Justice. However, the system independently handles criminal cases, and
receives from the Ministry only supervision over its administration and
general policy guidelines.

It is therefore imperative that the capability and capacity of prosecutor’s
teams be further strengthened and well defined through providing them
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with adequate policy support and amending relevant laws and regulations
so as to better their performance and win public’s trust.

The other core issue is about the effectiveness of crime-combating. In this
regard, the Ministry of Justice has been making certain paradigm shifts.

Firstly, on crimes involving illegal gains, we have shifted the focus of
prosecution from the movement of people concerned to the money flow,
by amending the confiscation provisions of the criminal law to extend the
confiscation scope from the illegal gains obtained by the offender to those
obtained by a non- bona-fide third party.

Furthermore, we have also improved the effectiveness of intercepting
illegal money flow, by modifying the definition and the scope of money
laundering as stated in the Money Laundering Control Act to align them
with international standard and best practices.

The results are arguably positive. Before the above legal modifications,
the value of illegal gains confiscated per year was about 330 million US
dollars, and in less than one year after the modifications, it rose to 5
billion US dollars. We believe the deterrent has been greatly
strengthened.

Secondly, on drug combating, in addition to augmented strikes on various
knots along the drug supply chain such as manufacturing, trafficking,
selling, and transportation, a new data pool has been established to keep
details of drug offenders and their networks aiming to better our
prevention and control efforts.

We have also amended related laws to impose heavier penalty fines so as
to reduce the economic motive for drug-related crimes.

As to drug users, arrangements have been made to ensure their families,
social workers and medical staff are engaged to provide much needed
care and therapy. They are no longer treated as criminals unless the
therapy they received proves to be of no avail.

Protection and conservation of natural resources is another area to which
the Ministry of Justice attaches great importance.
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Taiwan has a population of 23 million living in an area of 36 thousand
square meters. Just like Montana, Taiwan is gifted with beautiful
mountains and rich fauna and flora, many of which are different from
what you have here.

To cope with the ever-growing demand for land development, a cluster of
ministerial bodies comprising Justice, the Interior, Agriculture, and
Environmental Protection has been formed and tasked with review and
amendment of policies, laws and regulations, as well as enforcement and
compliance pertaining to protection and conservation of natural
resources.

In recent years, we have seen more and more law enforcement officers
led by prosecutors pursuing cases such as pollution and illegal logging.
The joint effort by the cluster ministries is paying off. You are most
welcome to visit Taiwan to appreciate their remarkable achievements.
And | would love to be your guide for climbing mountains, especially the
highest one - Jade Mountain, 3952 meters high.

As globalization struts on, transnational and organized crimes are
increasingly rampaging. To effectively prevent and control such crimes,
mutual judicial assistance, information exchanges, and experience sharing
among members of the global village are indeed the only solution.

In combating transnational and organized crimes, we do have some
success stories to share.

In 2016, an international ATM pillaging group was arrested with the
pillaged money being seized by Taiwan’s law enforcement officers. This
operation won applauses from law enforcement agencies of a number of
countries where the above group hit hard and never got caught.

The prosecutor in charge presented a report at the 2017 Asia and Pacific
Regional Conference of the International Association of Prosecutors held
in Korea. Many countries have since dispatched law enforcement officers
to Taiwan to further study that case.

In December 2016, the Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Justice, in
collaboration with its counterparts in other 30 countries, successfully
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cracked down an internet crime organization called “Avalanche”.

Knowing how important international cooperation is to combating crimes,
Taiwan is willing and ready to work closely other countries to make the
global village a much safer place. In this regard, | fully appreciate the
achievements United States and Taiwan have jointly made through

mutual judicial assistance. And I look forward to even deeper and wider
cooperation between our two countries.

Honorables, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen!
In concluding my remarks, | wish to convey

Many thanks to you for according me and my delegation members very
warm hospitality;

Special thanks to the host and the organizer for making this event a
highly memorable success;

Last but the not the least, my delegation members join me to wish you all
good health and continued success.

Thank you!
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