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23 JULY 2017/ 9.15 - 11.00 / ROOM 8
Roundtable - Connected Universities, Engaged Curricula I (closed meeting)

Convenors: Avorn Opatpatanakit, Chiang Mai University, Thailand and
Philippe Peycam, International Institute for Asian Studies, the
Netherlands

Chairs: Aarti Kawlra, International Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden,
the Netherlands and Chayan Vaddhanaphuti, Chiang Ma1 University, Thailand

The present Roundtable, conceived jointly by the Chiang Mai University
(CMU) and the International Institute of Asian Studies (IIAS) under the
programme “Humanities across borders: Asia and Africa in the World” ,
seecks to re-imagine the university as a civic-minded space of knowing,
acting and being across borders. [t will bring to attention the humanistic
commitment of educational practice beyond disciplinary and national
boundaries. The Roundtable 1s an occasion for participants to share their
institutional vision for the advancement of socially and ecologically
engaged curricula.

Samuel Agyei-Mensah, University of Ghana, Ghana

Madhurjya Bezbaruah, Gawuhati University Northeast India Studies Centre,
India

Chang Wan-Chen, Taipe1 National University of the Arts, Taiwan
Jo-Shui Chen, Taipe1 National University of the Arts, Taiwan

Albert Chau, Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong

Chiang Min-Chin, Taipei National University of the Arts, Taiwan
Carol Gluck, Columbia University, United States of America
Baydallaye Kane, 1" Université Gaston Berger, Sénégal

Myunkoo Kang, Seoul National University Asia Center, South Korea
Hs1-Chuan Liu, Taipe1i National University of the Arts, Taiwan

Judi Mesman, Leiden University College, the Netherlands

Isabel Roche, Bennington College, Vermont, United States of America
Dhruba Jyoti Saikia, Cotton College State University, India

Sanjay Kumar Sharma, Ambedkar University Delhi, India

Francoise Vergeés, College d° etudes Mondiales, France
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Prof. Chiang, Min-Chin
Director, Center for Teaching and Leaning, Office of Academic Affairs
Taipel National University of the Arts, Taiwan

kayriver@wmail.com

Taipei National University of the Arts (TNUA) was founded in 1982 by the
government of Taiwan tocultivate young artist talents. Based ondifferent

categories of arts, the university 1s consisted of six schools: Music,

Fine Arts, Theatre Arts, Dance, New Media Arts and the research-based
School of Culture Resources. This institutional division fosters an
interdisciplinary environment for education and research. General

disciplinary knowledge of humanities such as history, anthropology,

literature and aesthetics are accessed with more art-focused concern
within 1ndividual school as well as crossing schools. An integrated
teaching and learning methodology through production of art works,

adopting multiple sources of knowledge (both text and embodied knowledge),
1s largely applied 1n most schools and characterizes the pedagogy of the
university. Another feature 1s the core 1mportance of hands-on
transmission of embodied knowledge. Both features lead to the uniqueness

of educational approach, 1ts potential as well as challenges as a

facilitator in the contemporary society.

TNUA has been working with multiple social groups and local communities
through arts production, art education and heritage preservation. To give
some concrete examples, the project “Growing Together in Guandu”™ was
facilitated by the TNUA and has been co-developed by local communities
in the neighborhood of Guandu. Community courses, art projects and
students’ participation in the local folk activities were inaugurated
to foster a shared vision of Guandu.

The other case 1s 1nDax1, a famous historical wood-carving town in central
Taiwan and well-known for community movement of preserving historic
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buildings. TNUA professors and students have been working with local
groups and government to facilitate a wood-carving eco-museum project in
searching for analternative of local development than the current massive
tourism. Similar 1nitiative was proposed by the Xizhou indigenous
community in north Taiwan. The TNUA Center for Traditional Arts was asked
by the community to develop together a better tourist programme for
community sustainability.

All the aforementioned cases represent that visual and performing arts,
museum and art education, and cultural heritage preservation are the major
forms that TNUA developed with different local communities and social
groups to foster co-learning and collaborating relationship. This is also
important for TNUA teachers and students to be aware that there 1s no way
for art and to-be-artists to stay i1n 1solation. If you expect your art
1s valuable to someone, then there 1s urgent need for the to-be-artists
to listen to, learn from, communicate and work with people.

Dr. Min-Chin Kay Chiang 1s Assistant Professor at the Graduate Institute
of Architecture and Cultural Heritage and Director of the Center for
Teaching and Learning in Taipei National University of the Arts, Taiwan.
She 1s a member of the Advisory Committee of the Traditional Crafts of
the Bureau of Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture, Taiwan (2016- ) and
was the Acting Director of Taipei County Gold Museum. Her publication
includes Memory Contested, Locality Transformed: Kepresenting Japanese
Colonial Heritage' in Taiwan (Amsterdam University Press and Chicago
University Press, 2012). Her research interests lie in craft, intangible
heritage, and heritage dynamics in relation to community, institutions
and colonialism.



