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Sex Trafficking-
Taiwanese Perspective

Harris(Yu-feng) Chen

Prosecutor of Chiayi District Prosecutor's Office,
Taiwan

September 28, 2016

Self intfroduction

= Prosecutor, Chiayi District
Prosecutors Office, Taiwan(2007--)

= Sexual crimes, cyber crimes,
environmental crimes and drug
crimes.

= [nternational affairs

= 2014 International Fellow, NAGTRI,
NAAG(National Association of
Attorneys General)

» Fellow, Berkman Klein Center for
Internet & Society, Harvard
University(2011-12)
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Key points

= Overview
» Scope of problem of sex trafficking in Taiwan

» Cultural perspective of sex trafficking / prostitution in
Taiwan

®» A real case...

» What kind of assistance and cooperation that we would
like to see occure

» \What kind of assistance and cooperation we can
provide?e

®» Conclusion

Overview

Taiwan: Tier 1
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Cases and persons indicted in regard
of sex frafficking

Court sentence in human
trafficking cases(2015)

2008 113 452 <6m 103
2009 83 233 ém~1y 10
2010 76 346 1y~2y 14
2011 80 259 2= 3y 1
2012 136 408 3y~ 5y 29
2013 46 103 Sy ~7y

2014 88 153 7y ~ 10y 0
2015 52 127 10y ~ 15y 1

Scope of problem of sex
trafficking in Taiwan
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Scope of problem of sex trafficking in
Taiwan

= Primary victims
= Mostly escaped foreign labor
= Some are female immigrants of fake transnational marriages
= Mostly Indonesian, Vietnamese and Chinese women
= |nadequate control and management
= The authorities
= The foreign labor brokers
= Evolution of organized crimes in sex trafficking
= From large groups to individual entities.
=  Massive use of communication technology
= |ine, WeChat, Skype, Facebook,...
= Weak support from the court

lllegal immigrants in Taiwan (2016, Jan.-Jun.)

TYPES OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

illegally » Total number of persons: 16,888
emr:jloye = |ncreased by 18.62% (compared
13% to 2015, Jan-Jun.)

= Until 2016 Jul., the total amount of
unfound foreign labor: 52,299

overstaying
21%
escaped
foeign
labor
66%
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lllegal immigrants in Taiwan (2016, Jan.-Jun.)

NATIONALITIES OF ILLEGAL » Vietnamese and Indonesian
women are the two major groups
IMMIGRANTS

of imported workers as caregivers

C:;nc » Great demand from the aging

society of Taiwan

Viethum
36%

Cultural perspective of sex
trafficking / prostitution in
Taiwan
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Cultural perspective of sex trafficking /
prostitution in your country

» Negligence and indifference of labor abuse
= Sexual demand from grass root level
» Wilingness of victims to make money

» Decline of labor-intensive industries

A real case

Indonesian women forced prostitution
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A real case: forced prostitution of
Indonesian women

= When?e
= 2012, Mar.-August
= Who?
= Victims
» 4 Indonesian women: A1~Aé
= Escaped imported labor, formerly household caregivers.
= Criminals
= A couple
= Mr. Kao: Taiwanese
= Mrs. Kao: Indonesian
= A karaoke pub owner
= Mr. Lai: Taiwanese
» A chauffeur/guard

= Mr. Lin: Taiwanese, hired by Mr. Kao

A real case: forced prostitution of
Indonesian women

=» How and what happened?

» The Kaos' knew that A1~A6 were escaped workers and were afraid of being deported,

thus induced A1~Aé with the disguise of intfroducing jobs, yet in fact forced A1~Aé as
prostitutes.

Al~A6 were confined in a residential house in Chiayi City with paper board covering
all windows. Normally Mr. Kao directed Lin to stay in the house to guard A1~Aé from
escaping, drive and accompany A1~Aé to purchase household ifems, while Mrs. Kao
visited the house from time to time for soft surveillance, and wrote “rules" under Mr.
Kao's command in Indonesian to effectively control A1~Aé.

Once Lin got “cases" from Lai, he then drove A1~Aé to the korcokef)ub in Chiayi Cny,
and A1~A6 were forced to provide striptease, oral sex or hand-jobs for customers. |
Al~Aé6 refused to comply, they suffered from physical abuse or threatened.

» Mr. Koo and Lai took the lion's share of the money that A1~Aé made.
» |ead?
= Finally Al ran away and asked police for help
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A real case: forced prostitution of
Indonesian women

= Counfs of indictment
= Human Trafficking Prevention Act, Article 31(A)
= Sentence: 6 months to 5 years
» Criminal Code, Article 231(A)
= Sentence: under 5 years
= Process of the trial
= Rigorous cross-examination
= Persuasion to the judge
= Result of the trial
= Were the 4 defendants guilty?
= |f so, how did they sentenced?

What kind of assistance and
cooperation that we would
like to see occur
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Assistance and cooperation that we
need

» Speedy and reliable MLA

= | ack of formal bilateral/multi-lateral treaties or agreements
» Other diplomatic assistance

= From victim’'s embassy/government

= From criminal's embassy/government

» |ntelligence sharing

What kind of assistance and/
or cooperation we can
provide
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What kind of assistance and/ or
cooperation we can provide

» Trace of money flow
= Border control
= Other MLA

= MOU on immigration and human trafficking prevention with Guatemala,
Swaziland and Nauru in 2014.

Conclusion

Sex trafficking isn't only about sex...
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Conclusion

Labor abuse often comes first

Economic difficulties is the origin
= Somewhat volunteering
= How to define “coercive”?

Education on judges
= Meet with UN TIP Protocol standards
= More severe punishment

Working with NGO's

Close tfransnational cooperation are always necessary

Thank you

Harris(Yu-feng) Chen, Chiayi District Prosecutor's Office, Taiwan
harrisychen@yahoo.com.tw, harrisychen@gmail.com
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