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The access to the general education curriculum-
A special education school model in Taiwan

Su-Jan Lin  National Kaohsiung Normal University
Yi-Shen Lu Kaohsiung Special Education School
Yi-Ling Tsai Pingtung Special Education School

Study Purpose:

Based on the Taiwan special education curriculum regulation of 2010, all of the 1-12 graders with special education needs should receive the
general education curriculum with the adaptation. This regulation also included the students with severely disabilities who are placed in the special
education schools. The purpose of this study pursuits a school-based curriculum model with implement of general education curriculum adaptation
for their students.

Methodology:

This study is an action research. The setting of this is the Pingtung special education school located in the south of Taiwan. This school has total
184 students from the first to the twelve graders. All of 39 teachers in this special education school were involved to this process. The teachers
grouped by the subjects which they taught in the school year. The teachers’ subjects study group consisted by teachers will discuss the adaptation
of competence indicators from the grade 1-12 national general education curriculum guidelines. This study mainly used the Life Skills Curriculum
model (Cronin, Patton & Wood, 2007) to lead the adaptation of standards-based curriculum in Taiwan. The adaptation will base on the students
special education needs and their present performance level. The teachers’ subjects study groups also reported their results to the school-level
curriculum development committee. This ComMmMitiee also had professor to participant the discuss process. The school-level curriculum
development committee had the final conclusion about the adaptive competence indicators in all of the academic subjects. This process built the
school-based curricula for this special education school.

Results:

Based on the four years effort this school already built their own school-based curriculum to help the students with severely disabilities to access to
the general education including as approach one of extraction from the standards-based curriculum. The approach two is applying to the
independent courses such as life management or social skills training.

There are positive result for the students with severely disabilities could leam the general education curriculum. However, it needs the teachers ta
adapt the curriculum goals, content, materials and assessment . In addition, teachers need to use the appropriate instructional strategies. This
school-based curriculum successful could help the students to develop their life skills for their adult community lives.

3.The correlation between life skills
curriculum
and standards-based curriculum

2.Two approaches s of courses in the
Special education school

1.Six Domains of Life Skills Curriculum

One: Extraction from Two: Independent
the General Courses

Curriculum LR L L
6 domalns & main subjects
i Sacial
. studies, Vocalional education.
Life Home and Family Integrative Activities, Science and

Social Skill Training

5.Three steps to extract the life skills domains from the
4.Top to Down approach of instruction Standards-
based curriculum

Step 1. Familiar with the life skills curriculum

Genernl araas of adult Step 2. Match the similarity of life demands with subject, level and
functoning that require b h K
Adult Domains mn:mal degrees of enchmarks
competence and from the standards-based curriculum
independence Step 3. Adjust the benchmarks to fit the life skill functions
Domain i Life Demands Standards-Based
Subcatzgones of adult Curriculum
Subdomains domains useful for understandng. E ment/General Job Skills|®  Seekil d 8 iobl ® Subject:
N s complexitesof adalthoce P e [ ! 1 antseauing 1o 2 Sibiees
‘-J\b ® Benchmarks:
Events oractivities typically ®  Leaming job skills * Subject:
Major Lif Demands  encountered bymost adults in & Level
|_| avervday life. ® Beschmarie
®  Maintaining one’s job ®  Subject:
{J’ Speafic competendies of local ® Level:
Speicficlife Skills levaatos pesdad to perfom ® Benchmarks:
mejor e demands . e * Subject
Curdoalar consdarmtions for fundamental and Jegal ® Level
Instruction feaching lifis skills. issues ® Benchmarks:
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03™ October to 2000 hrs on the 06™ October. The authors will be present with the
posters during 1700 - 1900 hrs on 04™ October to provide any clarifications.




