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Abstract

In Taiwan’s metropolises, an imbalance between supply and
demand of houses has damaged the right to adequate housing for
mid-to-low income families, and further resulted in conflict between
social classes as well as a political standoff. This problem is
viewed as the top social grievance in Taiwan. How to alleviate the
misery of housing injustice has become the major challenge for
Taiwan’s housing policy. In countering this dilemma, social
housing must play a crucial role. Nevertheless, we have
encountered several obstacles in promoting social housing, such as
the imbalance between its supply and demand, the difficulty of
acquiring land for housing, insufficient participation from the civil
society, and the increasing social fragmentation.  This report
presents five policy recommendations for promoting social housing:
(1) the establishment of a mechanism for collaborative governance
with a view toward sustainability; (2) an overhaul of the national land
use policy in order to adjust the imbalanced development among
regions; (3) a comprehensive review of urban planning to advance
policy incentives; (4) the regulation of fluctuating rents to fulfill the
real need for social housing; and (5) the diversification of residents
to promote social cohesion. The aim of the above recommendations is
to fulfill the goal of housing justice toward which the citizens of
Taiwan have long aspired.

Key Words: social housing, collaborative governance, housing justice
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