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Junior Diplomatic Fellow Yu-Ju (Yolanda) Cheng (far right) with Ambas-
sador of ROC-Taiwan to SVG, H.E. Bau-Shuan Ger (center right), PADF
SVG Project Coordinator, Christobelle Ashton (center left) and PADF
Director of Disaster Management, Liza Mantilla (left).

As a member of the Group of Friends, PADF

mobilized the network after Tropical Storm Erika

passed through and caused extensive damage

on the island nation of Dominica in late August

2015. In response, PADF liaised with the OAS,

Ambassador of Dominica to the OAS and the

U.S., H.E. Hubert J. Charles, the Inter-American

Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA),

and the Dominica Office of Disaster Management

(ODM). As a result, PADF has designed an early

recovery strategy focused on revitalizing the

agricultural sector and strengthening emergency

preparedness mechanisms for implementation in 2016.

In addition, after the devastation incurred by Hurricane

Joaquin in The Bahamas in late September 2015, PADF worked

closely with The Embassy of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas,

The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), and The Pan American
Health Organization (PAHO), to design an early recovery strategy to be implemented in early 2016.

PADFE Taiwan Junior Diplomatic Fellowship Program

PADF Taiwan Junior Diplomatic Fellow: Yu-Ju (Yolanda) Cheng

Yu-Ju (Yolanda) Cheng joined PADEF in September as a diplomatic fellow under the Taiwan PADF Agreement.
Since September 2015, Ms. Cheng has been supporting the Disaster Management team, playing a crucial role

in assisting project implementation in Central America and the Caribbean, reporting on deliverables, and
providing overall support to the team. Through the experience, Ms. Cheng has deepened her knowledge and
understanding of technical areas such as DRR and CCA. She has also been exposed to how leading international
organizations such as PADF operate in the LAC region.

PADF also learned valuable lessons from Ms. Cheng, with her background in International Relations and
expertise in diplomacy, she has contributed significantly to projects in the field. Ms. Cheng was able to
accompany PADF Disaster Management staff to SVG in October 2015 to support project monitoring activities.
Ms. Cheng also significantly supported the organization and implementation of the Graduation Ceremony
under the Resilient Livelihoods project in SVG. Her participation in the organization of the event, and
coordination with the Taiwanese Embassy in SVG, was instrumental to the overall success of the ceremony.

Ms. Cheng comes to PADF fromm MOFA, where she has been working since July 2013. Prior to her work at MOEA,
she participated in the MOFA Youth Ambassador's Program in El Salvador and The Solomon Islands. She studied
at National Taiwan University where she received her Bachelor's degree in Political Science and International
Relations. Lastly, as a true diplomat, Ms. Cheng is also trilingual and speaks Mandarin Chinese, English, and
Spanish.




