Work Plan of the CTI FoTC Group on Environmental Goods
Proposed by New Zealand and the United States 

At the CTI 3 this year, APEC economies agreed that further technical work would be useful in order to ensure timely and consistent implementation of APEC Leaders’ 2011 commitment to reduce applied tariffs on the list of environmental goods endorsed by Leaders in 2012.  
Economies further agreed to reconvene the Friends of the Chair Group on Environmental Goods on the margins of CTI 1 in 2015 to advance such technical work.  The following work plan is intended to guide the work of the FoTC on Environmental Goods. 

Objectives in 2014 and 2015
Objective #1:  Provide technical support to economies to assist them in their EGs list tariff reduction implementation efforts.
Proposed Action Item:  Develop implementation guidance that addresses:
· the customs “administrability” of all proposed ex-outs on the APEC EGs List, based on input from customs experts; and
· product scope-related issues economies should take into consideration as they prepare to implement their commitments, based on inputs from APEC environmental technology experts.
Objective #2:  Ensure transparency and sharing of information in the APEC Environmental Goods List commitment implementation process.
Proposed Action Item:  Economies to discuss their implementation plans, to be submitted by the 2015 MRT meeting, with fellow economies at the FoTC meeting.

Timeline for Activities/Deliverables
Early January 2015
Circulate a draft implementation guidance document on the APEC Environmental Goods List commitment for review and comment, including by trade policy and customs experts. 
January 23, 2015
Economies submit comments on the draft guidance document. 
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A one-and-a-half day FoTC on Environmental Goods will be held on the margins of CTI I. This will be a detailed discussion on the technical issues involved in the implementation of the Environmental Goods commitment. A revised implementation guidance document will be circulated for discussion at this meeting. Economies will also discuss their domestic implementation plans and preparations.  
May 2015 – MRT Meeting
Economies submit detailed implementation plans that outline 1) the legislative or executive authority to be used to make the necessary tariff reductions, and 2) the tariff lines on which applied tariffs will be reduced to five percent or less for each of the 54 EGs List subheadings.
November 2015 – Leaders Meeting
All APEC EGs List tariff reduction commitments are implemented.  
