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Environmental 

 

Social 

 

Economic 

 

Governance 

 

 Climate change 

 Population growth 

 Globalisation of economy & associated dependencies 

 Technological developments 

 Geo-political changes 

 Human mobility 

 Structural demographic change eg. ageing populations 

 Inequality and social tensions 

 Insecurity (eg. energy, food, water) 

 

Not just about technology – it means smart citizens, smart 

governance (not governments), etc, too! 
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1.    Leadership and Governance - is it well-managed, inclusive, fair? 

2. Local Character - does it have a distinctive sense of place, identity & cultural 

resonance? 

3. Amenity - is it an attractive, safe & enticing place for people to live, work and play 

4. Commercial Success & Viability - does it provide a conducive environment for wealth 

creation & distribution, and the maintenance & improvement of its urban environment? 

5. Environmental Sustainability - does it show & promote environmental sustainability? 

6. Community, Health and Wellbeing - does it show & promote civic behaviour, social 

cohesion, health & wellbeing? 

7. Connectivity - does it provide physical and ICT-based access options to a range of 

urban services? 

ie. which cities are dealing with ‘smart city’ 

challenges the best? 
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Lyon: Les Berges du Rhône  
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Les Berges du Rhône – climate resilience + reclaiming citizen realm 
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Lyons - Les Berges du Rhône 

Les Berges du Rhône – permanent + ‘meanwhile’ uses 
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Lyons - Les Berges du Rhône 

Les Berges du Rhône - climatic + ecological intervention 
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Freiberg, Germany: Vauban sustainable brownfield urban extension  



 NEW WAYS AND TOOLS 
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Lisbon:  new Development Permit system 

o 2012 Masterplan identified 

11 priority investment 

areas 
 

o credits can be transferred 

from  original location to 1 of 

priority areas 

 

o credit value can be 

increased  by 20% for 

consistent good 

performance 

 

o credits can now be traded 
→ new commodity market 
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Malmo:  value-based planning 
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Antwerp:  Urban Acupuncture 

Antwerp -  small-scale interventions in priority neighbourhoods 
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Antwerp - capacity-building education & local economy 
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Antwerp – quality spaces for maximised economic return 



 GOVERNANCE & STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP 
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Marseille – strategic clarity  

o multi-level 10-year Plan + funding 

agreed by law 

 

o limited  strategic priorities eg. 

Euromediterraneé, Capital of 

Culture 2013 

 

o early community engagement - 

“ma ville...” 
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Marseille - partnership and priority clarity  
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Bordeaux-Euratlatique: public transport/ space-led structure for investment  
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the Oresund Region: from solitary city to collaborative conurbation 

  



 SOCIAL EMPOWERMENT 
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Lisbon:  Participatory Budgeting 

since 2008 has committed 5.4% of 

investment budget (approx. 5m Euros) 

 
Spring:  citizen proposals put forward 

 

Spring/summer:  technical assessment of 

proposals, then provisional list published 

 

Summer:  public clarification/ challenge period 

 

Autumn:  public vote on confirmed shortlist 

 

Winter:  decision & public presentations of 

winning projects 
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Rotterdam:  the Living Laboratory 

current AoU European City of the Year 
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Rotterdam: ‘I Make Rotterdam’ Luchtsingel pedestrian bridge 



 SOCIAL EMPOWERMENT #2 

Kerri Farnsworth, Academy of Urbanism INTA Congress 38 

Tallinn, January 2015 

Rotterdam: ‘I Make Rotterdam’ Luchtsingel 
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