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Visiting academics research on Hakka community

Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS) Deputy Dean (R&D and Postgraduate Programmes) Assoc Prof Dr Wong Wun Bin led a delegation
comprising two visiting academics and two research assistants to Ipoh from 28 to 29 August 2014 to conduct research on the Hakka
community.

The visiting academics were Assoc Prof Dr Pan Mei Lin from the Department of Humanities and Social Science of National Chiao Tung
University (NCTU), Taiwan and Dr Zhong DaRong from Huagiao University Institute of Overseas Chinese.

The two-day field trip saw the delegates visiting the Perak Ka Yin Association on the first day where they were cordially received by
representatives of the Hakka association and introduced to the history of the decade-old association and were shown several historical
items.

“The Hakka community has been a driving force behind the tin-mining industry in the Kinta district in the past and it will be fascinating to
study about them and their contribution to Chinese education,” said Dr Wong, who added that there are at least five roads in Ipoh named
after Hakka community leaders, which is a testament to their prominence and influence. “Much should be done now to allow the younger
generation to learn more about the forgotten tin mining history through preservation and conservation projects,” he continued.

Dr Wong addressing the representatives at the Perak Ka Yin Association

Dr Pan also gave a short discourse titled “National Policy and Property of Hakka Ethnic in Taiwan” to the members of the Hakka association
by illustrating how closely national policy and the development as well as changes of the industry influence each other. “The Hakka migrants
who went to Taiwan towards the end of the 19th century were mostly concentrated at mountainous areas in the northern region, and they
slowly moved to the eastern and southern region due to the camphor industry; very much like the Hakka community in Malaysia who were
mostly located at the Kinta district because of tin mining activities,” said Dr Pan, who further explained that Taiwan’s national policy impacted
the cultural and economic transformation of the Hakka community, rendering them the pioneers of the forest industry and kick started the
homegrown cultural festivals such as the “Hakka Tung Blossom Festival’.
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Dr Pan presenting her lecture

Dr Wong presenting souvenir to Perak Ka Yin Association Vice President Dato’ Hew Choy Kon (second from left) while its representative
and Honourary President Chin Kee Sam look on

Other age-old places visited by the delegates on the following day included SJK (C ) Min Tet Ipoh which was started by the Perak Kah Yin
Association in 1912, “Han Chin Pet Soo”, a former Hakka tin miners’ clubhouse built in 1893, the 79-year-old Perak Chinese Mining
Association, the century-old Paloh Koo Miu Temple built by Hakka leaders Leong Fee and Yau Tet Shin, and the Perak Hakka Association

founded in 1941, where fruitful discussions were held to spark potential collaboration on research and projects about the Hakka community
in Ipoh.

Dr Pan is the fourth visiting professor to UTAR from NCTU this year after Assoc Prof Dr Lo Lieh-Shih and Dr Ko Chao-Ching from the
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, and Dr Lin Chong-Wey from the Department of Communications and Technology.



(From left) Dr Zhong, Dr Wong and Dr Pan at the Perak Chinese Mining Association
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Dr Wong (most right) interviewing a Paloh Koo Miu Temple committee member about the temple’s history and the intricate architectural
designs
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Dr Pan (in red sweater) and Dr Wong (third from right) receiving a decade-old book about the establishment of the Perak Hakka Association
from its President Kew Chin Fah
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