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To: Taipei National University of the Arts

From: Randy Finch

Date: May 25", 2014

Re: Cross Strait Film School Film Competition

| was honored to travel to Beijing as part of the
& Taipei National University of the Arts contingent
| at the Cross-Strait Film School Film Competition
held at the Beijing Film Academy from May 11-
16th, 2014.

President Zhang Hui-jun gave the keynote to that
festival on Monday morning May 11th. What
unfolded thereafter was a very well-organized
regional student film competition. | was privileged to act as a judge.

The film were of a very high quality.

Over the next 5 days, | was especially struck by the acting in the Taiwanese and
mainland films.

In addition to screening films from the Hong Kong Academy for the Performing
Arts, Taipei National University of the Arts, and the Beijing Film Academy, | was
able to meet with a variety of students and professors. For example, during
dinners, | was able to talk with Professor Huang Yingxia, Dean of the Graduate
School at Beijing Film Academy, and the Director of the International School,
Professor Sun Xin. These gracious hosts answered my (endless?) questions and
put up with my (tiresome?) lack of Chinese.

e

- 2

| also spoke briefly to Professor Xie Fei, a world-renowned film director and the
former vice president of the Beijing Film Academy. He expressed interest in the
graduate program where | had served as director in the US. At the University of
Central Florida, MFA candidates in film make feature length micro-budget films.
The Beijing Film Academy is in the process of starting a similar program. At

Professor Xie's request, | shared a handbook that | had helped to draft to guide


http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-tB4PpTgX9so/U3hmbcccTNI/AAAAAAAAGBQ/j7DhPdrSJsg/s1600/2014-05-16+13.46.08-1.jpg�
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-kpvuI1WeSDc/U3hmqTct1pI/AAAAAAAAGBY/bQdzzg92mLY/s1600/2014-05-16+15.09.17.jpg�
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-YAfpwslnJ_A/U3hnL8dIYWI/AAAAAAAAGBg/HfA_cafggkI/s1600/2014-05-16+15.22.17.jpg�

faculty thesis advisors through the process of conforming a feature film’s
production to academic benchmarks. This sort of academic exchange, sharing
the insights earned by one academic program with colleagues from another
region, seems to be a key benefit of traveling tov a school far away from home.

| was fascinated to learn that the Beijing Film Academy is offering a PhD program
for cinematographers. And | didn’t realize that students could study still
photography and major in acting there as well.

My gratitude to Professor Lee Daw-Ming for his patient translation and
explanations. The insights into how these schools train their students, and the
opportunity for the students and faculty to discuss and compare each other’s
work, was very valuable and deeply appreciated.

10
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