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B R Ambedkar and Caste in India:
World View from Anthropology at Columbia University®

David Blundell
National Chengchi University

South Asian Studies Association (SASA)
8th Conference, Westminster College
Salt Lake City, 11th-13th April 2014

Abstract

This paper introduces B R Ambedkar’s ethnology paper “Castes in India: Their
Mechanism, Genesis and Development” presented at Columbia University, 1916. It
was on the anthropology of caste in India. His thoughts were about caste as illustrated
by his reflections on academic reasoning and definitions of the time. B R Ambedkar’s
motivation to research caste derived from his own experiences being an “untouchable”
born in India, 1891. He argued that vast populations in India suffered from an
endogamous caste system — therefore caste origins should be explored and rationally
understood.

After matriculating from college in Bombay, India, the State of Baroda gave
him a scholarship for up to three years. On July 29th, 1913, Bhimrao arrived in New
York and was admitted to Columbia University. In 1916, this young student from

India, B R Ambedkar, enrolled in the Columbia University ethnology seminar offered

! This paper is for the South Asian Studies Association (SASA) 8th Conference at Westminster
College, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA, April 11th-13th, 2014. Panel session - B R Ambedkar entering
Columbia University and His Legacy. This SASA panel is to commemorate B R Ambedkar’s arrival

in New York for a higher education and to discuss his subsequent legacy.



by Alexander Goldenweiser (1880-1940). The Columbia University anthropology
tradition formed a comprehensively professional discipline influencing B R
Ambedkar in his long-term understanding the variability and development of
humanity, past, present, and future.

Keywords: India, B R Ambedkar, endogamous caste system, anthropology, Columbia
University, ethnology seminar, development of humanity
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SASA VIII
APRIL11-13,2014
WESTMINSTER COLLEGE, SALT LAKE CITY

THE SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION

UNDERSTANDING SOUTH ASIA'S CULTURES, HISTORIES, ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES




Friday, April 11:
4:30 —7:30 pm

Saturday, April 12:
9:00 — 10:00 am

10:00 — 10:30 am

10:30 am — 12:00 noon
12:00 — 1:30 pm

2:00 - 3:30 pm

3:30 —4:00 pm

4:00 - 5:30 pm

6:00 — 7:30 pm

Sunday, April 13:
8:30 —10:00 am
10:00 — 10:15 am
10:15-11:45 am
11:45 am — 1:15 pm
1:30 - 3:00 pm

SASA VIII

Westminster College, Salt Lake City
Program Schedule

Welcome Reception

Opening Plenary (Speaker: Paul Brass)
Network Coffee Break

Panel 1 (3 concurrent sessions)

Luncheon (Speaker: Nushin Arbabzadah)
Panel 2 (3 concurrent sessions)

Network Coffee Break

Panel 3 (2 sessions and one film screening)
Banquet (Speakers: SASA honorees)

Panel 4 (3 concurrent sessions)

Network Coffee Break

Panel 5 (2 sessions and one film screening)
Luncheon (Speaker: Christopher Queen)
Panel 6 (3 concurrent sessions)

Adjourn!
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Friday, April 11t

4:30 - 7:30 pm — Welcome Reception

Special Events Room Welcome, introductions, and cultural program by
Group dances presented by Nepalese Association of
Utah. Snacks & soft drinks served

Saturday, April 12t

9:00 — 10:00 am - Opening Plenary

Speaker: Paul Brass, Professor Emeritus, University of Washington
Gore Auditorium 112 Criminalization of Politics in North India

Gore Auditorium 112

10:30 am - 12:00 noon SASA Concurrent Session 1

Panel 1A: Art, Culture, Ritual, and Power: Gore Chair: William Richter
Cross-Cultural Explorations 107 Kansas State University
wrichter@ksu.edu
Purnima Mehta Bhatt, Hood College Rethinking and re“visioning” the African presence in India:
bhatt@hood.edu Perspectives from art and architecture

Julie Alary Lavallée, Université de Montréal Hierarchy and the Cult of the Artist: 20th Century Indian

alery@yahoo.com Painting and Christie’s Inaugural Auction in India
Sagarika Sripalee, Independent Scholar A few character performances in 'kolam' and ‘sokari' -
sagarath@yahoo.com.sg Exploring the Sinhalese folk plays in Sri Lanka

Nicole Karapanagiotis, Georgia Southern U. The Efficient Ritualist: Hindu Cyber-Ritual and Devotional
nkarapanagiotis@georgiasouthern.edu Texts

Panel 1B: New Research on Indian Gore Chair: Bradley Clough
Mahayana Buddhism 133 The University of Montana
bradley.clough@mso.umt.edu
Bradley Clough, The U. of Montana Mediation as Miraculous: The Perfection of Dhyana in Indian
bradley.clough@mso.umt.edu Mahayana Buddhist Texts
Christian Haskett, Centre College Self-reference and self-acclaim in major Mahayana siitras

christian.haskett@centre.edu

Joseph Walser, Tufts U. How did Perfection of Wisdom become Emptiness?
Joseph.Walser@tufts.edu

Jason McCombs, UCLA A New Buddhist Text and a Shift away from Early Mahayana
jasonmccombs@ucla.edu
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Panel 1C: Imagination and Social Reality in Gore Chair: Alan Johnson

the Indian Context 205 Idaho State University
johnala2@isu.edu
Alan Johnson, Idaho State U. Gender, Outlaws, and Landscapes in Indian and American
johnala2@isu.edu Imaginaries

Jennifer Koester, Cornell U.

ilk353@cornell.edu Producing “Indianness”

Stephanie Honchell, Ohio State U.
honchell. 4@osu.edu The Story of A Drunken Mughal

12:00 noon - 1:30 pm - Luncheon

Speaker: Nushin Arbabzadah, Journalist, Author & Visiting Scholar, UCLA
Gore Media in Afghanistan and the key narratives that reveal

Auditorium 112 | Afghan's relationship with the United States

2:00 — 3:30 pm SASA Concurrent Session 2

Panel 2A: Epics of South Asia Gore | Chair: Veena Howard
107 University of San Diego
veenahoward@msn.com

Marco Ferrante, Austrian Academy of A city ruled by a villain or by a lawful king? A short note on the
Sciences, Austria description of Lankd in Ramdayana’s Sundarakanda
Marco.Ferrante@oeaw.ac.at

Rajnish Dhawan, UFV, Canada Heroes in Limbo--A comparative study of the heroic and the
rajnish.dhawan@ufv.ca un-heroic in the Iliad and the Mahabharata

Veena Howard, U. of San Diego Rethinking the Presence of Goddess Amba through the
veenahoward@msn.com Narrative of Amba in the Mahabharata

Panel 2B: Identity, Indigenization & Class Gore | Chair: William Vanderbok

133 President, SASA

wvanderbok@gmail.com

William L. Richter and Linda K. Richter, Persistent Princely India
Kansas State U.
wrichter@ksu.edu

John Paul, Fitchburg State U. Indigenization of the Western Medical Profession in the
jpaul@fitchburgstate.edu Nineteenth Century southern India
Geoffrey Cook, Independent Scholar History Economy and Class Marxist to Subaltern

geoffrey.cook@sbcglobal.net

Roundtable Session (Panel 2C): Speaking in Gore | Chair: Ranjan Adiga

Tongues: English and the Vernaculars 205 | Westminster College
radiga@westminstercollege.edu

William Palomo, Westminster College Combatting Discourses
wepl1029@westminstercollege.edu

Natnaree Harnmaythee, Westminster College Right Where I Belong
nh0307@westminstercollege.edu

—
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Pratik Raghu, Westminster College Indian Boy, British School, Malaysian Nation: Critically
pr0930@westminstercollege.edu Contextualizing my Sociolinguistic Tug-of-War

3:30 — 4:00 pm - Network Coffee Break |

Gore Audiforum 112, .

4:00 - 5:30 pm SASA Concurrent Session 3 \

Panel 3A: Negotiating Tradition: Nepali Gore | Chair: Deepak Shimkhada
Contemporary Artists Respond 107 Claremont Lincoln University
dshimkhada@gmail.com
Maureen Drdak, Independent Scholar & Visual Attist ~ “The Prakriti Project”’; Materiality, Eternality, and Form in
maureen@maureendrdak.com Contemporary Art Practice in Nepal
Deepak Shimkhada, Claremont Lincoln U. Sacred Art Comes to the Bedroom
dshimkhada@gmail.com
Binod Shrestha, U. of Wisconsin La Crosse Intimacy, Distance, and the Transience of Memory in Art
binod@binodshrestha.net Production
Kathryn Hagy, Mount Mercy U. “Namaste Nepal”: Tracing the Continuum from Traditional
khagy@mtmercy.edu Arts to Postmodernism in Nepali Contemporary Art
Panel 3B: Buddhism, Identity, and Search for Gore | Chair: Joe Pellegrino
Freedom: Modern Debates 133 Georgia Southern University
joe.pellegrino@gmail.com
Wijitha Bandara, Salt Lake Comm. College Buddhist Identity and Inter Monastic Debates in 19th Century
wijitha.bandara@slcc.edu Sri Lanka
Laurence R. Simon, Brandeis U. The Reclamation of Human Personality: Bhimrao Ramji
simon@brandeis.edu Ambedkar and Paulo Freire in comparative perspective
Chipamong Chowdhury, U. of Tartu, Continuity and Discontinuity: the Marma Buddhists and new
Estonia religious movement in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (Bangladesh)
chidhamma@gmail.com
Film Screening: Kamakha: Through Prayerful | Gore | Chair: Indira Athawale
Eyes 205 RNC Arts College, India
indira.athawale@gmail.com
Aparna Sharma, UCLA
Department of World Arts and Cultures/ Dance
a.sharma@arts.ucla.edu

6:00 - 7:30 am - Banquet (Speakers: SASA Honorees)
Gore Auditorium 112 | Buffet dinner
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Sunday, April 13th

8:30 — 10:00 am SASA Concurrent Session 4

Panel 4A: B R Ambedkar and his Legacy Gore Chair: Chris Queen
133 Harvard University
christopher_queen@harvard.edu
David Blundell, National Chengchi U., Taiwan B R Ambedkar and Caste in India:

navaloka@gmail.com World View from Anthropology at Columbia University

Indira Athawale, RNC Arts College, India Ambedkareite Feminism
indira.athawale@gmail.com

Christopher Queen, Harvard U. What Ambedkar Learned from Dewey: Centennial Reflections
christopher_queen@harvard.edu on the Columbia Years, 1913-1916

Raju Kamble, Independent Scholar Dr.B.R.Ambedkar — Greatest Indian of 20™ Century
rdk6970@gmail.com

Panel 4B: Bodies, Emotions, and Narratives | Gore Chair: Purnima Bhatt

297 Hood College
bhatt@hood.edu

Ross Freedenberg, Syracuse U. The Two Legal Bodies: Indian Indenture, Anthropology, and
refreede@syr.edu the Law in Nineteenth Century British Guiana

Muhammad Safeer, International Islamic U, Anger, Apathy and Empathy in the Stories of 1971

Pakistan.

safeer.awan@iiu.edu.pk

Sushumna Kannan, San Diego State U. The role of women in three Hindu texts
sushumnaa@gmail.com
Case Study of Shri Lakshmi Narayan Mandir Through the Lens
Jamie Mills, Claremont Lincoln U. of a Hindu Devotee
jamie-mills@outlook.com

Panel 4C: Infusions of Horizons: War, Trade, | Gore | Chair: Lynn Ate

and Conflict 298 Washington State University
lynn_ate@wsu.edu

Pradeep S. Mehta, CUTS International, India Reforming Trade Barriers in South Asia: Case for a
psm@cuts.org Participatory Approach

Taj Hashmi, Austin Peay State U. Trying “War Criminals” in Bangladesh: The Politics, Bias and
taj_hashmi@hotmail.com Controversies

Vashishtha Doshi, JKSIS, U. of Denver The Kashmir Conflict through the Lens of Realism: Analyzing
vashdoshi@gmail.com India-Pakistan Treaties

Murad Ali, U. of Malakand, Pakistan Is underdevelopment is the sole cause of extremism? Exploring
ma_hardyl@yahoo.com multiple dynamics behind religious militancy in Swat, Pakistan

10:00-10:15 am - Network Coffee Break

Gore Avditorivomii2 |

~
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10:15 = 11:45 am SASA Concurrent Session 5

Panel 5A: Knowledge Exchange through Gore | Chair: Muthusami Kumaran
Study Abroad Programs in S. Asia 133 | University of Florida
kumaran7@gmail.com
Shobha Hamal Gurung, Southern Utah U. Southern Utah University Study Abroad in Nepal: Experiential
gurung@suu.edu Learning and Global Civic Citizenship
Shane Brant, Meskerem Tadesse & Shaun Cultural, Social, and Political Differences between South Asia
Wright, Southern Utah U. and the United States: Field Research from SUU's AKD Study
imshanelawlz@gmail.com Abroad
Muthusami Kumaran, U. of Florida Establishing transformative learning experience for American
kumaran7@gmail.com students through study abroad programs in India: Opportunities
and challenges
Panel 5B: Narratives, Devotional Poetry, and | Gore | Chair: David Blundell
Fiction: Tracing the Divine 227 | National Chengchi University
navaloka@gmail.com
Lynn Ate, Washington State U. Rants against God: are negative sentiments valid expressions of
lynn_ate@wsu.edu devotion in Tamil bhakti literature?
Biplab Chakraborty, U of Calcutta, India South Asian Poetry and style of *'Lokaabharani’ as socio-
biplab_chak2000@yahoo.com cultural narration

Zahi%zaog{ahemtu:jla, NYU, Abu Dhabi Tracing the Small Things: The Way We Feel History in The
2r308@nyu.edu God of Small Things

Film Screening: Bhunda in our Culture Gore228 | Chair: Ranjan Adiga
Westminster College
radiga@westminstercollege.edu

Kuldeep Singh, Himachal Pradesh U., India
kuldeepsinghiihs@gmail.com

11:45am-1:15 pm - Luncheon

Speaker: Chris Queen, Professor, Harvard University
Gore Ambedkar Now! Arundhati Roy’s The Doctor and the Saint: Its
Auditorium 112 | reception in the press, the academy, and on the street

1:30 - 3:00 pm SASA Concurrent Session 6

Panel 6A: Iconography, Ritual, and Gore | Chair: Veena Howard

Narrative: From Sacred Space to Market 133 | University of San Diego

Place veenahoward@msn.com

Naseem A. Banerji, Weber State U. Basavannacharya’s Virasaivism and its Impact on Multi-Shrined
nbanerji@weber.edu Shiva Temples of Medieval Karnataka, India.

Mujeeb Ahmad, International Islamic U, Occidentalism in Modern South Asia: Case study of Fatawa

Pakistan. Literature

mahmadphdbarelwi@yahoo.com

R. Jeremy Saul, U. of Michigan When Urban Merchants Became Devotees of Rural Gods: A
rjsaul@umich.edu
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Modern Story

Panel 6B: Motherland: Female, Bodies, Gore | Chair: John Paul

Health, & Empire

297 Fitchburg State University
jpaul@fitchburgstate.edu

Nita Verma Prasad, Quinnipiac U.
nita.prasad@quinnipiac.edu

Balkrishan Shivram, Government College,
Shimla, India

bkshivram@rediffmail.com

Tracy Sachs, Loyola Marymount U.
tsachs@lion.Imu.edu

Rama Cousik, IPFW

British Bodies, Native Bodies: Imperial Medicine and the
Treatment of Women in India, 1890-1930

Wet Nurses of Imperial Mughal

Experiencing the Mundane as Mystical in the Upanisads: A
Pragmatic Approach to a Global Food and Health Crisis

Pregnancy and Childbirth Practices among Immigrant Women

cousikr@ipfw.edu from India: Towards a Preventive Agenda
Panel 6C: Education and Civilization: A Gore | Chair: Biplab Chakraborty
Cross-Cultural Perspective of South Asia 228 University of Calcutta, India
biplab_chak2000@yahoo.com

David Blundell, National Chengchi U., Taiwan
navaloka@gmail.com

Amy Moyer and Jill Sperandio, Lehigh U.
als207@]lehigh.edu

Dinithi Wijesuriya, U. of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka
dinithiws@yahoo.com

Sethu Kumanan, Sethu Bhaskara Schools, India
sethukumanan@yahoo.in

Metropolitan Ascent of Southern Asia: Dharma Civilization
and Austronesian Navigation

Opportunities in teacher education: A cross-case analysis from
Bangladesh

Vaddhas in transition : With special reference to Dambana
Vaddha Village in Sri Lanka

Education for visually challenged children in India
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