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National Chiao Tung University and the Open Education Movement

National Chiao Tung University (NCTU) in Taiwan always believes that educational resources, instead of
being the privilege of a small amount of students, should be available to more people. Therefore, National

Chiao Tung University always stays at the firont line to promote open education in Chinese communities.

In 2007, National Chiao Tung University established the first university-led Chinese OpenCourseWare
(OCW) website and became the first university in Chinese communities to join the OpenCourseWare
Consortium (QCWC). Since then, National Chiao Tung University continues to produce outstanding
video lectures with complete course materials. Within six years, around 150 video courses have been
made available. NCTU OCW website has averagely 65,000 visits and 410,000 total page views per month,
along with a total of 300,000 users from all over the world every year. Our course videos are also the

most frequently uploaded university course videos onto Youku, the largest video hosting site in China.

In 2009, National Chiao Tung University initiated the foundation of the Taiwan OpenCourseWare
Consortium (TOCWC). Now, TOCWC has 26 university members, which amount to more than 15%6 of
the universities in Taiwan, including top universities such as National Taiwan University, National Tsing
Hua University, and National Cheng Kung University. The consortium offers more than 1,000 courses in
total, with 80%6 of which are video courses. The OCW websites of the consortium members attract more
than 150,000 users in total per month.

Due to our long-term devoation to open education, National Chiao Tung University became aware that the
infrastructure for the development of the massive open online courses (MOOCs) had matured at the
beginning of 2012, and started paying attention to related developments in other countries. Later, with the
establishment of Coursera and edX, we realized that we need to take actions in Chinese communities.
Thus, in Sep. 2012, five Chiao Tung Universities in mainland China and Taiwan (Shanghai Jiao Tong
University, Xi’An Jiactong University, Soutthwest Jiaotong University, Beijing Jiaotong University, and
National Chiao Tung University) discussed the possibility of collaborating on a Chinese MOOC platform.
This concept immediately gained the approval of all five universities, and the construction of the platform
was started in early 2013. After six-month’s hard working, “ewant” platform (http://www.ewant.org) was
finally made public in September, 2013. This is the first MOOC platform designed and constructed by
Chinese for Chinese. By the end of this year, “ewant” will offer roughly 10 courses provided by the five
Chiao Tung Universities. Next year (2014), we will invite more universities in Hong Kong, mainland
China, Taiwan, and the U.S. to provide at least 50 courses.

We welcome universities that are willing to contribute to the open education movement. Qur goal is to let
more people obtain free and high quality educational resources, thereby step closer to realizing Confucius’
ideal “education for all.
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