SUB-COMMITTEE ON CUSTOMS PROCEDURES

SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING I

February 9-11, 2012

Moscow, The Russian Federation

Agenda Item #1: Opening Remarks

· The Chair opened the first Meeting of the Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures in 2012.

Agenda Item #2: Adoption of the Agenda

· The SCCP adopted the agenda for the first meeting in 2012.

Agenda Item #3: Comments from the CTI Chair
· The CTI Chair provided remarks on the progress within CTI in 2011.

· The CTI Chair identified their three priorities: regional economic integration, green growth, and regulatory cooperation and convergence.  The CTI Chair noted their work on Customs-related issues, such as: enhancing the participation of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SME), facilitating global supply chain, and promoting innovating policy.

Agenda Item #4: Report on 2011 Outcomes 
· APEC Secretariat briefly introduced the circulated material on 2011 outcomes.

Agenda Item #5: Official Photograph
· The SCCP members participated in the official photograph.

· Chair of the APEC Organization Committee, Mr. Sorokin made the open remarks to the First SCCP Meeting participants.

Agenda Item #6: Issues raised by Colombia
· Colombia made presentations about basic information on Colombian economy, Prospects for the Colombian Single Window for Foreign Trade (VUCE): Management Risk System for VUCE and Simultaneous Inspection of Merchandise, and Implementation of the Authorized Economic Operator.
· Colombia additionally shared its experience on the use of digital certificate of origin and the information on the standard used in her Single Window system with SCCP members.
· United States noted its interest in working with Colombia on possible MRA on AEO in the future.
Agenda Item #7: Supply-Chain Connectivity Framework
· United States provided updates on CTI-level initiatives under the Supply Chain Connectivity Framework that have a nexus to customs, namely the U.S. proposal to advance the Action Plan for Chokepoint 1 and the U.S. proposal for a De Minimis Capacity Building program. 

Agenda Item #8: Single Window
· Chinese Taipei reported the outcomes of 2011 a Regional Workshop on Single Window  held in Taipei in October, 2011 

· Japan announced its intention to hold a second workshop on Single Window in 2012.

· Malaysia offered Akmal in Malacca as the venue of the Workshop.
· Chinese Taipei, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru as well as Malaysia supported the new Workshop and in the case of Peru offered speakers for this Workshop.
· World Customs Organization (WCO) introduced its compendium on Single Window and called interested economies to submit case studies in order to further develop a compendium. WCO noted that compendium should be used in capacity building. 
· Chinese Taipei and Japan introduced the work of ECSG, and hoped a representative from ECSG would make a presentation in the SCCP2 for the first step of further collaboration on developing Single Window.

· Chinese Taipei referred to the possibility to hold a joint meeting with ECSG in the next SOM2 meeting. The Chair made comments on the idea that it should be decided after examining whether the two fora had a common interest to do so.
· Thailand asked for identification and information from economies for Single Window.
· SCCP confirmed the necessity and effectiveness to continue holding of Single Window Workshops in future.

Agenda Item#9: Authorized Economic Operator (AEO)

· United States recapped discussions and decisions on AEO and received feedback on the papers presented and next steps.

· United States showed its willingness to explore holding a workshop in collaboration with WCO and Multilateral Development Banks to implement the AEO Action Plan, including the Capacity Building Framework. 

· Japan supported the US proposal and showed its interest in developing capacity building projects on MRA on AEO, which are consistent with WCO SAFE Framework of standards.

· Thailand requested the developed economies in APEC to enhance AEO benefits so as to encourage the developing economies in the implementation of AEO.

· WCO introduced its compendium on AEO and pointed out the number of MRAs was growing.

· Korea made a presentation on the research project on the effectiveness of the AEO MRA. 

· Korea and WCO invited the economies to participate at the WCO AEO Global Conference which would be held on 17-19 April 2012 in Seoul. 
Agenda Item #10: Intellectual Property Rights
· Russia made a presentation on the Russian Customs Protecting IPR-Legislation and Practice, which covered border protection legislation, IPR protection procedure, the customs register of IPR objects, risk assessment, international customs cooperation on IPR in APEC, short-term priorities for national projects and international projects, and future changes of the law for the better IPR protection.

· Hong Kong, China explained the developments of the APEC Guidelines for Customs Border Enforcement of Counterfeiting & Piracy.

· Japan proposed a new CAP item on IPR border enforcement, and explained its 3 step components with the target timeline for completion. Japan asked the SCCP members to check the check-list, which will be circulated intersessionally, to reflect the improvement made by each economy. Japan showed its intention to hold a workshop or a seminar, or to conduct a case study for the purpose of capacity building and the new CAP. 

· WCO mentioned that a capacity building activities that were organized within APEC in 2012. WCO also encouraged SCCP members to utilize its training and capacity building capabilities. WCO introduced IPM program which is the new tool for information sharing between right holders and customs administrations, and encouraged economies to join it. Japan suggested discussing the utilization of the IPM would be valuable for SCCP members.
· Chinese Taipei, non-member of WCO, asked WCO for the chance to join the WCO programs in the capacity of observer to protect IPR. WCO Secretariat and its members will consider the request.

· SCCP approved the Japan's proposal for a new CAP item on IPR border enforcement.

· United States noted an interest within the SCCP economies to pursue additional enforcement activities within APEC, including conducting additional enforcement operations within APEC. United States mentioned that based on success of the previous enforcement operations within APEC, US is developing a proposal for additional enforcement activities and plans to distribute the proposal intersessionally or at the next SCCP Meeting.
Agenda item: Trade Recovery
· United States made a presentation on APEC Trade Recovery Communication System. 

· SCCP approved to support the proposal on APEC Trade Recovery Communication System and continue to discuss intersessionally and decide in the next SCCP meeting who would participate in the virtual management group from SCCP.  

· WCO introduced the two annexes of EEIs mentioned in the US presentation and its newly developed web page on trade recovery and disaster relief issues.

· WCO also announced a regional workshop to be held in May, 2012, in Bangkok, Thailand. It will be organized in cooperation with the UN, Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent and will engage all relevant parties in disaster relief and trade recovery.  

Agenda item #11: Information Technology & Risk Management

· Russia made a presentation on common automated information system of the Russian Federation customs.

· Russia made a presentation on priority areas of Russian Federation customs advanced activity.

· Russia made a presentation on the radiation control. 

· WCO announced that 2012 WCO Technology and Innovation Forum would be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 6-9 March. WCO also announced an annual conference, 2012 WCO IT Conference and Exhibition will be held in Tallinn, Estonia, on 6-8 June, 2012. WCO encouraged the economies to participate in both events.
· Australia made a presentation on Risk Management, Australian Perspective including Risk Based Approach to Cargo Intervention.
· In order to increase efficiency of economies in the implementation of the risk based approach, Thailand proposed to enhance the cooperation on this key issue among economies.

· Indonesia proposed the possibility in establishing an APEC SCCP initiative in combating illicit drugs, precursors and narcotics.
Agenda Item #12: Cross-Fora Collaboration
· United States provided an update on the following cross-fora collaborative efforts between the SCCP and (1) the Business Mobility Group (BMG) and (2) the Counterterrorism Task Force (CTTF):

· Results of joint activity with the BMG regarding interagency collaboration at the border, specifically the development of a joint tool to guide interagency border management. Canada supported the development of the tool and offered to make a presentation on the key concepts of coordinated border management at SCCP2.   
· Collaboration with CTTF and other fora on the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative and the APEC Counterterrorism Secure Trade Strategy.  

· The Chair commented that the SCCP would promote the Customs related issues in this project as much as possible.   

· The CTTF Chair, Ms. Anne Witkowski addressed the SCCP members regarding the CT/ST Strategy and Action Plans and identified 3 main pillars of Secure Trade: security, efficiency, resilience. 
· A representative from the SCSC reported on the Supply Chain Visibility (SCV) Project. 

Agenda Item #13: Customs-Business Partnership
· Based on concurrence during SCCP2 in San Francisco, the SCCP endorsed the US proposal to establish a virtual Customs-Business working group, with some amendments provided by some economies. The revised document will be circulated to the SCCP members very soon. Nominations of private sector entities that are involved in customs-business are requested within 4 weeks (16 March, 2012).
· SCCP Chair proposed to hold Customs –Business Dialogue on SOM2 in Kazan.

· WCO supported the initiative and nominated its officers to participate in the virtual Customs-Business partnership.

Agenda Item #14: Adoption of 2012 SCCP Work Program 
· The SCCP adopted the Work Program.
Agenda Item #15: Other Business
· Russia made a presentation on the Conference on Prospective Customs Technologies to be held in Vladivostok on 13-15 June 2012. 

· Russia made a presentation on the International Exhibition "Customs Service-2012" to be held in Moscow in October 2012.
· Canada made a brief presentation on Small and Medium -Sized Enterprises and reminded economies to provide links to the national Web-sites. 

· United States proposed two changes for TOR, namely, to reflect the institutionalization of ACBD, and the approved virtual Customs-Business working group. The Chair stated that these revisions would be discussed intersessionally and finalized in the next SCCP meeting.  
· United States presented the U.S. National Strategy for Global Supply Chain Security.

Agenda Item16: Adoption of the Report of the first Meeting of the SCCP in 2012 

· The SCCP adopted the Report of the first Meeting of the SCCP in 2012.

Agenda Item 17: Chair’s Closing Remarks 
· The Chair provided closing remarks to mark the conclusion the SCCP 1 2012 Plenary session.

