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We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future.

- Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum
500 W. US Hwy. 24.
Independence MO 64050
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/

| tried never to forget who | was and where I'd come from and where | was going back to.

- Harry S. Truman
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INTERPRETING HISTORY

The years of Harry Truman’s presidency are crowded with significant and
controversial events. No single, universally accepted account of this period
exists. Historians and non-experts alike bring a variety of perspectives to
the study of these momentous times. Sifting through the same evidence,
they often reach conflicting conclusions.

This exhibition presents one interpretation of the Truman presidency. There
are other ways of looking at the subjects presented here. As you visit the
galleries, you will encounter flip-books that highlight some of these
alternative views.

These differing viewpoints are reminders that the history of the Truman
years is not settled. It is constantly being disputed, reviewed and revised.
New research constantly emerges to challenge accepted facts and alter the
story. Much of this work is conducted here at the Truman Library.

The diverse voices in this exhibition also acknowledge an important truth:
History never speaks with one voice. It is always under debate —a
manuscript that is continually being revised, and is never complete.
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National Churchill Museum
501 Westminster Ave.
Fulton, MO 65251
http://www.churchillmemorial.org/Pages/default.aspx

The future is unknowable but the past should give us hope.

- Winston S. Churchill
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“From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriaric
an IRON CURTAIN has descended across the Continent.
Behind that line lie all the capitals of the ancient states
of Central and Eastern Europe.

saw; Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade,
Bucharest and Sofia, all these famous cities and
the populations around them lie in what I must call the
: Sphere, and all are subject in one form or another,
not only to Soviet influence but to a very high and, in
g measure of control from Moscow:”
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Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum
200 SE 4th Street

Abilene, KS 67410-2900
http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/

When you appeal to force, there's one thing you must never do - lose.

- Dwight D. Eisenhower
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KPI
J&ﬁﬁ'é‘ﬁiiﬂ K UEES > SR FL 57 ELNRE o 5T KA Elryl H Il A4 fy PSF- Safe File/ China, and Chiang Kai-shek » PSF- Diplomatic Correspondence / China -
J HELE VR A AR - AR T TR I

1.1 Alphabetical File

_ 1.2 Official File 1.4.1 Safe File
01 Central File 1.3 President’s Personal File (PPF) 1.4.2 Confidential File
1.4 President’s Secretary’s File (PSF) 1.4.3 Diplomatic Correspondence
White House 1.4.4 Departmental Correspondence

1.4.5 Subject File

02 Map Room Papers 2.1 Message sent or received by the President and by his immediate family and advisors.
2.2 Documents sent to the White House by the War or Navy Departments for the

President’s information.

01 Central File - President’s Secretary’s File (PSF) - Diplomatic Correspondence File / Safe File

R | FIE Y EH FIBF

PSF Diplomatic China 1933-36 World l‘l'lonetary and Economic Conference - Preliminary 170

Conversations at Washington - China

Manchuria Situation: Tientsin-Peiping Area — China’s Tentative to the

Powers
PSF Diplomatic China 1937 The Situation in the Far East (Telegram) 186
PSF Diplomatic China 1939-1940 Original Letter from General Chiang Kai-shek 157
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Letters are dated December I |, 1938 Extending Season’s Greeting and

referring in China

August 5,1938 Message from Navy Dept — Confidential In re-future

moves of Chiang Kai-shek

Memorandum of Yunnan and Burma Highway

Brief Report about Burma Road from J. M. McHUGH

Orriginal Letter from General Chiang Kai-shek and Dr. H.H. Kung to

President, etc.

PSF

Diplomatic China 1941

Orriginal Letter from General Chiang Kai-shek and Madame Chiang

(Personal Greetings)

Memorandum from Mr. Currie in report on General Situation in China

Aid for China under the Lease-lend Program

Memorandum for The President — Publicity in Connection with Air

Mission to China

Memorandum for The President — Chinese Aircraft Program from

Laughlin Currie

Report (The Importance of Singapore to the Defense of The British
Isles and The British Empire and to The Interests of the United Stated )

Supplement to Memorandum on the Status of Current Lend-Lease

Shipments to China

Memorandum for The President — Far Eastern Situation from Laughlin

116

60
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Currie

Memorandum for The President — Report from Colonel Chennault
dated December 27

Memorandum for The President — China Aid Program for New

Appropriations

Memorandum for The President — China and The Impending Attack on
The Burma Road

Message from Winston Churchill to Chiang Kai-shek (via T.V. Soong)

PSF Diplomatic China 1941 Currie Confidential Report to The President on Some Aspects of The Current | 37
Report Political, Economic and Military Situation in China

PSF Diplomatic China 1942 Chinese Forces in Burma Air plants for China, Transports for China, 167
situation Relative to General Stillwell, etc.

PSF Diplomatic China 1943 Original Letter from Madame Chiang Kai-shek (Personal), etc. 123
Stillwell Mission
Letters from India-China Air Transport Load to China

PSF Diplomatic China 1945 Rumors of Sino-Japanese Understanding from Mike Mansfield 100

Communist —Kuomintang Relations (Summary of a Telegram from
Ambassador Hurley Feb 7, 1972)

Telegram from President Roosevelt to President Chiang Kai-shek

The situation in China since Stillwell’s Recall

Presentation to the Chinese Government of a Draft Treaty of

61
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Friendship, Commerce & Navigation

Analysis of American Policy towards China

AGREMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF
CHINA, THE KUOMINTANG OF CHINA AND THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF CHINA.

Letters to Mr. Mao Tez-tung

Lin Tso-han as Delegate to San Francisco Conference

PSF Diplomatic China Jan-Dec 1938 Volume of Military Supplies Entering China [ 13(with maps)
Shipment of War Materials into Southwest China
The Tung Oil Project and American Policy in general in Regard to the
Far East, etc.

PSF Diplomatic China Jan-June 1944 Message for Generalissimo from President Roosevelt (Financial Aid to | 139

China)

Interview with T. ETsiang

Memorandum for The President (Conversation with Madame Sun
Yat-sen Feb 14, 1944) by Currie

Memo for Gen. Marshall, Gen.Arnold and Harry Hopkins from The
President Requests Preparation of Reply to Sent to Chiang Kai-shek re
Chinese Requirements, April 22, 1942

Messages according to Dr. Kung visit Washington, etc

Original Letter from General Chiang Kai-shek
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PSF

Diplomatic China Jan-March 1938

Copy ofIAide-Mémoire to British Embassy

Volume of Military Supplies Entering China

Shipment of War Materials into Southwest China

Projects under Discussion for Financial Assistance to China

The Tung Oil Project and American Policy in General in Regard to the
Far East

A Copy of a Cable Received by Mr. Chen from Dr. Kung on the Subject

of Transportation via The Yunnan-Burma Road

118

PSF

Diplomatic China July-Dec 1944

Letter from Shang Chen, Chief of the Chinese Military Mission to The
U.S.A.

Translation of Letter to FDR from Chiang Kai-shek re Personal

Representative to Adjust Relations Between Chiang and Gen. Stilwell

Memorandum for The President (Conversation with Dr. H. H. Kung)

Report (First Information Impressions of The North Shensi

Communist Base)

Memorandum for The President — Draft of Telegram to Ambassador
GAUSS

Summary Report of Vice President —Wallace’s Visit in China 1944

Memorandum for The President — Situation in China 1944

Copy of Telegram from the President to President Chiang Kai-shek,
January 28, 1944, etc. in re Military Expenditures in China

141
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Confidential Letter from H. H. Kung to the President, Stating that
President Chiang would welcome General Patrick Hurley should He be
Appointed Ambassador of the U.S.A. to China
Memorandum for Mr. Hopkins — Resignations of Dr. Kung and other
Chinese Officials
Report from Donald M. Nelson for The President on His Work in
China 1944
Memorandum for The President — Chinese Political Situation
Memorandum for The President — General PAT Hurley on Conditions
in China

PSF Diplomatic China-Lattimore, Owen | Personal History Sheet of Owen Lattimore 60
Memorandum for The President — Political Adviser to Chiang Kai-shek
from Laughlin Currie
Memorandum for The President — Announcement of Lattimore’s
Appointment
Letters Received from Chiang Kai-shek in re Mr. Lattimore’s Appt as
His Political Adviser
Letter from Dr. H. H. Kung to The President (Personal Greetings)
Letter to Generalissimo Chiang from The President Roosevelt Personal
Greetings)

PSF Diplomatic China-Laughlin Currie | Laughlin Currie Cables-Incoming (Situation in China) 105

64
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Cables-Incoming I
PSF Diplomatic China-Laughlin Currie | Laughlin Currie Cables-Outgoing 82
Cables-Outgoing
PSF Diplomatic China-Yangtze Gorge Yangtze Gorge Project-Drawings (Dam, General Layout, Typical 70 Drawings
Project-Drawings Section, etc.)
PSF Diplomatic China- Yangtze Gorge Preliminary Report on Yangtze Gorge Project by ]. L. Savage, Consulting | 94
Project-Report Engineer, Chungking, China November, 9, 1944
PSF Safe File-Chiang Kai-shek Foreign Relation of The United States 1941 (The Far East)- 44
Letters from The President to Generalissimo
Foreign Relation of The United States 1941 (The Far East)-
Letters from The President to Mr. Stalin
Foreign Relations of the United States 1942 Vol. | General, British
Commonwealth, The Far East
Orriginal Letters from General Chiang Kai-shek to The President
Roosevelt
PSF Safe File-China Memorandum for Mr. Currie - Military and Political Situation in Burma | 80(with maps)

Memorandum for The President — Chinese Situation (from Currie)

Memorandum for The President —Withdrawal of American Volunteer

Group to China

Memorandum for The President — Situation in China

Memorandum for The President — Situation in Burma

65




R ST

Y HEPIH
Cablegram from Madame Chiang Kai-shek to Laughlin Currie April 12,
1942

Memorandum for The President — First Special Bombing Mission
(China)

Memorandum to Captain John L. McCrea, Naval Aide to The

President — Movement of Freight into Burma and China

Memorandum for The President — Progress of China’s Air Transport

Programs (from Currie)

Memorandum to The Naval Aide — Supply Routes to China via Karachi

and Turkestan

Memorandum for The President — India—Burma-China Ferry Route

Memorandum for The President — Dr. Soong’s Proposal re Shanghai

66




02 Map Room Papers- Chiang Kai-shek Messages
Exchange of Dispatches between President Roosevelt and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 1941-1942

o VP AR Kl
01 | 29 December 1941 | PRES—CHIANG. Creation and command of Chinese Theater.
02 | 13 April 1942 CHIANG—PRES. Chiang’s comments on unpreparedness of Burma area; request for 300 planes
for Burma defense.
03 |18 April 1942 STILWELL—WAR DEPARTMENT Air support to China.
(AMMISCA 540).
04 |21 April 1942 PRES—CHIANG (AGWAR 5223). |Airplane assignments to China.
05 |23 May 1942 MADAME CHIANG—LAUCHLIN |Critical condition of China.
CURRIE.
06 |26 May 1942 LAUCHLIN CURRIEMADAME |Aid to China. (Answer Madam Chiang’s Message 23 May 1942.)
CHIANG.
07 |24 June 1942 PRES—CHIANG.. Ordering of heavy bombers of the 10™ Air Force to Middle East; no decision on
assignment of squadron of A-29 light bombers.
08 |5June 1942 CHIANG—PRES. Stilwell’s duties as Chief of Staff to Chiang and as controller of Lend-Lease aid to
China.
09 |6July 1942 CHIANG—PRES. Stilwell’s duties. (Continuation of 5 July 1942 message).
10 |15 July 1942 PRES—CHIANG.. Stilwell’'s command and duties. (Answers Chiang’s messages of 5and6 July

1942).
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25 July 1942

CHANG—PRES.

Indian National Congress situation.

Also filed under above message:

1.Ltr, UNDERSEC OF STATE—PRES, 28 July 1942, forwarding Generalissimo’s
message of 25 July 1942.

2.Ltr, UNDERSEC OF STATE—PRES, 28 July 1942, forwarding suggested reply to
Generalissimo. (Suggested msg not sent; President sent text of message from
Generalissimo instead. See PRES—PM#172.)

3.PRES—PM,#172, 29 July 1942, quoting message from Generalissimo instead,
25 July 1942.

4.PM—PRES, #125, 30 July 1942. PM’s reply to PRES’s

#172.

12

28 July 1942

LAUCHLIN CURRIE—PRES
(#998).

Stilwell’s position.

13

28 July 1942

PRES—LAUCHLIN CURRIE.

Stilwell’s position. (Answers Currie’s message of 28 July 1942.)

14

8 August 1942

PRES—CHIANG.

Indian National Congress situation. U.S and China should refrain from taking
any action. (Answers Chiang’s message 25 July 1942).

15

11 August1942

CHIANG—PRES.

Arrest of Working Committee of Indian Congress.

16

12 August 1942

PRES—CHIANG.

Indian National Congress situation. (Answers Chiang’s message 11 August
1942).

17

10 October 1942

PRES—CHIANG (AGWAR 1496).

Operation of 10" Air Force; organization of Chinese Air Force squadrons;
maximum development of freight carrying capacity of China-India Air Freight
Route; aid to China.
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18 |14 November 1942 |CHIANG—PRES. Aid to China. (Answers PRES 10 Oct 1942).

19 CHIANG—PRES. Congratulations on North African landings.

20 |19 November 1942 |PRES—CHIANG Acknowledgment of Chiang’s congratulatory message of 16 November 1942.
(192313).

21 |2 December 1942 PRES—CHIANG Support to China. (Answers Chiang’s message of 14 November 1942).

(AGWAR 1796).
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Objects delivered to Taiwan by Mike Devine in 2010

A World War I service pin, as worn every day by President Truman

A ball-point pen with lettering stating “I swiped this from Harry Truman”
An exact replica of the “Buck Stops Here Sign™

An official “White House” book of matches

Truman’s two volume Memoirs (1% edition)

An official program and tickets to the January 1948 Presidential inaugural
An official photo of the president

® & @ @ & * @

In addition, two CDs were also provided to Taiwan. They were:

1. A CD of 125 photographs of Harry Truman’s life. These photos were the ones used in the
Library’s exhibition “Truman at 125.” The photos spanned Truman’s entire life, from birth to
death, with an emphasis on his political career. A list of the photo captions used in the exhibition
was also provided.

2. A CD containing scanned documents and photographs relating to Harry Truman and Chiang
Kai-shek

Scanned documents on the CD:

Chiang Kai-shek to President Truman, 3/11/46. Chiang expresses his gratitude for
General Marshall’s efforts o negotiate a peace agreement between the Chinese
Nationalists and the Communists, and requests that Marshall return to China as soon as
possible. (Truman Papers, Official File 150)

President Truman to Chiang Kai-shek, 3/29/46. Truman acknowledges Chiang’s letter of
March 11, and indicates that he is discussing the situation in China with Secretary of
State James Byrnes and with Marshall, who plans to return to China in about three weeks,
(Truman Papers, Official File 150)

Chiang to President Truman, 10/25/48 (translation). Chiang informs the President that he
has appointed his longtime associate, H. H. Kung, as his Personal Representative to the
United States, with full authority to act in his behalf. The English translation is
accompanied by the original letter and envelope in Chinese (Truman Papers, Official File
150)

Memorandum of Conversation Between Madame Chiang Kai-shek and Secretary of State
Marshall, 12/3/48. Marshall summarizes his meeting with Madame Chiang, including
her requests for additional military assistance and other signs of support from the United
States, which he declined to offer. (Truman Papers, President's Secretary's Files, Subject
File, “Foreign Affairs—China, 1948™)
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Telegram from Chiang Kai-shek to President Truman, 4/16/45. Chiang conveys his
respects to Truman on his accession to the White House after the death of Franklin
Roosevelt, and assures the new President that he has great confidence in his leadership.
(Truman Papers, President’s Personal File 106)

Truman to Arthur Krock, 9/11/52 (unsent). Truman responds to criticism from a
newspaper columnist by drafting a letter in which he vigorously defends his
administration’s foreign policy, while at the same time blaming Chiang Kai-shek for the
failure of Nationalist forces in China. (Truman Papers, President's Secretary's Files,
Personal File, "K")

Digital photographs on the CD:

58-709, Inscribed formal portrait of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek in full uniform.
99-199, Madame Chiang Kai-shek and Katherine Marshall, the wife of George C.
Marshall, at Blair House on December 10, 1948, during Madame Chiang’s visit to

Washington to seek further military assistance from the U.S,

66-2535, President Truman meets with Madame Chiang Kai-shek in the Oval Office of
the White House, August 29, 1945,
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“THIS IS ONE FOR THE BOOKS"

Early on the evening of Election Day, November 2,
1948, the 2nd (Home) edition of the Chicago Daily
Tribune appeared on the streets of that city carrying
an eight-column, banner headline mistakenly identify-
ing Republican candidate Thomas E. Dewey as the
winner in that year's Presidential efection. Of the seven
editions of the paper published thal day. this edition,
numbering 30,000 copies, was the only one kearing the
erroneous headline. Reproduced on the enclosed
coaster are facsimiles of the Tribune's masthead and
the now-famous headline, and reproductions of
portions of four of the news stories which appeared on
the front page of the paper on that date. The typogra-
phical error in the second paragraph of the story in the
extreme right hand column can be atiributed 1o the
printers’ strike which was in progress at the Tribuneat
the time.

As for Truman's reaclion, a beaming President was
photographed on November 4 at the St. Louis Union
Station holding aloft a copy of the ill-worded paper.
Asked to comment on the headline, he smilingly
remarked, “This is one for the books "

- BB

SEWEY

CEFEATS  TRUMAN
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