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Topic 1: Cooperation on Exchange of Plant Germplasm Collections for

Conservation, Utilization, and Research (Taiwan Leads)

Proposing Agency:
Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute (TARI), Council of Agriculture (COA);

Kaohsiung District Agricultural Research and Extension Station, COA

Counterpart Agency:
Department of Agriculture (DOA), Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
(MOAC), Chiang Mai University; Maejo University.

Background Information:

Thailand and Taiwan are both rich in plant genetic diversity, which is
crucial for the development of new varieties. In order to cope with the impacts
of climate change on agriculture, Taiwan is highly interested in developing a even
tighter partnership with Thailand to cooperate on plant germplasm collections for
conservation, utilization and research.

Following the minutes of the 1% and 2" Meeting of the Thailand-Taiwan
Agricultural Cooperation, both countries agreed to conduct study visit on tropical
crops (especially fruits, vegetables and flowers) and explore possible bilateral
cooperation on plant genetic resources. Two Taiwan experts visited Thailand in
December 2009, and MOAC expressed interest to collaborate on
exchange of germplasm, for instance, fruits, ornamental plants and indigenous
vegetables. The team was also interested in working closely with breeders and
research institutes in Thailand, which we hope the DOA of MOAC can help to
coordinate. It is noticed that access to germplasm materials of Thailand must
meet its domestic regulations. Both countries can follow the protocol set in the
appropriate Material Transfer Agreement in line with the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic

Resources for Food and Agriculture.  The intellectual property derived from the
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exchanged plant genetic resources can be shared fairly according to the

contribution of each side, and thus ensure the interests of both sides.

Request:
It is desirous to strengthen the cooperation on the exchange of fruit and flower
germplasm between Thailand and Taiwan. The proposed list of plant genetic

resources for exchange is as follows:

English name Scientific name Variety
Rambutan Nephelium lappaceum Linn. Rong Rian,
Mandarin Citrus reticulate Blanco. Som-Chuk,

Som-Kaeo,
Som-Saa,
Som-Chuk
Cooking Banana Musa spp. (ABB) Kluai Namwa
Curcuma Curcuma alismatifolia cultivars
Curcuma aurantiaca cultivars

Curcuma cochinchinensis

Curcuma cordata cultivars

Curcuma ecomata

Curcuma gracillima

Curcuma harmandii

Curcuma parviflora

Curcuma rhabdota

Curcuma roscoeana cultivars

Curcuma rubrobracteata

Curcuma singularis

Curcuma sparganifolia cultivars

Curcuma thorelii ChiangMai Snow

21



