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‘One Health’- Increasing Cross-Sectoral Functioning Capabilities for APEC member economies

APEC One Health Forum – for human and animal health agency leaders
Shangri-la Hotel, Hong Kong 
4-5 May 2011

Draft Communiqué 
 ‘One Health’ recognizes that the health of humans, animals and the ecosystem is interconnected. Holistic, coordinated, cross-sectoral approaches are required for understanding, protecting and improving human, animal and ecosystem health.  The One Health scope for this project is to improve emerging and zoonotic infectious disease prevention and control by applying multidisciplinary, cross-sectoral approaches at the animal-human-environment interface. The One Health concept has strong support from international agencies such as FAO, WHO, OIE, and the World Bank, and has been endorsed as the way forward at the International Ministerial Conference on Animal and Pandemic Influenza Meeting in Vietnam in April 2010. This project will also form linkages to other global and regional One Health activities.

This forum, held in Hong Kong, was the second of two workshops aimed at bringing together human and animal health officials to consider opportunities and strategies for strengthening One Health capabilities that will be articulated in the APEC One Health Action Plan.  The forum was part of a project, initiated by the Australian Government Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF), to assist APEC member economies and Cambodia and Lao PDR, to participate in the global One Health dialogue, build their cross-sectoral networks and increase cross-sectoral functioning to address the threat of emerging infectious disease (including zoonoses).

The objectives of the workshop were to develop an APEC One Health vision; articulate One Health goals at the APEC region and member economy levels; develop an APEC One Health Action Plan that includes practical actions that can be adopted to progress One Health implementation; and build cross-sectoral relationships among human and animal health agency leaders.
Dr Andy Carroll, the Australian Chief Veterinary Officer and Prof Gabriel M Leung, Under Secretary for Food and Health, Hong Kong presided at the opening ceremony and provided leadership for the workshop. Dr Davinio P. Catbagan, Assistant Secretary of the Philippine Department of Agriculture and Chief Veterinary Officer for the Philippines, and Dr Enrique A. Tayag, Assistant Secretary of the Philippines Department of Health provided a significant contribution to this initiative. In particular, they both very effectively shared the outcomes from the first project workshop held in Cebu, Philippines, in Feburary 2011, which brought together human and animal health officials at the program manager level  to identify opportunities and challenges relating to the implementation of One Health approaches at the country level. 
The 52 Hong Kong forum participants, which included agency leaders and their colleagues from 18 APEC member economies, Cambodia and Lao PDR, international organisations (WHO, FAO and OIE), the Eco Health Alliance, observers from Hong Kong and the Australian project team, provided a broad range of experience and expertise in leadership, policy development and program management in human health, animal health and ecosystem health. 
The outcome of the forum was agreement on an APEC One Health Action Plan, which is designed to encourage commitment to progressing the implementation of the One Health approach to combat infectious diseases in APEC member economies, by defining goals and providing a range of practical actions that allow economies to adopt those actions that are best suited to their current capacities and level of One Health engagement. 
Forum delegates agreed the following:

· Delegates AGREED that the APEC One Health Action Plan be recommended to the APEC Senior Officials Meeting for consideration and endorsement, as the way forward in addressing the threat of infectious diseases including zoonoses.
· Delegates AGREED on a draft  APEC One Health Action Plan that communicates a common vision, purpose (mission), six goals and a suite of practical actions under each goal 
· Delegates AGREED the following vision for the APEC plan: 
“APEC economies are part of the global leadership in one health approaches, working in a spirit of collegiality and cooperation across disciplines, sectors and borders, to protect and improve the health and wellbeing of our people, animals and the planet. We recognise the commonality of our goals and the powerful effect of our collaboration.”
· Delegates AGREED to the following goals for the APEC One Health Action Plan:
1. To strengthen cross-sectoral political commitment and government leadership for One Health approaches to infectious diseases. 

This involves efforts within APEC member economies to increase cross-sectoral coordination and partnerships, and establish clear goals, priorities and deliverables for One Health action. The first steps are to formalise the linkages between agencies and sectors, establish guidelines and to begin collaboration on high priority activities.
2. To ensure resources are efficiently applied in implementing sustainable One Health approaches.
This would include the development of approaches to resource allocation that:

· Support high level government objectives for social, environmental and economic development

· Balance the risks and benefits of investment in disease prevention and control; and

· Support the development of partnership approaches to funding across sectors to achieve maximum efficiency and impact.

3.  To strengthen cross sector coordination and collaboration in disease prevention, investigation, response and control in APEC member economies.
One Health approaches need to be further extended to prevent disease emergence, improve ecosystem health, and encourage collaboration and coordination among stakeholders at all levels. Examples include increased engagement and participation in One Health by universities, businesses and business associations and non government organisation and sharing of information and technology platforms. 
4. To increase community awareness and participation in disease prevention and control.
This involves developing and using effective approaches for engaging with communities and the media. Success stories and lessons learned among APEC economies of effective communication, education, and disease prevention and control in communities, should be shared as a priority.
5. To incorporate One Health approaches in vocational and university education and training, and expand field based training in disease prevention, investigation, eradication and control.
Building the culture and capacity necessary for sustainability of One Health approaches will require multidisciplinary and cross-sectoral approaches to training and education at all levels. Areas recommended for priority include expansion of field epidemiology training programs and training for community level health and animal health workers in developing countries
6. To strengthen international and multilateral cooperation in progressing One Health approaches.
This goal is to encourage international and donor agencies to continue and coordinate their efforts in their support for APEC economies working to prevent and control infectious diseases through the application of One Health approaches. Strengthening linkages with environmental and ecohealth organizations is a priority.
· Delegates AGREED a suite of potential actions for inclusion in the APEC One Health Action Plan that will assist member economies to take the next steps towards the attainment of these goals.

· Delegates AGREED that the APEC One Health Action Plan, when finalized, should be provided to international organisations and other stakeholders involved in the global One Health discussion, and provided as inputs to other relevant One Health processes occurring around the globe (including but not limited to: the ASEAN group on livestock, Stone Mountain processes and Joint Ministerial Meeting on Pandemic Influenza).
· Delegates AGREED to be active in promoting the APEC One Health Action Plan and providing it as an input to other relevant processes where appropriate, as well as actively advocating their economy's commitment to the APEC One Health Action Plan, and the implementation of actions suitable for their economy.
The conveners of the workshop would like to thank the Hong Kong government for their support and gracious hospitality in hosting this workshop.  Particular mention goes to Under Secretary for Food and Health, Prof Gabriel M Leung, Assistant Director (Inspection and Quarantine) Dr Thomas Sit, Dr Chris Brackman and Mr Dominic Leung. The contribution of key note presenters Dr Davinio Catbagan (Philippines), Dr Enrique Tayag (Philippines), Dr Felix Li (Canada), Dr Chakrarat Pittaya Wonganon (FETP, Thailand) and Dr William Karesh (EcoHealth Alliance) was greatly appreciated. FAO, OIE and WHO representatives actively participated in the forum.
