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5.1 ICASS =47

ICASS

International Confidential Aviation Safety Systems Group
TERMS OF REFERENCE AND OPERATING PROCEDURES
GENERAL

In 1992 representatives of confidential reporting schemes in operation at that time formed an

international technical working group with the following objectives:

1. To promote confidential reporting as an effective method of enhancing flight safety in

commercial air transport and general aviation operations.
2. To facilitate the setting up and operation of new confidential reporting systems.

In 1997, the group adopted the acronym ICASS (International Confidential Aviation Safety

Systems).
PURPOSE

ICASS is a non-political, technical working group. The purpose of ICASS is to maintain a body
of knowledge and expertise in the setting up, management and operation of confidential

reporting processes.
OBJECTIVES
The principal objectives of the ICASS Group are:

1. To provide advice and assistance in the start up and operation of new confidential reporting

programmes.

2. To discuss common problems in the operation of such systems, share best practice and,

where possible, to identify solutions.

3. To facilitate the exchange of safety related information between independent confidential

aviation reporting systems and, where possible, to identify common reporting trends.

4. To advise National/International bodies on issues relevant to air safety identified in Group

discussions.

CHAIRMAN / SECRETARIAT

1. Chairmanship of the Group rotates among the membership, based on the location of the

Group meetings. A representative of the host country acts as Chairman for that year's
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meeting.

2. The host country also provides administrative/secretarial support prior to each meeting
and prepares minutes of the proceedings. When the minutes have been issued, the
chairmanship passes to the host country for the next meeting.

MEMBERSHIP

1. The admission of a nominee to the ICASS Group shall be subject to a vote by the ICASS
Membership.

2. Each member of the ICASS Group shall contribute as an individual and not represent any
specific organisational or National interest.

3. In order to promote full discussion on issues related to flight safety, all matters discussed
during ICASS meetings shall be deemed to be confidential, except when formally approved
for disidentification/release to third parties.

4. Two classes of membership are available:

Full Membership - Membership with full voting rights
Available to Reporting Systems that are:
i. Confidential
ii. Independent of air transport and regulatory interests
iii. Operating on a national or international level
Associate Membership - Membership without voting rights
Available to other Reporting Systems that do not qualify for Full Membership (e.g. Airlines,
Manufacturers)

OBSERVERS

1. Other interested third party groups (e.g. Research Institutions, Pilot Associations,
Regulatory Authorities) and representatives of emerging confidential reporting systems
may be invited to attend Group meetings as Observers.

2. Observers may be invited to participate in Group discussions at the invitation of the
Chairman, but may be excluded from sensitive discussions.

3. Observers will be subject to the same rules of confidentiality as members. Information
gained by observers may not be discussed/published.

MEETINGS

1. Meetings of the ICASS Group will usually be held on a yearly basis or as otherwise agreed
by the Group.

2. The meeting venue/programme will be agreed at least three months in advance to permit
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Members sufficient notice to attend.

3. Presentations that have been prepared for discussion for the Group are confidential.
Members and Observers are reminded that presentations, group discussions and previous
minutes are conducted on the basis of absolute confidentiality and are not to be discussed
with any third party unless formally agreed by the ICASS Group and the Member Country

concerned.

The Permission of the Group and the Member Country Concerned must be obtained prior to

disclosing any aspect of the discussion to a third party.

MEMBERSHIP FEES/FINANCIAL LIABILITY

1. Membership of ICASS is free.

2. No financial liability is incurred as a result of membership of ICASS.
MINUTES

1. The proceedings of ICASS Meetings shall be formally recorded.

2. Minutes will be subject to approval by the membership of the Group.

CURRENT GROUP MEMBERSHIP

Current Member Programmes [with start-up dates]
UNITED STATES * Aviation Safety Reporting System (ASRS) [1976]

Contact: Linda Connell linda.j.connell@nasa.gov

UNITED KINGDOM Confidential Human Incident Reporting Program (CHIRP) [1982]

Contact: Peter Tait confidential@chirp.co.uk

CANADA ¢ Confidential Aviation Safety Reporting Program (CASRP) [1985-95]
SECURITAS [1995-present]

Contact: Denis Rivard Denis.Rivard@tsb.gc.ca

AUSTRALIA Confidential Aviation Incident Reporting System (CAIR) [1988 - 2004]

Aviation Self Reporting Scheme (ASRS) and Confidential Marine
Reporting Scheme (CMRS) [2004-present]

Report Confidentially (REPCON) [2007-present]

Contact: Julian Walsh julian.walsh@atsb.gov.au

RUSSIA ¢ Voluntary Aviation Reporting System [1992]
Contact:
BRAZIL * Flight Safety Confidential Report (RCSV) [1997]

Contact: Rozemildo Vaz Souza rcsv@cenipa.aer.mil.br  or

16



mailto:julian.walsh@atsb.gov.au
mailto:rcsv@cenipa.aer.mil.br

JAPAN

TAIWAN

KOREA

SINGAPORE

FRANCE

CHINA

SPAIN

vaz@cenipa.aer.mil.br

Japan Aviation Safety Information Network (ASI-NET) [1999]

Contact: Junro Matsuura matsuura@atec.or.jp

Taiwan Confidential Aviation Safety Reporting System (TACARE)
[2000]

Contact: Thomas Wang wang@asc.gov.tw

Korea Aviation voluntary Incident Reporting System (KAIRS) [2000]

Contact: Kang-Jun Lee tychesalus@naver.com

Singapore Confidential Aviation Incident Reporting Programme
(SINCAIR) [2004]

Contact: Michael Toft michael_toft@mot.gov.sg

French Confidential Event Reporting System (REC) [2000]

Contact: Yann Pouliquen yann.pouliguen@bea-fr.org

Sino Confidential Aviation Safety Reporting System (SCASS) [2004]

Contact: Professor Sun billows.liu@126.com

Safety Occurrence Reporting System (SNS) [2007]

Contact: Antonio Pelaez apelaez@senasa.es

The next meeting of the ICASS Group is scheduled for November 2011 in USA.

For more information on confidential reporting and/or membership of ICASS, contact any one of

the above.
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5.2 ICASS B

ICASS Confidentiality Statement

THE PRESENTATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN
PREPARED FOR DISCUSSION FOR THIS
INTERNATIONAL CONFIDENTIAL AVIATION
SAFETY SYSTEMS (ICASS) GROUP MEETING
ARE CONFIDENTIAL.

MEMBERS AND OBSERVERS ARE REMINDED
THAT PRESENTATIONS, GROUP DISCUSSIONS
AND PREVIOUS MINUTES ARE CONDUCTED ON
THE BASIS OF ABSOLUTE CONFIDENTIALITY AND
ARE NOT TO BE DISCUSSED WITH ANY THIRD
PARTY UNLESS FORMALLY AGREED BY THE
ICASS GROUP AND THE MEMBER COUNTRY
CONCERNED.

THE PERMISSION OF THE GROUP AND
THE MEMBER COUNTRY CONCERNED

MUST BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO
DISCLOSING ANY ASPECT OF THE
DISCUSSION TO A THIRD PARYTY.
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