NON PAPER from Chinese Taipei

Background

1. Attacks on and hijacking of cargo and fishing vessels by Somali pirates in the western Indian Ocean have been escalating and can be described as out of control. According to the International Maritime Bureau (IMB), in the first half of 2010 alone there were 100 pirate attacks, including 27 hijackings, occurred in the area off the coasts of Somalia. The report of the Operational Satellite Application Program of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research shows that attacks from the Somali pirates occurred in waters as far as 1650 nautical miles away from the coasts of Somalia.  Since 2009, there have already been three Taiwanese fishing vessels hijacked by the pirates. One of them, the “Wen Fa No. 161”, was detained for more than 10 months, and was only released in February 2010, after paying a huge ransom. After that, there were further two Taiwanese fishing vessels, “JIH CHUN TSAI No. 68” and “TAI YUAN No. 227”, hijacked by Somalia pirates. At this moment the two vessels and their crew are stilled held by the pirates. Our government has done everything we can to recover the vessels and to ensure the safety and life of the crew, and we have sought the assistance through all the channels available to us, and would like to extend our gratitude to our friends who have helped us in many ways, including many ICCAT CPCs. Nonetheless, the humanitarian costs, especially the worries and pressures borne by the crew family are beyond description. For us, the problem is a humanitarian one, and also a common challenge facing all members of the international community.

2. The escalation of piracy has a tremendous impact on the fishing activities of our fishing vessels in the Indian Ocean.  There are presently 141 Taiwanese bigeye tuna targeting large-scale longline fishing vessels operating in the Indian Ocean, and 66 of them have ceased their operation due to the escalating situation, of which 49 have already returned or prepared to return to their home port laying off from fishing. This has severely undermined the livelihood of fishermen concerned and the affected the legitimate operation of the industry.

3. To relieve the situation, we are forced to consider to transfer vessels operating in the Indian Ocean to safer places, and we are proposing to transfer 15 bigeye vessels to operate in the Atlantic Ocean. As a responsible actor, we have exercised considerable restraint and the additional vessels will be accommodated within our own catch limit. Further, those vessels will be under strict regulation and monitoring in compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures. Finally, the transfer is an exceptional relief measure in nature and will be temporary. Once the piracy situation is relieved the vessels will be asked to return the the Indian Ocean.

The resource of the bigeye tuna in the Atlantic Ocean

ICCAT Recommendation 04-01 set the TAC of bigeye tuna in ICCAT Convention area at 90,000 tons between 2005 and 2008, this TAC was extended to 2009 by Recommendation 08-01 and revised to 85,000 tons by Recommendation 09-01. According to the result of 2010 bigeye tuna stock assessment meeting, the MSY of bigeye tuna is estimated to be around 85,000 tons (at the level 78,000-101,000 tons), and future catches at about recent TAC ([Rec. 09-01] 85,000 tons) are expected to provide about 60% chance of reaching the Convention objective over the next 5 years. 

The status of utilization of Chinese Taipei’s share of Atlantic bigeye tuna TAC and the operations of fishing vessels in the Atlantic

1. According to ICCAT Recommendation 08-01 and 09-01, Chinese Taipei was entitled to share the yearly catch limit of 16,500 tons of Atlantic bigeye tuna in 2009 and 2010. 

2. In 2009, there was an underage of 6,598 tons, Chinese Taipei is entitled to carryover 4,950 tons to 2011 which is 30% of the catch limit of 2011, in accordance with the current arrangement of carryover. Therefore, Chinese Taipei’s adjusted catch limit in 2011 will be 21,450 tons (16,500+4,950 tons), assuming that the catch limit for 2011 remains unchanged.

3. The adjusted catch limit of Chinese Taipei in 2010 will be 21,450t. Our preliminary estimate of bigeye tuna catch for 2010 is approximately 16,190 tons. This will give an underage around 5,260 tons, Chinese Taipei is entitled to carryover 4,950 tons to 2012 under the current arrangement of allowing maximum carryover of 30%. Therefore, Chinese Taipei’s adjusted catch limit in 2012 is 21,450 tons (16,500+4,950 tons), again assuming that the catch limit for 2012 remains unchanged.

4. In the 2009 Commission meeting, Chinese Taipei was allowed to increase its fleet targeting on bigeye tuna from 60 to 67 for 2010. Chinese Taipei has accordingly transferred seven fishing vessels from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean in 2010. Before the vessels were permitted to fish in the Atlantic Ocean, they were required to enter into a designated port to ensure there was no fish in the fish wells. And all skippers were required to undergo a training on ICCAT regulations. Currently, these seven fishing vessels work well in Atlantic Ocean. They make regular reporting in accordance with the requirement of Chinese Taipei imposed for the fishing operations in the Atlantic Ocean as well as ICCAT regulations.
Our request

1. Somali piracy in the Indian Ocean has seriously undermined the livelihood of fishermen. Reportedly some countries who have suffered the same problem have transferred part of their fishing vessels from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean. Considering the resource is in stable condition, we would like to seek your support to our request of transferring 15 bigeye tuna fishing vessels from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean in 2011 and 2012 In addition, we request extension of the seven longline vessels permitted in paragraph 1 of Recommendation 09-01 through 2012. 

2. Our request is temporary and limited to 2011 and 2012 only. It is a temporary and extraordinary relief measure. Once the problem of piracy is resolved, or the period is expired, the vessels from the Indian Ocean will return to the Indian Ocean.  

3. For those fishing vessels which move from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean, Chinese Taipei, as a flag state, will take responsibility of management and strictly control them to ensure their compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures. Moreover, those fishing vessels are required to enter port for pre-sailing education and inspection of fish wells before shifting from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean.
Proposal

In response to our requirements, we would like to seek your support to compose paragraphs with the suggested wording as follows, under management measures for bigeye tuna which will be discussed in ICCAT 17th Special Meeting to be held in Paris, France from 17 to 27 November 2010. 

1. Notwithstanding Recommendation [04-01], Recommendation [06-01] and Recommendation [09-01], Chinese Taipei may allow fifteen additional longline vessels to fish for bigeye tuna in the Convention area only in 2011 and 2012.
2. The seven addition longline vessels stipulated in paragraph 1 of Recommendation 09-01 shall be extended through 2012.
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