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One of my most memorable experiences occurred during the day when a
little girl with high fever came to the hospital at lunch hour. Her body
temperature was forty degrees Celsius. We provided her a suppository as soon as
possible. Every thirty minutes, we examined her body temperature to see if the

medicine was effective. In the afternoon, we all thought her fever was
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alleviating, but while [ was having dinner, my friend told me her condition
became worse — she started shivering and her eyelids did not close. Her eyes
were just staring at us waiting for a saver to come while her father held her
hands with a worried look. Although we wanted to tell him something, we could
not because of the language barrier. Unfortunately, our doctor was away to see
other patients from a car accident at that time and even more unfortunately, he
did not bring his cell-phone with him. I was thinking to provide her a
suppository again, but because I am not a professional yet, fear to make a
mistake restricted me to do so. In fact, there was nothing 1 could do. A few
minutes later, we were finally able to contact the doctor. He told us how to
manage her condition and from that night to the next moming, we had a rotation
to examine her body temperature. The following morning, her temperature

returned to the normal.

Although she was saved, her condition especially her unconscious wide open
eyes were shocking enough that the scene is burned in my memory, and I can
still recall that precautious moment. As a freshman in medical school, I am just
an amateur in medical field and not coming in touch any medical treatment, and
[ thought about why I was there. | asked myself why 1 am volunteering there
even though [ knew I do not have any medical knowledge. All I could do is to
find medicines, rap them into the little plastic bags, and give them to the patients.
[ strongly felt that my occupation at this moment is nothing to be proud or
satisfied. I was not sure why 1 am volunteering and for whom, thus my

immaturencss in both mental and academic irritated and frustrated me.

Throughout this whole project, I often thought about the meaning of
volunteering. According to the Wikipedia, “volunteer” is “the practice of people

working on behalf of others or a particular cause without payment for their time
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and service. It is considered an altruistic activity, intended to promote good or
improve human quality of life. But people also volunteer for their own skill
development, to meet others, to make contacts for possible employment, to have
fun and a variety of other reasons that could be considered self-serving.” Via
teaching local students and serving at CDEP, what I provided and what I learned
is nothing but unequal. Going through a big frustration of lacking ability and the
happiness to attend the medical service in this program, now I understand more
about myself than I knew before going to Cambodia. With everything I learned,
I am definitely going to apply these valuable and splendid experiences into my

further medical studies and even after I hopefully become a doctor.
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NO Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day T
Time /25 7/26 /27 7/28 /29 7/30 7/31
Sun Mon Tue ¥ed Thu Fri Sat
7:00~7:30 Breakfast [Breakfast |Breakfast [Breakfast Breakfast |Breakfast
7:30-11:00 GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/
Primary (Primary |Primary |Primary (Primary |Primary
School School School School Schoo] School
11:00~14:00|Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
14:00~17:30|1. Lunch on |[GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/
the bus & |Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary
Move for CDEP
2. CDEP
Environment
[ntroduction
18:00~19:00Dinner Dinner  |Dinner  Dinner  [Dinner  |Dinner  |Dinner
19:00~20:00|Keview Review Review Review Review Review Review
Meeting Meeting |Meeting Meeting |Meeting |Meeting !Meeting
NO Day 8 Day 9 Day 10 Day 11 Day 12 Day 13 Day 14
Time 8/1 8/2 8/3 8/4 8/5 8/6 8/7
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
7:00~7:30 |Breakfast Breakfast |[Breakfast |Breakfast |Breakfast [Breakfast [Breakfast
7:30~11:00 Mountain GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ leave for
Hiking Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary |PNP; visit
@CDEP, or  |School School School School School Mother
go to Beach Teresa
¥xx Orphange
11:00~14:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Visit EMS
14:00~17:30 GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ Leave for
Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary |[Siem Reap
School School School School School
18:00~19:00 Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner
19:00~20:00 Review Review Review Review Review
Meeting |Meeting |[Meeting Meeting |Meeting
NO Day 15 Day 16 Day 17 Day 18 Day 19 Day 20 Day 21
Time 8/8 8/9 8/10 8/11 8/12 8/13 8/14




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
7:00~7:30 Breakfast |Breakfast |[Breakfast Breakfast [Breakfast |Breakfast
7:30~11:00 \GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ Back to

Primary Primary (Primary |Primary |Primary |PNP

School School School School School
11:00~14:030Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Back to

Taipet
14:00~17: 30|GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/ GHC/

Primary Primary |Primary |Primary |Primary

School School School School School
18:00~19:00Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner
19:00~20:00|Review Review Review Review Review

Meeting Meeting |Meeting | Meeting [|Meeting
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