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WASHINGTON . —
TRAIL Sk

4 The Pulaski is a wonderfully versatile tool. It was originally designed by a forest
Guide to Trail Work

Contents
1] Introduction: & Day on the Trail

2) Hand Tools for Trail Work

B fire-fighter named Ed Pulaski. At the time, forest fire fighters typically carried two
tools, a grub hoe and an axe. Pulaski was tired of having bath hands occuppied by
these two tools as he hiked to fight wildfires, so he combined the two tools into

ne. The Puklaski has an adze for grubbing on one side and an axe blade on the

other, Pulaskis are great for building and re-treading trails. vou can dig and move

dirt with the adze, and when you encounter a root, clean the dirt and rock away

¥ fa and the flip the head over and chop it out,
grubbing, chopping

Usage: SAFETY TIP: Make sure you hend your knees, stand with your legs appart and

. . . bend over when working with a Pulaski. It will not only save your back it will save
3] Basic Trail Maintenance

your feet and shins, If you're standing straight up while chopping with a Pulaski, a

4] Rebuilding Tread missed swing could hit you in the foot or leg.

5) Brushing and Lopping
SHOVEL

6) Drainage Structures If you haven't done any trail maintenance before then the shovel may be one of

7] Turmnpikes the few tools you're already pretty familiar with, The Forest Service style shovels
B0 that we use are a little different however, They have a rounded point and the head
8) Puncheon

is angled. This makes them great for scraping loose organic matter and dirt off the

9] Wark Safety &1 trail, but they're still good for digging. Our shovels also have sharpened edges so

10) Trail Geek Fashion

they're good for brushing, & quick hard swing with one of these shovels can remove
Y alarge swath of brush.
11) Dictionary " SAFETY TIP: Mind your back. When using a shovel bend your knees and rest the

| handle on one leg and use it has a lever to lift dirt, This will help prevent back

Usage: scraping, digging
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