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APEC 34th ISTWG Meeting Summary Record

The APEC 34th ISTWG meeting was held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre in Hong Kong, China on 27-28 March 2008. The economies registered to the meeting were; Australia, Canada, People’s Republic of China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Philippines, The Russian Federation, Singapore, Thailand, The United States of America, Vietnam and Macao China as a guest member. The APEC Secretariat was presented. 

1. Opening
1.1 Opening by Lead Shepherd and Hong Kong Head of Delegation
Mr. Yeung TAk-keung, head of delegation of Hong Kong China, and Mr. Lee Myung Jin, Lead Shepherd, declared open the plenary session of the 34th ISTWG meeting, and welcomed the participants.

1.2 Election of Chair and Rapporteur

The Lead Shepherd of ISTWG, Dr. Lee Myung Jin, was elected as the chair of the plenary session. Mr. Kevin K. Yoon from Korea was elected as the Rapporteur of the plenary session.

1.3 Adoption of Agenda
The Agenda of the plenary session was adopted. The Lead Shepherd noted three points such as (1) Establishing standing QAF Group (2) How to run international S&T collaboration projects and share best practices and (3) Encouraging inactive members for more participation. 

The Lead Shepherd outlined the efforts made to find a host for the 5th APEC Science Technology Ministers’ Meeting (STMM). 
The Lead Shepherd stressed the need to come to a decision on the host for the 5th STMM in order to have the meeting held in the 2008-2010 period.  He encouraged member economies to volunteer for hosting status considering its importance.
1.4 APEC Secretariat Report
1.4.1 Mr. Park Yung-Suh of the APEC Secretariat informed the economies of 2008 APEC Summit Meeting in Peru and highlighted 2008 APEC priorities as follows:
Peru will continue to foster APEC permanent agenda as well as the set priorities as determined by Leaders and Ministers in 2007.  APEC Peru theme for 2008, “A new commitment to the Asia Pacific Development”, is regarded as a frame that gives us the opportunity to work on the social dimension of the APEC agenda, meaning to encourage and present initiatives on the social issues having a substantial influence in advancing towards the goals of trade and investment facilitation. This includes new areas of emphasis such as: 

· Highlighting the educational programs role on the social and economic development of the member economies

· Supporting the development and modernization of the small and medium enterprises, recognizing them as a dynamic sector in creating new jobs 

· Supporting technological cooperation programs oriented to bridge the digital gap

· Stressing the impact of corruption of public and private representatives on the business environment and economic performance of the economies
· Introducing the issue of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) on APEC relevant activities
1.4.2. He also introduced APEC Information Management Portal (AIMP) and encouraged the use of the Project Database (PDB) system under AIMP through which all the projects will be interacted between project overseers and QAF members with coordination with APEC Secretariat.

1.4.3. The principle of QAF process is that every standing QAF member shall participate in the QAF process for every new project proposal for “fair assessment”; a “coordinator” for each project proposal is designated from the standing QAF group in order to make one consolidated QAF version through coordination with other QAF members; and a QAF member cannot join the QAF process on the project proposal whose “proposing economy” (not co-sponsoring economy) is the same with this QAF member
Every new project proposal from ISTWG that seeks APEC Funding at BMC 3, for implementation starting in 2009, shall be submitted online through the PDB by 10 September 2008. The PDB should include Project proposal, One consolidated QAF and Fora approval and ranking.

The other option is also suggested by one member economy such as randomly choosing standing QAF members (refer to 2008/ISTWG34/038) which will be considered at later stage. 

All attending member economies agreed that Standing QAF member will be composed of lead shepherd and five members (four Sub-group Chairs and one facilitator of AD HOC Task Force) together with any volunteer, if any, from member economy who doesn’t join the have stand QAF member, and members are encouraged to volunteer to serve as a QAF member. The current system will be further reviewed at the 36th ISTWG meeting next year.

The Standing QAF Group is composed as follows:

· Dr. Lee Myung-Jin, Lead Shepherd (Korea)

· Dr. Nares Damrongchai, Subgroup A (Thailand)

· Dr Liang-Han HSIEH, Subgroup B (Chinese Taipei)
· Ms Helen McNaught, Subgroup C (New Zealand)
· Mr. SUN Qijun, Subgroup D (China)

· Dr. Jon Lewis, AHTF on SD (Australia)

1.4.4. Final ranking for the new project proposals to be submitted to BMC 3 in October this year will be completed at the 35th ISTWG meeting on September 8-9, 2008 in Hanoi, Vietnam. APEC Secretariat will provide relevant information and necessary procedure to members if ranking is considered necessary prior to the 35th ISTWG meeting.  

2 New Project Proposals
2.1. Project proposal schedule and procedure in 2008 (Secretariat)
Mr. Park Yung-Suh of the APEC Secretariat emphasized that new project proposal, fora ranking, and QAF should be submitted by 10 September 2008 to be reviewed at the BMC 3 in October. 
2.2. Promoting Sustainable Development Through Environmentally Sound Recycling (USA) 

The following economies expressed their sponsorship: Chinese Taipei, New Zealand, China, Vietnam, Canada, Korea, Philippines, Thailand. The USA also responded to the inquiry from the Philippines that responsibilities as a co-sponsor include contributing ideas of joint seminars, recommending speakers and website creation and its contents. 

2.3. Utilization and Protection of Water Resources (China)
Co-sponsors are: Vietnam, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Hong Kong China, Korea, Australia, Russia  

2.4. Workshop on Identifying Priority Needs for Biotechnology Development in APEC Economies and Facilitating Access to Capital Markets from Venture Capitalists’ Perspective (Korea)
Co-sponsors are: Thailand, New Zealand, Chinese Taipei, China, Malaysia, Philippines

2.5. APEC Climate Center for Climate Information Services to Society (Korea) 
There are 18 co-sponsors as follows: Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Chinese Taipei, Hong  Kong China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, USA, Vietnam

2.6. Human Capacity Building for Environmental Assessment and Natural Hazard Mitigation in Deltaic and Coastal Regions (Japan)
Co-sponsors are: Philippines, Thailand, Mexico, Malaysia

2.7. APEC Capacity Building Seminar on Nutrigenomics (Philippines)
Co-sponsors are: Thailand, Chinese Taipei, Australia, New Zealand, Mexico

2.8. APEC Technology Innovative Capacity Building and Enterprise Learning (Chinese Taipei)
Co-sponsors are: Korea, Peru, USA, Philippines, Vietnam

2.9. Technological Cooperative Framework on Validation and Verification Methods on Nanoproducts (Chinese Taipei)
Co-sponsors are: Vietnam, USA, Thailand, Philippines, Mexico
2.10. Training Course of Advanced Technology for Industrial Wastes and Water Resources (Chinese Taipei) 
Co-sponsors are: Hong Kong China, China, Philippines, Thailand, USA 
2.11. APEC S&T Mentoring Center for the Gifted in Science (Korea)
Co-sponsors are: Brunei Darussalam, China, Japan, Thailand, Hong Kong China, Chinese Taipei, Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, Russia, Mexico, USA

2.12. Research on the Futures of Low Carbon Society: Climate Change & Adaptation Strategy for Economies in APEC beyond 2050 (Thailand)
Co-sponsors are: China, USA, Brunei Darussalam, Japan, Vietnam, Chinese Taipei, Philippines, Korea 

3. Follow-up Actions on the 4th APEC S&T Ministers’ Meeting
3.1 Participation of Women and Ethnic Communities in the S&T Workforce (Korea)
Korea presented a progress report on a self-funded project and an associated APEC workshop on the topic of “Participation of Women and Ethnic communities in the S&T Workforce in the APEC Region”.  The workshop, co-funded by APEC and the Korean government, was held on 22nd to 24th August 2007 in Jeonju, Korea.  The workshop aims at forming a network of policy makers and scholars, and to share data with a view to foster further discussion and cooperative actions. Best practice approaches and significant barriers will also be discussed.  With regard to the issue of the representation of women in S&T, a quantitative approach has been adopted in order to obtain insights to figure out the whole situation.  As to the issue of ethnicity, the workshop will be a starting point for discussions on how to approach the topic and on what action to take at the level of individual economies and with regard to APEC cooperation. 
3.2 APEC Climate Center (Korea)
Since its inauguration on November 2005, APCC has been recognized as the regional climate center for more effective exchanges of information on regional climate prediction and techniques to mitigate adverse effects caused by extreme climate events in the APEC region.  A Science Advisory Committee and a Working Group representing National Meteorological and Hydrological Services of APEC member economies were formed to facilitate the exchange of regional climate information among APEC member economies. With funding provided by the Korean Government, APCC will continue to serve as the hub of a regional climate network with open access to member economies.  It will enhance the capacity building of member economies in climate prediction and its applications for disaster prevention and sustainable socio-economic well-being. 
3.3 Symposium on Research & Innovation: Policy Mechanisms for S&T Planning & Building Public/Private Partnership (USA)
TBA

4 Side Meeting Reports

4.1 Sub-group A (Thailand)
Thailand has agreed to chair Subgroup A, starting from this meeting in 2008. There were 11 projects presented in Subgroup A as follows;

1. Capacity Building for Carbon Accounting in Selected APEC Economies to Facilitate Entry into Carbon Trading Markets (Australia)

2. APEC Forum on Business Incubators Promote Innovation, Xian 2008 (China)

3. APEC S&T Mentoring Center for the Gifted in Science (Korea)
4. Promoting Sustainable Development through Environmentally Sound Recycling (USA)
5. Training Course of Advanced Technology for Industrial Wastes & Water Resources (Chinese Taipei) 

6. APEC Technology Innovative Capacity Building & Enterprise Learning (Chinese Taipei)

7. Human Capacity Building for Natural Resources Development & Its Environmental Impacts in APEC Region (Japan)

8. Human Capacity Building for Natural Hazard Mitigation in Cities & Coastal Regions (Japan)

9. Human Capacity Building for Environmental Assessment & Natural Hazard Mitigation in Deltaic & Coastal Regions (Japan)

10. APEC ISTI Database (Japan)

11. 2008 APEC R&D Management Training Program (Korea)

* Item 7-9 were presented consecutively as a series.

1. Australia presented an ongoing project on Carbon Accounting in Selected APEC Member Economies to Facilitate Entry into Carbon Trading Markets. In January 2008 the project held a workshop in the Philippines which included participants from the Philippines, China, Vietnam, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. Participants learnt skills in using the National Carbon Accounting Toolbox, a method which allows accounting of carbon sequestered in forest systems. Follow-up work is planned with a number of the participating economies.

2. China presented a new self-funding project of APEC Forum on “Business Incubators Promote Regional Innovation”, which is to be held in the coming October in Xi’an. The aim is to seek for an internal collaboration mechanism among incubators and their organizations. The mechanism will further promote the sharing of the technology and market; help the growth of international-oriented SMEs. It has been held three times previously, and this year the forum will invite around 100 delegates from the region. 

3. Korea proposes an ongoing and new proposal of APEC S&T Mentoring Centre for the Gifted in Science (AMGS). The purpose of AMGS is to build an infrastructure for science educators, scientists and the gifted/talented students in science for international cooperation. It is also aiming for globalization and development of human resources in the field of science and technology to enhance competitiveness among APEC economies. Activities during 2008 are fully supported by Korean MEST and the government of Gyeongnam Province. 

4. USA proposed a new project that includes a seminar on building a recycling-based economy including development of desired elements for a website, to be jointly developed by APEC experts and hosted on a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency server. This website would promote environmental and economical recycling between APEC economies and would be operational by the end of the project. The project will encourage greater transparency, trade, and investment in recyclable materials and processes which may lead to job creation and environmental protection.

5. Chinese Taipei proposed a new project to offer a 4-day training course to educate participants for improving their technological skills in achieving resource recoveries from selected industrial wastes and learning the advanced technologies of water reclamation. The project seeks APEC funding to provide the full expenses of participants from 11 developing member economies and provide partial expenses for participants from other member economies.

6. Chinese Taipei also proposed a new project that aims to enable the collaboration and knowledge sharing of the innovative learning model among the APEC economies, and increases the business impact by enhancing the human capital by analyzing high performance impact innovative learning model through best practices, and shares the successful experiences and valuable resources with the APEC economies. Chinese Taipei will hold an APEC Technology Innovative Capacity Building and Enterprise Learning Conference in 2009.

7. Japan presented three consecutive training projects from Geological Survey of Japan with shared objectives but on different focuses. The series aim is to build capacity i.e. technology transfers of geo-information and human networks for natural resource and hazard mitigation. The focus in the 2007 project was on natural resources development and its environmental impacts, whose activity was reported. The focus in the 2008 project was on natural hazard mitigation in cities and coastal regions, whose training course will be started in November. Finally the proposed new project for 2009 has focus on erosions and tsunami disasters in deltaic and coastal regions.

8. Japan also presented an ongoing project on APEC ISTI Database. The database contains information on R&D expenditures, R&D outputs, human resources etc, among APEC member economies. It is said to be more than a search engine since it gathers and analyzes information, and finally giving the best links in a short time.

Korea presented the progress of the 2008 APEC R&D Management Training (ART) Program and appreciated sustained support and cooperation of member economies. The program theme is the same as Subgroup C’s theme, which is "Connecting Research and Innovation". Korea extended special thanks to New Zealand, USA and Canada for their contribution to the program by recommending experts as lecturers.
4.2 Sub-group B (Chinese Taipei)
1 Background
In the ISTWG Policy Forum in 2001 it was recognized that a wealth of knowledge of success factors and best practice in developing and maintaining effective regional S&T networks exist. It was also recognized that policy issues such as IP management can present serious barriers to the development and maintenance of S&T networks. Therefore it was proposed to adopt best practices in developing international S&T networks (ISTN)
The ISTWG will facilitate the creation of S&T networks and partnerships that support the goals and priorities of APEC. In this regard, the ISTWG supports multilateral research projects using well planned and coordinated approaches that are in accordance with the intent of the APEC Joint Research Promotion Guidelines for IST including the effective dissemination of information.
The ISTWG will support the creation of networks of S&T communities in Asia Pacific region that encourage the open flow of information and researchers. It also supports the establishment of “one-stop” technology centers, such as technology parks and engineering research centers, that have a multilateral collaborative and networking dimension, and provide facilities for technology development, training and information sharing for businesses, research institutions and institutions of higher learning. It supports the creation of networks among these centers to facilitate more widespread cooperative activities.

2. Subgroup B Projects 

Currently there are ten ongoing projects in Subgroup B.  Two of these ten projects are completed.  These two projects are: APEC Science Centre Impact Study - (Australia), and Networking of R&D Leaders and Researchers (Chinese Taipei.).  The latter project was co-sponsored by Canada, China, Japan, Korea, Indonesia, Thailand, and U.S.A. There were several Fora held successfully in 1998 & 1999 (both by Chinese Taipei), 2000 (Canada), 2002 (Thailand) and 2004 (New Zealand.) In the 5th R&D Leaders’ Forum (2004), combined plenary and workshops were held and a special joint session with Science Ministers were also held. 
Eight projects have given the presentations in the side meeting session last day.  These eight projects include three new proposals respectively from China, Chinese Taipei, and Korea, and three projects from Japan and two projects from Chinese Taipei.  These eight ongoing projects are summarized as below.

(1) Utilization and Protection of Water Resources (China) – New (APEC Funding)
China has proposed to organize a workshop on utilization and protection of water resources in may 2009 in Suzhou, which aims to set up an exchange platform for water resources experts and researchers, and build up an experts and technology database in the website of APEC Center for Technology Transfer. The project will also deliver a report to integrate the advanced technologies and information gained in the workshop and share with all member economies.

The project has attracted interests of all the member economies. Viet Nam, Thailand, Hong Kong, China and Chinese Taipei have agreed to take the role as cosponsors and Korea has also expressed his willingness to participate in the project.
(2)
APEC Biotechnology Conference- Bio-Connection Construction (Chinese Taipei)
The 7th APEC Biotechnology Conference will be held in Taipei on July 21, 2008.  With the theme of “Building the Value of Translation Research for Biomedicine in APEC Region”, this year’s Conference is intended to explore the best strategies and mechanisms to build a highly valued network between universities, business sector, and government in a new form of open innovation. A comprehensive series of presentations and discussions will be introduced to address two Conference focuses:  (1) novel structures and models on promoting clinical and translational science in global context and (2) how APEC members could do to enhance the disciple of translational research in biomedicine.  In addition, the global business opportunities and challenges in consolidating translational research will also be analyzed.  

(3)
Developing the Cleaner Production Approaches through Partnership Build-up for the Sustainable Development of Electronics Sector in APEC 2006-2009 (Chinese Taipei)
This project deals with the request and global trend of green electronic which has tremendous expansion of applications and brings heavy environmental loading. This report highlights the progress of the built-up of two cleaner production approaches, eco-design and green supply chain.  Eco-design is developed in accordance with the “implementing measures” of the Energy Using Product Directive (EuP). Nevertheless, Assistance on the eco-design check list, LCA & Eco-profile and conformity report have been provided for some companies.  Besides, a platform of green supply chain that provides integrated service is being developed.  This platform provides the enterprises of system manufacturers, part suppliers, testing companies and consultants with the assistances including data evaluation, guidance of management and training. 

This project also builds the links with “International Electronics Manufacturing Initiatives” (iNEMI) which is the organization that seeks to close technology gaps from overall supply chain perspectives of electronic industry. 

(4) 2009 APEC RFID Conference - Technology Development and Best Practices (Chinese Taipei) – New (Self  Funding)
The purposes of this new project proposal are: (1) to response 2007 APEC Leaders’ Declaration for improving economic efficiency and the business environment, (2) to share knowledge and experience on RFID technology and its applications involving the bi-lateral traceability system in the supply chain of the electronics industry, (3) to enhance future collaboration between APEC region economies. 

This new project proposal is self funded and will analyze RFID technology and its applications involving the bi-lateral traceability system in the supply chain of the electronics industry. Chinese Taipei will also collect best practices and successful stories to share with APEC member economies by holding a conference-2009 APEC RFID Conference to gather various professionals who are highly involved in the RFID related activities to jointly examine the current technology development and to further discuss the plan for building a collaborative network within the APEC member economies.  The ultimate goal of the project is to enhance the collaboration of various industries that use RFID technology and to facilitate trade and business efficiency across APEC regions where trade volumes are significant.
(5) Workshop on Life Cycle Assessment for APEC Member Economies (Japan)
The objective of this project is to share of knowledge and information on LCA and to discuss its application and innovation for global sustainability.  This Life Cycle Initiatives has been organized every two years by AIST on the theme of the role of LCA (1998), the inventory database (2000), the development of the methods for the life cycle impact assessment (2002), the capacity building (2004) and global supply chains (2006).  This initiative is the major event for the researchers and LCA experts in APEC Member Economies and countries supporting this activity. A workshop was held in March 2008 and was the 6th workshop in a series of workshops on LCA in cooperated with UNEP /SETAC Life Cycle Initiatives toward the sustainability in the Asia Pacific region.
This workshop includes 7 sessions; Life Cycle Inventory Database, LCI and LCA Studies, Life Cycle Impact Analysis, LCA for Biomass Utilization, LCA for Local Activities, Activities on MFA and Energy System, and the Application of LCA. National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology is organizing this event and it is officially cooperated with APEC. 

(6) APEC Virtual Center for Environmental Technology Exchange (APEC-VC) (Japan)
The renewed 2007 activities include APEC-VC Japan website, adopting “keyword” search system using Google Custom Search Engine. Besides, a workshop in Seoul jointly with APEC-VC Korea and Korea Institute of Environmental Science Technology and a seminar for Energy-Saving and New Energy with VC China was held. As a joint project with Osaka Prefecture, Asia Environment Business Project, with the purpose of playing a role as a bridge between SMEs in Osaka and Asian countries was conducted to provide a platform for environmental business to improve the environment in Asia.  
With regard to the projects in 2008, Asia Environmental Business Project will be continuously conducted. The work plan include: (1) to joining two international exhibition fairs and provide a venue for SMEs in Osaka for the exhibition of technologies and products, (2) to organize a workshop in Shanghai with VC China in November, (3) to coordinate an environment-related seminar in Osaka on Nov. 26 2008 with Osaka International Trade Fair Commission as concurrent event of New Earth 2008, International Exhibition and Symposium for Global Warming & Eco Solutions. 
Through the APEC-VC network, the latest environmental information on solution technology, laws and regulations, energy saving and etc are collected and provided to companies their business operation in the APEC region.

(7) Disaster Reduction Hyperbase-Asian Application (DRH-Asia) (Japan)
The objective of this project is the development and dissemination of an information platform - Disaster Reduction Hyperbase-Asian Application （DRH-Asia）, which is a facility disseminating disaster reduction technology and knowledge of implementation strategies.   
The Activities in 2007（April 2007–March 2008）includes: (1) Construction of the DRH-Asia production web system, (2) Generation of the DRH-Asia contents and compilation, (3) Project management / facilitation of DRH contents compilation, (4) Dissemination and publicity efforts. The progress of this project includes (1) Construction of the DRH-Asia production web system, (2) Generation of the DRH-Asia contents and compilation, (3) Project management / facilitation of DRH contents compilation, (4) Dissemination and publicity efforts.  Four perspectives of this project are (1) Continued efforts, (2) Dissemination and implementation of DRH-Asia, (3) Activity sustainability and fund raising, and (4) Concluding the Phase II of DRH. 

(8) APEC Climate Center for Climate Information Services to Society (Korea) – Ongoing and New (APEC Funding)
This new proposal seeks APEC funding and has 18 co-sponsoring economies including Australia; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China, Indonesia; Japan; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and Viet Nam.  
The key objectives of the project are: (1) facilitate sharing of the latest climate information and data exchange through regional cooperation in a cost-effective way, (2) ensure all the regional scientific, industrial and stakeholder communities the comprehensive collaboration and examination over the climate issue, (3) provide member economies with training program so as to build self-generating capacity of improved climate prediction information.
This project provides optimized climate prediction information to 21 APEC members, including those members which have no capability to produce the high-cost climate information. APCC helps member economies to reduce negative economic impacts, protect lives and properties, and bring economic prosperities. This project will also build on the capacities of Meteorological Services in member economies. this project will organize the APCC Scientific Symposium in October 2009 to further facilitate the data exchange and regional cooperation for the development of early warning system of high impact climate.
Summary and Suggestions
Most of the activities of the existing projects have been in consistent with the overall focus and directions of the sub-group and appear to make good progress. There are few projects to be completed and 3 projects are proposed in 2008. Therefore, Subgroup B continues to encourage the initiation of new projects to emphasize creation of network of S&T community on broad policy, framework, and cross-cutting issues related to building community resilience and preparedness for emergencies and natural disasters, and to tackle challenges of energy security and clean development. We also would like to invite and encourage all member economies to initiate and participate in ISTN project activities to create networks among the S&T centers to facilitate more widespread cooperative activities.
4.3 Sub-group C ‘Connecting Research and Innovations” (New Zealand) 
Introduction

Progress reports and outlines for four projects were presented. China withdrew its paper on Sci-Tech Innovation and SME Development Forum.

APEC Secretariat explained that there was a second session on the agenda for further discussion and prioritisation of new project proposals.

Project Presentation Summary and Actions

1
Workshop on Priority Needs for Biotechnology Development in APEC Economies and Facilitating Access to Capital Markets in APEC Economies – Korea. 

The background and functions of the Asia Pacific International Molecular Biology Networks (AIMBN) and the more recently established cyberlab, the Electronic International Molecular Biology Laboratory (eIMBL), including the support for the latter provided by various APEC for a (2004 Science Ministers’ and 2005 Leaders’ meetings), were described. The lack of capital has been widely identified as an impediment to biotechnology start-ups and technology transfer. Under the umbrella of eIMBL, Korea is intending to hold a three day seminar involving capital providers and laboratories in Seoul in April.  Members were invited to participate in this as well as to supporting the on-going work of eIMBL.

2
APEC Innovation Hub and Pacific Innovation Forum - Russia

The Sub-Group was briefed on the role and function of the APEC Innovation Hub in terms of acting as a coordinating organisation to align and facilitate technology transfer activities in the APEC region. The incubation role of the Hub and the venture with China in this area was also outlined. 

The International Pacific Innovation Forum in Vladivostok (25-28 November 2008) is designed to bring together APEC policy people and SMEs to hold a networking conference, attend an exhibition of technology transfer opportunities and consider some of the issues that affect innovative activity at a regional level, e.g. IP protocols, access to capital.

Economies were invited to send representatives to the forum and to offer to be co-sponsors. No Financial contribution is required, but co-sponsors will be asked to assist in promoting the event.
3
APEC Symposium on Research and Innovation: Policy Mechanisms for Service and Technology Planning and Building Public/Private Partnerships – USA, in partnership with Vietnam.

USA reminded Sub-Group members of the details and purpose of this ASF funded project, which will take the form of a 2-day symposium in Vietnam in September.  The format will be a panel and keynote speakers examining the issues and solutions to ensuring research leads to economically relevant innovation.

The Symposium will be principally targeting science and innovation policy designers in developing economies. Vietnam confirmed its willingness to host the Symposium, and proposed that APEC hold the 35th ISTWG meeting in Vietnam immediately after the Symposium. The Lead Shepherd indicated tat this option would be discussed on Friday 28th March.

In the near future, Economies will be provided with further information and asked for expert speakers.

4
Linking Research and Innovation: Sharing Challenges, Policy Initiatives and Success Stories – New Zealand.

The principal objective of this project to set up a framework for future innovation policy discussion and project activity was reiterated. Members were reminded that New Zealand was hoping that by the end of April, all Economies would have submitted their input via the questionnaire distributed in February. This timing is important to enable analyses and the report back to e ready in time for the meetings scheduled for September.

New Zealand, Supported by USA, emphasised the need for coherence and alignment of the projects set up through Sub-Group C to ensure that the outcomes identified by Ministers at Christchurch in 2004 were realised.

Australia had already provided very valuable and comprehensive feedback. The other Economies were asked to compile and return their questionnaires.

4.4 Sub-group D (China)
Sub-group D is themed as Technological Cooperation and Strategic Planning. Member economies from Chinese Taipei, China, Thailand/Japan, Thailand and Philippines respectively made presentations surrounding the issue. Mexico/Korea will present their project in later time.

1) Chinese Taipei presented an ongoing and new project of “Technological Cooperative Framework on Validation and Verification Methods on Nanoproducts”, which aims to analyze effective and up-to-date validation and verification measurement methods for nano-products and develop traceability system prototype in the supply chain of the nanotechnology industry involving in bi-lateral trade in the Asia-Pacific region, with a view to helping foster member' experts and enhancing their measurement capabilities and facilitating trades. Vietnam, Thailand, Philippine, U.S.A. and Mexico would cosponsor the project. 

The principal activities include a) Inter-labs measurement comparison of selected testing nano-product; b) Technology forum for measurement methods of nano and functional characteristics of nano-products, and inter-labs comparison results to share within APEC member economies.

2) China delivered a speech on the Forum on S&T Resource and Collaboration Mechanism Among APEC Economies, which was successfully held in SuZhou, China from Nov. 21-22 2007. The forum, co-sponsored by Russian Federation and Hong Kong, China, was organized by the APEC Center for Technology Transfer of Suzhou Science and Technology Bureau. Over 100 delegates from 16 APEC member economies including Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, China, Hong Kong, China, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, USA, Vietnam, and MACAO, China as well as the APEC Secretariat attended the forum and exchanged ideas over four subjects including R&D Globalization; Development of the Science Park, Professional Service and Promotion of Technology Transfer; The Practice of CSVC in the transfer of S&T; and S&T Intermediary Agency Coordination .

The forum has realised a series of S&T exchange and cooperation intention and signed two agreements: “The Agreement of Bilateral Cooperation on Common Promotion of Incubator Development” between APECTT (China) and The Techno RAPEC Center (Russia);and “Agreement of Multi Sectors-Cooperation on International Technology Transfer”by the Techno RAPEC Center (Russia), APEC ISTWG Focal Point (Thailand), Villeda co,. Ltd and Imprimatur Co., Ltd (Hong Kong, China).

This forum has laid a solid foundation for APEC technology transfer, promoted integration of S&T resource among APEC economies and sped up new and high technology transfer to the market and effective establishment of technology transfer platform.

3) Thailand/Japan made a report on “converging technologies to combat emerging infectious diseases (EID)”.The APEC-wide foresight research project, emphasizing on roadmapping converging technologies to combat emerging infectious diseases, has made great achievement through intensified cooperation between Thailand and Japan. Scenario planning method and Delphi method were employed for the success of the project. Project activities have been mostly finished, followed by EID full report to be published sometimes in June 2008.

4) Thailand made a new proposal of research on the futures of low carbon society: climate change and adaptation strategy for economies in APEC beyond 2050.The purpose of this project is to conduct a region-wide foresight research on the future society where low carbon economy and lifestyle becomes the principal driver governing trade and development. The project aims to develop short, middle, and long term adaptation strategies for the region. Currently, Project’s co-sponsors are Japan, China, Viet Nam, Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, Chinese Taipei, with more to be announced.
5) The Philippines has proposed to hold a 3-day APEC capacity building seminar/workshop on nutrigenomics to discuss the current advances in Nutritional Genomics (Nutrigenomics), to identify research gaps and formulate agenda for collaboration toward the advancement of nutritional science in the different APEC member economies.  The seminar/workshop will gather experts from the APEC economies to share their views on the interrelationship of diet, disease and the application of Nutrigenomics.  The proposed seminar/workshop will take place in September 2009 in Manila.  The implementing agency in the Philippines will be the Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI) of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST).

4.5 Ad Hoc Task Force on Sustainable Development (Australia)
As the current facilitator of the Ad Hoc Task Force (AHTF) on Sustainable Development (SD), the Lead Shepherd opened the session and noted that he had intersessionally invited Australia to be the new facilitator. He invited comments or objections from member economies and, there being none, Australia was elected as the new facilitator. Dr Jon Lewis, on behalf of Australia, thanked the member economies for their support.

One project was presented at the session, although it was noted by the facilitator that several of the new projects proposed in other subgroups were strongly aligned with SD which was very encouraging. Following a question from the Lead Shepherd, the Secretariat noted that future such projects would be placed with the AHTF. 

Chinese Taipei presented a new self funded project – “APEC Clean Development Conference – the Current Applications and Future Promotion of Green Chemistry for Sustainable Development” which aims to develop a “green chemistry” network to facilitate the uptake of methods which lead to industrial production with reduced environmental impacts. The project would be commenced with a workshop to be held in Chinese Taipei.

There were no reports from member economies on SD.

At the close of the session the facilitator noted that member economies would be contacted intersessionally to gain their views on the future direction of the ADTF, bearing in mind the foundations set by the Lead Shepherd at the 33rd ISTWG meeting. 

5 Administrative Items

5.1 ISTWG TORs & Work Plan in 2008
Lead Shepherd noted the addition in TORs of ISTWG to be reported to the SCE 2008 as follows:

1. Reporting Requirement to SCE and SOM

2. Review Process for every four years

3. Invitation of ASEAN Secretariat as guest to ISTWG meeting

5.2 ISTWG Contact for APEC Gender Focal Point Network (GFPN)
Ms. Miranda Yeap of Hong Kong China will assume the role of ISTWG Fora Contact for APEC GFPN. The GFPN will act as an institutional mechanism for reporting to SOM on APEC gender activities and outcomes.  The broad goal of the GFPN will be to provide linkages between APEC Fora, APEC economies and the APEC Secretariat to advance economic interests of women in the APEC region for the benefit of all economies.
5.3 5th APEC Science Ministers' Meeting
There has been no volunteer economy to host the STMM and the Lead Shepherd will continue his efforts to find the economy with interest in hosting the meeting.

5.4 4th APEC Youth Science Festival
Thailand will give confirmation on its hosting of the Festival at the next ISTWG meeting. 

5.5 Host Economy of the 36th ISTWG Meeting in 2009
Mexico agreed to host the 36th ISTWG Meeting in 2009 and will finally confirm the date and venue of the Meeting but tentatively suggested the date of 4th week of March in 2009. 

5.6 Meeting Date for 35th ISTWG Meeting in 2008
Vietnam confirmed their hosting of the 35th ISTWG meeting on September 8-9, 2008 in Vietnam. 

5.7. Other issues

Malaysia will serve as lead shepherd starting from 2010 until 2011.

6. Discussion of Draft Summary Record
The draft summary record was prepared by the rapporteur and discussed by plenary delegates with regard to corrections and revisions.
7. Adoption of Summary Record

The summary report shall be finally adopted at the 35th ISTWG meeting after getting members’ comments intersessionally on the draft summary report discussed during the 34th meeting. 

8. Classification of Meeting Documents

The Secretariat confirmed the classification of meeting documents.
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