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'2 The circulation of the Dutch newspapers obtained from books and websites vary, therefore, the
researcher decided to inquire directly from each newspaper press. However, in the emails inquiring
their circulation of De Telegraaf, De Volkskrant, NRC Handelsblad and Het Financieele Dagblad had
not been replied by the time this paper was finished. Perhaps it is indicated on their Dutch websites,
which the research could not tell.
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R B AR
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A § F 110 31
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Taiwan is a renegage province, > *F 7 3T E T AR5 ZIFH 5
g AU - SR

ET R AP R A FTHCY R R AR AL R
4.2.3. 34

BEAR LA AL 4R A 4E (main topic) 222 F W3 TH(R 4 1-3)»
7 iE MU AL S =X A4 (secondary topic) BlF 24 B o B3R 31 RIRE G

A AT I R LA 2 R A o

2 3L APVTUF NG MMAKRORE S LREG v 2 EPF LA
oo B o i FrAEEat BXPRP (19 ) > H= S MRRR A
ZET SR (8 F) c 2B 3 EXGERF . A SHOFEEY & 2001

18 %éﬁéﬁﬂi}%;ﬂ » R P “Taiwan is in fact independent” (NRC Handelsblad, 11/01/2005), “Taiwan is
a demacratic country with an own political and economic structure, culture and history” (NRC
Handelsblad, 09/03/2005), "the de facto independent island state” (NRC Handelsblad,

13/05/2005), "Taiwan is a de facto independent state for at least fifty years” (NRC Handelsblad,
07/06/2005).
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Dagblad
= 1% = 1% = 1% = 1% = 1%
# B # B B
B A %S ~=>|0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
#HF|ETR
Bt | g~ 2|0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
B~ Ay HF]
BoE s~ 24 0.0 3 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0 8 |100.
P 0
His 0 0.0 0 |100.0 |0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
4 1100.0 (3 [100.0 |0 |100.0 |1 [100.0 8 1100.
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A AL TR e e R

15 fo & TIPS 53R

SBRFEERBE -

FHEIHEER T FRR ) A2t

w2000 #

SEIpE o KA HAE

AR A AR 1 S5 = IRV L R g0 “on the condition that Chen takes distance from
his separatist program”(Volkskrant, 31/01/2005),"Chen is known for his sympathies for

independence”(De Telegraaf,15/03/2005), “Chen has been an outspoken proponent of independence
for Taiwan until he took office” (NRC Handelsblad,05/01/2001), “Chen used to strive for
independence”(Volkskrant,24/04/2001), “Chen is of the opinion that Taiwan is de facto independent”

(NRC Handelsblad,27/02/2006).
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GE- ol A A i 2
Sample Number:

1 Year of Report

[ T]01 Year 2001
02 Year 2003
03 Year 2005
04 Year 2006

2 Name of newspapers

[ T1]01 De Telegraaf
02 De Volkskrant
03 Het Financieele Dagblad
04 NRC Handelsblad

3 Main Topic of the article

[ T1]01 Taiwan

02 President Chen Shui-bian

4 Evaluation on the whole

[ 1101 criticising (deflating, disagreeing)

02 neutral (a balance of criticizing & support, or no obvious
stand )
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03 supporting (reinforcing, praising)
04 cannot determine

b Issue (s) on Taiwan

[ T T 01-—not discussed
[ T 1] 02—In relation to European affairs

1. Arms purchase, military cooperation

2. Cultural and religion exchanges, sport tournaments

3. Dutch Colonization

4.  EU resolutions related to Taiwan

b. Politics, diplomacy

6. Trade, commerce, foreign investment
7. Others

[ T 1] 03- Taiwan Society

1. Economics, trade, stocks, foreign
finance, enterprise
2. Diplomacy, NGO participation
3. Government, policies, law enactment, referendum
4. History, life, nature, tourism, sports
5. Movie, music, art, media, celebrities
6. National defense, arms purchase
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1. Politics, parties, politicians, elections
8. Public health, SARS, natural disaster
9. Others
[ T 1] 04- In relation to China affairs
1. Trade
2. Politics, negotiations, dialogues

3. Social and cultural exchanges, marriage, direct flight,

tourism

4. National defense, military exercise, anti-succession

law
5. Others

6 The status quo of Taiwan

[ T]01 De facto independent nation
02 Renegade province o f China
03 Part of China
04 Political entity
05 Others
06 Can not determine
07 Not discussed

7 Issues (s) on President Chen
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[ T T 01-—not discussed
[ T ] 102-Administrative Leadership
1. China Affairs
2. Crisis management, Scandels

3. Diplomatic ties, foreign trips, bid for international
NGO organizations

4. Economics, finance & trade
5. Constitutional reform
6. Polls
7. Others
[ T T 103—Social and Political Involvement
1. Charities, volunteer work
2. Cultural activities, sports participation
3. Achievement, honors, recognition
4. Elections, campaign events, party affairs
5. 329 Gunshot incident/329 relevant judicial verdict
6. Others
[ T T 104—Personal Attributes
1. Education, background of growth

2. Family life, family members, marriage
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3. Personal ethics, philosophy, belief
4. Others

8 Assertion of President Chen’ s Positioning of Taiwan

[ T]01 De facto independent nation
02 Remaining the status quo
03 Reunification with China
04 U Model, 2 Koreas Model
05 Others
06 Can not determine

07 Not discussed
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GE- S =3 et
Dear Opinion Leaders:

My name is Pei-Ling ( Pamela ) Chiang, and I am a civil
servant in the government of the Republic of China ( Taiwan ) ,
currently here in The Hague conducting a research on the image of
Taiwan and that of the incumbent President Chen Shui-bian in the
Netherlands. Over the past months, I have been doing a content
analysis of the four national Dutch newspapers of how they
perceive Taiwan ; 1n the second phase, [ would like to do in-
depth interviews with opinion leaders in different fields in this
society.

Your name has been highly recommended and that vyour
expertise and experience in such 1ssues as an opinion leader are
treasured as helpful and influential in this research. Therefore,
[ would like to request the honor of having a 40-minute long

interview with you at your convenience of time, date and place.

This research is one of the yearly-sponsored projects by
the Personnel Administration of Executive Ministry in Taiwan.
However, you can be assured that 1t i1s conducted independently
and that the results are only used for the policy reference to
the government of Taiwan and will be open to the public in a
Chinese version at the website of the “Official Publication Echo
Network”  (http://open. nat. gov. tw/OpenFront/index. ). Your name
will not be mentioned in the final report without your permission.
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Attached 1s an overview schedule for your Dbetter
comprehension of the main topic of this interview. [ look
forward to hearing from you and to consulting your opinions.

Thank you once again for your time!
Sincerely yours,

Pei-Ling (Pamela) Chiang

——Contact in the Netherlands
Mobile: 00+31 (0)611-454-898

E-mail: ha-peiling@mail. taipei. gov. tw

Supervisor: Dr. Marita Vos

Master Program in International Communication Management (MICM)
the Hague University of Professional Education

-—Contact in Taiwan

Office:00+886(0)2-2320-6453

Office of the President of Republic of China (Taiwan)

E-mail: plchiang@mail. oop. gov. tw

Website: http:// www. president. gov. tw
LL.M. (Master of Laws) in National Chengchi University

B.A. in Sociology in National Taiwan University
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The interview consists of the following four parts in getting
to understand your impression, perception and position of Taiwan

and President Chen Shui-bian.

1. How do you form the knowledge and i1mpression of Taiwan and
those of President Chen Shui-bian.

2. In what aspects do news reports on Taiwan and President Chen
especially call your attention; how do you comment on how they
are perceived in the Netherlands/Europe in general.

3. How would you position Taiwan in terms of 1ts status quo and

President Chen as a leader of Taiwan.

4. Suggested approaches given for presenting Taiwan and President
Chen in the Netherlands.
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S PR B
Part [ —Images of Taiwan

1. Impression and Familiarity

¢Taiwan impression or experience
Businessman X,

“I came to the Netherlands when [ was 36 years old, Jjust to
register a company here, and never thought [ would have stayed
here for 20 years since then. When my parents were alive, [ went
back to Taiwan quite often, but on the average, [ go back to

”

Taiwan once a year and learn of Taiwan news from people there.
Professor de Kloet,

Wy impressions of Taiwan include Taiwanese MP' s fights in the
parliament, which contradict my Iimpression of Asians’ moderate
personality and i1t I1s not seen in the Dutch parliament either.
As my Interest 1s mainly i1n cultural studies, my knowledge of
Taiwan comes from Taiwanese f[ilm directors like Ho Hsiao- , Tsai
Ming—-liang, Ang Lee, and Taiwanese singers such as Wu-bai, A-mel,
Jay Chou, etc. [ also have some Chinese friends with whom we
discuss about Taiwan ~

Professor Wu,

“ 20 years ago, [ paid my first visit to Taiwan and it was still
ruled by the martial law during that time. The last time [
visited Taiwan was I1n June 2005, on the average I visited Taiwan
once two years, every stay [ spend 3 to 6 months there. Over the
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past years, [ have different impressions of Taiwan at different
times, It 1s hard for me to say what Taiwan impression brings to
me. However, having lived 1n China, Taiwan and Hong Kong for a
period of time, comparing these societies with a Chinese culture
background, [ Ilike Taiwan best for the relation between the
people and the society 1tself.

Director Marino Busdachin,

“I have never been to Taiwan, plan to go there this November,
but have a lot of friends due to my work at UNPO. I have never
been to China eilther, because I have been put in the blacklist by
the Chinese government, they do not 1ssue a visa to me. [n my
impression, Jlaiwan 1s a rich country, advanced in high-
technology. ”

Mr. Sanders,

“My impression of Taiwan is with beautiful nature, clean streets
like Singapore. When I was a journalist, I had written articles
on Taiwan and China affairs.”

¢ the Main source of Taiwan information
Businessman X,

“I don’ t read Dutch, therefore, the newspapers [ often read are
the China times, Freedom Press, the United Times online, all of
which are online JTaiwanese newspapers. [ also watch BBC and CNNV
for information on Taiwan.” ( at home they subscribe De
Volkskrant and NKC Handelsblad for their daughter who reads Dutch)

Professor de Kloet

80



Bl Fef 2 BREA) %25% g 2 50 g A 3 — UK R 305 2000 # 32 7 R 2 YRR % 5 6l

“The Dutch newspapers [ often read are De Volkskrant, NEC
Handelsblad, and my news source of Taiwan comes from my Chinese
friends here, most of whom are cultural studies intellectuals.”

Professor Wu,

“ I often read Metro, If any issues arouse my interest, [ look
for De Volkskrant and NRC Handelsbland for further reports. [
also read the China Times, People’ s Daily online, and the
newspaper (after having confirmed with the Office, 1t should be
Taiwan Journal) sent regularly by the Taipei Kepresentative
Offices for news on laiwan. There are some laiwanese students in
our PhD program, with whom I discuss Taiwan 1ssues as well.”

Director Marino Busdachin,

“ We update the news of our members (Taiwan I1s one of the
founding members) routinely with a confirmation and selection on
our website, which 1s also my information source of Taiwan. BBC

and the Financial times
Mr. Sanders,

“I had never been to Taiwan before, but will do so this November.
As a journalist of International affairs column and as a
correspondent 1n Belgium before, [ had travelled very often and
also had been to China before. The Dutch embassader in Taiwan
now used to my colleague in the Ministry of Fconomic affairs. [
usually read five newspapers every day, including De Volkskrant,
De  Telegraaf, Het Financieele Dagblad, NKC Handelsblad, and
Algemeen Dagblad. ”

2. Perception and Preference
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#Relation between Taiwan and Europe or the Netherlands
Professor de Kloet,

“There has not been too many reports on Taiwan, compared to news
on South-kast Asian countries, [ think because of the muslim
belief there, this region has attracted more attention I1n the
Netherlands---Talking about the media in the Netherlands, none of
the Dutch media 1s International Ilike BBC, CNV or Keuters; [

think Dutch media are more inward.

Professor Wu,

a

The Dutch media seldom have coverage on Taiwan, from my
experience interacting with Dutch opinion leaders, they regard
the situation of Taiwan from a sSympathetic perspective, which Is
related to the dependent role the Netherlands has played in the
International community. As for the recent scandals and rumors
arisen all over in Taiwan, [ suppose the Dutch people without a
relevant interest, they will not be Interested and also have
difficulties 1n comprehending all the contexts. In the Dutch
society, a little event, compared with the scale of an event
involved happens i1n Taiwan, may become big news here. There 1s
more news on Indonesia 1s because the Dutch historic colonization
there, the other reason 1s that there are still a lot of
Indonesians In this society that they have rights for

votes---..
Director Marino Busdachin

“For Dutch people, [ believe business news on Taiwan will

attract their attention and interest most, Dutch people are very
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much commerce-oriented, but generally there i1s not much news on
Taiwan 1n the Netherlands---.. Europe 1s not America, what you are
used to such as doing the lobbying in the parliament 1s not
useful here. [t is more complicated in Europe; money 1s not the
only thing they value here, education, manners, fun and quality
of life are given much concern here. In Furope, histories,
culture and food can be very different among different countries,

”

such a phenomenon is also reflected on politics too.
Mr. Sanders,

“As a whole, issues on Taiwan business give rise to interest to
the Netherlands most. [ would say that people in the Netherlands
government know of the strategic importance of Taiwan. (Comparing
now to the past, Dutch news have become more concerned with local
news, which was not the case years ago. Despite that recent
alleged scandal news 1n Taiwan, there has not been too much
coverage 1n the Netherlands other than only one article I have
read. On the other hand, i1t will not be good if Taiwan all the
time hits the headlines, doesn’ t it? "~

¢0bservation of the Taiwan society
Businessman X,

“The Dutch news reports about Taiwan over the past two years [
have 1n mind are 1ssues like SARS, the new representative
delegation at FEU office, 921 earthquake, the crisis between
Taiwan and China in 1996, President Chen’ s first term in 2000,
and the MP s flights in the parliament., ---I think Taiwan can
play a better role, especially in economics, which 1s correlated
with politics too. Taiwanese people are intelligent and diligent,
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though Taiwanese companies are more medium-scale, but more
flexible than those Korean ones. [t requires more collaboration

”

and the leadership from the government Is very Important.

Professor Wu,

a

With regards to cultural characteristics, customs, and
traditions, Taiwan stands first among all Chinese societies.
However, concerning the social stability at the moment, the
Situation In Jaiwan 1s most troublesome. The problem i1s that
Taiwan 1s being in a state of domestic disputes and quarrels now,
putting aside the crucial 1ssues such as economic transformation,
survival 1n the International community, etc. [ am very

pessimistic about Taiwan politics.”
Director Marino Busdachin,

“Diplomats here are all too serious, constrained and too well-
mannered, [ think they can be more relaxed when interacting with
Furopeans. In some ways, [ feel Taiwan 1s not asking much from
Furope, doesn’ t consider FEurope favourable, [ look forward to
the changes In the foreign policy of Taiwan. ”

¢ Thoughts for issues of Taiwan and China
Businessman X,

“The direct flight between China and Taiwan had been reported
here on news. The status quo of Taiwan and China 1s that we keep
on commercial trade exchanges while a Jot of cross-strait
marriages continue take place. Maintaining the status quo,
Interacting in trade and politically being isolated will lead to
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the fact that some day Taiwan will be absorbed into China and

that Taiwan will disappear on earth. ”
Professor de Kloet,

“The disputes between Taiwan and China seem to me [ike those
between [srael and those middle-east countries. We outsiders are
tired of hearing them. ~

Professor Wu :

a

In my opinion, the situation of China and Taiwan
insisting on I1ts own statements will not work out any foundation
or acceptable solutions. [nstead, this will result in a solution
using violence in the end, and both parties are just waiting for
the moment. [ suppose there should not only be direct flights,
but also direct commerce between ITaiwan and China. [ am in
favour of allowing Chinese investment to laiwan, which will [ead
to an intertwined state of the economy of Taiwan and China. The
biggest advantage is that once the war breaks out, i1t harms the
cabinet of China as well as 1its municipalities. (reate an
environment where Chinese commerce 1s governed in Taiwan judicial
system, attracting the investment from China to Taiwan little by
little.

For the time being, Taiwan has too much fear over China. From a
long-term perspective, even i1f Taiwan claims independent i1n the
future, being geographically close to China i1s a fact that will
never be changed. To avoid interacting with China 1s not a
solution, Instead, Taiwan should take the initiative to interact

with China in a normal way.
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Between reunification and i1ndependence, Taiwan should contemplate
on another alternative, that 1s  ‘beyond historic time and
space” experience. Middle-east and eastern Furopean countries
have been troubled by the ‘nation-state” ideas; UN 1s not
functioning and thus creates more problems than 1t can have
solved, ‘nation-state” 1I1s not necessarily the best or the only
choice for Taiwan.” (the researcher further consulted Prof. Wu
on what the best choice he thinks 1s for Taiwan, Wu responded in

a smile, “I am looking for the answer as well. ” )

3. Position

¢As a whole, how does the Netherlands view Taiwan?
Businessman,

“In the Netherlands, many people know about Chiang Kai-shek and
acknowledge that Taiwan as an 1ndependent and democratic country
but they do not know clearly about our history as well as the
relation between Taiwan and China. [ think the name of a nation
should be determined by the referendum, which 1s regarded

democratic procedure in Europe.”
Professor de Kloet,

“Most Dutch people regard Taiwan as an independent country.”
Professor Wu,

“ General Dutch people have no concept of what the status quo of
Taiwan 1s, and do not consider i1t important. People who have a
basic knowledge suppose that what matters most 1S to maintain a
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surviving Situation, regardless of being reunified or I1ndependent.

Dutch people are very pragmatic. ”
Director Marino Busdachin,

“The Netherlands 1s a very Americanized country compared to many
other FEuropean countries, they speak English, watch American
movies, listen to American music and eat junk food like Americans.
But when 1t comes to politics, they are different. Generally,
people 1n Europe know Taiwan is not part of China, but think that
there 1s nothing wrong that China has the right to claim

Tarwan. ”
Mr. Sanders,

“Most people in the Netherlands are aware that Taiwan is an

Independent country.”
Part [I —[Images of President Chen

1. Impression and Familiarity

oWhen did you start to notice Chen? What are your impressions?
Businessman X,

“I am very much Impressed by his foreign visits abroad and the
aides he’ s employved around him. [’ ve been travelling a lot on
business, therefore [ know how tired it might be on a Ilong
journey over hours. As for his aides, they are smart people,
but not necessarily with high integrity.”

Professor de Kloet,
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“I have no Iimpressions of President Chen at all, 1f he were to
sit In front of me now, [ wouldn t be able to recognize him
either. ”

Professor Wu,

" My Impression of Chen started from the Formosa [ncident, in
which he was a maritime lawyer. [ was very much impressed with
him when He was a Taipei City Mayor, at time he had accomplished
a lot and received recognition from the public. When he was first
being elected as the 10" president, everyone had high
expectations of him, for it significant moment of the transfer of
power between political parties in 2000 over the past 50 years. ”

Director Marino Busdachin,

“I first noticed President Chen when he took office in 2000, but
[ have come to know some Taiwanese back in the 90" s. [ feel he
1s a young and vibrant person. Before, my impression of Taiwan

¢4

was primarily from the KMT party.’
Mr. Sanders,

“I came to notice President Chen when he was elected as
President in 2000. ~

2. Perception and Preference

oWhat are your observations of Chen’ s administrative leadership,
social and political involvement or personal attributes?

Businessman X,
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“For me, he is a person of good deeds, hard-working, justice and
integrity. When Chen served as a Taipei City Mayor, he totally
changed civil servants’ — attitude which used to have a bad
reputation before. Also, his accomplishment in the
Infrastructure of Taipei Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTin short)
was to be reaffirmed [ had high opinions of him when he was in
office as a TJTaipei City Mayor. As a President, the
accomplishments cannot be seen that quickly and apparently
compared to his role as a Mayor. His integrity i1s undoubtedly

”

trustworthy.
Professor Wu,

“I consider the two terms In office as big failures. As Taiwan
IS running with time, in the past 6 years, Chen did not elevate
Taiwan to a new stage nor did he provide new ideas or visions for
Tawian. Tthe rules governing Taiwan now still are those ashes
and poisons left by the authoritarian regime of the past.
Concerning recent alleged scandals, [ think 1t doe not matter
whether there are scandals or not, what matters is the procedure
of dealing with these scandals. In western countries, these
allegations should be left to judicial 1institutions for
investigation, not through the media. Chen should dwell upon
1ssues of legal orders, public opinions in lTaiwan society. With
regard to the constitutional reform proposed by Chen, we will
evaluate this in his remaining years in office.”

3. Position and Expectations

Businessman,
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Wy suggestion for President Chen In office is that be cautious

of the two things in his hand—power and money. ”
Professor Wu,

“ [ have suggestions for the reform of Taiwan society, first of
all, for the phenomenon of the media, Chen should thoroughly
sweep clean, stop the rumor all over; secondly, back to the
judicial systerm, implement the ‘“detection not  public

”

principle”

Part III—Promoting Taiwan in Europe
¢ the Significance of Taiwan to Europe
Businessman,

“ Enhancing their Iinterest In Taiwan first. The maximum flight
time for Furopeans to go travelling 1s about 10 hours, and 1t Is
such a long way to Tlaiwan. Moreover, after a long flight to
Taiwan, what can Taiwan offer? [s 1t cheaper than the price In
Thailand or PBali 1islands?  Our tourism 1s developed from a
perspective of the Taiwanese recreation style, which 1s very

different from European style on vacation.
Professor Wu,

“ The strategic Importance of Taiwan In east Asian has not been
perceived in Furope, because Taiwan has not delivered the message
nor did Taiwan try to create 1t. [f the war between China and
Taiwan breaks out, Japan and the U S. A get 1nvolved, such a

large-scaled regional war will have a big Impact on the
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Netherlands, not only on the Dutch I1nvestments 1n Taiwan, but
also their investments 1n C(hina and east Asia, which will
influence the world economy. [f Taiwan gets involved 1n the war,
half of the semi-conductor industry in the U S.A. will collapse,
which will shake Phillps. Since Europeans have no ideas of such
a connections, they can not recognize the importance of Taiwan to

Furope. ”

¢ How to improve ties on an official and non-official level?
Businessman,

“Rather on the government level, [ suggest there’ s a lot to do
from non-government [evel. The government 1s limited and only
one, but there 1s a lot to do locally and the influence spread in
local 1s huge. For example, through the numerous Chinese
language schools here, there are about 50-60 students each year,
many of which are Dutch people. After they finish the course,
they want to go travelling 1n Taiwan. Besides, increase the
exposure of our performance art here, such as music, films, dance,
etc., after they see the big difference from their FEuropean

culture, they will want to visit Taiwan. ~

Professor Wu,

[

In my opinion, Taiwan 1s not active enough 1In
International propaganda and the KRepresentatives Offices In
Furope are not active either, most of the embassadors are about
to retire. In contrast, those appointed by the China government

in Furope are well-qualified.
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From a research perspective, Taiwan 1s a rather interesting place,
there you can find 1ssues In environment, ethnic groups,
privatisation, colonization, globalisation as well I1mmigrant
problems. There are so many abundant 1ssues to discuss and
explore 1n Taiwan, which in fact many FEuropean universities have
much interests 1n. From humanities point of views, Taiwan 1s not

a Formosa in resources, but also in research topics.

Nevertheless, all the resources from Taiwan are being put
in the UK , for the continental FEurope, without sufficient
resources, laiwan studies has become a dispensable organ.
Moreover, the field of Taiwan studies 1s quite small, people who
devote themselves to 1t will have difficulties looking for jobs
in the future, which will certainly hinders people from doing
research on it. Since Taiwan 1s not a recognized country by EU,
researchers who study Taiwan can not get subsidies from EU "~

Director Marino Busdachin

“In some ways, Taiwan seems shy In promoting and proposing
itself internationally. [ suggest 1t is effective to promote
Taiwan through cultural activities, sports, commerce to I1n the
Furopean society and these will put Taiwan In a better [ight.
There are lots of NGO s in Europe that grant awards annually,
which are good ways for Chen to enhance his visibility here. ”

o Suggestions for Strategies or Approaches
Businessman X,

“In tourism, [ suggest focusing our nature in the east coast
where there 1s a world-class gorge and the south coast where 1s
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noted for 1ts tropical beaches, and the ancient Chinese antiques
in our Palace Museum; also the new district in Taipeli city 1s
attractive too. By the way, our MKRT 1is the world class,
Furopeans will be amazed at how clean, fast, and comfortable our
transportation 1s. I ve met a lot of overseas Chinese (not
Taiwanese here), who want to travel in Taiwan but have no access
of enough information. ”

Professor Wu,

First of all, let Furope understand Taiwan' s strategic
significance and its economics strengths. FEnhance the importance
of Taiwan first, make itself felt in Furope, and market 1t to the
world. [ think the approach to present Taiwan 1s very important
too, make cooperation with different kinds of institutes, set the
agenda on fkast Asia, rather than on Taiwan, which alone will be
harder to catch people’ s eyes. ”

Director Marino Busdachin

First, Taiwan needs to be clear about his own identity, then
emphasizing on 1ts democracy and civil society. Select people who
have European backgrounds can be an important aspect in promoting

Taiwan 1n Europe.

By 2008 when China hosts Olympics, [ believe the tension between
China and Taiwan will be on the decrease, they should improve
their human rights condition and it’ s a good opportunity for
Taiwan, which will benefit President Chen too.

Also, a lot can be done via EU parliament. There are hundreds of
ways, for example making advantage of some elite newspapers such
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as the Herald Tribune. Getting people to sign up, attracting
attention from the public, little by little, i1t works In bringing

”

Taiwan to people here.

Mr. Sanders,

“In Europe, there are many retired people who have been to
all over Furope and now are Interested in Asia. [ think Taiwan
can target this kind of group in tourism As for promotion work
Iin politics and economics, [ preserve my opinions at the

moment.
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