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Drug prevalence comparisons 
in the world
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Percentage of Addiction Cases of 
Different Drugs Reported  by 
Treatment Institutions in Taiwan
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Statistics of Means of Drug Abuse 
Reported by Treatment Institutions in 
Taiwan
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Reported Cases of HIV/AIDS in 
Taiwan (2002.4-2006.7)
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Drug Abuse Characteristics

More varieties of abused drugs
The purity of drugs varies widely
Multiple ingredient drugs
Different approaches to drug abuse
Diversion and abuse of legal drugs
Rapid increase of HIV/AIDS cases related 
to injection drug use
The increase of Counterfeit drugs

Drug Abuse Characteristics—
More Varieties of Abused Drugs
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PMMAPMMA
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2C-B
Caffeine
Lidocaine
(Xycaine)
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2C-C
2C-I
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AMT (α-methyltryptamine )

4-Methylaminorex
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Diphenoxylate
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Various logos on seized MDMA containing tabletsVarious logos on seized MDMA containing tablets

Drug Abuse Characteristics—
The Purity of Drugs Varies Widely
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SKY(128mg-151mg) Motorola(116mg-160mg) Book(65mg-117mg)

Glass(108mg-125mg) Smile(111mg-153mg) XL(149mg-155mg)

Crown(92mg-134mg) @(86mg-93mg) Crocodile(152mg-160mg)

Armani(81mg-157mg) VW(57mg-67mg) 69(53mg-127mg)

Palm(97mg-123mg) Toyota(111mg-63mg) Club(86mg-111mg)

Butterfly(87mg-134mg) MB(83mg-112mg) Alien(67mg-123mg)

Cross(55mg-148mg) JK(77mg-147mg) Sagittarius(75mg-120mg)

LV(23mg-100mg) Cross(130mg-133mg) Mickey(74mg-110mg)
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The Purity of Seized Drugs
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Drug Abuse Characteristics—
Multiple-ingredient drugs
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A drug contains more than 10 drugs inside: Ketamine + Nimetazepam + 
Acetaminophen + Caffeine + Chlorpheniramine + Ethenzamide + Lidocaine + 
Procaine + Phenytoin + Zolazepam + Tiletamine.
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Multiple-Ingredient Drugs
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Poly-Drug Combination

The bottles were 
suspected to contain 
liquid Ecstasy, 
but 
MDMA、MDA、PCP、
Ketamine、PMMA 
and Caffeine were 
found

Diazepam
Ketamine
Flunitrazepam
Phenobarbital
Caffeine
Methamphetamine
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Diazepam
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Flunitrazepam
Methamphetamine
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Nitrazepam
Acetaminophen
Caffeine

Drug Abuse Characteristics—
Different approaches to Taking Drugs 
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Appliances for 
Methamphetamine
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Drug Abuse Characteristics—
Diversion and Abuse of Legal Drugs
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KetamineKetamine
PMMAPMMA
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CaffeineCaffeine
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NimetazepamNimetazepam
NitrazepamNitrazepam

Drug Abuse Characteristics—
Rapid Increase of HIV/AIDS Cases 
Related to Injection Drug Use
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Reported Cases of HIV/AIDS by 
Exposure Category in Taiwan 
(2002.4-2006.07) (Cumulative Cases)

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

2002-04

2002-12

2003-12

2004-12

2006-01

2006-07

Reported
Cases

Heterosexuals

Homosexuals

Bisexuals

Injection Drug Users

Others (include hemophiliacs,
blood recipients, and vertical
transmission)
Unknown



Drug Abuse Characteristics—
The Increase of Counterfeit Drugs

National Bureau of Controlled Drugs, DOH, TAIWAN 37 National Bureau of Controlled Drugs, DOH, TAIWAN 38

The Drug Looks Like ERIMIN, 
But is Zaleplon
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The Drug is Labeled as Stilnox，but it 
does  not Contain Zolpidem
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The Drug Looks Like FM2, 
but is Diazepam
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Drug Abuse Characteristics

More varieties of abused drugs
The purity of drugs varies widely
Multiple ingredient drugs
Different approaches to taking drugs
Diversion and abuse of legal drugs
Rapid increase of HIV/AIDS cases related 
to injection drug use
The increase of counterfeit drugs

Drug Abuse Preventive Strategies
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Drug Resistance

(Ministry of 
Education)
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Drug Prevent
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Supply reduction Demand Reduction

Government AntiGovernment Anti--Drug Structure in TaiwanDrug Structure in Taiwan

(Department of 
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Harm Reduction

International 
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Foreign 
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Justice)
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Harm Reduction

Pilot Projects for IDUs(2005.8~ 2006.12)
Clean Needle-Syringe Exchange Program 
(2005.8)
Substitution Treatment(2006.1)

• Methadone
• Buprenorphine
• 4 Counties
• Free for  AIDS
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Substitution Treatment 
Pilot program

Criteria for

Patient Admission
The Use of Substitute Medicine
A Qualified Treatment Organization
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Substitution Treatment 
Pilot program

Guideline for Pilot Substitution Treatment
Patient Admission Criteria

• DSM IV definition of opioid dependence
• No adverse reaction to substitute medicine 

(Pregnant patients first)
• Treatment agreement between patient and 

clinics in charge
• Psychiatrist’s evaluation and  report
• Patient drops out for 2 weeks, notice sent, and  

treatment terminated
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Substitution Treatment 
Pilot program

Guideline for Pilot Substitution Treatment
Substitute medicine

• Methadone HCL oral solution
take medicine every day
initial dose 10-40mg/day
maintentance dose 20-120mg/day

• Buprenorphine HCL/ Naloxone Sublingual tablet
daily dose 8mg, adjust as necessary
Take Every other day

Take medicine at clinic, under medical staff 
supervision
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Substitution Treatment 
Pilot program

Guideline for Pilot Substitution Treatment
Treatment Organization

• Designated by DOH for drug dependence or AIDS 
treatment 

• Medical quality assurance procedures
• Separated space for Substitution Treatment 

and drug safety storage
• Qualified Medical Team: Psychiatrists, Pharmacists, 

nurses, clinical physiologists, social workers, etc.
• Psychiatrists have licenses to use controlled drugs and 

attend continuous education seminars for drug 
dependence treatment held by DOH 8 hr per year

• Should have Controlled Drug Registration
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New Drug Rehabilitation ProgramNew Drug Rehabilitation Program

Cooperation between Cooperation between Department of  Health Department of  Health 
and Ministry of Justiceand Ministry of Justice

Designated medical teams stationed in Designated medical teams stationed in 
correctional institutionscorrectional institutions

Drug Dependence Treatment & Community Drug Dependence Treatment & Community 
Rehabilitation Rehabilitation 

National Palace MuseumNational Palace Museum Taipei 101Taipei 101

TarokoTaroko National ParkNational Park

Thank you for yourThank you for your attentionattention

National Bureau of  Controlled Drugs

National Bureau of Controlled Drugs, DOH, TAIWAN 51 National Bureau of Controlled Drugs, DOH, TAIWAN 52
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Year

Ranking of the Amount of Seized Drugs 
in Taiwan

Source：Office of Statistics and Informatics, Ministry of Justice

Anti-Drug 
Strategies

Anti-Drug 

Strategies

Supply 

Reduction

Demand 
Reduction

Law 
Enforcement
Cooperation

Drug 
Resistance 
Prevention

Addiction 
Treatment

•Ministry of  Justice
Ministry of the Interior、Ministry of  National Defense、
Department of Health 、Ministry of the Economic 
Affairs、Ministry of Transportation and 
Communication 、Ministry of Foreign Affairs、
Council of Agriculture 、Mainland Affairs Council 、
Ministry of  Finance、Coast Guard Administration 

• Ministry of Education
Ministry of the Interior、Ministry of  National Defense、
Research、Development,and Evaluation、
Department of Health、Ministry of  Justice、 National 
Youth commission、Council of Labor Affairs、
Ministry of Transportation and Communication、
Ministry of  Finance、 Government Information Office、
Coast Guard Administration 、Taipei,Kaohsiung City 
Governments and Local Governments

• Department of Health
Ministry of the Interior、Ministry of  National
Defense、Research,Development,and Evaluation、
Ministry of  Justice、Council of Labor Affairs、
Taipei,Kaohsiung City Governments and Local
Governments 、Rehabilitation Institution and Non-
Governmental  Group

Drug 
Abuse 

Prevention

International 
Participation

• Department of Health
Ministry of  Finance、Ministry of Foreign Affairs、
Financial Supervisory Commission 、
Research,Development,and Evaluation

•Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Department of Health、Ministry of Education、
Ministry of  Justice、Financial Supervisory
Commission、Mainland Affairs Council、Ministry
of the Interior

Harm 
Reduction
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Drug Rehabilitation Drug Rehabilitation TherapeuticalTherapeutical
CommunityCommunity

To reduce drug abuserTo reduce drug abuser’’s s recidivism rate , recidivism rate , 
DOH cooperates with MOJDOH cooperates with MOJ

Integrate rehabilitation and medical treatment        Integrate rehabilitation and medical treatment        
programprogram

The drug abuse treatment group of The drug abuse treatment group of TsaotunTsaotun Psychiatric Center Psychiatric Center 
support support TaichungTaichung RRehabilitation Institutionehabilitation Institution

The drug abuse treatment group of Taipei City Hospital The drug abuse treatment group of Taipei City Hospital –– Song Song 
De BranchDe Branch、、TaoyuanTaoyuan PPsychiatric Center and sychiatric Center and Bali PBali Psychiatric sychiatric 
Center support Center support SindianSindian RRehabilitation Institutionehabilitation Institution

TherapeuticalTherapeutical CommunityCommunity
Provide Provide followfollow--up counseling serviceup counseling service and and comprehensive      drug comprehensive      drug 

abuse rehabilitation treatmentabuse rehabilitation treatment


