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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND

TOBAGO AND THE NATIONAL FISHUERIES COMPANY (1995) LIMITED
PREAMBLE

The parties to this Agreement

Affirming the ueed to promote long term conservation and sustainable use of the living
marine resources.

Recognising the commitment of Trinidad and Tobago to the FAO Code of Conduct and
the need to co-operate with other states to establish systems for monitoring, control,
surveillance and enforcement of applicable measures with respect to fishing operations
and related activities in waters outside its national jurisdiction.

Further recognising that Trinidnd and Tobago is in the process of implementing
measures consistent with the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the provisions
under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea Relating to the
Coaservation and Mavagement of Straddling Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks.

Noting that Trinidad and Tobago is a.Contracting Party to the International Commission
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas ICCAT) and is therefore obligated to implement
ICCAT consetvation and management measures for vessels fishing for ICCAT species in
the Convention Area defined as the Atlantic Ocean.

Also noting the existence of a transhipment port at the National Fisheries Company at Sea

Lots, Port of Spain and the obligations of Trinidad and Tobago as a port state to monitor
and report on the operatious of fishing vessels that utilise this port.

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLIL ]
S

The parties to this Memorandum of Agreement are Swallay Mohanimed, the Permanent
Secretary, the Ministry of Food Production and Marine Resoutces (which expression
shall mean and include the person or persons for the time being carrying on the duties of
Permanent Secretary) acting herein for and on bebalt of Government of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago (GORTT) of the orne part and the Natfonal Fisheries Company
(1995) Limited, a company duly registered in Trinidad and Tobago pursunaat to the

Ffggrd — 1
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Companies Act 1995 and having its cegistered office at the National Fisheries
Compound, Sca Lots, Port of Spain, in the Island of Trinidad (hereinafter called “the
Company” of the other part).

ARTICLE I
DEFINITION OF TERMS

The following terms shall have the nieanings assigned thereto:

1. “the Code of Conduct”- the FAO Code of Conduct for Respousible Fisheries,
1995.

2. “the Compound”- the National Fisherics Compound at Sea Lots, Port of Spain in
the Island of Trinidad.

3. “the Convention Area” - the Atlantic Ocean.

4. “the Tlisheries Division”- the Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Food
Production and Marine Resources, with its head office situated at No.35 Cipriant
Boulevard, Port of Spain, in the Island of Trinidad.

5. “the FAQ” - the Food and Agriculture Organization.

6. “ICCAT” - the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic

: Tunas.

7. “Transshipment Cempany” — a company or other entity operating vessels
including fishing vessels and carrier vessels that land or traumsship fish or
fishery products at the port or the facilities at the Compound.

ARTICLE I1
AREAS OF CO-OPERATION

There are four (4) areas ot co-operation and collaboration required between the ‘Parties’
in order to ensure that Trinidad and Tobago fulfils its national and international
obligations as a transshipment port i.e. its part state responsibility, as a Contracting Party

to ICCAT.

These arcas are as fellows:-

1, Data collection and reporting on transshipment operations,

2. Reporting of vessel sightings and at sea transshipments.

3. Port inspection and identification of vessels engaged in illegal, unregulated,
unreported (IUU) fishing activities. .

4, Regulation of trade in probibition of species.

5, Ensuring compliance by the Transshipment Companies.

HigkPd — 2



19/18/2901

11:13 522-2823 LEGAL UMIT PAGE

A CLE

DATA COL LPORTIN

The Company shall forward in a timely manner to the Fisheries Division the
names of all Transshipment Companies utilizing the port at the Compound
and shall require all such Transshipment Companies to submit data required
under this Agreement to the Company.

The Corupany shall submit on a bjannual basis to the Fisheries Division on or
before April 30" and on or before September 30™ of each and every year a list of
all vessels including fishing vessels and carrier vessels that land or transship fish
or fishery products from the port at the Compound.

The information of each vessel on the list should include;-

()  Nare of Vessel

(ii)  Registration Number of vessel

(i) Flag of vessel

(iv)  International radio call sign

(v)  Type of vessel, length and gross registered tonnage (GRT)
(vi) Names and addresses of vessel owners

The Company shall submit on or before the last working day of each and cvery
month to the Fisheries Division appropriate documentation transfated in English
on transshipment operations relating to landings by all vessels and including
species composition and weights, date of transshipment and geographical areas
fished.

In respect of Transshipment Companies that land or transship species under
the purview of ICCAT the Company shall submit data on said species as
required by ICCAT in respect of dates of catch, months of capture, size, and
location of capture.

The Company shall facilitate the collection of data and information by the
Fisherics Division on transshipment operations at the Compound, through the
provision of access to the Compound «nd to the offices of the National Fisheries
Company (1995) Limited as well as the following amenities:- an air-conditioned
office and office furniture including one (1) desk, four (4) filing cabinets and three
(3) chairs, located in close proximity to the landing area aund site of transshipment
at the Compouad.

Tlie Company shall requive all Transsbipment Companies to facilitate the

collection of data and information by the Fisherics Division on their long line
flshing vesscls, from any Pnrent Fishing Agencies and Entities responsible for

g% — 3
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the storage, compilation and reporting of data and information on these
vessels operating out of the port at the Compound,

ARTICLEV
YESSEL SIGHTINGS AND AT SEA TRANSSHIPMENTS

1. The Company shall require that all Transshipment Companies report any
sigh‘tings by their longline vessels of other vessels without nationality (stateless')
fishing in the Convention Area and such reports shall be compiled by the
Company and submitted to the Fisheries.

2. The Company shall report all transfers or received at-sea transshipments to the
Fisheries Division on a biannual basis on or before April 30™ and‘on ot before
September 30" of each and every year. These reports shall include a list of
vessels, dates of transfers or received at-sea trangshipments, geographioal areas
fished, catches by species and weights.

ARTICLE VI

PORT INSPECTION AND IDENTIFICATION EG B
UNREIORTED VESSELS

1. The Fisheries Division shall have designated officers to carry out periodic
inspections of vessels that enter the port at the Compound, as well as vessel
documentation, logbooks, fishing gear and catch on board.

2. The Fisheries Division shall prohibit the landings or transshipments from any
vessel at the port at the Compound at Sea Lots in Port of Spain, if upon inspection
it is revealed that the vessel has on board species that were caught in contravention
of national or international conscrvation measures or, if the vessel has been
identified as having committed a serious infringement of these measures.

3. The Fisheries Division shall prohibit landings or tramsshipments by a
Transshipment Company at the Compound where upon investigation it is
revealed that said Transshipment Compauy has contravened any national or
international conservation measure or has permitted or encouraged the
contravention of such measures by any vessel or entity.

4. The Fisheries Division shall prohibit all activity in respect of landings or
transshipments at the Compound only where it has discovered a serious
infringement of this Agreement by the Company or by any Transshipment
Company and where such {nfringemcnt threatens the status of Trinidad and
Tobago as n port state in retation to ity ICCAT obligations.
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The Fisheries Division shall have access to all vessel storage facilities,
transshipment areas, processing areas, and all other areas identified by the
Division as important for monitoring and verification of transshipment activities at
Compound in order to carry out its functions and fulfill the responsibilities of the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago as outlined hereinabove.

The Fisheries Division shall have designated officers to collect and examine data
on imports from Transshipment Companies including the following:

Names of longline vessels that caught and produced tunas.
Names and Addresses of vessel owners

Flag state of these vessels

Registration of vessels

Geographical areas fished

Species imported by product weight, type and value
Names of importers

Dates of imports -

Points of export

T E@ e e o

The Fisheries Division shall use all information collected as stated herein to verify
that the vessels importing tuna and tuna-like species into Trinidad and Tobago are
duly regulated fishing vessels and arc pot engaged in Illegal Unregulated
Unreported (IUU) fishing activities. Such information shall be for the use of the
Fisheries Division and may be submitted to ICCAT but shall not be in the
‘public dowmain,

ARTICLE V]I
REGULATION OF TRADE IN PROHIBITED SPECIES

The TFisheries Division shall prohibit the importation of all tuna and tuna-like

species or  their landings or transshipments from vessels flying the flag of states, for

which a prohibition on importation of these species is in effect by the ICCAT
at the port at the National Fisheries Company (1975) Limited at Sea Lots in Port of
Spain.

TICLE VIII

1.

ENSURING COMPLIANCE BY THE TRANSSHIPMENT COMPANIES

The Company shall inform all Transshipment Companies operating out of or
utilizing the port at the Compound of this Agreement and its obligntions
under this Agreement.

Kiskd— 5
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2. Any Transshipment Company utilizing the Compound shal] become party to
this Agreement and shall sign an Appendix_to this Agreement accepting all
obligations herein contained.

3. The Company in pursuance of its obligations herein contained shall ensure
that all Transshipment Companies sign this Agreement at the Fisheries
Division. The Company may also enter into separate Agreements with the
Transshipmeut Company to further ensure compliance with the obligations
herein contained and g copy of any such Agreement shail be submitted to the
Fisheries Division.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties hereto have signed this Agreement with due
authority this day of October, 2001 at St. Clai, Port of Spain,

SIGNED by SWALLAY
MOBAMMED Permanent Secretary of
The Ministry of Food Production and
Marine Resources for and behalf of the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago in the presence of:

The Comumon Seal of The Natioual
Fisheries Company (1995) Limited was
hereto affixed by the Chairman and the
Secretary ju the presence of:

Btgrd — 6
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APPENDIX

This is the Appendix referred to in the Memorandum of Agreement between the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago aud the National Fisheries Company
(1995) Limited dated the day of October, 2001

In accordauce with Article VII (2) of the said Agreement, the following Transshipment
Companics have read the said Agrsement and have accepted all obligations therein contained.

1. CONTINENTAL HANDLERS LIMITED, a corpany duly registered in Trinidad and
Tobago pursuant to the Companies Act 1995 and having its registered office at the
National Fisheries Compound, Sea Lots. Port of Spain, in the Island of Trinidad.

2. KWO JENG MARINE LIMITED, a company duly registered in Trinidad and Tobago
pursuant to the Companies Act 1995 and having its registered office at the National
Fisheries Compound, Sea Lots, Port of Spain, in the Island of Trinidad

IN WITNESS WHERTEOF tbe Partics have signed this Agreement with due authority this
day of October, 2001.

The Common Scal of Continental
Handlers Limited was hereto affixed by the
Chairman and the Secretary in the presence
of:

The Common Seal of Kwo Jen Mavine
Limited was hereto affixed by the Chairman
aud the Secretary in the presence of:

BigkmE— 7
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