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Ladies and Gentlemen:

g

It is indeed my great pleasure to represent the National Taiwan Craft Research Institute
in Taiwan to welcome all of you, in the Sun Ten Art museum, to join the opening of the
exhibition of “Celebrating the Year of the Sheep”, that is organized by the Economic and
Cultural Office in Los Angeles under Government Information, Sun Ten Art museum, the
Council for Cultural Affairs and the National Taiwan Craft Research Institute.

Since 1995, the year of the Pig, Council for Cultural Affairs, for improving the exchange
of culture, sponsored a Craft Exhibition of Twelve Animals in New York and Paris.
According to the cycle of the Chinese calendar, 2003 is the year of the sheep, the
“Celebrating the Year of the Sheep’” exhibition is being staged in Daley Center in Chicago
and Sun Ten Art museum here.

Sheep, in human culture, are generally loved and respected. Sheep are popular
domestic animals that are raised in a number of countries. For the Chinese people, sheep
are a symbol of kindness, propriety, righteousness, benevolence and filial piety, and bear a

close relationship to many life rites.
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Sheep are publicly recognized as a symbol of luck in traditional Chinese culture. In
archaic characters, 3 (sheep) was used interchangeably with # (lucky). X &%
(great luck) were also written as X & 3 (giant lucky sheep) on many ancient inscriptions.

All tribes in Taiwan exhibit the same characteristic when it comes to the sheep
presented in crafts, artistic works, or poetry. They unanimously regard sheep as a
representative of luck, kindness, fineness, righteousness, benevolence, propriety, filial piety,
tenderness, and brightness.  Like the other races throughout the world, the Chinese people

have been fond of peace and luck for ages
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